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GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


TO   JAMES    WARREN. 


rv  ^  HodmtViuiwon.  7  October,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  assurances  of  your  friendship,  after  a  silence 
of  more  than  six  years,  are  extremely  pleasing  to  me. 
Friendship,  formed  under  the  circumstances  that  ours 
commenced  are  not  easily  eradicated;  and  I  can  as- 
sure you,  that  mine  has  undergone  no  diminution. 
Every  occasion,  therefore,  of  renewing  it  will  give  rae 
pleasure,  and  I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  hear  of 
your  welfare. 

The  war,  as  you  have  very  justly  observed,  has  ter- 
minated most  advantageously  for  America,  and  a  fair 
field  is  presented  to  our  view;  but  I  confess  to  you 
frwiy,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  do  not  think  we  possess 
wisdom  or  justice  enough  to  cultivate  it  properly. 
Illiberality,  jealousy,  and  local  policy  mix  too  much 
in  all  our  public  councils  for  the  good  government  of 
the  Union.  In  a  word,  the  confederation  appears  to 
•w  to  be  little  more  than  a  shadow  without  the 
substance,  and  Congress  a  nugatory  body,  their 
ordinances  being  little  attended  to.  To  me  it  is  a 
solecism  in  politics,  indeed  it  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
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traordinary  things  it\  nature,  that  we  should  con- 
federate as  a  nation,  and  yet  be  afraid  to  give  the 
rulers  of  that  nation  who  are  the  creatures  of  our 
making,  appointed  for  a  limited  and  short  duration, 
and  who  arc  amenable  for  every  action  and  recallable 
at  any  moment,  and  are  subject  to  all  the  evils,  which 
they  may  be  instrumental  in  producing,  sufficient 
powers  to  order  and  direct  the  affairs  of  the  same. 
By  such  policy  as  this  the  wheels  of  government 
are  clogged,  and  our  brightest  prospects,  and  that 
high  expectation,  which  was  entertained  of  us  by  the 
wondering  world,  are  turned  into  astonishment ;  and 
from  the  high  ground  on  which  we  stood,  we  are 
descending  into  the  vale  of  confusion  and  darkness.! 

That  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  become  one  of  the 
most  respectable  nations  upon  earth,  admits,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  of  no  doubt,  if  we  would  but  pursue 
a  wise,  just,  and  liberal  policy  towards  one  another, 
and  keep  good  faith  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
That  our  resources  are  ample  and  increasing,  none 
can  deny  :  but,  while  they  are  grudgingly  applied,  or 
not  applied  at  all,  wc  give  a  vital  stab  to  public  faith, 
and  shall  sink,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  into  contempt 

It  has  long  been  a  speculative  question  among 
philosophers  and  wise  men,  whether  foreign  commerce 
is  of  real  advantage  to  any  country  ;  that  is,  whether 
the  luxury,  effeminacy,  and  corruptions,  which  are  in- 
troduced along  with  it,  are  counterbalanced  by  the 
convenience  and  wealth  which  it  brings  with  it.  But 
the  decision  of  this  question  is  of  very  little  im- 
portance to   us.     We  have  abundant  reason  to 
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convinced,  that  the  spirit  for  trade,  which  pervades 
these  States,  is  not  to  be  restrained.  It  behoves  us 
then  to  establish  just  principles ;  and  this,  any  more 
dun  other  matters  of  national  concern,  cannot  be 
done  by  thirteen  heads  difTerently  constructed  and 
organized.  The  necessity,  therefore,  of  a  controlling 
power  is  obvious  :  and  why  it  should  be  withheld  is 
beyond  my  comprehension. 
I  The  Agricultural  Society,  lately  established  in 
Philadelphia,  promises  extensive  usefulness,  if  it  is 
prosecuted  with  spirit  I  wish  most  sincerely,  that 
nery  State  in  the  Union  would  institute  similar  ones; 
and  that  these  societies  would  correspond  fully  and 
fredy  with  each  other,  and  communicate  all  useful  dis- 
coveries founded  on  practice,  with  a  due  attention  to 
climate,  soil,  and  seasons  to  the  public. 

"  *  *  It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  go 
over  those  grounds  in  your  State,  with  a  mind  more 
at  ease  than  when  I  travelled  them  in  1775  and  1776, 
and  to  unite  in  congratulating  on  the  happy  change 
with  those  characters,  who  participated  of  the  anxious 
moments  wc  passed  in  those  days,  and  for  whom  I 
entertain  a  sincere  regard ;  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  to  flatter  myself  with  the  enjoyment  of  it. 
The  deranged  state  of  my  affairs,  from  an  absence 
aod  total  neglect  of  them  for  almost  nine  years,  and 
a  pressure  of  other  matters,  allow  me  little  leisure 
for  gratifications  of  this  sort.  Mrs.  Washington 
offers  her  compliments  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs. 
Warren,  to  which  be  pleased  to  add  those  of,  dear 
Sir,  yours.  &c. 


TO    PATRICK    HENRY,   GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINIA, 

MouvT  VtssioN,  39  Octobei,  1785. 1 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  transmit 
to  me  a  copy  of  the  act,  appropriating  to  my  benefit 
certain  shares  in  the  companies  for  opening  the  navi- 
gation of  James  and  Potomac  Rivers,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  returning  to  the  General  Assembly,  through 
your  hands,  the  profound  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments inspired  by  so  signal  a  mark  of  their  benefi- 
cent intentions  towards  me.  I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  assure 
them,  that  I  am  filled  on  this  occasion  with  every 
sentiment,  which  can  flow  from  a  heart  warm  with 
love  for  my  country,  sensible  to  every  token  of  its 
approbation  and  affection,  and  solicitous  to  testify  in 
every  instance  a  respectful  submission  to  its  wishes. 

With  these  sentiments  in  my  bosom,  I  need  not 
dwell  on  the  anxiety  1  feel  in  being  obliged  in  this 
instance  to  decline  a  favor,  which  is  rendered  no  less 
flattering  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  than 
it  is  affectionate  in  itself.  In  explaining  this  obser- 
vation I  pass  over  a  comparison  of  my  endeavors  in 
the  public  service  with  the  many  honorable  testimo- 
nies of  approbation,  which  have  already  so  far  over- 
rated and  overpaid  them  ;  reciting  one  consideration 
only,  which  supersedes  the  necessity  of  recurring  t^ 
every  other.  ^ 

When  I  was  first  called  to  the  station,  with  which 
I  was  honored  during  the  late  conflict  for  our  liber- 
ties, to  the  diffidence  which  I  had  so  many  reasons  to 
feel  in  accepting  it,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  join  a 
firm  resolution  to  shut  my  hand  against  every  pecu- 
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niary  recompense.  To  this  resolution  I  have  invari- 
ably adhered,  and  from  it,  if  I  had  the  inclination, 
I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  now  to  depart. 

Whilst  I  repeat,  therefore,  my  fervent  acknowl- 
e^ments  to  the  legislature  for  their  very  kind  sen- 
timents and  intentions  in  my  favor,  and  at  the  same 
lime  beg  them  to  be  persuaded,  that  a  remembrance 
of  this  singular  proof  of  their  goodness  towards  me 
will  never  cease  to  cherish  returns  of  the  warmest 
aflection  and  gratitude,  I  must  pray  that  their  act,  so 
far  as  it  has  for  its  object  my  personal  emolument, 
may  not  have  its  effect.  But  if  it  should  please  the 
General  Assembly  topermit  me  to  turn  the  destination 
of  the  fund  vested  in  me,  from  my  private  emolument, 
(0  objects  of  a  public  nature,  it  will  be  my  study  in 
selecting  these  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  my  gratitude 
lor  the  honor  conferred  on  me,  by  preferring  such  as 
niay  appear  most  subservient  to  the  enlightened  and 
patriotic  views  of  the  legislature.  With  great  respect 
aivd  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


*i/lnilua  IMUT  had  been  Tt«il.  thelegulalurcpaucd  an  set  mthdnwins  the 

'miloa,  and  adding  ;  "That  ihe -uid  thjtm,  with  th«  inUfi  and  profits  here- 

■iht  aefTuing  th^nefrofn,  ahdll  ttand  ap^iropriatcd  to  tuch  obJKtB  of  a  public 

■V«R,  in  inidt  manner  and  nnilrr  lucti  dulnbuliom,  ai  the  uid  George  Wash- 

■|IM,  by  de«d  during  hit  life,  ot  by  hidoirt  vrill  and  testament,  ihull  direct."— 

^mim^i  Slatutft,  vol.  xii.,  p.  44.    The  Id'ei  ii  primed  in  (ho  prramlilc  to  (he 

■Una.    In  wriiing  u>  Mr.  Mad»un  uii  Uie  luhjeci,  oi  the  time  he  ient  ibe 

*liMe  tetter  to  the  governor,  Washington  said:    "Concctving  it   would  he 

Micr  to  sugicst  a  wiah,  than  to  propoM  an  absolute  condition  of  acceptance, 

t  hare  so  ciprcucd  myicK  lo  the  Astcmbly  ;  and  I  »luill  be  obliged  to  yon. 

■01  only  lor  infornialioa  of  llic  rcaull,  but  (if  there  i*  an  attjuiciccocc  on  the 

pin  ol  ihe  countrjr)  for  your  •entimenix  rcipecting  the  npprupriatiant.     From 

oful  may  lie  said  on  the  occasion,  yim  will  learn  wh.it  will  be  most  pleasing, 

and  of  Ibe  grcateil  QtiUty  to  the  public." — Octi^ber  24th, 

"  Your  letter  for  the  Auemhiy  wa*  laid  before  them  yesterday.     I  ba»o  le*- 

i  lu  bdicve  that  it  was  received  with  every  sentiment  which  could  correipond 


TO    GEORGE    WILLIAM    FAIRFAX. 


Mv 


Dear  Sir, 


Mount  Vb»so«,  ro  November,  17*5. 


♦  *  *  ♦ 

The  two  youngest  children  of  Mr.  Custis — the  old- 
est a  girl  of  six  years — the  other  a  boy  a  little  turnet^B 
of  four  live  with  me.     They  are  both  promising  chil- 
dren ;  but  the  latter  is  a  remarkable  fine  one— and  my 
intention  is  to  give  him  a  liberal  education  ;  the  rudi- 
ments of  which  shall,  if  I  live,  be  in  my  own  family.fl 
— Having  promised  this,  let  me  next,  my  good  Sir, 
ask  if  it  is  in  your  power  conveniently,  to  engage  a 
proper  preceptor  for    him  ? — at  present,  and    for   a 
year  or  two  to  come,  much  confinement  would  be  im- 
proper for  him  ;  but  this  being  the  period  in  which  I 
should  derive  more  aid  from  a  man  of  Letters  and  an 
accomptant  than  at  any  otlier,  to  assist  me  in  my  nu- 
merous correspondences,  and  to  extricate  the  latter 
from  the  disordered  state  into  which  they  have  beeaf 
thrown  by  the  war,  I   could,  usefully  employ  him  in 
this  manner  until  his  attention  should  be  more  imme-^ 
diately  required  for  his  pupil. —  " 

Fifty  or  Sixty  pounds Sterlingpr.  Ann.  with  board, 
lodging,  washing  and  mending,  in  the  family,  is  the 
most  my  numerous  expenditures  will  allow  me  to  give  ; 

with  yonre.  Nothing  passed  from  which  any  conjectaie  could  be  (oimed  at  to 
(he  objecU  which  wouM  be  moiil  plcii!>ing  for  Ihc  appropriation  of  the  [tind. 
The  cl i»poiii lion  ti,  I  am  persuadet]  niudi  ■trungei  tci  acquincc  in  your  choice, 
whaJevirr  it  may  be.  than  to  lewd  or  anticipate  it.  I  tr«  tig  inconveoiency  in 
your  takinjE  lime  for  a  choice  that  will  pleat^c  yoancll.  Thv  letter  was  referred 
lo  &  committee,  which  will  no  doubl  make  »iich  a  report  ai  will  ^ive  eSeci  lo 
yoar  wishes," — JtfOtiistfH  to  Wathin^im,  11  November,  1765, 
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but  how  far  it  may  command  the  services  of  a  person 
well  qualified  to  answer  the  purposes  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  not  for  me  to  decide.  To  answer  my  pur- 
poses, the  Gentleman  must  be  a  master  of  composi- 
tion, and  a  good  accomptant : — to  answer  his  pupil's, 
be  must  be  a  classical  scholar,  and  capable  of  teaching 
the  French  lang^uage  grammatically  : — the  more  uni- 
,  vwsal  his  knowledge  is,  the  better. — 
y  It  sometimes  happens  that  very  worthy  men  of 
"^ttlotk  come  under  this  description  ;  men  who  are 
advanced  in  years,  and  not  very  comfortable  in  their 
circumstances.  Such  an  one,  if  unencumbered  with 
a  family,  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  a 
young  man  just  from  college — but  1  except  none  of 
good  moral  character  answering  my  description,  if 
he  can  be  well  recommended. — 

To  you   my  Dr.  Sir.  I  have  offered  this  ray  first 
address;  but  if  you  should  think  my  purposes  cannot 
be  subserved  in   your  circle,   upon  the  terms  here 
nentioned  :  I  beg,  in  that  case,  that  you  will  be  so 
oWrpng  as  to  forward   the  enclosed  letter  as  it  is 
directed. — This  gentleman  has  written  to  me  upon 
another  subject,  &  favored  me  with  his  lucubrations 
upoa  Education,  which    mark  him  a  man  of  abili- 
ties, at  the  same  time  that  he  is  highly  spoken  of  as 
a  teacher,  and  a  person  of  good  character.     In  Scot- 
land we  all  know  that  Education  is  cheap,  and  wages 
not  so  high  as  in  England  : — but  I  would  prefer,  on 
account  of  the  dialect,  an  Englishman  to  a  Scotch- 
man, for  all  the  purposes  I  want. 
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We  have  commenced  our  operations  on  the  navi- 
gation of  this  river;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you. 
that  the  difficulties  rather  vanish  than  increase  as  we 
proceed. — James  river  is  under  similar  circumstances ; 
and  a  cut  between  the  waters  of  Alhermarle  in  No. 
Carolina,  and  Elizabeth  river  in  this  State,  is  also  in 
contemplation — and  if  the  whole  ts  effected  and  I  see 
nothing  to  prevent  it,  it  will  give  the  greatest  and^ 
most  advantageous  inland  Navigation  to  this  Countt 
of  any  in  the  Union — or  I  believe,  in  the  world  :- 
for  as  the  Shannondoah,  the  South  branch,  Mono-' 
easy  and  Conogocheague  are  equally  capable  of  great 
improvement,  they  will  no  doubt  be  immediately 
attempted  ;  and  more  than  probable  a  communication 
by  good  roads  will  be  opened  with  the  waters  to  the 
westward  of  us ;  by  means  of  the  No.  Branch  of 
Potomac,  which  interlocks  with  the  Cheat  river  and 
Yohoghaney  (branches  of  the  Monongahela)  that 
empty  into  the  Ohio  at  Fort  Pitt. — The  same  i^ 
equally  practicable  between  James  river  and  the 
Greenbriar  a  branch  of  the  Great  Kanhawa.  which 
empties  into  the  same  river,  300  miles  below  that 
place  ;  by  means  whereof  the  whole  trade  of  that 
Territory  which  is  now  unfolding  to  our  view,  ma| 
be  drawn  into  this  State — equally  productive 
political  as  commercial  advantages. 

As  I  never  ride  to  my  plantations  without  seeing 
something  which  makes  one  regret  having  continued 
so  long  in  the  ruinous  mode  of  farming,  which  wear^i 
--      I  beg  leave,  tho'  I  am  persuaded  it  will  give  you 


m 


trouble,  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  request  of  m\ 


>78S) 


G&ORGE  WASHINGTON, 


former  letter,  the  duplicate  of  which  you  now  have. — 
Miscarriages,  and  where  this  is  not  the  case,  delays 
of  letters  must  be  my  apology  for  reiterating  the  mat- 
ter, that  there  may  be  time  for  decision,  before  the 
intervention  of  another  year. 
^L    The  marriage  mentioned  in  my  last  is  celebrated, 
^rtmt  a  fit  of  the  gout  prevented  CoJo.  Bassett  from 
Bbeeing  at  it— consequently  I  am  to  lay  a  little  longer 
H^outof  your  kind  present     Mrs.  Washington  who  has 
very  indiflerent  health,  joins  me  in  the  sincerest  and 
best  wishes  for  every  blessing  which  can  be  bestowed 
^on  Mrs.  Fairfax  and  yourself. 
^1  With  great  esteem,  &c. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  &  foregoing  I 
hare  seen  Mr.  Battaile  Muse  who  looks  after  your 
Estate  ;  &  upon  enquiry  of  him,  am  authorized  to 
iftform  you  that  your  negroes,  and  cverj-thing  under 
his  care  are  tolerably  well,  &  your  prospect  of  a 
crop  midling,  which  is  saying  a  good  deal  this  year. 

I  have  the  pleasure  also  to  inform  you  that  your 
Brother  and  his  family  were  very  well  a  few  days 
agowhen  1  was  there,  attending  the  business  of  the 
Potomac  Company  at  the  Great  Falls. 

Your  Sister  and  family  are  likewise  well — I  saw 
lier  three  oldest  daughters  last  week — the  elder  of 
them,  Milly,  is  on  the  eve  of  Matrimony  with  a  Mr. 
Ogden  Throckmorton — a  match  not  very  agreeable, 
it  is  said,  to  her  friends,  &  kept  ofT  by  Mrs.  Bushrod 
'till  her  death  which  happened  some  three  or  four 
onths  ago — but  now  is  yielded  to  by  her  Parents, 
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TO   LUND   WASHINGTON. 

Dear  Lund.  mouat  verson,  su  NovcmbCT.  1785. 

I  know  as  little  of  G:  W.s  plans  or  wishes  as  yoi 
do,  never  having  exchanged  a  word  with  him  upon^ 
the  subject  in  my  life, — By  his  Advertisement,  an< 
from  what  has  frequently  dropped  from  Fanny,  he  if 
desirous  of  getting  a  place  in  this  country  to  live 
at. — 

Before  their  marriage  he  and  Fanny  were  both  told 
that  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  Mrs.  W.  and  myself, 
that  they  should  make  this  House  their  home  'tillH 
the  squalling  and  trouble  of  children  might  becom^^ 
disagreeable. — I   have  not  repeated  the  matter  sine 
because  it  was  unnecessary — an  offer  once  made 
sufficient. — It    is   hardly  to   be  expected   that  tw 
people  young  as   they  are,  with  their   nearest  con- 
nexions at  extreme  points,  would  like  confinement:  — 
and  without  it,  he  could  not  answer  my  purposes  as 
a  Manager  or  Superintend.,  unless  I  had  more  leisure 
to  attend  to  my  own  business;  which  by  the  by 
shall  aim  at,  let  the  consequences,  in  other  respect 
be  as  they  may. 

These  however  are  no  reasons  for  detaining  you 
moment  longer  in  my  employ  than  suits  your  interes 
or  is  agreeable  to  your  inclination,  and  family  co 
cerns     But  as  the  proposition  is  new,  and  hath  neve 
been  resolved  in  my  mind,  it  will  take  some  time  t 
digest  my  own  thoughts  upon  the  occasion  before  it 
is  hinted  to  another. 

In  the  mean  while  if  I  can  do  with  the  aidi 
offer,  and  for  which  I  sincerely  thank  you,  1  wil 
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your  constant  attention  no  longer  than  this  year — at 
any  rate  not  longer  than  the  next. — The  incxplicitness 
of  this  answer  cannot,  I  presume,  put  you  to  much  if 
any  inconvenience  as  yet ;  because  retirement  from. 
&  not  a  change  of  business,  is  professedly  your 
objecL — 

However  unlucky  1  may  have  been  in  crops,  &c.  of 
late  years,  I  shall  always  retain  a  grateful  sense  of 
your  endeavors  to  serve  me  ; — for  as  1  have  repeatedly 
JBtimated  to  you  in  my  Letters  from  camp,  nothing 
but  that  entire  confidence  which  I  reposed,  could 
have  made  me  easy  under  an  absence  of  almost 
nine  years  from  my  family  and  Estate,  or  could  have 
enabled  mc,  consequently,  to  have  given  not  only  my 
time,  but  my  whole  attention  to  the  public  concerns 
d  this  Country  for  that  space.    I  am,  &c.' 


TO  JAMES   MADISON. 

MotTKT  VetxoN,  30  November.  1785, 

Dear  Sib. 

Receive  my  thanks  for  your  obliging  communica- 
tions of  the  nth.  I  hear  with  much  pleasure,  that 
the  Assembly  are  engaged  seriously  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  revised  laws.  A  short  and  simple  code  in 
ray  opinion,  though  I  have  the  sentiments  of  some  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  against  me,  would  be 
pfoductive  of  happy  consequences,  and  redound  to 
tkc  honor  of  this  or  any  country,  which  shall  adopt 

]|  wsc  cm  Deccmbef  Mth  thai  Washington  infonne<!  Land  tliitl  hu  with 
J<r  Ktirinc  from  ibv  management  of  Mount  Vernon  could  be  enltfiecl.  George 
AopMiae  Wasklngtoo  cfttne  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  ww  placed  in  charge. 
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a  code  so  short,  plain  &  simple.     1  hope  the  resolu- 
tions, which  were  published  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  respecting  the  reference  of  Congress  for 
the  regulation  of   a  commercial   system,  will   have    . 
passed.'  ^H 

The  proposition,  in  my  opinion,  is  so  self-evident" 
that  I  confess  I  am  unable  to  discover  wherein  lies 
the  weight  of  objection  to  the  measure.  We  are 
either  a  united  people,  or  we  are  not  so.  If  the 
former,  let  us  in  all  matters  of  general  concern,  act 
as  a  nation  which  has  a  national  character  to  support; 
if  wc  are  not,  let  us  no  longer  act  a  farce  by  pretend- 
ing to  it ;  for,  whilst  we  are  playing  a  double  game, 
or  playing  a  game  between  the  two,  we  never  shall 
be  consistent  or  respectable,  but  may  be  the  dupes  of 
some  powers,  and  the  contempt  assuredly  of  all.  In 
any  case,  it  behoves  us  to  provide  good  militia  laws, 
and  to  look  well  to  the  execution  of  them  ;  but  if  we 
mean  by  our  conduct,  that  the  States  shall  act  inde- 
pendently of  each  other,  it  becomes  indispensably 
necessary,  for  therein  will  consist  our  strength  and 
the  respectability  of  the  Union.* 

*  "  If  the  Statn  tDdividaally  were  to  attenpC  this,  in  tborttnt,  or  1  nway 
headed  tnoiulcr  watild  be  the  itsue." — Washington  is  David  Stuaii,  30  No- 
vember. [785. 

■  "  The  <lisciuaion  of  ihem  [the  commcrcUl  propoution«J  hu  conaniBed 
mnch  time,  and  though  the  abiwilulc  neceksiljr  o[  ttotne  \iii:h  gencro)  ijnleni 
pfcrsilnl  mer  nil  (he  eHortsof  iti  ad ve runes  in  the  lint  inittancr,  the  MTaiagcm 
of  limiting  iu  duration  o  a  ihotl  lenn  hta  uliimately  di*jip]xiiHted  our  hopes. 
I  think  it  belter  to  tnui  to  further  cxperienee,  and  even  distress,  for  an  adequMe 
Kmcdy,  than  to  try  a  temporary  meiuurc,  which  may  sund  in  the  way  of  a 
pennnnent  one,  and  confirm  thai  iranmlanlic  policy  which  U  founded  on  our 
supposed  mistrust  of  Congress  and  of  one  another." — Madiaen  te  Waikimgltn. 
c)  December,  17B5. 
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It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  public  faith  may  be 
held  in%'iolablc.  Painful  is  it.  even  in  thought,  that 
attempts  should  be  made  to  weaken  the  bands  of  it. 
It  is  a  dangerous  experimenL  Once  slacken  the 
reins,  and  the  power  is  lost.  And  it  is  questionable 
with  me,  whether  the  advocates  of  the  measure  fore- 
see all  its  consequences.  It  is  an  old  adage,  that  hontsty 
is  the  best  policy.  This  applies  to  public  as  well  as 
private  life,  to  States  as  well  as  individuals. 

1  hope  the  Port  and  Assize  Bills  no  longer  sleep, 
but  are  awakened  to  a  happy  establishment.  The 
first,  with  some  alterations,  would  in  my  judgment  be 
productive  of  great  good  to  this  country.  Without 
it,  the  trade,  thereof.  I  conceive,  will  ever  labor  and 
languish.  With  respect  to  the  second,  if  it  institutes 
a  speedier  administration  of  justice,  it  is  equally  de- 
sirable.    •     *     • 

From  the  complexion  of  the  debates  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Asstmbly,  It  should  seem  as  if  tliat  legis- 
lature intended  their  assent  to  the  proposition  from 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  (respecting  a 
road  to  the  Youghiogany.)  should  be  on  the  condition 
that  permission  be  given  by  (he  latter  to  open  a  com- 
munication between  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware, 
by  the  way  of  the  rivers  Elk  and  Christiana  ;  which  I 
am  sure  will  never  be  obtained,  if  the  Baltimore 
interest  can  give  effectual  opposition.  The  directors 
of  the  Potomac  navigation  have  sent  to  the  delegates 
of  this  county,  to  be  laid  before  the  Assembly,  a  peti- 
tion (which  sets  forth  the  reasons)  for  relief  in  the 
depth  of  the  canals,  which  it  may  be  found  necessary 
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to  open  at  the  Great  and  Little  Falls  of  the  river. 
As  public  economy  and  private  interest  equally  prompt 
the  measure,  and  no  possible  disadvantage,  that  we 
can  see,  will  attend  granting  the  prayer  of  it,  we  flatter 
ourselves  no  opposition  will  be  given  to  it.  To  save 
trouble,  to  expedite  the  business,  and  to  obtain  uni- 
formity without  delay,  or  an  intercourse  between  the 
two  Assemblies  on  so  trifling  a  matter,  we  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  sending  the  draft  of  a  bill  to  members 
of  both  Assemblies,  which,  if  approved,  will  be  found 
exactly  similar  With  the  greatest  esteem  and  regard. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO  ALEXANDER    HAMtLTON. 

ModxtVeknon,  II  December,  t73s. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th  of 
November  by  Major  Farlie. 

Sincerely  do  I  wish  that  the  several  State  Societies 
had,  or  would,  adopt  the  alterations  that  were  recom- 
mended by  the  General  meeting  in  May,  1784. — I 
then  thought,  and  have  had  no  cause  since  to  change 
my  opinion,  that  if  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  mean 
to  live  in  peace  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
they  must  subscribe  to  the  alterations  which  were  at 
that  time  adopted. 

That  the  jealousies  of,  and  prejudices  against  this 
Society  were  carried  to  an  unwarrantable  length,  I 
will  readily  grant.  And  that  less  than  was  done, 
ought  to  have  removed  the  fears  which  had  been  im- 
bibed, I  am  as  clear  in,  as  I  am  that  it  would  not  have 
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done  it.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  little  moment  whether 
iheilami  which  seized  the  public  mind  was  the  result 
of  foresight — envy  and  jealousy — or  a  disordered 
imagination  ;  the  effect  of  perseverance  woQid  have 
been  the  same :  wherein  there  would  have  been 
found  an  equivalent  for  the  separation  of  the  In- 
terests, which  (from  my  best  information,  not  from 
one  state  only  but  from  many)  would  inevitably  have 
taken  place  ? 

The  fears  of  the  people  are  not  yet  removed,  they 
oaly  sleep,  and  a  very  little  matter  will  set  them  afloat 
again.  Had  It  not  been  for  the  predicament  we 
stood  in  with  respect  to  the  foreign  officers,  and  the 
charitable  part  of  the  Institution,  1  should  on  that 
occasion,  as  far  as  my  voice  would  have  gone^  have 
endeavored  to  convince  the  narrow-minded  part  of  our 
Countrymen  that  the  Amor  Patriae  was  much  stronger 
inour breasts  than  theirs — and  that  our  conduct  through 
the  whole  of  the  business  was  actuated  by  nobler  and 
inore generous  sentiments  than  were  apprehended,  by 
abolishing  the  Society  at  once,  with  a  declaration  of 
the  causes,  and  the  purity  of  Its  intention.  But  the 
latter  may  be  interesting  to  many,  and  the  former,  is 
an  inseparable  bar  to  such  a  step.' 

lam  sincerely  concerned  to  find  by  your  letter  that 
the  Baron  is  again  in  straightened  circumstances — I 

Bfcmfcd 

^Bm.'  I  tJMDk  faa,  my  good  Sir,  for  (his  inslancc  of  your  attention,  but  wish 
ra  %aA  lakeit  lime  to  have  pcniwd  ii  6m,  *s  I  liav«  iiot  ytX  had  leisure  la  give 
^■readiag.  I  tliou^r.iu  mutt  '>lh«TS  nccotcd  lolbink,  thai  all  tbccxccpliona- 
Ucputiof  thai  inatitutioa  had  bccu  doae  away  at  the  last  {^ciic-ral  luceiiiig  ; 
ta,  with  ibow  who  are  iiispo<ie<l  to  cavil,  or  who  have  the  itch  gf   wiiting 


' "  I  luiT«  receivBi]  tb«  panpblei,  wblcb  you  wen  m  oblitcing  as  to  send  rae, 
'  ^tuUermti^ni  9H  tht  OrJerff  Cimimnatw,  by  ill e  Cuunl  de  Mira- 
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am  much  disinclined  to  ask  favors  of  Congress,  but 
1  knew  what  the  objects  of  his  wishes  are.  I  should 
have  much  pleasure  in  rendering  him  any  services  in 
my  power  with  such  members  of  that  body  as  I  now 
and  then  corrispond  with. —  I  had  Hattered  myself, 
from  what  was  told  me  some  time  ago,  that  Con- 
gress had  made  a  final  settlement  with  the  Baron  much_ 
to  his  satisfaction.     •     •     • 


TO  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ALEXANDRIA  ACADEMY. 

17  December,   178$. 

Gentlemen, 

That  I  may  be  perspicuous  and  avoid  misconcep^ 
tion,  the  proposition  which  1  wish  to  lay  before  yt 
is  committed  to  writing,  and  is  as  follows  : 

It  has  long  been  my  intention  to  invest,  at  mj 
death,  one  thousand  pounds  current  money  of  thi^j 
State  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  the  interest  only  ojfl 
which  to  be  applied  in  instituting  a  school  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  orphan 
children,  who  have  no  other  resource,  or  the  children 
of  such  indigent  parents,  as  are  unable  to  give  it;  the 
objects  to  be  considered  of  and  determined  by  tl 

strongly  upon  Lhem,  nothing  can  be  made  to  suit  their  palaLei.     The  be«t  wa] 
(hef«for«,  lo  disroncert  .-ind  defeat  thcai,  is  to  take  na  notice  a(  ihcjr  public 
tion>.     All  eJie  U  but  food  for  declanwliQii. 

"  There  is  nnt,  I  conceive,  an  unbiuKed  mind,  ihit  would  refuite  the  offic 
of  the  lale  army  the  right  of  associating  for  Ihe  purpose  oC  CEiablishiDc  a  fund 
for  Ihe  support  of  the  poor  attd  diMr«M«d  o[  their  fraternity,  when  many  of 
ihcm,  it  i»  well  known,  >rc  reduced  to  their  lul  shifl«  hy  the  nngcneroub  coo* 
duel  of  their  country  in  not  sdoijting  more  rigorous  measures  to  render  tbeir 
certiBcxtes  productive.  That  charity  i*  a)]  that  remains  of  the  ariginal  inslits- 
tioQ.  ngnc,  who  win  beat  the  trouble  of  rradiRg  it,  can  deny."— WirAiM/lSnf 
to  Samuel  Vav£han,  30  November,  1765. 
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for  the  time  being,  when  applied  to  by  the 
ents  or  friends  of  the  children,  who  have  preten- 
sions to  this  provision.  It  is  not  in  my  power  at  this 
dme  to  advance  the  above  sum  ;  but  that  a  measure, 
thai  may  be  productive  of  good,  may  not  be  delayed, 
I  will  until  my  death,  or  until  it  shall  be  more  con- 
venient for  my  estate  to  advance  the  principal,  pay 
ihe  interest  thereof,  to  wit.  fifty  pounds  annually. 

Under  this  state  of  the  matter,  I  submit  to  your 
consideration  the  practicability  and  propriety  of  blend- 
ing the  two  institutions  together,  so  as  to  make  one 
seminary  under  the  direction  of  the  president,  visitors, 
or  such  other  establishment  as  to  you  shall  seem  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  objects  in  view,  and  for 
preserving  order,  regularity,  and  good  conduct  in  the 
academy.  My  intention,  as  I  have  before  intimated, 
is  that  the  principal  sum  shall  never  be  broken  in 
upon  ;  the  interest  only  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes 
above-mentioned.  It  was  also  my  intention  to  apply 
the  latter  to  the  sole  purpose  of  education,  and  of 
that  kind  of  education,  whicli  would  be  most  exten- 
sively useful  to  people  of  the  lower  class  of  citizens, 
namely,  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  so  as  to  fit 
ihem  for  mechanical  purposes. 

The  fund,  if  confined  to  this,  would  comprehend 
more  subjects ;  but,  if  you  shall  be  of  opinion,  that 
(be  proposition  I  now  offer  can  be  made  to  comport 
with  the  institution  of  the  school  which  is  already  es- 
tablished, and  approve  of  an  incorporation  of  them 
in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  thereafter,  upon 
a  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  should  conceive 
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that  this  fund  would  be  more  advantageously  appli 
towards  clothing  and  schooling,  than  solely  to  the 
latter,  I  will  acquiesce  in  it  most  cheerfully  ;  and  shall 
be  ready,  (as  soon  as  the  trustees  are  established  upoiH 
a  permanent  footing.)  by  deed  or  other  instrument  o^^ 
writing,  to  vest  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  in  them  and    their  successors  for  ever,  with 
powers  to  direct  and  manage  the  same  agreeably 
these  my  declared  intentions.' 


TO   BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

Mount  Vbxnon,  6  Februry,  i] 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  4th  of  January  never  reached 
me  till  yesterday,  or  the  receipt  of  it  should  have  had 
an  earlier  acknowledgment.  Let  me.  in  the  first  place, 
thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  inquiries ; 
and  in  the  next,  pray  you  to  know  precisely  from  Mr. 
Lear  upon  what  terms  he  would  come  to  me.  I  am 
not  inclined  to  leave  matters  of  this  kind  to  after 
discussion  or  misconception.  Whatever  agreement 
is  previously  made  shall  be  pointedly  fulfilled  on  mj^l 
part,  which  will  prevent  every  cause  of  complaint  on 
his.  ^ 

Mr.  Lear,  or  any  other  who  may  come  into  my™ 
family  in  the  blended  characters  of  preceptor  to  the  , 
children,  and  as  a  clerk  or  private  secretary  to  mcifl 
will  sit  at  my  table,  will  live  as  I  live,  will  mix  with  ' 
the  company  who  resort  to  the  house,  and  will  be 

'  The  ahovc  proposal  wh  accepted  hy  the  IniKlecs  n\  the  Alexandna  Acad- 
ctoy,  wbociLKaKed  00  their  port  to  do  all  tn  their  power  to  c<im[>l)t  with  th« 
benevulent  intention  o\  the  iJonor.  It  wiu  in  their  ojiinian  bc*t  to  approptiltB 
the  fund  to  the  iDstitutioa  as  theo  established,  and  whollr  for  scboollnc. 
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treated    in    every   respect  with    civility    and    proper 
attention.       He  will   have  his  washing  done   in  the 
family,  and  may  have  his  linen  and  stockings  mended 
by  the  maids  of  it.     The  duties,  which  will  be  re- 
quired of  him.  are  generally  such  as  appertain  to  the 
offices   above   mentioned.      The   first   will    be   very 
trifling,  till  the  children  are  a  little  more  advanced  ; 
and  the  latter  will  be  equally  so,  as  my  correspond- 
ences decline  (which  I  am  endeavoring  to  effect),  and 
after  my  accounts  and  other  old  matters  are  brought 
up.     To  descend  more  minutely  into  his  avocations  1 
am  unable,  because  occasional  matters  may  call  for 
particular  services;  but  nothing  derogatory  will  be 
asked   or  expected.      After  this  explanation   of  my 
wants,  I  request  Mr.  Lear  would  mention  the  annual 
sum  he  will  expect  for  these  services,  and  I  will  give 
him  a  decided  answer  by  the  return  of  the  stages, 
which  now  carry  the  mail  and  travel  quick.     A  good 
hand,  as  well  as  a  proper  diction,  would  be  a  recom- 
meadation   on   account  of   fair  entries,  and  for  the 
bcneht  of  the  children  who  will  have  to  copy  after 
it'    •     ♦     • 


TO  SAMUEL    PURVIANCE,    ESQ. 

MouwT  ViKNOM,  \o  Murfa,  1786. 

Sir: 

Vour  Letter  of   the  6th  instant,  is  this  moment 

put  into  my  hands;   was  it  in  my  power  I  would 

, cheerfully  answer  your  queries  respecting  the  settle- 

'  An  ajnagcmeDi  wiu  made  satisfactory  to  holh  parties ;  and  Mr.  Leu-.  • 
fNOf  (twlcmmn  (ron  Portsmontli  In  New  Hainpbbiie,  <*bo  tmd  recently 
paduieil  St  Itanard  Untrmily.  went  to  Mount  Vcrnun  and  became  General 
WMUtLgton'A  Secretary,  at  an  uinn«l  saUiry  of  two  hundred  dollars. 
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mcnts  on  the  Kanhawa  ;  the  nature  of  the  water  and 
quality  of  the  soil. 

But  of  the  first,  I  only  know  from  information  that 
Colo.  Lewis  is  settled  there,  from  his  own  mouth  I 
learnt  that  it  was  his  intention  to  do  so,  &  to  establish 
a  Town  in  llic  fork  of  the  two  rivers,  where  he  pro- 
poses to  fix  families  in  the  vicinity  on  his  own  Lands. 
Of  the  second.  I  never  could  obtain  any  distinct 
account  of  the  navigation.  It  has  been  variously 
represented ;  favorably  by  some, — extremely  diflfi- 
cult  by  others,  in  its  passage  thro'  the  Gauley  moun- 
tain, (which  I  presume  is  the  Laurel  hill) — but  the 
uncertainty  of  this  matter  will  now  soon  be  at  an 
end,  as  there  are  commissioners  appointed  by  this 
State  to  explore  the  navigation  of  that  river  and  the 
communication  between  it  and  James  river,  with  a 
view  to  a  portage.  This,  equally  with  the  extension 
of  the  Potomac  navigation,  was  part  of  my  original 
plan,  and  equally  urged  by  me  to  our  Assembly  ;  for 
my  object  was  to  connect  the  Western  and  Eastern 
or  Atlantic  States  together  by  strong  commercial  ties. 

I  am  a  friend,  therefore  on  this  principle  to  every 
channel  that  can  be  opened,  and  wish  the  people  to 
have  choice. — The  Kanhawa,  and  James  river,  if  the 
obstacles  in  the  former  are  not  great,  are  certainly 
the  shortest  and  best  for  the  settlers  thereon,  for 
those  on  the  Ohio  below,  above,  perhaps  as  high  as 
the  little  Kanhawa  and  for  the  Country  immediately 
west  of  it. 

The  Monongahclaand  Yohoghaney  with  the  Poto- 
mac are  most  convenient  for  all  the  settlers  from  the 
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little  Kanhawa,  inclusively,  to  Fort  Pitt  and  upwards, 
&  west  as  far  as  the  Lakes.  Susquehanna  and  the 
Alleghany  above  Fort  Pitt  some  distance,  will  accom- 
modate a  third  District  of  Country  ;  and  may  for 
oughl  I  know  be  equally  convenient  to  the  trade  of 
the  Lakes.  All  of  tliem  therefore  have  my  best 
wishes ;  for  as  I  have  obser\'ed  already,  my  object 
&  my  aim  arc  political  If  wc  cannot  bind  those 
people  to  as  by  interest,  and  it  is  no  otherwise  to  be 
effected  but  by  a  commercial  knot,  we  shall  be  no 
more  to  them  after  a  while,  than  G.  Britain  or  Spain. 
and  they  may  be  as  closely  linked  with  one  or  other 
of  those  powers,  as  wc  wish  them  to  be  with  us,  and 
is  that  event,  they  may  be  a  severe  thorn  in  our  side. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  on  the  Kan- 
hawa, the  bottoms  are  fine,  but  the  lands  adjoining 
are  broken. — In  some  places  the  hills  are  very  rich,  in 
others  piney  and  very  poor:  but  the  principal  reason 
as  I  conceive,  why  the  settlement  has  not  prog^ressed 
more,  is  that  the  greater  part  if  not  all  the  good 
Unds,  on  the  main  river,  are  in  the  hands  of  persons 
irtio  do  not  incline  to  reside  thereon  themselves,  and 
possibly  hold  them  too  high  for  others,  as  there  is  a 
surrounding  country  open  to  them  :  this  I  take  to  be 
my  own  case  and  might  be  an  inducement  to  concur 
iuiany  well  concerted  measures  to  further  a  settle- 
nent,  which  might  ultimately,  not  at  too  great  a 
distance,  subserve  my  interest  in  that  quarter. 

The  Great  Kanhawa  is  a  long  river  with  very  little 
interruption  for  a  considerable  distance — ^No  very 
laige  waters  empty  into  it,  I  believe  ;  Elk  river,  Coal 
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river  and  a  creek  called  Pokitellico  below  the  falls, 
and  Green  river  above  them,  are  the  most  considerable. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Susquehanna  canal  is 
well  advanced.  I  thank  you  for  the  offer  of  IV 
Nielson's  services  in  the  western  country,  and  am.  wi 
very  great,  Ac.  


TO   COLS.    FITZGERALD    AND    GILPIN. 

MouKT  VutnoN,  jitt  Much,  1786. 

Gentn., 

Yesterday  Mr.  Brindley,  in  company  with  a  Mr. 
Harris,  Manager  for  the  James  river  Company  (the 
latter  having  been  sent  for  the  former,  by  the  Direc- 
tors thereof,)  left  this  on  their  way  to  Richmond  from 
whence  Mr.  Brindley  expects  to  be  relumed,  as  far  as 
Alexandria,  in  seven  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
have  engaged  him  to  call  upon  Colo.  Gilpin  on  hi 
rout  back. 

Mr.  Brindley'  and  Mr.  Harris  took  the  great  Falls 
in  their  way  down  and  both  approve  of  the  present 
line  for  our  Canal — the  first  very  much.     He  confl 
ccivesthatg-ioths  of  the  tycpence  of  the  one  fifth  pro- 
posed will  be  saved  by  this  cut,  the  work  altogether 
as  secure,  and  the  entrance  into  the  river  by  no  mean^i 
unfavorable.       He  thinks  however  that  a  good  de^H 
of  attention  and  judgment  is  required  in  fixing  Locks 
there  :  the  height  of  which  he  observes  is  always  gov- 
erned by  the  ground — they  frequently  run  from  foi 
to  eighteen  feet,  and  some  times  are  as  high  as  twent 
four. 

'  A  nephew  uf  tbe  eui^imeer  who  conducted  ihv  work  of  th«  Duke  of  Brit^^ 
w«leT.     He  wai  engaged  liy  the  SuKqiii^hanna  Company. 
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The  nature  and  declination  of  the  ground,  accord- 
ing to  him,  is  alone  to  direct — and  where  this  will 
admit  he  thinks  the  larger  the  Locks  are  made  the 
better,  because  more  convenient. 

With  respect  to  this  part  of  the  business  I  feel,  and 
always  have  confessed  an  entire  incompetency  : — nor 
do  I  conceive  that  theoretical  knowledge  alone  is 
adequate  to  the  undertaking.  Locks,  upon  the  most 
judicious  plan,  will  certainly  be  expensive  ;  and  if  not 
properly  constructed  and  judiciously  placed,  may  be 
altogether  useless.  It  is  for  these  reasons  therefore 
that  1  have  frequently  suggested  (though  no  deci- 
sion has  been  had)  the  propriety  of  employing  a 
professional  man. 

Nevertheless  whether  the  expense  of  obtaining  one 
In, and  bringing  him  from  Europe  has  been  thought  un- 
neces.sary,  or  too  burlhen.some  for  the  advantages, 
vhich  are  to  be  expected,  I  know  not :  but  as  it  is  said 
no  person  in  thiscountry  has  more  practical  knowledge 
than  Mr.  Brindley,  I  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  engaging  him  to  take  the  Falls  in  his  way 
bick;  to  examine,  level  and  digest  apian  for  Locks  at 
that  place ;  if  it  shall  appear  good,  and  his  reasons  in 
support  of  the  spots  and  sizes  conclusive  it  will  justify 
the  adoption  ;  if  palpably  erroneous,  there  is  no  obli- 
gation upon  us  to  follow  him,  and  the  expence  in  that 
case  is  the  only  evil  which  can  result  from  it — this  for 
the  chance  of  a  probable  good,  I  am  not  only  willing 
but  desirous  of  encountering;  and  if  Colo,  Gilpin  has 
not  already  made  the  trip  to  that  place  which  he  pro- 
posed at  our  last  visit,  and  disappointment  there,  ic 
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would  give  me  great  pleasure  if  it  could  be  so  timed 
as  to  accompany  Mr.  Brindley  ;  this  would  not  only 
give  countenance  to  the  measure,  but  aid  also,  and 
might  serve  to  remove  the  little  jealousies  which  others 
wise  arise  in  the  minds  of  our  own  managers.  Tak- 
ing Mr.  Brindley  to  the  works  now  may  ultimately 
save  expence — at  the  same  time  having  a  plan  before 
us,  enable  us  at  all  convenient  times  to  provide  mate- 
rials for  its  execution.     I  am.  &c.  ]fl 

P.  S.  If  my  proposition  is  acceded  to,  it  would  be 
better  to  fix  at  once  what  Mr.  Brindley  is  to  receive, 
and  I  will  readily  subscribe  my  name  to  what  you  two; 
gentlemen  shall  agree  to  give  him. 


TO    KOBERT    HOKRIS. 

Mount  Virmoh,  is  April,  1766. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  give  you  the  trouble  of  this  letter  at  the  instance^ 
of  Mr.  Dalby  of  Alexandria,  who  is  called  to  Philadicl- 
phia  to  attend  what  he  conceives  to  be  a  vexatious 
lawsuit  respecting  a  slave  of  his,  which  a  society  offl 
Quakers  in  the  city,  (formed  for  such  purposes,)  have 
attempted  to  liberate.  The  merits  of  this  case  will  no 
doubt  appear  upon  trial.  From  Mr.  Dalby's  state  of 
the  matter,  it  should  seem,  that  this  society  is  not  only 
acting  repugnant  to  justice,  so  far  as  its  conduct  con^f 
cerns  strangers,  but  in  my  opinion  extremely  impoliticly 
with  respect  to  the  State,  the  city  in  particular,  and 
without  being  able,  (but  by  acts  of  tyranny  and  oppres* 
sion,)  to  accomplish  its  own  ends.     He  says  the  con- 
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diict  of  this  society  is  not  sanctioned  by  law.  Had 
the  case  been  otherwise,  whatever  my  opinion  of  the 
hw  might  have  been,  my  respect  for  the  policy  of  the 
State  would"  on  this  occasion  have  appeared  in  my 
silence ;  because  against  the  penalties  of  promulgated 
hirs  one  may  guard,  but  there  is  no  avoiding  the 
snares  of  individuals,  or  of  private  societies.  And  if 
the  practice  of  this  society,  of  which  Mr.  Dalby 
speaks,  is  not  discountenanced,  none  of  those,  whose 
nis/oriune  it  is  to  have  slaves  as  attendants,  will  visit 
the  city  if  they  can  possibly  avoid  it ;  because  by  so 
doing  they  hazard  their  property,  or  they  must  be  at 
the  expense  (and  this  will  not  always  succeed)  of  pro- 
viding servants  of  another  description  for  the  trip. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  conceived  from  these  observa- 
tions, that  it  is  my  wish  to  hold  the  unhappy  people, 
"ho  are  the  subject  of  this  letter,  in  slavery.      1  can 
only  say.  that  there  is  not  a  man  living,  who  wishes 
more  sincerely  than   I  do  to  sec  a  plan  adopted  for 
the  abolition  of  it ;  but  there  is  only  one  proper  and 
cficctual  mode  by  which  it  can  be  accomplished,  and 
that  is  by  legislative  authority  ;  and  this,  as  far  as  my 
suffrage  will  go,  shall  never  be  wanting.     But  when 
slaves,  who  are  happy  and  contented  with  their  present 
raasters,  arc  tampered  with  and  seduced  to  leave  them ; 
when  masters  are  taken  unawares  by  these  practices  ; 
*hcn  a  conduct  of  this  sort  begets  discontent  on  one 
side  and  resentment  on  the  other  ;  and  when  it  hap- 
pens to  fall  on  a  man,  whose  purse  will  not  measure 
vith  that  of  the  society,  and  he  loses  his  property  for 
want  of  means  to  defend  it ;  it  is  oppression  in  such  a 


case,  and  not  humanity  in  any,  because  it  introdu( 
more  evils  than  it  can  cure. 

I  will  make  no  apology  for  writing  to  you  on  tl 
subject,  for.  if  Mr.  Dalby  has  not  misconceived  tl 
matter,  an  evil  exists  which  requires  a  remedy  :  if  h^ 
has,  my  intentions  have  been  good,  though  1  may  have 
been  too  precipitate  in  thisaddress.    Mrs.  Washington^ 
joins  rae  in  every  good  and  kind  wish  for  Mrs.  Mori 
and  your  family,  and  I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE    MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE, 


MoDKT  Vbknon,  xo  Mkj,  1tB6. 

Mv  DEAR  Marquis, 

The  letter  which  you  did  me  the  favor  to  write 
me  by  Mr.  Barrett  dated  the  6th  of  February  together 
with  the  parcel  and  packages  which  accompanied  i\ 
came  safely  to  hand,  and  for  which  I  pray  you 
accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

The  account  of  and  observations  which  you  hav^ 
made  on  the  policy  and  practice  of  Great  Britain 
the  other  courts  of  Europe,  respecting  these  State 
I  was  but  too  well  informed  and  convinced  of  beforef 
Unhappily  for  us,  though  tlicir  accounts  are  greatlj 
exaggerated,  yet  o\ir  conduct  has  laid  the  foundatioi 
for  them.  It  is  one  of  the  evils  of  democratical  goi 
ernments,  that  the  people,  not  always  seeing  and^ 
frequently  misled,  must  often  feel  before  they  can  act 
right  ;  but  then  evils  of  this  nature  seldom  fail  to 
work  their  own  cure.     It  is  to  be  lamented,  neverthe- 
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less,  that  the  remedies  are  so  slow,  and  that  those, 
who  may  wish  to  apply  them  seasonably,  are  not  at- 
tended to  before  they  suffer  in  person,  in  interest,  and 
in  reputation.  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  matters 
will  take  a  more  favorable  turn  in  the  federal  consti- 
tution. The  discerning  part  of  the  community  have 
long  since  seen  the  necessity  of  giving  adequate 
powers  to  Congress  for  national  purposes,  and  the 
ignorant  and  designing  must  yield  to  it  ere  long. 
Several  late  acts  of  the  different  legislatures  have  a 
tendency  thereto.  Among  these  the  im[K>st,  which  is 
now  acceded  to  by  every  State  in  the  Union,  (though 
clewed  a  little  by  that  of  New  York,)  will  enable 
Congress  to  support  the  national  credit  in  pecuniary 
matters  better  than  it  has  been  ;  whilst  a  measure,  in 
which  this  State  has  taken  the  lead  at  its  last  session, 
will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  give  efficient  powers  to  that 
body  for  all  commercial  purposes.  This  is  a  nomina- 
tioQ  of  some  of  its  first  characters  to  meet  other  com- 
missioners from  the  several  States,  in  order  to  consider 
of  and  decide  upon  such  powers,  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  sovereign  power  of  them  to  act  under  ;  which 
are  to  be  reported  to  the  respective  legislatures  at 
thdr  autumnal  sessions,  for,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  final 
Option  :  thereby  avoiding  those  tedious  and  futile 
deliberations,  which  result  from  recommendations  and 
partial  concurrences,  at  the  same  time  that  it  places  it 
«  once  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  meet  European 
nations  upon  decisive  and  equal  ground.  All  the 
legislatures,  which  I  have  heard  from,  have  come  into 
ihe  proposiiion,pand  have  made  very  judicious  appoint- 
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merits.'  Much  good  is  expected  from  this  measure, 
and  it  is  regretted  by  many,  that  more  objects  were 
not  embraced  by  the  meeting.  A  general  convention 
is  talked  of  by  many  for  the  purpose  of  revising  and 
correcting  the  defects  of  the  federal  government ;  but^i 
whilst  this  is  the  wish  of  some,  it  is  the  dread  oCfl 
others,  from  an  opinion  that  matters  are  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently ripe  for  such  an  event.^ 

The  British  still  occupy  our  posts  to  the  westward,! 
and  will,  1  am  persuaded,  continue  to  do  so  under  one^ 

'  Thin  oanvention  me!  at  AnnapoU*  In  September.  I7ft6.  Fire  States  oalj 
were  represented,  and  when  the  membets  cftmc  logeiher,  they  found  ibcmMlves 
inrcsted  with  »icli  liiniteU  pi>wcn,  ai  not  to  cnnbic  ibcm  to  act  for  the  general 
piiTpowen  of  the  meeting.  They  did  tilllc  cLxe  thnn  to  draw  up  a  report,  to  be 
piVMntcd  to  the  icveral  SlAt««,  ur]ging  the  nccrwiy  of  «  rcvinon  of  tkc  con- 
federated lyfttem  of  goveroineiiC  and  recotn mending  a  conwenlton  of  dctegalea 
mtb  larger  puwcrt  to  be  held  at  PbiUdcIphia  on  the  2d  of  May  foflovrhtg. 

•  "  My  letitimentB  with  respeci  lo  the  federal  eovcniinent  are  widl  knowit. 
Publicly  and  privately  have  they  been  communicated  without  reserve  ;  but  tny 
ojiinion  \h,  that  there  ix  n\c>re  wickedncst  than  ignnrnncc  in  the  conduct  of  the 
State*,  or,  in  other  words,  in  Ihe  conduct  of  those  who  have  too  much  infli- 
encc  in  Ihe  government  of  thciu  ;  and  until  the  curtain  it  withdrawn,  and  the 
private  vicvtn  and  lelliih  principles,  upon  which  Uienc  men  act,  are  eapoced 
to  putilic  notice,  I  have  Itlilr  hope  of  amendment  witbont  anoiber  coovnkioo. 

"The  picture  of  our  affairs  as  drawn  by  tlie  eotnmiltee,  approved  by  Con- 
erera,  and  pre^tented  to  the  public,  did  not  at  all  sur[>rise  me.  Before  that  re- 
port, though  1  could  nM  go  into  ibc  minutia;  of  unaticK,  1  was  more  certain  of 
the  aggregate  of  our  [ills],  than  1  am  now  of  the  remedy,  which  will  be  applied. 
Without  the  latter,  1  do  not  see  upon  what  ground  your  agent  at  the  court  of 
Morocco,  and  the  olhct  at  Algiers,  are  to  tical,  unlcu,  having  to  do  with  new 
handi,  they  mean  to  touch  the  old  slringt,  and  make  them  dance  awbitc  to  the 
tone  of  promise^." — Waihinj^lou  to  Henry  Ltr,  5  April,  178b. 

The  report  of  Conifrcu  in  printed  in  the  youmali  c/  CfUgrtlf,  February 
3d,  Jlh,  and  15th,  1786.  "  Our  federal  distresses,"  uid  Mr.  Lee,  "  gatbcrfast 
to  a  point.  New  Jersey  ha«  refuted  the  requisition,  and  will  not  grant  a  shil- 
ling tili  New  York  accedes  to  the  iinpovt.  Perhaps  this  intemperance  ui 
Jersey  may  brlnK  this  Stale  to  acquiesce  in  a  system  of  finance  long  ago  a(^ 
proved  by  ten  Slates,  and  who»e  operation  might  have  saved  the  ditTicuIties, 
which  impend  over  the  Union." — New  York,  March  sd. 
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pretence  or  another,  no  matter  how  shallow,  as  long 
aslhey  can.  Of  this,  from  some  circumstances  which 
had  occurred.  I  have  been  convinced  since  August, 
1785,  and  gave  it  as  my  opinion  at  that  time,  if  not 
officially  to  Congress  as  the  sovereign,  at  least  to  a 
number  of  its  members,  that  they  might  act  accord- 
ingly. It  is  indeed  evident  to  me,  that  they  had  it  in 
cofltemplation  to  do  this  at  the  time  of  the  treaty. 
The  expression  of  the  article,  which  respects  the 
evacuation  of  them,  as  well  as  the  tenor  of  their 
conduct  since  relative  to  this  business,  is  strongly 
tnarkcd  with  deception.  I  have  not  the  smallest 
doubt,  but  that  every  secret  engine  is  continually  at 
nork  to  inflame  the  Indian  mind,  with  a  view  to  keep 
it  at  variance  with  these  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
retarding  our  settlements  to  the  westward,  and  de- 
priving us  of  the  fur  and  peltry  trade  of  that  country. 

Your  assurances,  my  dear  Marquis,  respecting  the 
male  and  female  asses,  arc  highly  pleasing  to  me,  I 
shall  look  for  them  with  much  expectation  and  great 
satisfaction,  as  a  valuable  acquisition  and  important 
smice. 

The  Jack  which  I  have  already  received  from  Spain, 
in  appearance  is  fine  ;  but  his  late  royal  master,  tho' 
past  his  grand  climacteric,  cannot  be  less  moved  by 
fcfflatc  allurements  than  he  Is;  or  when  prompted  can 
proceed  with  more  deliberation  and  majestic  solem- 
fiity  to  the  work  of  procreation. — The  other  Jack 
perished  at  sea. 

The  benevolence  of  your  heart,  my  dear  Marquis, 
is  so  conspicuous  upon  all   occasions,  that   I  never 
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wonderatany  fresh  proofs  of  it ;  but  your  late  purchi 
of  an  estate  in  the  colony  of  Cayenne,  with  a  view 
emancipating  the  slaves  on  it.  is  a  generous  and  nobti 
proof  of  your  humanity.  Would  to  God  a  like  spirit 
would  diffuse  itself  generally  into  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  But  I  despair  of  seeing  it. 
Some  petitions  were  presented  to  the  Assembly,  at 
its  last  session,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  the|B 
could  scarcely  obtain  a  reading.  To  set  them  aHoat 
at  once  would,  I  really  believe,  be  productive  of  much 
inconvenience  and  mischief;  but  by  degrees  it  cer- 
tainly might,  and  assuredly  ought  to  be  effected ;  and 
that  too  by  legislative  authority.  fl 

I  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  de 
St.  Simon,  in  which  I  have  requested  to  be  presented 
to  M.  de  Menonville.  The  favorable  terms  in  which 
you  speak  of  Mr.  Jefferson  gives  me  great  pleasure. 
He  is  a  man  of  whom  I  early  imbibed  the  highest 
opinion.  I  am  as  much  pleased,  therefore,  to  meet 
confirmations  of  my  discernment  in  these  matters, 
1  am  mortified  when  I  find  myself  mistaken.     *     • 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Mount  Vbrkoh,  i«  May,  itWT 
Dear  Sir, 

In  due  course  of  post,  I  have  been  honored  with 

your  favors  of  the   2d  and  i6th  of  March';    since 

which  I  have  been  a  good  deal  engaged  and  pretty 

much  from  home.     For  the  enclosure,  which  accom- 


A  the  first,  I  thank  you.  Mr.  Littlepagc  seems 
to  have  Forgot  what  had  been  his  situation,  forgot 
what  was  due  to  you,  and  indeed  what  was  necessary' 
to  bis  own  character;  and  his  guardian,  I  think,  seems 
to  have  fof^gotten  ever)*  thing.' 

I  coincide  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  that  there  are  errors  in  our  national  government, 
which  call  for  correction  ;  loudly,  1  would  add ;  but  I 
shall  6nd  myself  happily  mistaken  if  the  remedies  are 
at  hand.  We  are  certainly  in  a  delicate  situation  ; 
bvt  my  fear  is.  that  the  people  are  not  yet  sufficiently 
misUd  to  retract  from  error.  To  be  plainer,  I  think 
there  is  more  wickedness  than  ignorance  mixed  in  our 
councils.  Under  this  impression  1  scarcely  know 
what  opinion  to  entertain  of  a  general  convention. 
That  it  is  necessary  to  revise  and  amend  the  articles 
of  confederation,  I  entertain  no  doubt ;  but  what 
nay  be  the  consequences  of  such  an  attempt  is 
doubtful.  Yet  something  must  be  done,  or  the  fabric 
must  fall,  for  it  certainly  is  tottering. 
I  Ignorance  and  design  are  difficult  to  combat.  Out 
of  these  proceed  illiberal  sentiments,  improper  jeal- 
ousies, and  a  train  of  evils  which  oftentimes  in  repub- 
lican governments  must  be  sorely  felt  before  they  can 
be  removed.  The  former,  that  is  ignorance,  being  a 
fit  soil  for  the  latter  to  work  in,  tools  are  employed  by 
them  which  a  generous  mind  would  disdain  to  use; 
and  which  nothing  but  time,  and  their  own  puerile  or 
'ickcd  productions,  can  show  the  inefficacy  and  Uan- 

'Tlii  Hbfect  appnn  to  h«ve  been  msde  a  matter  of  miich  more   pnblic 
bponiBce  tban  ttt  menu  detened.     II  ■»  TuHy  espUined  in  the   Lift  of 
I  J^,  »ol-  i.,  pp.  ao4-2*>. 
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gerous  tendency  of.  T  think  often  of  our  situation, 
and  view  it  with  concern.  Krom  the  high  ground  we 
stood  upon,  from  the  plain  path  which  invited  our 
footsteps,  to  be  so  fallen  !  so  lost !  it  is  really  mortify- 
ing. But  virtue,  I  fear,  has  in  a  great  degree  taken  its 
departure  from  our  land,  and  the  want  of  a  disposition 
to  do  justice  is  the  source  of  the  national  embarrass- 
ments ;  for,  whatever  guise  or  colorings  arc  given  to 
them,  this  I  apprehend  is  the  origin  of  the  evils  we  now 
feci,  and  probably  shall  labor  under  for  some  time  yet. 
With  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  senti- 
ments of  sincere  friendship,  1  am.dear   Sir,  &c 


TO   HENRY    U   CHARTON. 

MoiTNT  Vebnon,  10th  M«y.  1786, 

Sir, 

The  letter  which  you  did  me  the  favor  to  write  to 
me  from  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  inst.  came  safely  to 
hand,  and  I  should  have  given  it  an  earlier  acknowl- 
edgment had  not  frequent  calls  from  home,  &  una- 
voidable business  prevented  it. 

I  do  not  perceive,  upon  recurring  to  the  subject, 
that  I  can  be  more  explicit  in  the  description  of  my 
Lands  on  the  Big  Kanhawa,  &  on  the  Ohio  between 
the  two  Kanhawas,  than  I  was  when  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  at  this  place. — If  I  recollect  rightly  I 
then  informed  you,  that  from  the  accounts  given  me 
of  them  by  the  Surveyor ;  from  what  !  had  seen  of 
them  myself,  (especially  the  tract  on  the  big  Kan- 
hawa)  from  every  other  source  of  information,  &  from 
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my  best  knowledge  &  belief,  there  can  be  no  finer 
land  in  that  or  any  other  countrj' ;  or  lands  more 
abounding  in  natural  advantages. 

The  whole  of  them  are  washed  by  the  rivers  I  have 
mentioned — are  furnished  with  land  streams  fit  for 
water  works  of  various  kinds — stored  with  meadow 
ground  wch.  may  be  reclaimed  in  the  cheapest  & 
most  expeditious  manner  imaginable,  (by  only  cutting 
away  trifling  banks  of  earth,  which  have  been  formed 
by  the  Beaver)  and  abound  in  fish  &  wild  fowl  of  all 
kinds,  as  well  as  ever)*  other  sort  of  game  with  which 
the  country  is  filled.  With  respect  to  the  quality  of 
the  soil,  it  may  be  conceived  that  none  can  exceed  it 
when  I  relate  a  single  fact,  namely,  that  it  was  the 
finii  choice  of  the  whole  country  thereabouts,  after  a 
thorough  research  of  it  by  an  excellent  judge,  the  late 
Colo.  Crawford. 

As  to  the  situation  of  them,  none  can  be  more 
atlvani^eous ;  for  living  about  midway  between  the 
upper  &  lower  settlements  on  the  Ohio,  the  trade 
must  pass  within  sight  of  those  Lands,  whilst  the 
occupants  of  them,  equally  convenient  to  both  might 
embrace  the  inland  navigation  of  either  Potomac  or 
James  river,  as  soon  as  they  are  made  to  communicate 
with  the  Western  waters ;  which  no  doubt  will  soon 
he  effected.  I  think  too,  I  should  not  be  mistaken 
were  I  to  add  that  ere  long  a  town  of  some  importance 
*il!  be  established  in  the  vicinity  of  them — viz — at 
^the  confluence  of  the  big  Kanhawa  &  Ohio  ;  which  is 
ic  point  at  which  the  trade  to  Richmond,  &  that 
is  carried  to  the  northern  parts  of  this  State.  & 


to  Mar)'Ia^nd  &  Pennsylvania,  must  separate.  But  to 
go  into  a  more  minute  detail  in  writing  of  what  has 
before  been  the  subject  of  oral  conversation,  would 
be  more  tiresome  than  interesting  ;  especially  as  it  is 
by  no  means  my  wish  that  any  purchase,  whatever — 
should  rely  upon  my  accot.  of  this  matter,  or  on  those 
of  any  others — but  judge  for  himself  or  themselves, 
in  all  things.  ■ 

When  you  asked  me  if  I  was  disposed  to  sell  these 
Lands,  I  answered  and  truly  that  1  had  never  had  it 
in  contemplation,  because  I  well  knew  they  would  rise 
more  in  value  than  the  purchase  money  at  the  present 
time  would  accumulate  by  interest ;  consequently 
under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  difficult  in  the 
present  moment  to  fix  on  a  price  which  would  be 
acceded  to,  that  would  be  an  equivalent  for  them 
hereafter.  However  as  I  had  no  family,  wished  to  live 
easy  &  to  spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  with  as 
little  trouble  as  possible,  I  said  I  would  part  with  them 
if  a  good  price  could  be  obtained ;  and  that  my  sense 
of  their  value  might  easily  be  ascertained  by  the 
terms  on  which  I  had  proi>osed  to  rent  them  (& 
which  I  think  you  told  me  you  had  seen).  One  of 
which,  amounting  in  fact  to  an  absolute  sale,  being  on 
a  Lease  of  999  years,  renewable,  was  at  ten  pounds 
this  currency  per  hundred  acres,  which  at  5  p.  cL — 
(the  legal  interest  in  this  State),  would  have  come  10 
40s.  like  money  pr.  acre  for  the  land  on  purchase: 
but  1  added,  that  if  any  one  person,  or  sett  of  men 
would  take  the  whole,  I  would  make  the  terms  of 
payment  easy  and  abate  considerably  in  the  price.     I 
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therefore  now  inform  you  that  the  lands  (the  patents 
&  plaLs  of  which  I  shewed  you)  the  titles  to  which 
are  uncontrollable — free  from  those  clashing  interests 
and  jarring  disputes  with  which  much  of  the  property 
id  that  country  is  replete,  are  in  quantities  &  situation 
as  follows— 

1st — 2314,  on  the  Ohio  river  three  or  four  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  the  little  Kanhawa. 

ad. — 2448  acres  on  the  said  river  abt  sixteen  miles 
below  the  former. 

3d — 4395  acres  on  Ditto,  just  above  the  great  bend 
ttt  it  &  below  the  other  two. 

4ih. — 10,990 — on  the  big  Kanhawa  (west  side) 
beginning  within  two  or  three  miles  of  its  conflux 
with  the  Ohio  &  extending  up  the  former  1 7  miles. 

Sth. —  7.276  acres  a  little  above  this  on  the  East  side 
of  the  same  river  Kanhawa. 

61b. — 2000  acres  higher  up  the  Kanhawa  (west 
side)  in  the  fork  between  Coal  river  and  it, 

7th. — 2950  acres,  opposite  thereto,  on  the  East 
side.     In  all  32,373  acres  on  both  rivers. 

For  these  lands  I  would  take  Thirty  thousand  Eng- 
lish guineas  (of  the  proper  weight)  or  other  specie 
current  in  the  country*,  at  its  equivalent  value. — Two 
ibou^nd  tive  hundred  of  which  to  be  paid  at  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Deeds  &  the  remainder  in  seven  years 
therefrom  with  an  interest  of  five  pr.  ct.  pr.  ann.  regu- 
Wly  paid  at  my  seat  'till  the  principal  shall  be 
discharged. 

I  am  not  inclined  to  part  with  any  of  these  Lands, 


,itean  inducement  to  settle  the  rest.     My  mind  is  so 


well  satisfied  of  the  superior  value  of  them  to  most 
others,  that  there  remains  no  doubt  on  it  of  my  ob- 
taining my  own  terms  as  the  country'  populates  and  the 
situation  &  local  advantages  of  them  unfold.  These 
terms  have  already  been  promulgated,  but  I  have  not  a 
copy  of  them  by  mc,  or  f  could  send  it  to  you.  They 
were  inserted  in  Dunlaps&  Claypoole's  Gazette  about 
two  years  ago,  at  whose  Office  it  is  probable  a  copy 
might  be  had.' — One  of  the  conditions  was,  if  my  mem- 
ory serves  me,  an  exemption  from  the  payment  of  rent 
three  years  whilst  the  tenements  were  opening  &  im- 
provements making  ;  this  1  am  still  inclined  to  fulfill. 

The  rents  were  different  according  to  the  term  for 
which  leases  were  to  be  granted. 

If  for  twenty  one  years  only,  they  were  to  com- 
mence &  end  at  £$  pr.  hundred ;  for  in  that  case  the 
stipulated  improvements  being  made,  I  knew  that 
almost  any  rent  might  be  had  for  the  Tenement 
thereafter. 

If  on  leases  renewable  every  ten  years  forever,  the 
rents  were  in  that  case  to  advance  in  a  certain 
ratio,  to  keep  pace  with  the  encreasing  value  of  the 
Land.  And  If  given  in  the  first  instance  for  999  yrs. 
as  has  been  mentioned  before,  then  the  rent  was  to 
commence  at  ten  pounds  pr.  hund.  Acres ;  which  being 
in  fact  an  alienation  of  the  property,  shewed  my  ideas 
of  its  present  value  &  purchase  money,  as  mentioned 
already.  These,  as  far  as  I  can  recite  from  memory, 
were  the  terms  on  which  I  offered  to  rent,  and  from 
which  I  feel  no  disposition  to  relax  unless  as  in  the 

'  Thin  ddvertitcmenl  is  reprinted   in   the  Magasine  of  Amfrtatm  //ishryt 
1678.  p.  6aj. 
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case  of  a  purchase,  some  one  or  more  persons  would 
lake  the  whole  off  my  hands  at  once,  &  become  re- 
sponsible for  the  rent ;  in  which  case  being  influenced 
bysitnilar  principles  I  might  abate  accordingly. 

I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  giving  such  letters 
as  you  have  asked,  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and 
Chevr.  dc  la  Luzerne,  but  conceive  they  could  only 
havean  embarrassing  operation.  It  is  certainly  as  con- 
sistent with  the  policy  of  one  country  to  discourage 
depopulation,  as  it  is  for  another  to  encourage  emi- 
gration. Considering  the  matter  in  this  point  of  view 
I  cannot  suppose,  however  well  disposed  either  of  the 
above  gentlemen  may  be  to  serve  this  countr)*,  that 
they  would  do  it  at  the  expence  of,  &  perhaps  hazard 
of  censure  from  their  own. 

One  of  these  gentlemen  too  being  in  the  diplomatic 
or  ministerial  line  would,  undoubtedly,  be  very  cau- 
tious in  expressing  a  sentiment  favorable  to  a  business 
of  this  kind. — my  best  wishes  however  will  follow  you 

n  ihro' all  the  stages  of  it;  and  with  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

P     P.  S.     I  shou'd  be  glad  to  know  whether  this  letter 

L      found  you  in  Philadelphia. 

^^H  TO  JAMES   TII.OHMAN. 

Dear  Sir  moukt vernon. s  June.  1786. 

J  have  j'ust  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of 
tie  26th  ulto. — 

Of  all  the  numerous  acquaintances  of  your  lately 
deceased  son,'  &  amidst  all  the  sorrowings  that  are 
mingled  on  that  melancholy  occasion,  I  may  venture 

■  Teach  I'Ughnui  died.  i8  April.  1786. 


to  assert  (that  excepting  those  of  his  nearest  relatives] 
none  could  have  felt  his  deaih  with  more  regret  thart* 
I  did,  because,  no  one  entertained  a  higher  opinion 
of  his  worth,  or  had  imbibed  sentiments  of  greater 
friendship  for  him  than  I  had  done.  That  you,  Sir. 
should  have  felt  the  keenest  anguish  for  this  loss,  I 
can  readily  conceive, — the  ties  of  the  parental  aflfec- 
tion  united  with  those  of  friendship  could  not  fail  to 
have  produced  this  effect  It  is  however  a  dispensa- 
tion, the  wisdom  of  which  is  inscrutable,  and  amidst^f 
all  your  grief,  there  is  this  consolation  to  be  drawn  : — 
that  while  living,  no  man  could  be  more  esteemed, 
and  since  dead,  none  more  lamented  than  Colo, 
Tilghman. 

As  his  correspondence  with  the  comtee.  of  New  Yorl 
is  not  connected  with  any  transactions  of  mine,  so. 
consequently,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  Papers  to 
which  you  allude  should  compose  part  of  my  public 
documents  ;  but  if  they  stand  single,  as  they  exhibi|H 
a  trait  of  his  public  character,  and  like  all  the  rest  o^^ 
his  transactions  will,  I  am  persuaded,  do  honor  to  his_^ 
understanding  and  probity,  it  may  be  desirable  in  thi( 
point  of  view,  to  keep  them  alive  by  mixing  thera  with] 
mine  ;  which,  undoubtedly,  will  claim  the  attention  of 
the  Historian  ; — who,  if  I  mistake  not.  will,  upon  an 
inspection  of  them,  discover  the  illiberal  ground  on 
which  the  charge  mentioned  in  the  extract  of  the  let- 
ter you  did  me  the  honor  to  inclose  me  is  founded.- 
That  a  calumny  of  this  kind  had  been  reported, 
knew  ; — I  had  laid  my  acct.  for  the  calumnies  of 
nonymous  scribblers :  but  I  never  before  had  conceived 
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thai  sucK  an  one  as  is  related,  could  have  originated 
wiih,  or  have  met  the  countenance  of  Capt.  Asgill ; 
whose  situation  often  filled  me  with  the  keenest  anguish. 
!  felt  for  him  on  many  accts.;  and  not  the  least,  when, 
viewing  him  as  a  man  of  honor  &  sentiment,  how  un- 
fortunate it  was  for  him  that  a  wretch  who  possessed 
neither  should  be  the  means  of  causing  in  him  a  single 
pang  or  a  disagreeable  sensation.     M  y  favorable  opin- 
tOQ  of  him,  however  is  forfeited,  if  being  acquainted 
with  these  reports,  he  did  not  immediately  contradict 
ihem. — That  I  could  not  have  given  countenance  to 
the  insults  which  he  says  were  offered  to  his  person, 
especially  the  grovelling  one  of  erecting  a  Gibbet 
before  his  prison  window,  will  I  expect,  readily  be  be- 
lieved, when  I  explicitly  declare  that  I  never  heard  of 
a  single  attempt  to  offer  an  insult,  and  that  I  had 
every  reason  to  be  convinced,  that,  he  was  treated  by 
the  officers  around  him,  with  all  the  tenderness  and 
tevery  civility  in  their  power. — I  would  fain  ask  Captn. 
'Asgill    how   he   could  reconcile    such    belief  (if  his 
mind  had  been  seriously  impressed  with  it)  to   the 
continual    indulgencies  and  procrastinations  he   had 
experienced  ?     He  will  not  I  presume  deny  that,  he 
was  admitted  to  his  parole  within  ten  or  twelve  miles 
of  the  British  lines : — if  not  to  a  formal  parole,  to  a 
confidence  yet  more  unlimited — by  being  permitted, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  recreation   of  his 
'mind,  to  ride,  not  merely  about  the  cantonment,  hut 
Into  the  surrounding  country  for  many  miles  with  his 
friend  and  companion  Maj.  Gordon,  constantly  attend- 
ing him.    Would  not  these  indulgencies  have  pointed 
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a  military  character  to  the  portrait  from  whence  the] 
Howed  ?     Did  he  conceive  that  discipline  was  so  laxj 
in  the  American  army  as  that  any  officer  in  it  woul( 
have  granted  these  liberties  to  a  Person  confined  by 
the  express  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  unless 
authorized  to  do  so  by  the  same  authority  ?  and  to 
ascribe  them  to  the  interference  of  Count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  is  as  void  of  foundation  as  his  other  conjectures ; 
for  I   do  not  recollect  that  a  sentence  ever  passe< 
between  that  General  and  me,  directly,  or  indirectly,^ 
on  the  subject.     I   was  not  without  suspicions  after , 
the  final  liberation  and  return  of  Capt.  Asgill  to  Nei 
York  that  his  mind  had  been  improperly  impressed  01 
that  he  was  defective  in  politeness.     The  treatment 
he  had  met  with,  in  my  conception,  merited  an  ac- 
knowledgment— None,  however  was  offered,  and 
never  sought  for  the  cause. 

This  concise  acct.  of  the  treatment  of  Capt.  Asgil] 
is  given  from  a  hasty  recollection  of  the  circura-" 
stances. — If  I  had  had  time,  and  it  was  essential,  by  un-^ 
packing  my  papers  and  recurring  to  authentic  files 
I  might  have  been  more  pointed  and  full.  It  is  ii 
my  power  at  any  time  to  convince  the  unbiased  mind' 
that  my  conduct  through  the  whole  of  the  transaction 
was  neither  influenced  by  passion,  guided  by  inhuman- 
ity orundertlie  control  of  any  interference  whatsoever. 
I  essayed  everything  to  save  the  innocent  and  bring 
the  guilty  to  punishment,  with  what  success  the  im- 
partial world  must  and  hereafter  certainly  will  decide., 
With  very  great  esteem.  &c.' 

'  Col.  Kumphrcyu  {lublished  in  the  CalumtUart  Afagattnf  for  Janwiry.  1787J 
DlBiiy  of  the  pxpen  rebitiag  to  the  Asgill  afiair. 
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TO    HENRY    LEE, 


iMv  DEAR  Sir, 


IN    CONGRESS. 
MouKT  Veihon,  i3Junc,  1786. 


The  advantages,  with  which  the  inland  navigation 
ofthe  Rivers  Potomac  and  James  are  pregnant,  must 
strike  every  mind  that  reasons  upon  the  subject ;  but 
ihere  is,  I  perceive,  a  diversity  of  sentiment  respsct- 
ingthe  benefits  and  the  consequences,  which  may  flow 
from  the  free  and  immediate  use  of  the  Mississippi. 
My  opinion  of  this  matter  has  been  uniformly  the 
same ;  and  no  light  in  which  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
sider the  subject  is  likely  to  change  it  It  is,  neither 
(0  relinquish  nor  to  push  our  claim  to  this  navigation, 
but  in  the  mean  while  to  open  all  the  communica- 
tions, which  nature  has  aflfordcd,  between  the  Atlantic 
States  and  the  western  territorj',  and  to  encourage 
the  use  of  them  to  the  utmost.  In  my  judgment  it 
is  a  matter  of  very  serious  concern  to  the  well-being 
of  the  former  to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  latter  to 
trade  with  them  ;  without  which,  the  ties  of  consan- 
guinity, which  arc  weakening  ever>'  day,  will  soon  be  no 
bond,  and  we  shall  be  no  more  a  few  years  hence  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  countr>',  than  the  British  and 
Spaniards  are  at  this  day  ;  not  so  much,  indeed,  be- 
cause commercial  connexions,  it  is  well  known,  lead  to 
others,  and  united  are  difTicuU  to  be  broken,  and  these 
must  lake  place  with  the  Spaniards,  if  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  is  opened. 

Clear  I  am,  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
*csiem  settlers,  as  low  down  the  Ohio  as  the  Big 
Kanhawa,  and  back  to  the  Lakes,  to  bring  their  prod- 
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uce  through  one  of  the  channels  I  have  named  ;  but 
the  way  must  be  cleared,  and  made  easy  and  obvious 
to  them,  or  else  the  ease  with  which  people  glide  down 
stream  will  give  a  different  bias  to  their  thinking  and 
acting.  Whenever  the  new  States  become  so  popu- 
lous and  so  extended  to  the  westward,  as  really  to 
need  it,  there  will  be  no  power  which  can  deprive 
them  of  the  use  of  the  Mississippi,  Why  then  should 
we  prematurely  urge  a  matter,  which  is  displeasing 
and  may  produce  disagreeable  conse<]uences,  if  it  is 
our  interest  to  let  it  sleep?  It  may  require  some 
management  to  quiet  the  restless  and  impetuous 
spirits  of  Kentucky,  of  whose  conduct  I  am  more 
apprehensive  in  this  business,  than  I  am  of  all  the 
opposition  that  will  be  given  by  the  Spaniards.'  Mrs, 
Washington  &  George  and  his  wife  join  me  in  com- 
pliments and  good  wishes  to  your  lady.  With  great 
esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  Sir.  &c.  ■ 

'  Mr.  Lee's  reply  to  the  ibove  ^^howctl  ibat  ihe  gcneri]  voice  id  Congress  wh 
cot  for  insiBiing  on  ihc  nKvigation  of  the  Mississippi  as  9  necessary  reqaisiie. 
In  a  treaty  with  Spain.  "  Your  rcaKUting."  said  he,  "  is  perfectly  conforma- 
ble in  ibe  pievalent  doctrine  on  that  xu1>jec1  in  Congren.  We  «rc  very  solid* 
lous  (o  form  11  treaty  with  Spain  for  commcrcinl  purposes.  Indeed  no  nation 
in  Eiuope  L-an  give  us  condilton!,  so  advaiKsKcuu*  lu  oar  trade  u  Ibat  kingdom. 
The  cairying  bu^ineu  (licy  are  like  ovir>«Ueii  in,  and  Ihis  commoa  eonrce  of 
(ttf^mkjr  in  adjuiilingcpmmercial  irnttin  1>cl«'«vii  other  nations,  does  not  tpplT 
10  Amerieii  and  Sjiain.  liui,  my  dear  Genera),  I  do  not  think  you  go  far 
enough.  Rather  than  defer  longer  a  free  and  liberal  sy»tcm  of  trade  with 
Spain,  why  not  aj(ree  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Mississippi  1  This  esclnsion  will 
not,  cannot,  exist  longer  than  the  infancy  of  the  western  emicrant^.  Therefore, 
loihose  pn^plc,  what  is  now  done  cannot  be  important.  To  the  Atlantic  State* 
it  Is  highly  itnpurLiut ;  for  we  have  no  pros|Kct  of  bringing  to  a  conclnsion  our 
negotiations  with  the  cmirt  nf  Madrid,  but  by  yielding  the  navigation  of  the 
Miuissippi.  Their  minitlcr  here  i*  under  po*itive  iniitractton«  on  that  pmat. 
In  all  othcrarraogementi  the  Spafiishmoiiarth  will  give  lo  the  Slates  testimonies 
of  bi>  regardand  friendnbip.     And  1  verily  believe,  that,  if  the  above  difficulty 
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TO   WILLIAM    GKAVSON,    IN   CONGRESS. 

n  r>  UOCNT  VeKKON-,  36  July.  1786. 

Dear  Sir,  •     j   7    « 

Is  it  not  among  the  most  unaccountable  things  in 
oature.  that  the  representation  of  a  great  country 
should  generally  be  so  thin  as  not  to  be  able  to  exe- 
cute the  functions  of  government  ?'    To  what  is  this 

ilMUbe  nmnoved,  ire  thonM  «oan  expciioice  the  Kdvanlagec,  which  would 
••w  fnwi  a  conDexion  «rilh  Spain," — July  3d. 

"11  I  iloppcd  tbun  oT  your  iiJca«  respecting;  the  luivigsiion  gf  the  Mi»- 

Mpfn,  or  of  what  may  be  the  opinions   of   ConRrcsii   on   this    subject, 

i>  «u  not  from  vant  of  coincidence  of  tenlinicnls.  but  becuine  1  wk;i  Igno- 

lut.  It  ihai  time,  of  the  nibf,  which  «rc  in  the  way  of  your  commercift] 

nnjwiih  Sp.iin,  and  because  I  thought  some  address  might  be  necessary 

ti  KMportie  with,  anil  keep  the  teltJcmcni  of  Kentucky  in  a  !>tale  of  qtiielncw. 

fA  lUi  monent  that  Kitlcmcnt  is  formiilable  ;  pcpolalion  ii  rapidly  increaiing 

Abe     There  are  manyambitioas  and  turbulem  spirils  among  )t«  inhabitants. 

rto.  from  tbe  pr«Mnt  difficulties  in  ilieir  iniercoitne  with  (he  Atlaatfc  State*. 

kna  turned  their  eyet  to  New  Orleans,  and  may  become  rioiont  and  ungov- 

oiiblr,  if  the  hope  of  traffic  with  it  is  cut  otT  by  treaty.     Notwithstanding,  tJ 

ii^  Rsiiim  19  coanier poised,  it  may  he  a  more  (avomlile  time  for  Congress  to 

^eak  decisively  to  them  than  when  ihey  have  got  stronger,  but  not  (ufficienlly 

Wtiuvd  to  fence  tbc  passage  of  the  MiMissippi  themselves  ;  whilst  the  plana, 

vhkh  arc  in  agitation  fur  upenin^;  comniunicationi  wilh  that  leiriton',  may,  U 

■ccwfnl,  nofoJd  to  them  new  procpectn  mutually  beneficial  lo  the  old  and  new 

Sbut.     All  these  matter^,  no  douht,  will  be  duly  concideret)  by  ConiJieM,  and 

■  dsdaion  had  on  whichever  side  the  advantaget  preponderate." —  Washington 
I  UHrmy  Ltt.  W  July,  1786. 

Enn  LAfayctu  had  left  the  country  cariyine  an  impression  thai  many  people 
F4id  Ml  detire  the  navigation  of  the  Miatuippi,  to.  it  might  prove  the  exccx*  of 

■  very  i^oad  thing— the  opening  of  ualcr.vrays- 

lli>  cortou*  that  at  Ihii  lime  the  Spanish  reprcientaljve,  Gardotjui,  believed 
Ihu  he  had  gained  the  tiippoft  nf  KiclNard  tienry  Lee  to  hi«  policy.  '*  Mi 
Mfwctablc  amico  el  CK-I're«identc  Mr.  Kicardo  lleaiy  Lee,  por  que  es  todo 
(Dcttro.  y  Miembru  de  Virginia  en  eitie  Congreuo,  cuya  prcsencia  acrobardua 

■  nt  micoIega«,  y  es  Cftpax  de  dar  doblc  consinenda  a  nuestras  ideas," — 
(MiyMi  u  FUriJa  Bianta,   ts  May,  1786. 

'  Mr.  Gnywn  had  written  :  "Till  within  a  »hort  time  the  reprctcntation  has 
itca  H>  thin,  aa  lo  render  it  impracticable  for  Congress  to  undertake  any  mat- 
Kt  ot  importance,  although  there  are  many  which  Te(|uire  ihdi  serioui  nlten- 
«ioii'— May  vjth. 


to  be  ascribed  ?  Is  it  the  result  of  political  manoeuvre 
in  some  States,  or  is  It  owing  to  supineness  or  want 
of  means  ?  Be  the  causes  what  they  may,  it  is  shame- 
ful and  disgusting.  In  a  word,  it  hurts  us.  Our 
character  as  a  nation  is  dwindling;  and  what  it  must 
come  to.  if  a  change  should  not  soon  take  place,  our 
enemies  have  foretold ;  for  in  truth  we  seem  either  nol 
capable,  or  not  willing,  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

For  want,  I  suppose,  of  competent  knowledge 
the  Connecticut  claim  to  western  territor)-,  the  com- 
promise which  is  made  with  her  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  disadvantageous  one  for  the  Union,  and,  if  her  right 
is  not  one  of  the  motives  (according  to  your  account) 
for  yielding  to  it,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  exceed- 
ingly dangerous  and  bad  ;  for  upon  such  ]>rinciples 
mighlt  not  right,  must  ever  prevail,  and  there  will  bcj 
no  surety  for  any  thing.' 


'  Alluding  to  ihc  tract  of  countr)'  usually  called  the  Connecticut  Kncrve, 
making  a  p&rl  of  th«  State  of  Ohio,  and  »tuatc  on  the  waih  sick  of  Luke  Ehc 
Speaking  of  Ihc  measure,  as  actedeil  10  hy  Congress,  Mr.  Gnyuin  uid  :  "The 
CODicqueDce  I  apjirchend  is  a  clear  lost  of  about  six  millions  of  acres  to  the 
United  Stales,  whicb  had  already  been  ceded  by  Virginia  and  New  Voiic ;  fot 
Iho  Assembly  of  Connecticut  now  tiltirg  will  anijuedionalilyapen  a  laad-office. 
ftiid  the  federal  consdlution  ha»  not  ({iven  a  court  in  this  iostaocc.  The  adnv 
cntes  for  this  measure  ar];cd  in  fa<n>r  of  iu  adoption,  tliat  the  daiin  of  a  power- 
ful State,  although  uniupporleil  by  rifiht.  was,  under  present  drcuiostancea,  a 
ditagrecalile  thing :  that  sacnficcs  must  be  made  for  ihc  public  tranquillity,  at 
well  U  to  acquire  an  indi»]>uuble  title  to  rhe  re«idne  :  that  Connecticut  would 
settle  it  immediately  with  en^igrants  wclUdispoMNl  to  the  Union,  who  would 
form  n  barrier,  not  only  againU  the  Britiah,  but  the  Indiau  tribes  ;  and  lliattlie 
llilck  selilement  they  would  itDmedjately  fvmi  wouM  enhance  the  ralae of  the 
adjacent  country  and  facilitate  einifirations  thereto." — Upon  these  grounds  the 
ccstDon  on  the  pan  of  Conncciicul  was  accepted  by  CgngrcM,  the  rtter\-atitn 
above  mentioned  bcins  conceded  at  the  same  time.  All  the  dclcf^tes.  except 
those  from  Vliginiaand  Maryland,  voted  in  favor  ol  the  proposition. — jF^urtiali, 
May  36th. 
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H  1  wish  very  siocerely,  that  the  land  ordinance  may 
^  answer  the  expectations  of  Congress.  I  had.  and  still 
have,  my  doubts  of  the  utility  of  the  plan,  but  pray 
devoutly,  that  they  may  never  be  realized,  as  I  am 
drsirous  of  seeing  it  a  productive  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue. That  part,  which  makes  the  waters  and  carrj^-ing- 
placcs  common  highways,  and  free  for  all  the  States, 
,      is  certainly  valuable. 

H     I  thank  you  for  the  other  articles  of  information. 
"  Soch  as  you  have  disclosed  confidentially,  you  may 
rest  assured  will  proceed  no  further,  till  it  becomes 
public  through  other  channels  ;   and  this  shall  always 
be  the  case  with  paragraphs,  which  are  so  marked. 
The  answer  to  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Adams  by  Lord 
Carmarthen   I   have  seen  at  large.     It  was  impolitic 
and  unfortunate  if  it  was  not  unjust  in  these  States  to 
pass  taws,  which  by  fair  construction  might  be  con- 
sidered as  infractions  of  the  treaty  of  peace.     It  is 
good  policy  at  all  times  to  place  one's  adversary  in 
the  wrong.     Had  we  observed  good  faith,  and  the 
western  posts  had  then  been  withheld  from   us  by 
Great  Britain,  we  might  have  appealed  to  God  and 
man  for  justice ;  and,  if  there  are  any  guarantees  to 
the  treaty,  we  might  have  called  upon  them  to  see  it 
fuUtUed.'     But  now  we  cannot  do  this;  though  clear  I 
am,  that  the  reasons  as.signed  by  the  British  ministrj' 

'  B7  ihc  Kvcnrh  uticte  of  Ihe  tmtjr  of  pc«c«,  the  pons  held  hj-  (he  tiritish 

lilhui  ibe  Utijlcd  Slalc»  were  to  tic  evacuatcil.     By  the  fourth  &rtklc,  cvcTy 

nlilt  WB*  lu  be  allowed  to  Brititb  subjecU  to  collerl  the  dcbU  due  to  them 

[fa  Ike  tcvvrml  Sl«t«K.     Lord  Camiartheit  had  shown,  by  t^ualing  thr  recent  laws 

I  Moic  of  Uw  Slates,  thai  obMscl»  h«d  been  ihrowo  in  ibe  way  o(  GoUectirg 

debit,  K»(I  thai  the  (ourib  article  of  the  Treaty  wat  thtu  viuUtetl.  which 

'  *u  (be  reauin  why  the  pott^  were  ddi  given  tip. 
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are  only  ostensible,  and  that  the  posts,  under  one  pre- 
tence or  another,  were  intended  to  have  been  detained, 
though  no  such  acts  had  ever  passed.  But  how  dif- 
ferent  would  our  situation  have  been  under  such 
circumstances.  With  very  sincere  regard  and  affec- 
tion, I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO    WAKELIN    WELCH,    ESQ. 

Mount  Vkbmon,  —  July,  1786. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last  of  the  28th  of  Novr.,  I  have  been 
favored  with  your  letters  of  the  27th  of  Feby.  &  13th 
of  March  ;  and  have  receiv'd  the  paper  hangings  and 
watch  by  Capt.  Andrews.  With  the  last  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington is  well  pleased,  and  I  thank  you  in  her  name 
for  your  attention  to  the  making  of  it. 

If  the  stocks  keep  up,  and  there  is  not  a  moral  cer- 
tainty of  their  rising  higher  in  a  short  time,  it  is  my 
wish  and  desire  that  my  interest  in  the  Bank  may  be 
immediately  sold,  and  the  money  arising  therefrom 
made  subject  to  my  Drafts  in  your  hands,  some  of 
which  at  60  days  sight  may  soon  follow  this  letter. 

The  footing  on  which  you  have  placed  the  interest 
of  my  debt  to  you,  is  all  I  require.  To  stand  on  equal 
ground  with  others  who  owe  money  to  the  merchants 
in  England,  and  who  were  not  so  prompt  in  their  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  as  I  have  been,  is  all  I  aim  at. 
Whatever  the  two  Countries  may  finally  decide  with 
respect  to  interest ;  or  whatever  general  agreement  or 
compromise  may  be  come  to,  between  British  Cred- 
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itors  and  American  Debtors,  I  am  willing  to  abide 
by;  nor  should  1  again  have  touched  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  this  letter,  had  you  not  introduced  a  case  which, 
in  my  opinion  has  no  similitude  with  the  point  in 
qu»tion. 

You  say  I  have  received  interest  at  the  Bank,  for 
the  money  which  was  there — granted — ^but  (besides 
remarking  that  only  part  of  this  money  was  mine)  per. 
mitme  to  ask  if  G.  Britain  was  not  enabled  by  means 
je  bank,  to  continue  the  War  with  this  country  ? 
Sether  this  war  did  not  deprive  us  of  the  means  of 
paying  our  Debts  ?  and  whether  the  interest  I  re- 
ceived from  this  source  did  or  could  bear  any  propor- 
tion to  the  losses  I  sustained  by  having  my  grain,  my 
Tobacco  and  ever)'  article  of  produce,  rendered  un- 
saleable and  left  to  perish  on  my  hands  ? 

I  However,  I  again  repeat  that  I  ask  no  discrimina* 
tionof  you  in  my  favor,  for  had  there  been  no  stipu- 
lation by  treaty  to  secure  debts — nay  more,  had  there 
even  been  an  exemption  by  the  legislative  authority 
or  practice  of  this  Country  against  it,  I  would,  from  a 
conviction  of  the  propriety  and  justice  of  the  meas- 

lOtchave  discharged  my  original  6x^1  to  you. 

Rut  from  the  moment  our  ports  were  shut,  and  our 
markets  were  stopped  by  the  hostile  fleets  and  armies 
ot  Great  Britain,  'till  the  first  were  opened,  and  the 
oibcrs  revived,  I  should,  for  the  reasons  I  have  (tho' 
very  cursorily)  assigned,  have  thought  the  interest  dur- 
ing tliaiepocha,  stood  upon  a  very  different  fooling. 

1  am  much  obliged  by  the  trouble  you  have  taken 
to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  the  connexion  between 
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the  House  of  Messrs.  Hanbury  &  Co.»  and  Balfour  £ 
Barrand.  I  had  no  sanguine  hopes  of  redress  froir 
that  quarter,  but  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  only  chance  1 
was  willing  to  try  it.     I  am,  &c 


TO   THE    CHEVALIER    DE    LA    LUZERNE. 

SfomVBVKHC,  I  Aagust.  1786. 

Dear  Sir. 

The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on 
the  3d  of  Februar}''  has  come  safely  to  hand.  Nothing 
could  be  more  satisfactory'  to  me  than  the  friendl) 
sentiments  contained  in  it.  and  the  generous  mannei 
in  which  you  alwa\'s  interest  yourself  in  the  happiness 
and  dignity'  of  the  United  States.  I  wish  I  had  it  ir 
my  power  to  inform  you  that  the  several  States  had 
fully  complied  with  all  the  wise  requisitions,  which 
Congress  has  made  to  them  on  national  subjects. 
But.  unfortunately  for  us.  this  ts  not  yet  the  case, 
although  for  my  own  part  I  do  not  cease  to  expect, 
that  this  just  policy  wilt  ultimately  take  effect  It  is 
not  the  part  of  a  good  citizen  to  despair  of  the  repub- 
lic :  nor  ought  we  to  have  calculated,  that  our  young 
governments  would  have  aci^uired  in  so  short  a  period 
alt  the  consistency  and  solidity-,  which  it  has  been  the 
work  of  ages  to  give  to  other  nations.  AH  the  States, 
however,  have  at  length  granted  the  impost ;  though 
unhappily  some  of  them  have  granted  it  under  such 
quotitKations  as  have  hitherto  prevented  its<^>eration. 
The  greater  ^vut  of  the  Union  seems  to  be  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  fedentl  measures,  and  of  investing 
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Congress  with  the  power  of  regulating  the  commerce 
of  the  whole.     The  reasons  you  offer  on  this  subject 
are  certainly  forcible,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  will  ere 
long  have  their  due  efficacy.' 
h     In  other  respects  our   internal   governments  are 
daily  acquiring  strength.     The  laws  have  their  fullest 
energy ;  justice  is  well  administered ;   robber>'.  vio- 
lence, or  murder  is  not  heard  of,  from  New  Hampshire 
I  to  Georgia.     The  people  at  large,  (as  far  as  I  can 
learn,)  are  more  industrious  than  they  were  before  the 
war.     Economy   begins,    partly    from    necessity   and 
partly  from  choice  and  habit,  to  prevail.     The  seeds 
of  population  are  scattered  over  an  immense  tract 
of  western  country.     In  the  old  States,  which  were 
tJie  theatres  of  hostility,  it  is  wonderful  to  see  how 
soon  the  ravages  of  war  are  repaired.     Houses  are 
rebuilt,  fields  enclosed,  stocks  of  cattle,  which  were 
destroyed,  are  replaced,  and  many  a  desolated  territory 
assumes  again  the  cheerful  appearance  of  cultivation. 
In  many  places  the  vestiges  of  conflagration  and  ruin 
are  hardly  to  be  traced.     The  arts  of  peace,  such  as 
clearing  rivers,  building  bridges,  and  establishing  con- 
liences  for  travelling,  are  assiduously  promoted. 

>  "I  Ikank  your  EiccUcik:;  for  tbe  <letaiU.  which  yon  have  ko  kinrlly  given 
■t  nspccting  Atnrncan  liTain.  The  sentimeiu^  at  VcnaiUn  ore  simiUt  CQ 
T9ar  Qirn.  in  rcswd  to  the  powen  Uut  the  Sui«  ought  to  grant  to  Congreu 
he  tbs  pttrpwe  of  a  genenl  recul&tlon  of  cotDinercc.  So  w»e  uid  prudent  a 
momm  csnoM  surely  mult  in  any  ficirimcnt  to  liberty ;  and  the  Americans 
htre  too  irnicta  intellifcnce  And  good  sense  not  to  perceive  thai  foreign  powcn, 
*hode«)re  conmerctal  Klli«nce.iM^l)i  Ihcnt,  cannot  trcal  with  tliirtecn  dulitict 
SMo,  which,  having  different  iniereits  among  Ihemiclves,  can  only  act  in  a 
tailed  upacity  through  Congmi  in  adopting  tucb  g«n end  measures,  as  wO)  re- 
4o«1m1  la  the  advantage  of  the  republic.  I  hupe  the  nexi  ncwv,  vrluch  wc  stull 
ncdfc  trpin  America,  will  inform  tu,  thai  the  several  Icgiolaiureii  have  put  the 
liHhndtoUusinponaai  affair." — Lutertuii-  H'ar^i'nifVK, 3d Fcbniuy,  1786. 
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In  short,  the  foundation  of  a  great  empire  is  laid,  at 
I  please  myself  with  a  persuasion,  that  Providen* 
will  not  leave  its  work  imperfect. 

I  am  sensible,  that  the  picture  of  our  situatioi 
which  has  been  exhibited  in  Europe  since  the  peace, 
has  been  of  a  very  different  complexion  ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  all  the  unfavorable  features  have 
been  much  heightened  by  the  medium  of  the  English 
newspapers,   through  which  they  have    been   repre* 
sented.     The  British  still  continue  to  hold  the  postfl 
on  our  frontiers,  and  affect  to  charge  us  with  som? 
infractions  of  the  treaty.    On  the  other  hand  we  retort 
the  accusation.      What  will  be  the  consetjuences 
more  than  I  can  predict.     To  me,  however,  it  appes 
that  they  are  playing  the  same  foolish  game  in  con? 
merce  that  they  have  lately  done  in  war ;  that  their 
ill-judged  impositions  will  eventually  drive  our  ships 
from  their  ports,  wean  our  attachments  from  thed 
manufactures,  and  give  to  France  decided  advantages 
for  a  commercial  connexion  with  us.     To  strengthen 
the  alliance,  and  promote  the  interests  of  France  and 
America,  will  ever  be  the  favorite  object  of  him,  who 
has  the  honor  to  subscribe  himself,  with  every  senti- 
ment of  attachment,  dear  Sir.  &c. 


TO    THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MOUHT  Vernok. 


Auguil,  \1ib.\ 


Dear  Sir, 

The  letters  you  did  me  the  favor  to  write  to  m< 
on  the  4th  and  7th  of  Januar>',  have  been  duly 
ceived.     In  answer  to  your  obliging  inquiries  respect- 
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iag  the  dress,  attitude,  &c.,  which  I  would  wish  to 
have  given  to  the  statue  in  question,  I  have  only  to 
observe,  that,  not  having  sufficient  knowledge  in  the 
art  of  sculpture  to  oppose  my  judgment  to  the  taste 
•of  connoisseurs,  I  do  not  desire  to  dictate  in  the 
matter.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  whatever  may  be  judged  decent  and  proper.  I 
should  even  scarcely  have  ventured  to  suggest,  that 
perhaps  a  servile  adherence  to  the  garb  of  antiquity 
might  not  be  altogether  so  expedient,  as  some  little 
deviation  in  favor  of  the  modern  costume,  if  I  had  not 
learnt  from  Colonel  Humphreys,  that  this  was  a  cir- 
cumstance hinted  in  conversation  by  Mr.  West  to  Mr. 
Houdon.  This  taste,  which  has  been  introduced  in 
painting  by  West,  I  understand  is  received  with  ap- 
plause, and  prevails  extensively.     *     «     • 

We  have  no  news  of  importance  ;  and,  if  we  had,  I 
should  hardly  be  in  the  way  of  learning  it,  as  1  divide 
my  time  between  the  superintendence  of  opening  the 
navigation  of  our  rivers,  and  attention  to  my  private 
concerns.  Indeed  I  am  too  much  secluded  from  the 
world  to  know  with  certainty  what  sensation  the  re- 
fusal of  the  British  to  deliver  up  the  western  posts 
has  made  on  the  public  mind.  I  fear  the  edge  of  its 
sensibility  is  somewhat  blunted.  Federal  measures 
are  not  yet  universally  adopted.  New  York,  which  was 
las  well  disposed  a  State  as  any  in  the  Union,  is  said 
to  have  become  in  a  degree  anti-federal.  Some 
other  States  are  in  my  opinion  falling  into  very  fool- 
ish and  wicked  plans  of  emitting  paper  money.  I 
cannot  however  give  up  my  hopes  and  expectations, 


that  we  shall  ere  long  adopt  a  more  just  and  liberal 
system  of  policy.  What  circumstances  will  lead,  or 
what  misfortunes  will  compel  us  to  it.  is  more  than 
can  be  told  without  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  In  the 
mean  time  the  people  are  industrious.  Economy 
begins  to  prevail,  and  our  internal  governments  are 
in  general  tolerably  well  administered. 

You  will  probably  have  heard  of  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Greene  before  this  reaches  you  ;  in  which  case 
you  will,  in  common  with  your  countrymen,  have  re-, 
gretted  the  loss  of  so  great  and  so  honest  a  man.' 
Genera!  McDougall,  who  was  a  brave  soldier  and  a 
disinterested  patriot,  is  also  dead.'  He  belonged  to 
the  legislature  of  his  State.  The  last  act  of  his  life 
was  (after  being  carried  on  purpose  to  the  Senate)  to 
give  his  voice  against  the  emission  of  a  paper  cur- 

'  Greene  died  near  Sarannah,  19  June.  1786,  aged  foity.four. 

"  PcTiuaded  as  I  alwayt  have  been  of  (jeni.  Ureene's  integrity  and  worlli, 
I  ipurncd  Ihoie  rcpattt  which  (ended  to  calumniate  kit  conduct  in  the  connec- 
tion with  Danlcs  ;  being  perfecily  ironvincetl  that  whenever  ihe  matter  shoold 
be  Jnv«tigaie(I,  hii  nioiifes  for  coterini;  into  it  would  appcur  pure  and  iiniin* 
peachablc. — I  was  not  without  my  (eon  though  that  he  taif;ht  suOei  la  a  pecv- 
niaiy  way  by  his  engagcmcot  with  this  man. — I  would  fain  hope  however  that 
the  atHc  may,  ultimaiely.  be  otherwii^e  :  and  that  upon  a  Anal  scitlcmcbt  of  his 
afTaira  (here  will  be  a  handcome  competency  for  Mr».  Greene  and  the  childmi,  1 
—Bui  nhould  the  cawe  be  otberwiic,  nn>d  Mn.  Crccnc,  yourself,  and  Mr.  Rat- 
ledge  would  think  proper  to  cntninl  my  oameKaLe  G.  Wa^tngtoo  Greene  to 
my  care,  I  will  ijivehim  as  good  an  education  oa  this  country  (I  mean  th« 
United  Slatet)  wtU  afford,  ami  will  bnn^  him  up  to  either  of  the  genteel 
professions  that  his  frda.  may  chuse.  or  hii  own  tnclinRtion  thall  lead  him  to 
pDiKiic.  at  my  own  coit  &  expence. 

"  I  condole  very  ninccrely  with  Mn.  Greene  (to  whom  pleaie  to  tender  my 
rapecls^  and  the  ml  of  General  UtecDe't  friends  at  the  lo»  the  public,  as  well 
a*  hit  family,  has  suitlaiiicd  by  the  death  of  this  valuable  L-haractcr— especially 
al  this  criai*— when  the  political  machine  iteemi  pregnant  with  the  moal  awful 
tvvms."~- tytuii'agtoa  la  Jtrtmtak  Wadiwertk,  33  October,  178& 

■  Died  8  June,  17S6. 


p 
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rcncy.  Colonel  Tilghman,  who  was  formerly  of  my 
family,  died  lately,  and  left  as  fair  a  reputation  as 
ever  belonged  to  a  human  character.  Th\is  some  of 
the  pillars  of  the  revolution  fall.  Others  are  mould- 
ering by  insensible  degrees.  May  our  country  never 
want  props  to  support  the  glorious  fabric.  With 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c 


TO   JOHN    JAY. 

MorMT  Vbinon,  -r  August.  1786.      ^^^^  *^ 

DearSir,  -jK-w*TJ 

I  have  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  inter-  J**J'  &j 
esting  letter  of  the  27th  of  June,  as  well  as  for  the  l3 
other  communications  you  had  the  goodness  to  make 
at  the  same  time.  I  am  sorry  to  be  assured,  of  what 
indeed  I  had  little  doubt  before,  that  we  have  been 
guilty  of  violating  the  treaty  in  some  instances.  What 
a  misfortune  it  is,  the  British  should  have  so  well 
grounded  a  pretext  for  their  palpable  infractions  ! 
And  what  a  disgraceful  part,  out  of  the  choice  of 
difficulties  before  us,  are  we  to  act ! 

Your  sentiments,  that  our  affairs  are  drawing  rap- 
idly to  a  crisis,  accord  with  my  own.  What  the  event 
will  be,  is  also  beyond  the  reach  of  my  foresight.  Wc 
have  errors  to  correct.  We  have  probably  had  too 
good  an  opinion  of  human  nature  in  forming  our 
confederation.  Experience  has  taught  us,  that  men 
will  not  adopt  and  carry  into  execution  measures  the 
best  calculated  for  their  own  good,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  coercive  power.    I  do  not  conceive  we  can 


exist  long-  as  a  nation  without  having  lodged  some 
where  a  power,  which  will  pervade  the  whole  Union  in 
as  energetic  a  manner  as  the  authority  of  the  State 
governments  extends  over  the  several  States,  f 

To  be  fearful  of  investing  Congress,  constituted  as 
that  body  is,  with  ample  authorities  for  national  pur- 
poses, appears  to  me  the  very  climax  of  popular  ab- 
surdity and  madness.  Could  Congress  exert  them  for 
the  detriment  of  the  public,  without  injuring  them- 
selves in  an  equal  or  greater  proportion  ?  Are  notfl 
their  interests  Inseparably  connected  with  those  of 
their  constituents  ?  By  the  rotation  of  appointment, 
must  they  not  mingle  frequently  with  the  mass  off 
citizens  ?  Is  it  not  rather  to  be  apprehended,  if  they 
were  possessed  of  the  powers  before  described,  that 
the  individual  members  would  be  induced  to  use  them, 
on  many  occasions,  very  timidly  and  ineflicaciously  for 
fear  of  losing  their  popularity  and  future  election  ? 
We  must  take  human  nature  as  we  find  it  Perfection 
falls  not  to  the  share  of  mortals.  Many  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  Congress  have  too  frequently  made  use  of^ 
the  suppliant,  humble  tone  of  requisition  in  applica-fl 
tions  to  the  States,  when  they  had  a  right  to  assert 
their  imperial  dignity  and  command  obedience.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  requisitions  are  a  perfect  nullity  where 
thirteen  sovereign,  independent,  disunited  States  are 
in  the  habit  of  discussing  and  refusing  compliancefl 
with  them  at  their  option.  Requisitions  arc  actually 
little  better  than  a  jest  and  a  by-word  throughout  the 
land.  If  you  tell  the  legislatures  they  have  violated 
the  treaty  of  peace,  and  invaded  the  prerogatives  of 
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the  confederacy,  they  will  laugh  in  your  face.  What 
dicn  is  to  be  done?  Things  cannot  goon  in  the  same 
train  forever.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  as  you  observe, 
diat  the  better  kind  of  people,  being  digusted  with  the 
circumstances,  will  have  their  minds  prepared  for  any 
revolution  whatever.  We  are  apt  to  run  from  one 
extreme  into  another.  To  anticipate  and  prevent 
ciisastrous  contingencies  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom 
and  patriotism. 

^  What  astonishing  changes  a  few  years  are  capable 
Bof  producing.  I  am  told  that  even  respectable  char- 
"acters  speak  of  a  monarchical  form  of  government 
without  horror.  From  thinking  proceeds  speaking ; 
thence  to  acting  is  often  but  a  single  step.  But  how 
irrevocable  and  tremendous!  What  a  triumph  for 
our  enemies  to  verify  their  predictions  !  What  a  tri- 
umph for  the  advocates  of  despotism  to  find,  that  we 
are  incapable  of  governing  ourselves,  and  that  systems 
founded  on  the  basis  of  equal  liberty  are  merely  ideal 
and  fallacious!  Would  to  God,  that  wise  measures 
may  be  taken  in  time  to  avert  the  consequences  we 
have  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend. 

Retired  as  I  am  from  the  world.  I  frankly  acknowl- 
edge I  cannot  feel  myself  an  unconcerned  spectator. 
Yet.  having  happily  assisted  in  bringing  the  ship  into 
port,  and  having  been  fairly  discharged,  it  is  not  my 
business  to  embark  again  on  a  sea  of  troubles.  Nor 
could  it  be  expected,  that  my  sentiments  and  opinions 
would  have  much  weight  on  the  minds  of  my  country- 
men. They  have  been  neglected,  though  given  as  a 
last  legacy  in  the  most  solemn  manner.     I  had  then 


perhaps  some  claims  to  public  attention.     I  consider 
myself  as  having  none  at  present.     Mrs  Washington^ 
joins  me  in  compliments,  etc  ^M 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  esteem  and  friendship, 
I  am.  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TtO   the    marquis    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

HOUKT  VSRNOIT,  IS  AnfrUEl,  ^^tt>. 

Mv  DEAR  Marquis, 

I  will  not  conceal,  that  my  numerous  corresponden-" 
cies  are  daily  becoming  irksome  to  me.     Yet  I  always 
receive  your  letters  with  augmenting  satisfaction,  andi 
therefore  rejoice  with  you  in  the  measures,  which  are| 
likely  to  be  productive  of  a  more  frequent  intercourse 
between  our  two  nations.     Thus  motives  of  a  private 
as  well  as  of  a  public  nature  conspire  to  give  mcj 
pleasure,  in  finding  that  the  active  policy  of  France  is 
preparing  to  take  advantage  of  the  supine  stupitlity  ol 
England  with  respect  to  our  commerce. 

While  the  latter  by  its  impolitic  duties  and  rcstrio-^ 
lions  is  driving  our  ships  incessantly  from  its  harbors, 
the  former  seems,  by  the  invitations  it  is  giving,  to 
stretch  forth  the  friendly  hand  to  invite  thcmi  into  its 
ports.  I  am  happy  In  a  conviction,  that  there  may 
be  established  between  France  and  the  United  States 
such  a  mutual  intercourse  of  good  ofhces  and  recipro- 
cal interests,  as  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  th<^| 
happiest  consequences.  Nations  are  not  influenced, 
as  individuals  may  be,  by  disinterested  friendships  ;  but, 
when  it  is  their  interest  to  live  In  amity,  v 
little  reason  to  apprehend  any  rupture.     This  prina- 
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pie  of  union  can  hardly  exist  in  a  more  distinguished 
manner  between  two  nations,  than  it  docs  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  There  are  many  arti- 
cles of  manufacture,  which  we  stand  absolutely  in  need 
of.  and  shall  continue  to  have  occasion  for.  so  long  as 
we  remain  an  agricultural  people,  which  will  be  while 
lands  are  so  cheap  and  plenty,  that  is  to  say,  for  ages 
to  come. 

In  the  mean  time  we  shall  have  large  quantities  of 
timber,  fish,  oil,  wheat,  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  &c  to 
dispose  of.  Money  we  have  not.  Now  it  is  obvi- 
ous, that  wc  must  have  recourse  for  the  goods  and 
manufactures  we  may  want  to  the  nation,  which  will 
enable  us  to  pay  for  them  by  receiving  our  produce 
in  return.  Our  commerce  with  any  of  the  great  man- 
ufacturing kingdoms  of  Europe  will,  therefore,  be  in 
proportion  to  the  facility  of  making  remittances,  which 
such  manufacturing  nations  may  think  proper  to 
afford  us.  On  the  other  hand,  France  has  occasion 
for  many  of  our  productions  and  raw  materials.  Let 
her  judge  whether  it  is  most  expedient  to  receive  them 
by  direct  importation,  and  to  pay  for  them  in  goods, 
or  Co  obtain  them  through  the  circuitous  channel  of 
Britain,  and  lo  pay  for  them  in  money  as  she  formerly 
did. 

I  know  that  Britain  arrogantly  expects  we  will  sell 
our  produce  wherever  we  can  find  a  market,  and  bring 
the  money  to  purchase  goods  from  her.  I  know  that 
she  vainly  hopes  to  retain  what  share  she  pleases  in 
our  trade,  in  consequence  of  our  prejudices  in  favor 
of  her  fashions  and  manufactures.     But  these  are  iUu- 
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sions,  which  will  vanish  and  disappoint  her,  as  the 
dreams  of  conquest  have  already  done.      Experience 
is  constantly  teaching  us,  that  these  predilections  were  ^j 
founded  In  error.     We  lind  the  quality  and  price  of  ^| 
the  French  goods  we  receive,  in  many  instances,  to 
be  better  than  the  quality  and  price  of  the  English,  ^k 
Time,  and  a  more  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  " 
business  may  be  necessary  to  instruct  your  merchants  ^ 
in  the  choice  and  assortment  of  goods  necessary  for  ^| 
such  a  country.     As  to  an  ability  (or  giving  credit,  in   ^ 
which  the  English  merchants  boast  a  superiority,  I 
am  confident  it  would  be  happy  for  America  if  the  ^j 
practice  could  be  entirely  abolished.  ^f 

However  unimportant  America  may  be  considered 
at  present,  and  however  Britain  may  affect  to  despise 
her  trade,  there  will  assuredly  come  a  day,  when  this 
country  will  have  some  weight  in  the  scale  of  empires.   ^ 
While  connected  with  us  as  colonies  only,  was  not  H 
Britain  the  first  power  in  the  world?     Since  the  dis-  " 
solution  of  that  connexion,  does  not  France  occupy 
the  same  illustrious  place  ?    Your  successful  endeav- 
ors, my  dear  Marquis,  to  promote  the  interests  of  your 
two  countries,  (as  you  justly  call  them,)  must  give  you 
the  most  unadulterated  satisfaction.     Be  assured  the 
measures,  which  have  lately  been  taken,  with  regard 
to  the  two  articles  of  oil  and  tobacto^  have  tended 
very  much  to  endear  you  to  your  fellow  citizens  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
I        Although  I  pretend  to  no  peculiar  information  re- 
specting commercial  afTairs,  nor  any  foresight  into  the 
scenes  of  futurity,  yet,  as  the  member  of  an  infant 


empire,  as  a  philanthropist  by  character,  and,  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  as  a  citizen  of  the 
great  republic  of  humanity  at  large.  I  cannot  help 
taming  my  attention  sometimes  to  this  subject.  I 
would  be  understood  to  mean,  I  cannot  avoid  reflect- 
ing with  pleasure  on  the  probable  influence,  that 
commerce  may  hereafter  have  on  human  manners  and 
society  in  general.  On  these  occasions  1  consider 
how  mankind  may  be  connected  like  one  great  family 
in  fraternal  ties.  I  indulge  a  fond,  perhaps  an  enthu- 
siastic idea,  that,  as  the  world  is  evidently  much  less 
barbarous  than  it  has  been,  its  melioration  must  still 
be  progressive:  that  nations  are  becoming  more  hu- 
manized in  their  policy,  that  the  subjects  of  ambition 
and  causes  for  hostility  arc  daily  diminishing  ;  and,  in 
fine,  that  the  period  is  not  very  remote,  when  the 
benefits  of  a  liberal  and  free  commerce  will  pretty 
generally  succeed  to  the  devastations  and  horrors  of 
war. 

~"  Some  of  the  late  treaties,  which  have  been  entered 
into,  and  particularly  that  between  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia and  the  United  States,  seem  to  constitute  a  new 
era  in  negotiation,  and  to  promise  the  happy  conse- 
quences I  have  just  now  been  mentioning.  But  let 
me  ask  you.  my  dear  Marquis,  in  such  an  enlight- 
ened, such  a  liberal  age,  how  is  it  possible  the  great 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  should  submit  to  pay  an 
annual  tribute  to  the  little  piratical  states  of 
Barbary?  Would  to  Heaven  we  had  a  navy  able  to 
reform  those  enemies  to  mankind,  or  crush  them  into 
non-existence.     •     *     * 


6o 


TJIE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1786^ 


TO   DAVID   HUMPHREYS.* 


Mount  Vfjikok,  i  September,  1786. 

My  dear  Humphreys, 

Enclosed  are  all  the  documents  Mr.   Lear  could 
find  respecting  the  confinement  and  treatment  under 
it  of  Captain  Asgill.     For  want  of  recurrence  to  them 
before  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Tilghman,'  I  perceive,  that  a 
bad  memory  had  run  me  into  an  error  in  my  narrative 
of  the  latter,  in  one  particular.     For  it  should  seem 
by  tliat,  as  if  the  loose  and  unguarded  manner,  tOH 
which  Captain  Asgill  was  held,  was  sanctioned  by  mef^ 
whereas  one  of  my  letters  to  Colonel  Dayton  con-^ 
demns  this  conduct,  and  orders  Asgill  to  be  closeljH 
confined.     Mr.  Lear  has  given  all  the  letters  at  length. 
Extracts  might  have  answered  ;  but  I  judged  it  better 
that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  correspondence  shouldj^ 
appear,  that  no  part  might  seem  to  be  hidden.  B 

i  .well  remember  Major  Gordon's  attending  Asgill ; 
and  by  one  of  my  letters  to  Dayton  it  is  evident,  that 
Gordon  had  written  to  me,  but  my  letter  books  have 
registered  no  reply.  In  what  manner  it  would  be  best 
to  bring  this  matter  before  the  public  I  am  at  a  loss, 
and  leave  it  to  you  to  determine  under  a  consideration 
of  the  circumstances,  which  are  as  fiilly  communicated 
as  the  documents  in  my  hands  will  enable  me  to  do. 
There  is  one  mystery  in  the  business,  which  I  cannot 
develop,  nor  are  there  any  papers  in  ray  possession 
which  explain  it.     Hazcn  was  ordered  to  send  an  uibH 

'  The  commUiioQcrs  for  mnking  UcrHcs  in  EurDjw,  of  which  Colonrf  Hun- 
pbreyi  was  secnury,  having  b«cn  dii^olved,  he  retuincd  to  the  United  Stattv, 
in  May.  tind  since  thai  lime  he  h&d  puscd  sercml  days  xi  Mount  Veraon. 
was  now  in  ConnccticuL 

*  This  letter  may  h«  seen  trndei  the  date  of  June  Jth. 


conditional  prisoner.  Asgill  conies.  Hazen,  or  some 
other,  must  have  given  information  of  a  Lieutenant 
Turner,  (under  the  former  description).  Turner  is 
ordered  on,  but  never  came.  Why  ?  I  am  unable  to 
say  ;  nor  is  there  any  letter  from  Hazen  (to  be  found,) 
which  accounts  for  a  non-compliance  with  the  order. 
If  I  had  not  too  many  causes  to  distrust  my  memory, 
1  should  ascribe  it  to  there  having  been  no  such  offi- 
cer, or  that  he  was  also  under  capitulation  ;  for  Captain 
Shaach '  seems  to  have  been  held  as  a  proper  victim 
after  this. 

I  will  write  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  Mr.  Tilghman, 
requesting  him  to  withhold  my  first  accounts  of  As- 
gill's  treatment  from  his  correspondent  in  England, 
promising  an  authentic  one  from  original  papers.  It 
may,  however,  have  passed  him.  In  that  case,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  say  something  to  reconcile 
my  own  accounts. 

I  I  write  to  you  with  a  very  aching  head  and  disor- 
dered frame,  and  Mr.  Lear  will  copy  the  letter.  Sat- 
urday last,  by  an  imprudent  act,  i  brought  on  an  ague 
and  fever  on  Sunday,  which  returned  with  violence 
Tuesday  and  Thursday;  and,  if  Dr.  Craik's  efforts 
are  inefltectua!,  I  shall  have  thera  again  this  day.  The 
family  join  me  in  every  good  wish  for  you.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  assure  you  of  the  friendship  and  affection 
with  which  I  am,  &c 

I  P.  S.  We  have  found  Gordon's  letters.  They  con- 
tain a  demand  of  Asgill,  as  an  oflficer  protected  by 
the  capitulation  of  Yurktown.  This  I  suppose  is  the 
reason  they  were  not  answered. 

'  Probftbly  an  error  of  the  tmucribev  for  AtgiN. 
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TO   JOHN    VRANCIS   MERCER. 

Mourn-  Vkknok,  9  September.  ijM. 

Dr.  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  20th  ulto.  did  not  get  to  m] 
hands  'till  about  the  first  of  this  month.  It  found' 
me  in  a  fever  from  which  I  am  now  but  sufficiently 
recovered  to  attend  to  business.  I  mention  this  as 
the  reason  why  your  propositions  have  not  been 
attended  to  before.  fl 

With  respect  to  the  first,  I  never  mean  (unless^ 
some  particular  circumstance  should  compel  me  to  it) 
to  possess  another  slave  by  purchase  ;  it  being  among 
my  first  wishes  to  see  some  plan  adopted,  by  which 
slavery  in  this  country  may  be  abolished  by  slow, 
sure,  and  imperceptible  degrees.' — With  respect  to 
the  second,  I  never  did,  nor  never  intend  to  purchase^ 
a  military-  certificate.     I  see  no  difference  it  make^f 

^  Ac  Mercer  coald  puf  his  debt  in  no  other  wajr,  WtshingtoD  b^tcikI  to  take 
sin  male  Degrees:  "three  or  lour  young  fellows  for  ditchers:  and  the  like  num- 
ber of  well  grown  lads  for  art>>icerf~  It  U  foi  you  to  determine  whether  job 
CBO  supply  me  with  such  negroet.  If  you  agree  lo  do  it,  and  will  appoint  ■  llrac, 
I  would  kcnd  Tor  them,  relyin);  on  your  word,  lliat  the  whole  ace  healthy,  oud 
aODtoE  ihem  aildicled  Co  running  nwny.  The  latter  I  abominate, and  onhcallhy 
negroes,  women  or  chiidren,  would  not  suit  my  purpose  *«  amy  ttrmt," —  ^1 
iyathingtoH  to  Mextr,  it  November,  1766.  ^| 

"  It  is  not  my  wi&h  to  be  yo-ur  competitor  in  the  porchue  of  any  of  Mr.  HuB-^V 
ter's  tradesmen  :  especially  aii  I  am  in  a  great  degree  principled  against  increas- 
ing my  number  of  slaves  by  purchase,  and  xuppoM  moreover  that  negroes  sold 
on  credit  will  go  high.  Vet  ai  you  are  not  di&posed  to  buy  ibc  Bricklayer 
which  is  «.dvertised  lor  lale,  for  your  uwn  uiie,  and  find  him  iu  Ihe  vigor  of  life, 
from  report  a  good  workman  and  of  tDlcrablc  character,  and  his  price  does  not 
ciceed  one  hundred,  or  a  few  mora  pounds,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  buy 
him  for  me.  I  have  much  work  in  liiis  way  to  do  this  summer.  If  he  has  b 
family,  with  which  he  is  lo  be  sold  :  or  from  whom  he  would  reluctantly  part, 
1  decline  the  purcluuc  ;  his  feelings  I  would  not  be  the  means  of  hurling  in  the 
latter  ca»c.  nor  a/ ■!«/ »-rtfc  be  incumbered  with  the  former." — IVaihiHgtam 
Henry  Let,  4  tcbraary,  1787. 
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with  you,  (If  it  is  one  of  the  funds  allotted  for  the 
discharge  of  my  claim)  who  the  purchaser  is.  If  the 
depreciation  between  thera  and  specie  is  three  for 
one ;  you  will  have  it  in  your  power  whilst  at  the 
receipt  of  Custom — Richmond — where  it  is  said  the 
great  regulator  of  this  business  (Graves)  resides — to 
convert  them  into  specie  at  that  rate.  If  the  differ- 
ence is  more,  there  would  be  no  propriety  (if  I  in- 
clined to  deal  in  them  at  all)  in  my  taking  them  at 
that  exchange. 

I  shall  rely  upon  your  promise  of  £200 — ^in  five 
weeks  from  the  date  of  your  letter.  It  will  enable  me 
to  pay  the  workmen  which  have  been  employed  about 
this  House  all  the  Spring  &  Summer  (some  of  whom 
are  yet  here)  ;  but  there  are  two  debts  which  press 
hard  upon  me — one  of  which,  if  there  is  no  other 
method  left — I  must  sell  Land  or  Negroes  to  dis- 
charge. It  is  owing  to  the  Govr.  of  New  York 
(Clinton),  who  was  so  obliging  as  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  j^aooo  to  answer  some  calls  of  mine; — to  be  paid 
in  12  months  after  the  conclusion  of  Peace. 

For  this  sum  he  became  my  security,  &  for  what 
remains  due  (about  j^Soo  York  currency)  I  am  now 
paying  an  interest  of  7  pr  cc — but  the  high  interest, 
tho'  more  than  any  estate  can  bear,  I  should  not 
regard  if  my  credit  was  not  at  stake  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  of  the  loan.  The  other  debt,  the'  I 
am  anxious  to  discharge  it  and  the  person  to  whom  I 
owe  it,  I  know  wants  it,  yet  it  might  1  believe  be  put 
off  a  while  longer — this  sum  is  larger  ttian  the  other. 
I  am,  &C. 
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TO  WILLIAM  TRIPLET. 
gll^  Mount  Vexnon,  a;  Sefrt«mb«r,  17S6. 

If  Mr.  Lund  Washington  has  not  misconceived  the 
conversation  which  passed  between  you  and  me,  the 
day  you  lay  ill  in  bed  ;  or  if  you  understood  the  matter 
in  the  same  light  he  seems  to  have  done,  I  find  there  is  fl 
another  mistake  between  us  respecting  Mrs.  French's  " 
land,  which  it  behooves  me  to  clear  up  as  soon  as^j 
possible.  ^^ 

He  thinks  you  asked  me  if  I  meant  to  take  the 
land  for  the  term  of  Robinson's  lease  ;  and  that  I 
answered  yes. — If  such  a  question  and  such  an  answer 
passed,  we  must  some  how  or  other  have  been  at 
cross  purposes  ;  for  clear  and  evident  it  must  be.  even 
to  yourself,  that  1  could  have  no  intention  of  being 
concerned  with  the  land  at  all,  unless  it  was  for 
Mrs.  French's  life.  You  may  well  recollect  Sir,  that 
I  declared  this  in  explicit  terms  in  the  conversation  i 
had  with  you  at  my  own  house,  and  assigned  reasons 
for  it  to  you — namely — that  if  I  got  this  and  Mr.  ^ 
Manley's  Land  it  was  my  intention  to  blend  them,  " 
and  ray  other  plantations  together,  and  to  form  entire 
new  ones  out  of  the  whole ;  that  I  meant  to  go  into  an 
entire  new  course  of  cropping,  &c.,  would  lay  oflf  my 
fields  accordingly  in  a  permanent  and  lasting  farm  by 
Ditches  and  Hedges  ; — and  that  it  was  for  this  rea- 
son I  was  desirous  of  knowing  this  fall  (before  I  went 
into  such  arrangement  and  expence),  whether  I  had 
any  chance  of  getting  these  places  or  not;  because  it  ^ 
might  be  too  late  afterwards  to  make  any  change  in  ^ 
my   plan.      With  this  object  in   view,   I  must  have 
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been  insane,  to  have  taken  the  plantation  for  the 
remainder  of  Robinson's  lease  only ;  first,  because 
it  is  uncertain  whether  I  could  get  possession  of 
the  Land  or  not,  never  having  exchanged  a  word 
with  Robinson  on  the  subject,  nor  never  intending 
to  do  it  unless  I  had  got  the  place  to  myself  entirely  ; 
and  secondly,  if  I  did  because  1  should  not  probably 
be  able  to  compleat  the  plan  of  enclosures  by 
the  time  the  Lease  would  expire.  What  situation 
should  I  be  in  then  ?  A  new  bargain  under  every 
disadvantage  to  make,  or  go  back  to  my  former 
grounds?  In  the  latter  case  all  my  labor  and  ex- 
pence  would  have  been  thrown  away  and  my  whole 
plan  defeated. — In  the  former  (that  is  supposing  Rob- 
inson could  not  be  got  off  by  fair  means,  and  Mr.  Lee 
is  of  opinion,  which  opinion  1  had  in  my  pocket  at  the 
time  I  call'd  upon  you  in  expectation  of  meeting  Mrs. 
French  that,  without  a  regular  demand  of  rent  and 
reentry,  which  might  be  a  tedious  and  expensive  pro- 
cess in  Courts,  the  Lease  cannot  be  got  aside,)  under 
these  circumstances  1  say,  I  should  have  made  myself 
liable  for  the  payment  of  Robinson's  rent,  without  de- 
riving a  single  advantage.  Will  any  body  think  this 
reasonable ;  or  suppose  that  whilst  I  retain  my  senses, 
I  would  do  it  ? 

As  I  do  not  recollect  that  in  the  course  of  my  life  I 
ever  forfeited  ray  word,  or  broke  a  promise  made  to 
any  one,  I  have  been  thus  particular  to  evince  (if  you 
understand  the  matter  in  the  same  light  that  Lund 
Washington  did)  that  I  was  not  attending  to  or  did 
not  understand  the  question. 


I  am  sorry  any  mistake  has  happened  and  to  con- 
vince you  and  Mrs.  French  that  through  the  whole  of 
this  business,  I  meant  to  act  upon  fair,  open  and  hon- 
orable grounds,  I  will,  as  mistakes  have  taken  place. 
and  as  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the 
annual  value  of  the  Lands  and  negroes,  leave  it  to 
any  person  of  her  own  choosing  (Major  Little  if  she 
pleases)  to  say,  whether  the  rent  after  the  expiration 
of  Robinson's  lease  shall  be  ^^136,  or  ;^i5opr.  an  : — if  j 
he  thinks  one  too  much  and  the  other  too  little,  any  sum 
between. — Mrs.  French  has  declared  that  she  neither 
wanted  nor  would  take  more  than  the  intrinsic  worth 
of  the  place. — I  on  the  word  of  a  man  of  honor  declare 
that  I  do  not  desire  it  for  a  farthing  less  than  tlie 
value  ;  for  to  make  money  by  it  was  never  my  object ; 
but  we  differ  in  our  sentiments  of  this.  Is  there  any  ^ 
mode  then  so  fair,  as  for  an  impartial  person  to  see  H 
the  place,  and  to  hear  what  Mrs.  French,  or  you  io 
her  behalf  and  myself  will  say  on  the  subject,  and 
then  to  decide  according  to  this  judgment  from  the  ^ 
facts  ?  and  can  there  be  any  thing  more  favorable  to  V 
her  wishes  than  to  have  this  determined  by  her  friend 
in  whom  she  places,  I  presume,  implicit  confidence? 
I  never  exchanged  a  word  directly  nor  indirectly  with 
Majr.  Little  on  the  subject,  but  believing  him  to  be  a 
gentleman  who  will  decide  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  judgment,  1  am  not  afraid  to  entrust  the  matter 
to  him.  notwithstanding  the  family  connexion  between 
him  and  Mrs.  French — In  a  word,  I  am  so  conscious 
of  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions  in  the  whole  of  this 
business,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  most  perfect  indif- 
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ference  to  me,  to  whom  It  is  left. — and,  tho'  it  may  be 
supposed  I  have  some  sinister  views  in  saying  it,  yet 
without  the  gift  of  prophecy,  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
nounce, that  if  Mrs.  French  misses  me  as  a  Tenant, 
she  will  repent,  long  before  Robinson's  Lease  expires, 
for  having  done  so  : — for  I  can  assure  her  from  an 
experience  of  more  than  twenty  five  years  that  there 
is  a  very  wide  difference  between  getting  Tenants 
and  getting  rents.  She  may  get  a  dozen  of  the  first 
(&  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  but  she  may) ; 
but  if  there  is  one  among  them  who  (having  no 
other  dependence  than  the  produce  of  the  Plan- 
tation) will  pay  her  the  latter  without  hard  work- 
ing and  pinching  her  negroes,  and  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  vexation  to  her,  I  shall  be  more  mis- 
taken than  I  ever  was  in  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  my 
life. 

This  may  not  appear  so  to  her  at  first  view  ;  because 
it  is  but  too  common  to  compare  things  without 
attending  enough  to  the  circumstances  of  them. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  Mrs.  French  thinks  it  very 
strange  that  I  should  receive  ^^120  a  year  rent  from 
Mr.  Dulaney,  and  scruple  to  give  her  ^^150 — for 
rather  more  land,  and  twenty  odd  negroes,  but  has 
she  considered  that  the  one  is  accompanied  by  no 
charge  except  the  land  tax,  and  the  other  with  many 
and  heavy  ones  ?  And  do  not  every  body  who 
have  meadows,  and  have  ever  made  an  estimate 
of  their  value,  know  that  an  acre  of  tolerable 
good  grass  will  pay  all  the  expences  of  cutting,  cur- 
ing and  stacking,  and  will  put  at  least  40/  in  the  owner's 
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pocket  annually?  What  then  has  Mr.  Dulaneytodo 
more  than  to  keep  up  his  fences  to  pay  the  rent  ?  By 
his  Advertisement  of  pasturage  for  Horses  at  3/  pr. 

week  he  has acres.      Suppose  it only  ;  the 

meadow  alone  without  a  single  hand  will  yield  him  at 

least pr.  ann  :    Is  there  a  single  acre  of  land  on 

Mrs.   French's  plantation  from  which  (besides  crop- 
ping, so  precarious)  this  is  to  be  expected  ?     Is  there 
a  single  acre  wliich  can  be  converted  into  meadow? 
Is  not  the  Land  much  worn,  greatly  exhausted  and 
gullied  in  many  places?     None  can  deny  it.     But 
why   need    I    enumerate  or  dwell  on  these    things  ? 
Have  I  not  put  the  matter  upon  as  fair  a  footing  as  a  ^    J 
man  possibly  can  do  ?     If  Mrs  French  wants  no  more^| 
than   the  value  as  she  has  declared,  what  objection  " 
can  she  have  to  Majr.   Little's  saying  what  that  value 
is  ?     If  this  proposition  is  acceded  to,  the  sooner  it  is 
communicated  to  me  the  better.     1  have  never  yet 
opened  my  mouth  to  Robinson  on  the  subject  of  his, 
Lease,  nor  never  intended  to  do  it  unless  I   had  got 
the  Plantation  for  Mrs.  French's  life.     When  I  sent 
the  papers  to  Mr.  Lee  to  draw  the  writings,  1  asked 
his  opinion  of  the  lease,  which  he  gave,  to  the  effect 
already  mentioned.  ^d 

It  was  for  my  private  satisfaction  ;  I  asked  it,  for™ 
as  I  told  you  before  and  now  repeat,  I  never  had  an     i 
intention  to  get  him  of{  otherwise  than  by  fair  means^^l 
this  year  or  any  other.     This  year  will  convince  him 
or  1   am  mistaken,  that  his  inevitable  ruin  (if  he  has 
any  thing  to  lose)  will  follow  his  holding  it  anothefj 
year,  if  it  is  not  the  case  already.     I  am,  &c. 
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TO  BUSH  ROD   WASHINGTON. 


n  n  HOUKT  VlotiiON.  30  Seutembvr.  1786. 

Dear  Bushrod,  '^    *? 

1  was  (rem  home  when  your  servant  arrived,  found 
him  in  a  hurry  to  be  gone  when  I  returned.  Have 
company  in  the  house,  and  am  on  the  eve  of  a  jour> 
ney  up  the  river  to  meet  the  directors  of  the  Potomac 
Company,  These  things  combining  will  not  allow  mc 
time  to  give  any  explicit  answer  to  the  question  you 
have  propounded. 

Generally  speaking,  I  have  seen  as  much  evil  as 
good  result  from  such  societies  as  you  describe  the 
constitution  of  yours  to  be.  They  are  a  kind  of  tm- 
Perium  in  imperio,  and  as  often  clog  as  facilitate  pub- 
lic measures.  I  am  no  friend  to  institutions,  except 
in  local  matters,  which  are  wholly  or  in  a  great  meas- 
ure confined  to  the  county  of  the  delegates.  To  me  it 
appears  much  wiser  and  more  politic  to  choose  able 
and  honest  representatives,  and  leave  them,  in  all 
national  questions  to  determine  from  the  evidence  of 
reason,  and  the  facts  which  shall  be  adduced,  when 
internal  and  external  information  is  given  to  them  in 
a  collective  state.  What  certainty  is  there  thai  socie- 
ties in  a  comer  or  remote  part  of  a  State  can  possess 
that  knowledge,  which  is  necessary  for  them  to  decide 
on  many  Important  questions  which  may  come  before 
an  Assembly  ?  What  reason  is  there  to  expect, 
that  the  society  itself  may  be  accordant  in  opinion  on 
such  .subjects  ?  May  not  a  few  members  of  this  soci- 
ety, more  sagacious  and  designing  than  the  rest, 
direct  the  measures  of  It  to  private  views  of  their  own  ? 


May  not  this  embarrass  an  honest,  able  delegate,  who 
hears  the  voice  of  his  country  from  all  quarters,  and 
thwart  public  measures  ? 

These  are  first  thoughts,  but  I   give  no  decided 
opinion.      Societies,  nearly   similar  to  such  as  you 
speak  of,  have  lately  been  formed  in  Massachusetts, 
but  what  has  been  the  consequence  ?    Why,  they  have 
declared  the  senate  useless,  many  other  parts  of  the 
constitution  unnecessary,   salaries  of  public   officers 
burthensome,  &c.     To  point  out  the  defects  of  the 
constitution,  (if  any  existed,)  in  a  decent  way  was 
proper  enough  ;  but    they  have  done  more.      They 
first  voted  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  present  circum-j 
stances  of  the  State  oppressive  ;  and  next  by  violence! 
stop  them  ;  which  has  occasioned  a  very  solemn  proc- 
lamation and  appeal  from  the  governor  to  the  people. 
You  may  say  no  such  matters  are  in  contemplation 
by  your  society.     Granted.     A  snow-ball  gathers  byj 
rolling.     Possibly  a  line  may  be  drawn  between  occa-j 
sional  meetings  for  special  purposes,  and  a  standing 
society  to  direct  with  local  views  and  partial  informa- 
tion the  affairs  of  the  nation,  which  cannot  be  well 
understood  but  by  a  large  and  comparative  view  of  fl 
circumstances.     Where  is  this  so  likely  to  enter  as  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  people  ?  What  figure  then 
must  a  delegate  make,  who  comes  there  with  his  hands 
lied,  and  his  judgment  forestalled  ?     His  very  instruc-J 
tors,  perhaps,  if  they  had  nothing  sinister  in   view,] 
were  they  present  at  all  the  information  and  ail- 
ments, which  would  come  forward,  might  be  the  first 
to  change  sentiments. 
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Hurried  as  this  letter  is,  I  am  sensible  I  am  writing 
to  you  upon  a  very  important  subject.  I  have  no 
time  to  copy,  correct,  or  even  peruse  it ;  for  which 
reason  I  could  wish  to  have  it  or  a  copy  returned  to 
me.  George  and  his  wife  set  oflf  yesterday  for  the 
races  at  Fredericksburg.  The  rest  of  the  family  are 
well  and  join  in  love  and  good  wishes  for  all  at  Bushe- 
6eld.     I  am.  &c.' 

'  To  uidenUDd  Um  full  purport  ol  tii«  <ri»wi  h«re  advanoed,  it  Ii  nccnMi; 
to  know  thepUn  of  the  Society,  udescribvd  bjr  Mr.  Buihrod  Wuhingtoain  his 
kncr  to  his  uncle. 

"  We  have  lately  inslitnied  a  societjr  In  these  lower  counliet."  said  hci  "  called 
the  Patriot  Saeitty.  As  it  is  something  new,  and  Ihere  are  a  few  men  both 
fDod  usd  leiuible  who  disapprove  of  ic,  it  will  be  a  high  gratificalion  to  me  to 
ksow  year  «ctittmcots  of  it,  if  you  wilE  be  to  kind  a>  to  communicate  them. 
The  obfecl  of  the  in»tilnlioD  is  to  inquire  into  tbe  «tate  of  pablic  aHaire ;  to 
OMUfder  in  what  the  true  happinnx  of  the  people  con^ittt,  and  what  are  the 
crib  which  have  punned,  and  still  conlinnc  to  molest  as ;  the  meank  of  attain- 
iac  Ike  former,  and  escaping  the  Utter  ;  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  those,  who 
tCfreaent  us,  and  to  give  them  our  KCntimeats  npon  thoite  law.t,  wbich  ought  to 
be  or  are  alieady  made. 

**  It  will  alto  be  a  conniderable  object  to  in^tit  principle*  of  frugality  Into 
the  Rtodaof  the  people,  both  by  precept  and  e:^arapte.  If  any  real  good  should 
K»ii]t  (ton  tuch  a  society,  we  hope  similar  ones  will  b«  Kcnerally  intituled 
ihra«ch  the  Suie :  and.  if  so.  they  may  eiiablivh  a  very  formidable  check  upon 
(viUdlspoted  men,  who,  clothed  with  power.  maLie  interested  motives,  and  not 
poblk  good,  the  nile  of  their  conduct.  These  are  the  general  outlines  of  the 
ioiUlntion  ;  and.  whether  in  the  event  it  may  be  beneficial  or  not,  I  think  that 
it  has  lalten  its  rise  in  virtuout  motives.  We  have  had  a  considerable  meeting 
of  the  nod  aentible  and  reipeirtable  gentlemen  in  thja  part  of  the  country,  and 
UOther  is  to  be  held  on  Tu'etday  neil,  previous  lo  the  meeting  of  the  AaMmbly. 
Oar  ilr  lign  is  to  bold  another  as  soon  as  the  Assembly  has  risen  ;  tbe  first  (o 
iutnicl  ov  delegates  what  they  ought  to  do,  the  next  to  Inquire  what  they  have 
dooe." — Boahfield,  Scpiember  ayth. 

Soch  wu  Mr.  Buihrod  Washington's  lirsl  outtine  of  the  Pattiolic  Sodety. 
In  annvering  the  above  letter  from  his  nacle,  he  added  the  folloving  esplo* 
utions: 

"  The  nottvea  which  gave  birth  to  the  Society,  were  theae.  We  conceived, 
that  En  a  government  where  the  voice  and  sentimenli'  of  the  people  are  deliv- 
ered by  represcatalioii,  the  few  who  are  elected  to  speak  these  sentiments  are  the 
MTvants  of  the  eleclon :  that  in  grand  points  of  national  oonccm,  the  people  are 
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TO  GEORGE  AUGUSTINE   WASHINGTON. 
—        —  Mount  Veunon,  ss  October,  1786. 

Dr.  George, 

It  is  natural  for  young  married  people  who  are 
launching  into  life,  to  look  forward  to  a  permanent 

the  bnt  judge*  of  their  wants,  their  own  JRlcTCSts.  and  can  more  tensiblf  fed 
thoM  evils,  whii:h  thejr  wish  to  be  corrected  ;  that  upon  thcM;  two  principles 
tbey  have  a  right  to  invtruct  their  delegates  ;  anil  thkt  nlcnoe  at  a  time  vrhen 
tbef  bad  reason  to  apprehend  a  conduct  in  thete  serrania  contrary  tn  their 
wishes  wonld  be  highly  criminal.  We  thought  that  on  appearance  of  corrup- 
tion was  discoverable  in  the  mass  of  the  people,  or,  what  it  at  bad,  a  louU  iusea- 
sibility  to  their  public  interest.  i'ersuaHed  of  this,  and  equally  convinced  that 
IliU  inattention  procce<icd  more  from  the  want  of  information  than  from  want 
of  real  virtue,  a  number  □[  the  principal  gentlemen  in  these  four  counties 
determined  to  a>»emble,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  and  ileliberating  npon 
such  subjectii  as  were  of  the  moat  inieret-tini;  coniieqaence,  and  to  communicate 
their  sentiments  to  the  people  in  the  form  of  inrtmctioni ;  which,  if  approved 
hf  them,  arc  si^ed  and  &cnt  to  their  dcIcgalcK ;  if  otherwise,  they  contiase 
only  ihe  opinion  of  a  few,  and  can  have  no  weight. 

"  The  people's  sttcution  being  thus  awakened  to  their  public  concervK,  Ihcy 
are  led  to  investigate  the  cauMS  of  those  cvilN  which  oppress  tbcm,  and  to  en* 
deavni  by  »nme  method  to  relieve  them.  The  most  uninquiring  mind  most, 
when  pot  in  aaioo,  perceive  that  the.defecl  is  either  in  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  io  the  misconduct  of  those,  who,  being  inirtisted  to  form  salutary  laws, 
have  adopted  the  most  destractivc  mcaaaroi.  The  evil  when  seen  may  caaly 
be  removed ;  and  unless  the  majorit;  of  the  people  are  niiaied.  which  can 
hardly  be  the  case,  (hey  would  certainly  be  led  to  apply  the  only  two  piMtihle 
remedies  :  the  one,  Io  exert  more  leal  in  making  a  judicious  choice  of  dele* 
gates  ;  the  other,  to  reform  their  manncts.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  nothing 
coutd  be  more  clfectire  of  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  than  the  method  yoa 
have  pointed  out  of  electing  honest  and  able  leprescnta lives.  To  recontmetid 
this  to  the  aiiention  of  the  people  is  a  principal  object  with  this  Society. 

"  Thus  you  wiU  perceive,  that  this  institution  assumes  no  other  power,  than 
that  of  recommending  to  the  people  an  attention  to  their  awn  interests,  and  of 
furnishing  ihem  with  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  a  few,  which  they  may 
either  reject  or  adopt.  It  is  true,  thni  a  few  designing  men  might  creep  into 
these  Bocietica  ;  hut  1  should  hope  (hal  a  majority  will  be  virtuous.  If  this  should 
he  the  case,  their  recummendation  may  have  h.ippy  consequence-s  ;  if  the  ma- 
jority should  unhitppily  he  virion*,  they  are  but  the  opinions  of  a  few  expressed 
coUectivcly,  In  this,  however,  I  am  restolved.  tbal  as  soon  as  I  perceive  that 
other  motives  than  those  of  the  public  good  iniluencc  their  conduct,  I  will  quit 
them."— October  jist. 
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establishment  If  they  are  prudent,  they  will  be 
reasonably  solicitous  to  provide  for  those  who  come 
afier  and  have  a  right  to  look  to  them  for  sup- 
port. 

I  It  is  also  natural  for  those  who  have  passed  the  me- 
ridian of  life,  and  are  descending  into  the  shades  of 
ilarkness  to  make  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
the  property  of  which  they  are  possessed.  The  first 
of  these  observations  will  apply  to  you,  and  the  second 
to  myself.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  and  Fanny 
are  as  happy  and  contented  in  this  family  as  circum- 
stances will  admit.  Yet  something  is  still  wanting  to 
make  that  situation  more  stable  and  pleasing. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  expensive  manner  in 
which  1  am  as  it  were  involuntarily  compelled  to  live, 
will  admit  of  no  diminution  in  my  income  :  nor  could 
it  be  expected  if  I  now  had,  or  ever  should  have  de- 
scendants, that  I  either  would  or  ought  in  justice  to 
deprive  them  of  what  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  laws 
the  land,  if  left  to  themselves,  have  declared  to  be 
their  inheritance.  The  first  however  is  not  the  case  at 
present ;  and  the  second  not  likely  to  be  so  hereafter. 

Under  this  statement  then  I  may  add  that  it  is  my 
present  intention  to  give  you  at  my  death,  my  landed 
property  in  the  Neck,  containing  by  estimation  be- 
tween two  &  three  thousand  acres  by  purchases  from 
Wm.  Clifton  and  George  Brent,  and  that  the  reasons 
why  I  communicate  this  matter  to  you  at  this  time, 
are  that  you  may  if  you  chusc  it.  scat  the  negroes, 
which  Colo.  Bassett  has  promised  you  upon  that  part 
of  the  cleared  land  on  which  Saml.  Johnson  formerly 


74 


THE  WHITINGS  OF 


(17M 


lived  ;  and  under  this  expectation  and  prospect,  that 
you  may  when  it  perfectly  suits  your  inclination  and 
convenience,  be  preparing  for,  and  building  thereoQ^ 
by  degrees.  ^^ 

You  may  say,  or  think  perhaps  that  as  there 
is  a  contingency  tacked  to  this  intimation  the  offer  is 
too  precarious  to  hazard  the  expence  of  building ; 
but  if  Mrs,  Washington  should  survive  me,  there  is  a 
moral  certainty  of  my  dying  without  issue  ;  and  should 
I  be  the  longest  liver,  the  matter  in  my  opinion, 
hardly  less  certain ;  for  while  I  retain  the  faculty 
reasoning,  I  shall  never  marry  a  girl ;  and  it  is  not 
probable  that  I  should  have  children  by  a  woman  of* 
an  age  suitable  to  my  own,  should  I  be  disposed  to 
enter  into  a  second  marriage.  However,  that  there  may 
be  no  possibility  of  your  sustaining  a  loss,  the  matter 
may  rest  on  the  footing  of  compensation.  I  do  thert 
fore  hereby  declare  it  to  be,  and  it  is  my  expn 
meaning,  that  if  by  the  event  above  alluded  to, 
any  other  by  which  you  may  be  deprived  of  the  fe( 
simple  in  the  lands  herein  mentioned,  (unless  a  full 
equivalent  is  given  in  lieu  thereof)  that  I  will  pay 
the  cost  of  any  buildings  which  you  may  erect  on  the 
premises.  ^| 

The  use  of  the  Plantation,  it  is  presumed  will  be 
adequate  for  the  fences  with  which  it  may  be  enclosed, 
and    for  the   labor  arising    from    the   cultivation— ^j 
nothing  therefore  need  be  said  on  that  head.  ^| 

Here  then,  the  prospect  of  a  permanent  inheritance 
is  placed  in  the  opposite  scale  of  possible  disappoint- 
ment, and  you  are  to  judge  for  yourself. 
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I  have  been  thus  particular,  because  I  would  be 
dearly  understood;  because  it  is 'not  my  wish  to 
deceive,  and  because  I  would  not  even  raise  an  expec- 
tation not  warranted  from  the  premises  by  fair 
deduction. 

Johnson's  plantation,  as  I  believe  you  know  is 
destitute  of  fencing,  but  there  is  timber  at  hand. 
The  cleared  land,  whatever  may  have  been  the  origi- 
nal quality  of  it,  now  is,  by  use,  and  more  so  by  abuse 
much  gullied  and  in  bad  condition  ;  but  as  there  is  a 
sufficiency  of  it  for  the  hands  you  will  get,  it  may 
soon  by  care,  good  management  and  a  proper  course 
of  cropping,  be  recovered. 

One  thing  more  and  I  will  close  this  letter.  Do 
not  infer  from  my  proposing  It  to  you  to  buitd,  that 
I  meant  it  as  a  hint  for  you  to  prepare  another  home. 
I  had  no  such  idea.  To  point  you  to  a  settlement 
which  you  might  make  at  leisure.  &  with  convenience 
was  all  I  had  in  view.  More  than  once,  I  have  in- 
formed you  that  in  proportion  as  age  and  its  concomi- 
tants encrcasc  upon  me,  I  shall  stand  in  need  of  some 
person  in  whose  industry  and  integrity  I  can  confide 
for  assistance.  The  double  ties  by  which  you  are 
connected  with  this  family  (to  say  nothing  of  the  fa- 
vorable opinion  we  have  of  you,)  by  marriage  union, 
have  placed  you  differently  from  any  other  of  my 
relations  for  this  purpose  ;  because  no  other  married 
couple  could  give,  or  probably  would  receive  the  same 
satisfaction  by  living  in  it  as  you  and  Fanny  do.  But 
whether  you  remain  in  the  same  house,  or  at  a  future 
day  may  remove  to  the  place  proposed,  your  services 


76 


THB  WRrriNGS  OF 


[1786 


will   be   convenient  and    essential    to  me  ;    because] 
with  your  aid  I  shall  be  able  to  manage  my  concerns 
without  having  recourse  to  a  Steward,  which  com- 
ports neither   with   my   interest    nor   inclination  tO'l 
employ. 

With  very  affectionate  regard  I  am,  &c. 


TO    HENRV    LEE,    IN    CONGRBSS. 

Mount  Vsrkon.  31  October,  1786. 
Mv    DEAR    S!R, 

I  am  indebted  to  you  for  your  several  favors  of  thej 
1st,    iith,  and    17th  of  this  instant,  and  shall  replyj 
to  them  in  the  order  of  their  dates.     But  first  Iet| 
me   thank  you    for  the  interesting   communications 
imparted  by  them.  ^ 

The  picture  which  you  have  exhibited,  and  the  ac-^ 
counts  which  are  published  of  the  commotions  and 
temper  of  numerous  bodies  in  the  eastern  States, 
are  e(|ually  to  be  lamented  and  deprecated.  They] 
exhibit  a  melancholy  proof  of  what  our  transatlantic 
foe  has  predicted  ;  and  of  another  thing  perhaps, 
which  is  still  more  to  be  regretted,  and  is  yet  more 
unaccountable,  that  mankind,  when  left  to  themselves, 
are  unfit  for  their  own  government  I  am  mortified 
beyond  expression  when  I  view  the  clouds,  that  have 
spread  over  the  brightest  morn  that  ever  dawned 
upon  any  country.  In  a  word,  I  am  lost  in  amaze- 
ment when  1  behold  what  intrigue,  the  interested 
views  of  desperate  characters,  ignorance,  and  jealousy^! 
of  the    minor  part,  are  capable  of   effecting,  as    a™ 
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scourge  on  the  major  part  of  our  fellow  citizens  of 
the  Union  ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed,  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  though  they  will  not  act, 
can  be  so  shortsighted  or  enveloped  tn  darkness,  as 
not  to  see  rays  of  a  distant  sun  through  all  this  mist 
of  intoxication  and  folly.' 

You  talk,  my  good  Sir,  of  employing  influence  to 
appease  the  present  tumults  in  Massachusetts.  I 
know  not  where  that  influence  is  to  be  found,  or,  if 
attainable,  that  it  would  be  a  proper  remedy  for  the 
disorders.  Jnfiuence  is  no  government.  Let  us  have 
one  by  which  our  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  will 
be  secured,  or  let  us  know  the  worst  at  once.  Under 
these  impressions,  my  humble  opinion  is,  that  there 
is  a  call  for  decision.  Know  precisely  what  the  insur- 
gents aim  at.  If  they  have  real  grievances,  redress 
them  if  possible  ;  or  acknowledge  the  justice  of  them, 
and  your  inability  to  do  it  in  the  present  moment.  If 
they  have  not,  employ  the  force  of  government  against 
them  at  once.  If  this  is  inadequate,  a// will  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  superstructure  is  bad,  or  wants  sup- 
port. To  be  more  exposed  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
and  more  contemptible  than  we  already  are,  is  hardly 
possible.  To  delay  one  or  the  other  of  these,  is  to 
exasperate  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  give  confidence  on 

'  "  For  God's  sake  tel]  nie  what  is  ihc  cburc  of  fill  these  commoiiona  ?    Do 

.  thejr  proceed  from  liccntiousneu,  British  influence,  diucminated  by  Uie  Torie>, 

reftlgncvxnce^  which  admit  of  rcdieu?    If  thelattci,  why  were  Ihcy  delayed 

|tfU  the  |>ut>lic  mind  had  bccometo  macb  a|;llatc(l  ?     H  the  forraa,  why  are  not 

bepowera  of  gorernmeiit  tried  at  onix7     It  is  as  well  to  bo  without,  S&  doI  lo 

'five  nndcf  tbair  sxercue.     Commoiioos  of  this  soil,  like  kUow-balLt,  gaibei 

■Umglh  as  ihey  roD,  if  theie  1»  im  u(ipusiUoi]  in  the  way  to  divide  and  crumble 

tfevB."— IfWAfnrjtra  ta  Humpkrtyi,  33  October,  1786. 
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the  other,  and  will  add  to  their  numbers ;  for,  like 
snow-balls,  such  bodies  increase  by  every  movement, 
unless  there  is  something  in  the  way  to  obstruct  and 
crumble  them  before  the  weight  is  too  great  and    , 
irresistible.  ^| 

These  are  my  sentiments.     Precedents  are  danger- 
ous things.      Let  the  reins  of  government  then  b^_ 
braced  and  held  with  a  steady  hand,  and  every  viola^^ 
tion  of  the  constitution  be  reprehended.     If  defective, 
let  it  be  amended,  but  not  suffered  to  be  trampled 
upon  whilst  it  has  an  existence.  ^ 

With  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi," 
you    already  know   my  sentiments    thereon.      They^ 
have  been  uniformly  the  same,  and,  as  I  have  observe 
to  you  in  a  former  letter,  are  controverted  by  one  con^ 
sideration,  only  of  weight,  and  that  is,  the  operation 
which  the  conclusion  of  it  may  have  on  the  minds  of 
the  western  settlers,  who  will  not  consider  the  subject 
in  a  relative  point  of  view,  or  on  a  comprehensive 
scale,  and  may  be  influenced  by  the  demagogues  o|H 
the  country  to  acts  of  extravagance  and  desperation/^ 
under  a  popular  declamation,  that  their  interests  are 
sacrificed.     Colonel  Mason  at  present  is  in  a  fit  of  the 
gout.     What  [his]  sentiments  on  the  subject  are,  I 
know  not,  nor  whether  he  will  be  able  to  attend  thoH 
Assembly  during  the  present  session.     For  some  rea-" 
sons,  however,  (which  need  not  be  mentioned.)  I  am^ 
inclined  to  believe  he  will  advocate  the  navigation  ol 
that  river.     But  Iti  all  matters  of  great  national  m< 
ment.  the  only  true  line  of  conduct,  in  my  opinion,  is' 
dispassionately  to  compare  the  advantages  an< 
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advantages  of  the  measure  proposed,  and  decide  from 
the  balance.  The  lesser  evil,  where  there  is  a  choice 
of  them,  should  always  yield  to  the  greater.  What 
benefits,  more  than  we  now  enjoy,  are  to  be  obtained 
fay  such  a  treaty  as  you  have  delineated  with  Spain, 
I  am  not  enough  of  a  commercial  man  to  give  any 
opinion  on.'  The  china  came  to  hand  without  much 
damage  &  I  thank  you  for  your  attention  in  the  pro- 
curing &  forwarding  it.'  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me 
in  best  wishes  for  Mrs.  Lee  and  yourself. 
I  am.  dear  Sir,  &c.' 


'  Pt^m  M^.  tit'i  iMUr.—''*  The  eastrm  Stales  consider  a  commercial  con- 

aeiiaa  «Hh  Spain  u  the  only  rimicdy  for  th«  (lUuesss,  which  oppress  their 

dlicMa,  moBi  of  which  they  uy  ilow  from  the  d«cB^  of  iheir  comniercc.    Their 

delegates  have  con»eq\icnlly  tcaloutly  ptesed  the  fotmaiion  of  thi«  connexion, 

utW  unljr  eflcdtial  mode  to  revive  the  lra.<1e  uf  llieir  country.     In  this  opinion 

thcT  have  t»e<n  ioined  hy  two  of  the  middle  States.     On  the  other  hand,  Vir- 

l^ak  fa»  with  eqiuU  Msl  opposed  the  conoesion,  becatiie  the  project  invoim 

tiprwJy  the  diktise  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mtaisrippi  for  a  given  time,  and 

tWfaUy  they  think  will  tacrifice  our  rieht  to  it.     The  delegation  {>  under 

Inarartiofti  from  the  State  on  this  wbject.      They  have  acted  in  obedience 

la  ihclr  initnictionk.   and,   myteU  excepted,   in   confonnily    to  ihrir  prirate 

■eatimcnb.     I   coofeu  thai    I   am   by   no  means  convinced  of  the  ju&cice  or 

pcBcjr  of  a«iT  instruclionn,  and  very   mach  apprehend,  onlcM   they   are    re- 

poled  by  the  present   Auembly,  the  fatxl  effects  of  discord  In  council  iriU 

b*  csperienced  bj>  the  United  Suies  In  a  very  high  deeree."— New  York, 

October  tith. 

'  Setae  china  marked  vrilh  the  order  of  the  Cincinnati. 

*  While  KentBcky  was  seeking  to  become  b  separate  Sute,  its  agent  bcfare 

the  legjiiUturc  of  Virginia.  John  ^fanhall,  wrote  :  "  The  negotiation  which  has 

Wca  opcaed  with  Spain,  for  ceding  the  oavi^tion  of  Ihc  Mt*si»tppi— a  ncgo- 

IWign  to  diihoitaraMe  and  injnrioux  to  America,  no  dcKlrucli^-e  of  the  natural 

c^lsof  the  western  world — is  warmly  opposed  by  this  country  IVirginiaJ,  and 

fat  tUi  pnrpoK  the  mi»t  pointed  inslruccionk  are  given  to  our  delegates  in 

fiHiiM      I  pcTBMadc  nyielf  that  ibis  negotiation  will  terminate  in  Kcuring 

taitf4ai  eedfnc  ^'**'  g^At  point."  On  August  3d,  17S6,  Jay  had  innoonccd  to 

Caagrwahts  conclusion  that  no  agreement  could  tic  reached  with  Spain  without 

■neadering  the  claim  to  the  navigation  of  Ibe  Missintppifor  a  limited  period. 
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TO   JAMES    MADISON. 

HooKT  Vbknok,  s  Noreaber,  1786. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  communications  in  your  Icttei 
of  the  1st  instant.     The  decision  of  the  House  on 
the  question  respecting  a  paper  emission  is  porten- 
tous, I  hope,  of  an  auspicious  session.    It  certainly  ma^H 
be  classed  with  the  important  questions  of  the  pre^^ 
ent  day,  and  merited  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Assembly.   Fain  would  1  hope,  that  the  great  and  most 
important  of  all  subjects,  the /^(f^ra/gwefnm ent,  may 
be  considered  with  that  calm  and  deliberate  attcntioi^| 
which  the  magnitude  of  it  so  critically  and  loudly  calls 
for  at  this  critical  moment.     Let  prejudices,  unrea^ 


An  alli:n]i>t  by  tlie  aoulhcm  dcIi^Kntcs  Co  take  tlic  ue^otislion  out  of  Jay't 
dir«clion  failed,  and  (nil  powers  were  conferred  upon  him,  powvrs  that  fa«  vrts 
Kflking  to  cany  into  cfioct  when  the  dcw  (^cniRiciii  iotcmpted  his  diplo- 
matic couteations  with  Gordoqui.  The  inicllJeenceof  the  grant  of  the»e  powers, 
however,  nwokc  a  xirong  feeling  of  rcscntmcnl  among  the  people  of  the  back 
cauntry,  a  resentment  that  wu  directed  against  the  Confederation,  for  rh« 
legiUacurc  of  Virginia  had  promplly  talcca  up  the  canie  of  the  West,  and 
insisted  upon  the  claims  to  thett  fuLLett  exIenL  (Kcsolution,  39  Norembcr, 
i;96.) 

"  [|  will  be  lo  be  regrclted  if  a  cuTilraiiel]'  of  ietiliment>,  rei^pccling  the  navi. 
gation  of  the  Mis^itMppi.  should  impede  that  harmony  and  mutiul  intercourse 
of  interest  m  e»ential  betwe«a  nations,  whose  terriioricK  border  on  each  other. 
I  would  fain  hope,  therefore,  that  ihc  true  and  reciprocul  bcnelits  of  Sp«in  atwl 
the  United  Suies  in  ihia  case,  as  well  ts  in  all  others  which  may  arise  between 
them,  wilt  b«  coolLjr  and  diipiuionalelr  consvidered  belore  the  ultimatum  un 
cittier  tide  is  fixed.  There  is  no  ground,  on  which  trcalics  can  he  formed  that 
will  he  found  permanent  or  satiifadory,  unlcii*  Ihey  ba*e  theiic  for  their  baiit. 
But,  however  ncccikssry  it  may  be  lo  inculcate  this  doctrine  upon  others,  your 
Excellency  t  am  tuic  is  Coo  much  a  poliiician  to  need  the  remark,  and  loo  mudi 
a  friend  lo  these  Slates  to  tousi  upuii  any  meajiure,  which  the  esseniiftl  inicrcsts 
of  yuur  nuiion  ur  the  orders  of  your  (.ourt  may  not  have  directed,  laconpaiible 
therewith." — IVaikiugloHU  GanJofm.  i  December,  1786. 


sonable  jealousies,  and  local  interests,  yield  to  reason 
and  liberality.  Let  us  look  to  our  national  character, 
and  to  things  beyond  the  present  moment.  No  morn 
ever  dawned  more  favorably  than  ours  did ;  and  no 
day  was  ever  more  clouded  than  the  present.  Wis- 
dom and  good  examples  are  necessary  at  this  time  to 
rescue  the  political  machine  from  the  impending 
storm.  Virginia  has  now  an  opportunity  to  set  the 
latter,  and  has  enough  of  the  former,  I  hope,  to  take 
the  lead  in  promoting  this  great  and  arduous  work. 
Without  an  alteration  in  our  political  creed,  the  super- 
structure we  have  been  seven  years  in  raising,  at  the 
expense  of  so  much  treasure  and  blood,  must  fall. 
We  are  fast  verging  to  anarchy  and  confusion. 

By  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  General 
Knox,  who  had  just  returned  from  Massachusetts, 
whither  he  had  been  sent  by  Congress  consequent  of 
the  commotions  in  that  State,  is  replete  with  melan- 
choly accounts  of  the  temper  and  designs  of  a  consid- 
erable part  of  that  people.  Among  other  things  he 
says: 

"  Their  creed  is,  that  the  property  of  the  United  States  has 
bcfn  protected  from  the  confiscation  of  Britain  by  the  joint  exer- 
tions  of  alii  aid  therefore  ought  to  be  the  common  property  of  aiij 
ud  he  that  attempts  oppostttOD  to  this  creed,  is  an  enemy  to 
equity  and  justice,  and  ought  to  be  swept  from  oH  the  face  oC  the 
eanh."  Again:  "  They  are  determined  to  annihilate  all  debts, 
jiiblic  and  private,  and  have  agrarian  laws,  which  arc  easily 
effected  by  the  means  of  unfunded  paper  money,  which  shall 
be  I  tender  in  all  cases  whatever."  He  adds :  "  The  number  of 
these  people  amount,  in  Massachusetts  to  about  one  iifth  part 
of  several  i>opulous  counties,  and  to  them  may  be  collected 
people  o(  similar  sentiments  from  the  Stales  of  Rhode  Island, 
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Conaecticut,  and  New  Hampshire,  so  as  to  constitute  a  body  of 
about  twelve  or  Aficcn  thousand  dc.s[)eratc  and  unprincipled 
men.  They  are  chiefly  of  the  young  and  active  part  of  the  com- 
munity." 

How  melancholy  is  the  reflection,  that  in  so  shot 
a  space  we  should  have  made  such  large  strides  tow- 
ards fulfilling  the  predictions  of  our  transatlantic  foes  ( 
*'  Leave  them  to  themselves,  and  their  government 
will  soon  dissolve."      Will  not  the  wise  and  good 
strive  hard  to  avert  this  evil  ?     Or  will  their  supine- 
ness  suffer  Ignorance,  and  the  arts  of  self-interested, 
designing,  disaffected,   and  desperate  characters,  to 
involve  this  great  country  in  wretchedness  and  con- 
tempt?   What  stronger  evidence  can  be  given  of  the 
want  of  energy  in  our  government,  than  these  disor-S 
ders  ?    If  there  is  not  power  in  it  to  check  them," 
what  security  has  a  man  for  life,  liberty,  or  property? 
To  you  I  am  sure  I  need  not  add  aught  on  this  sub-^ 
jcct.     The  consequences  of  a  lax  or  inefficient  gov^^J 
ernment  are  too  obvious  to  be  dwelt  upon.    Thirteen 
sovereignties   pulling   against   each    other,    and    al^^ 
tugging  at  the  federal  head,  will  soon  bring  ruin  on^ 
the  whole ;  whereas  a  liberal  and  energetic  constitu- 
tion, well  g^iarded  and  closely  watched  to  prevent 
encroachments,  might  restore  us  to  that  degree  of 
respectability  and  consequences,  to  which  we  had 
fair  claim  and   the   brightest  prospect  of  attaining^ 
With  sentiments  of  very  great  esteem  and  regard. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 


*  Frvm   Afr.   Afadijon't  reffy. — "  The  intelligence  from  GenenI  Kaoi, 
gloomy  JDdud,  but  u  less  bo  than  the  colors  in  which  I  ha.d  it  ihratigh  Another 
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TO    BUSH  ROD    WASHINGTON. 

Mount  Vbrnom,  ij  NoTcnber,  17M. 

Dear  Bush  rod, 

Your  letter  of  the  31st  of  October  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  30th  of  September  came  safe  to 
hand.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  my  former  letter 
either  to  condemn,  or  give  my  voice  in  favor  of 
the  Patriotic  Society,  of  which  you  have  now,  but 
not  before,  declared  yourself  a  member ;  nor  do 
I  mean  to  do  it  now.  I  offered  observations  under 
the  information  I  had  then  received,  the  weight 
of  which  was  to  be  considered.  As  first  thoughts, 
they  were  undigested,  and  might  be  very  errone- 
ous. 

That  representatives  ought  to  be  the  mouth  of 


duaaeL  If  tbe  Icssoiu  which  u  inculcates  should  not  work  th«  proper  impro^ 
Boru  on  Ihe  American  public,  it  will  be  a  proof  that  our  com  Ik  despefBte. 
Judging  froro  the  prctcnt  temper  ami  appareiil  viewti  of  our  Atscmbl^,  1  have 
•OHiB  |[Tt>und  for  leanicij;  to  the  udc  of  hope.  The  vole  a^unixt  puiier  roonc)' 
liM  been  followed  by  two  other*  of  great  importance,  Ily  one  of  ihem, 
Mudry  pctilioot  for  applyinij  a  Kale  of  depredation  to  the  military  ccrtifictitet 
vaamwm'w^Mr/r  rejected.  By  the  other  the  expediency  of  complying  wiUi  the 
reconmendAtion  from  Anoapolii,  in  faror  of  a  general  revision  of  the  federal 
tyBem.  wai  uitaitimeHily  agreed  to,  A  bill  tor  the  purpose  linow  depending, 
MHi  ia  a  form  which  attests  the  moil  federal  spiril.  As  no  opposition  has  been 
jwt  made,  audit  is  ready  for  the  third  teadinu,  I  expect  it  will  soon  be  heCore 
tlwpRbUe. 

"  It  has  been  ibovght  advHable  Ip  give  this  subject  a  very  solann  dress, 
sad  all  the  weight  which  could  be  derived  from  a  single  Stale.  This 
idea  wtU  also  be  pnr^aed  in  the  selection  of  characters  to  represent  Virginia 
)■  the  federal  convention.  You  will  infer  our  eamestness  on  this  point 
from  the  liberty,  which  will  be  u»cd,  ol  placing  yout  name  at  the  head  of 
tfacm.  How  far  this  liberty  may  correspond  with  (be  ideas,  by  which  you 
ooght  to  be  govenied,  will  he  best  decided  when  it  mnat  ultimately  be  deter- 
mineil.  [n  every  event,  it  will  auisi  poweiJully  in  mailiing  the  leal  of  our 
legislature,  snd  iu  opinivD  of  the  mognitiKie  of  tlie  occaAidii." — RichuiODd, 
November  Scfa. 
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their  constituents,  I  do  not  deny ;  nor  do  I  mean  to^ 
call  in  question  the  right  of  the  latter  to  instruct  them.^ 
It  is  to  the  embarrassment,  into  which  they  may  ber^ 
thrown  by  these  instructions  in  national  matters,  that 
my  objections  lie.     In  speaking  of  national  matters  I 
look  to  the  federal  government,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  the  interest  of  every  State  to  support;  and  to 
do  this,  as  there  are  a  variety  of  interests  in  the  Union, 
there  must  be  a  yielding  of  the  parts  to  coalesce  the 
whole.     Now  a  county,  a  district,  or  even  a  State, 
might  decide  on  a  measure,  which,  though  apparently 
for  the  benefit  of  it  in  its  unconnected  state,  may  be 
repugnant  to  the  Interests  of  the  nation,  and  eventu- 
ally to  the  State  itself,  as  a  part  of  the  confederation. 
If,  then,  members  go  instructed  to  the  Assembly  from 
certain  districts,  the  requisitions  of  Congress  repug- 
nant to  the  sense  of  them,  and  all  the  lights  whidi 
they  may  receive  from  the  communications  of  that 
body  to  the  legislature,  must  be  unavailing,  although 
the    nature  and  necessity  of    them,   when  the    rea-^l 
sons  therefor  are  fully  expounded  (which  can  only^^ 
be  given  by  Congress  to  the  Assembly  through  the 
Executive,  and  which  come  before   them   in    their 
legislative  capacity),  are  as   clear   as   the  sun. 
local  matters  which   concern    the  district,  or  thinj 
which  respect  the  internal  policy  of  the  State,  there" 
may  be  nothing  amiss  in  instructions.     In  national 
matters,  also,  the  sense,  but  not  the  law  of  the  dis- 
trict may  be  given,  leaving  the  delegates  to  judge 
from  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  evidence  be-j 
fore  them. 
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The  instructions  of  your  Society,  as  far  as  they 
have  gone,  meet  my  entire  approbation,  except  In  the 
article  of  "  comnmtabUs"  Here,  if  I  understand  the 
meaning  and  design  of  the  clause,  I  must  disagree  to 
it  most  heartily  ;  for,  if  the  intention  of  it  is  to  leave 
it  optional  with  the  person  taxed,  to  pay  any  staple 
commodity  (tobacco  would  be  least  exceptionable) 
in  lieu  of  specie,  the  people  will  be  burthened.  a  few 
speculators  enriched,  and  the  public  derive  no  benefit 
from  it.  Have  we  not  had  a  recent  and  melancholy 
proof  of  this  during  the  war  in  the  provision  tax  ? 
Did  not  the  people  pay  this  In  some  way  or  other, 
perhaps  badly  ?  And  was  not  the  army  almost 
starved  ?  Can  any  instance  be  given,  where  the  pub- 
lic has  sold  tobacco,  hemp,  flour,  or  any  other  com- 
'modity  upon  as  good  terms  as  individuals  have  done 
it  ?  Must  not  there  be  places  of  deposit  for  these 
commutabUs ;  collectors,  storekeepers,  and  the  like, 
employed  ?  These,  rely  on  it.  will  sink  one  half,  and 
a  parcel  of  speculators  will  possess  themselves  of  the 
other  half.  It  was  to  these  things,  that  we  owe  the 
present  depravity  of  the  minds  of  so  many  people  of 
this  country,  and  filled  it  with  so  many  knaves  and 
designing  characters. 

I  Among  the  great  objects,  which  you  took  into  con- 
sideration at  your  meeting  at  Richmond,  how  comes 
it  to  pass,  that  you  never  turned  your  eyes  to  the 
inefficacy  of  the  federal  government,  so  as  to  instruct 
your  delegates  to  accede  to  the  propositions  of  the 
commissioners  at  Annapolis,  or  to  devise  some  other 
mode  to  give  it  that  energy,  which  is  necessar)'  to 
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support  a  national  character  ?     Every  man.  who  cor 
siders  the  present   constitution    of  it,  and    sees    t< 
what  it  is  verging,  trembles.     The  fabric,  which  tool 
nine  years,  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure, 
to  rear,  now  totters  to  the  foundation,  and  without 
support  must  soon  fall. 

The  determination  of  your  Society  to  promot< 
frugality  and  industry  by  example,  to  encourage 
manufactures,  and  to  avoid  dissipation,  is  highly 
praiseworthy.  These,  and  premiums  for  the  mosfifl 
useful  discoveries  in  agriculture  within  your  district, 
the  most  profitable  course  of  cropping,  and  the  best 
method  of  fencing  to  save  timber,  would  soon  make 
us  a  rich  and  happy  people.  With  every  good  wish 
for  you  and  yours,  in  which  your  aunt  joins. 

I  am,  &c 


TO   JAMES  MADISON. 

HouHT  Vekhon,  i8  Novcmbex,  17M. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Not  having  sent  to  the  post-office  with  my  usui 
regularity,  your  favor  of  the  8th  did  not  reach  me  in 
time  for  an  earlier  acknowledgment  than  of  this  date. 
It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  pleasure  to  hear,  that 
the  acts  of  the  present  session  are  marked  with  wis- 
dom, justice,  and  liberality.  They  are  the  palladiui 
of  good  policy,  and  the  sure  paths  that  lead  to  ni 
tional  happiness.  Would  to  God  every  State  wouh 
let  these  be  the  leading  features  of  their  constituent' 
characters.     Those  threatening  clouds,  which  seei 


ready  to  burst  on  the  confederacy,  would  soon 
dispel.  The  unanimity  with  which  the  bill  was  re- 
ceived for  appointing  commissioners  agreeably  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  convention  at  Annapolis,  and 
the  uninterrupted  progress  it  has  met  with  since,  are 
indications  of  a  favorable  issue.  It  Is  a  measure  of 
equal  necessity  and  magnitude,  and  may  be  the  spring 
of  reanimation. 

Although  I  had  bid  adieu  to  the  public  walks  of 
life  in  a  public  manner,  and  had  resolved  never  more 
lo  tread  on  public  ground,  yet  if,  upon  an  occasion 
so  interesting  to  the  well-being  of  the  confederacy,  it 
should  have  appeared  to  have  been  the  wish  of  the 
Assembly  to  have  employed  me  with  other  associates 
in  the  business  of  revising  the  federal  system,  I 
should,  from  a  sense  of  the  obligation  I  am  under  for 
repeated  proofs  of  confidence  in  me,  more  than  from 
any  opinion  I  should  have  entertained  of  my  useful- 
ncss,  have  obeyed  its  call ;  but  it  is  now  out  of  my 
power  to  do  this  with  any  degree  of  consistency. 
The  cause  I  will  mention. 

I  presume  you  heard.  Sir,  that  I  was  first  appointed, 
and  have  since  been  rechosen.  President  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  the  Cincinnati ;  and  you  may  have  understood 
also,  that  the  triennial  general  meeting  of  this  body  is 
to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  the  first  Monday  in  May 
next  Some  particular  reasons,  combining  with  the 
peculiar  situation  of  my  private  concerns,  the  neces- 
sity of  paying  attention  to  them,  a  wish  for  retire- 
ment and  relaxation  from  public  cares,  and  rheumatic 
which  I  begin  to  feel  very  sensibly,  induce< 


pail 


very 


on  the  3  ist  ultimo  to  address  a  circular  letter  to  eacl 
State  society,  informing  them  of  my  intention  not  to 
be  at  the  next  meeting,  and  of  my  desire  not  to  be 
rechosen  President     The  Vice-President'  is  also  itvM 
formed  of  this,  that  the  business  of  the  Society  may 
not  be  impeded  by  my  absence.     Under  these  circum-H 
stances  it  will  readily  be  perceived,  that  I  could  notV 
appear  at  the  same   time  and  place  on  any  other 
occasion,  without  giving  offence  to  a  very  worthy  and 
respectable  part  of  the  community,  the  late  officers 
of  the  American  army.     I  feel  as  you  do  for  our  ac- 
quaintance Colo.  Lee ;  better  never  have  delegated 
than  left  him  out,  unless  some  daring  impropriety  of 
conduct  had  been  ascribed  to   him.'     I   hear  with 
pleasure  that  you  are  in  the  New  choice.     Withscn-J 
timents  of  the  highest  esteem  and  aflfection, 

I  am,  &C. 


TO    FIELDING    LEWIS. 

Mount  Vkxnon,  4  December,  i?86. 

Sir, 

Yourletter  of  the  nth  of  Octor.  never  came  to 
hands  'till  yesterday. — Altho'  your  disrespectful  con-' 
duct  towards  me,  in  coming  into  this  countrj*  and 
spending  weeks  therein  without  ever  coming  near  me, 
entitles  you  to  very  little  notice  or  favor  from  me; 


■  General  Gates.  ^ 

*  It  is  not  very  clear  why  Henry  l.«e  was  dropped  from  the  Virginia  delcgl- 
tion  ;  but  his  supposed  hclcrodgxy  on  ihe  MisUssippJ  quemon  wot  meotioBcd 
uonc  reason.  Jones,  ihe  delegate  cho«en,  declined  lo  lerve,  cndLcc  waannuu' 
mouslf  named  in  his  piece. 
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yet  I  consent  that  you  may  get  timber  from  off  my 
Land  in  Fauquier  County  to  build  a  house  on  your 
Loit  in  Rectertown.  Having  granted  this,  now  let  me 
ask  you  what  your  views  were  in  purchasing  a  Lott 
ia  a  place  which,  I  presume,  originated  with  and  will 
jd  in  two  or  three  Gin  shops,  which  probably  will 
•xist  no  longer  than  they  serve  to  ruin  the  proprie- 
tors, and  those  who  make  the  most  frequent  applica* 
tions  to  them.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    p.    MARSTELLER. 

MouKT  Vekkok,  15  December.  1786. 

Sir, 

To  the  severity  of  the  weather  whch  has  in  a  man- 
ner shut  every  thing  up,  and  put  a  stop  to  all  inter- 
course; and  to  some  other  circumstances  unnecessary 
CO  mention,  is  to  be  ascribed  my  silence  'till  now  ;  and 
even  now,  when  I  recollect  how  fully  I  have  already 
explained  my  ideas  to  you  on  what  is  intended  to  be 
ihe  subject  of  this  letter,  I  find  that  I  have  hardly 
anything  to  trouble  you  with  by  way  of  illucida- 
ijon. 

I  will  just  observe,  however,  that  having  been  well 
informed  that  seasons  and  circumstances  have  OC' 
fwrrfi/ and  probably  wiU arrive  again  when  goods  by 
vendue  have  sold  considerably  below  the  sterig,  cost 
of  them  ; — nay  that  they  have  even  been  bought  for 
the  nominal  sum  currency,  which  they  cost  sterling  in 
the  countries  from  whence  ihey  were  imported  ;  and 
'^ving  found  from  experience,  that  I  derive  little  or 
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no  advantage  from  the  ready  money  payments  I  make 
for  such  articles  as  are  requisite  for  the  use  of  my 
estate,  (when  I  go  to  the  stores  in  Alexandria.)  I  had 
determined  to  make  the  proposition  to  you  which  was 
pretty  fully  explained  in  the  conversation  I  had  witl^fl 
you  atourlast  inteview  as  has  been  already  mentioned" 
and  which  in  a  word  is  as  follows  : — 

To  allow  you  a  Cominission  of  2\  p.  ct  (which  you, 
yourself  declared  was  sufficient.)  upon  all  purchases 
you  shall  make  for  me  at  Vendue,  of  articles  which 
may  from  time  to  time  be  enumerated  to  you.  It  is 
your  interest,  I  know  to  sell  high  :^it  is  mine  to  buy 
low : — but  there  is  nothing  incompatible  that  I  can 
conceive  in  your  agency  in  both  these  cases ;  for 
when  the  former  is  the  case,  I  mean  not  to  become 
a  purchaser — when  the  latter  happens,  which  no  skill 
or  exertion  of  yours  can  at  all  times  prevent,  is  the 
moment  of  which  I  mean,  thro'  your  attention  to  the 
business  to  avail  myself  for  supplies.  To  your  knowl- 
edge of  the  goods  which  are  intended  for  sale;  the 
circumstances  of  the  sale,  and  to  your  honor  of  whl 
I  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion  from  the  goo 
report  made  of  it  by  others,  I  entirely  confide  for  thi 
management.  The  payments  shall  always  keep  pa 
with  the  purchases  ;  you  have  nothing  more  to  do 
therefore  than  to  give  intimation  of  the  latter  by  a 
line  lodged  at  the  post  office,  to  receive  the  former, 
and  were  you  now  and  then  to  add  a  concise  list 
the  principal  articles  which  are  for  sale,  it  would 
obliging. 

To  particularize  all  the  articles  which  are  neces 
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for  the  use  of  a  large  family,  would  be  as  tedious 
as  unnecessar)'.  Every  merchant  who  retails,  and 
every  man  who  provides  for  one,  can  be  at  no  loss  for 
them.  The  heavy  articles,  and  such  as  at  present 
occur  to  me  are  enumerated  in  the  enclosed  list ; — in 
which  you  will  perceive  no  mention  is  made  of  coarse 
woolens  ;  because  of  these  I  manufacture  a  sufficiency 
10  clothe  my  out-door  negroes^Nor  have  I  said  any 
thing  of  Wines,  because  I  import  my  own  ; — but  of 
the  latter,  if  good  Claret  should  at  any  time  go  cheap, 
I  would  take  two  or  three  Boxes ; — 1  have  been 
obliged  to  buy  about  200  ells  of  Ticklenburgfor  pres- 
ent use  : — perhaps  the  2  or  300  more  enumerated  in 
the  enclosed,  may  suffice — possibly  more  may  be 
wanted. — The  Blankets  will  not  be  wanted  before 
next  Autumn.  Of  Sugars  my  demand  (as  a  private 
family)  is  great  and  constant : — but  of  Coffee  and 
^^  Molasses  I  have  on  hand  a  large  stock. 
^K  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  impress  on  you  the  idea 
^■that  it  is  tlie  prospect  of  very  cheap  buying  which 
^has  induced  me  to  adopt  this  mode  of  obtaining  my 
supplies;  and  that  unless  the  end  is  accomplished,  my 
purposes  will  not  be  answered,  nor  my  inclination 
gratified  by  it ;  but  to  prevent  mistakes,  I  explicitly 
declare  it.  Few  of  the  enumerated  articles  am  I  in 
present  want  of — those  for  which  I  shall  soonest  have 
a  call,  are  marked  thus  *  in  the  margin  ;  many  of 
the  others  I  may  dispense  with  a  year,  or  two  years. 
—They  stand  in  the  List  as  a  memento  only,  in  case 
ver)-  favorable  moments  present,  for  the  purchase  of 
them. 


I  am  told  it  sometimes  happens  that  Goods  which 
come  underthe  imputation  of  being  damaged,  tho'  In 
fact  they  have  received  little  or  no  real  injury,  are 
frequently  sold  uncommonly  low  indeed — particularly 
Bale  blanketing,  and  other  Bale  goods. — To  embrace 
such  opportunities  is  recommended,  not  in  this,  judg- 
ment and  a  close  inspection  are  necessarj" ;  for  it  is 
not  the  lowest  priced  goods  that  arc  always  the  cheap- 
est— the  quality  is,  or  ought  to  be  as  much  an  object 
with  the  purchaser,  as  the  price.  d 

I  pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  trouble  you 
had  with  the  German  redemptioners  which  were 
purchased  for  me ; — the  expence  my  nephew  the 
bearer  of  this  will  pay.     I  am,  &c. 


4 


TO   JAUES   MADISON. 

Mount  VxiiiKnf.  16  December.  t7&6. 

Dear  Sir.  J 

Your  favor  of  the  7th  came  to  my  hands  the  even- 
ing before  last.     The  resolutions,  which  you  say  ar< 
inserted  in    the  papers,  I   have  not  yet  seen.'     Th( 
latter  come  irregularly,  though  I  am  a  subscriber  t( 
Hays  Gazette. 

Besides  the  reasons,  which  were  assigned  in    mjr' 
circular  letter  to  the  several  State  societies  of  the 
Cincinnati,  for  my  non-attendance  at  the  next  gen- 

'  On  the  Missi&ilppl  question,  "  I  am  entireir  coavinced.  from  whit  I  ob. 
scrre  here,  (hat  unlets  ihe  project  of  Coni^TeiB  [foi  ceding  to  Spfttn  the  MUsit- 
slppi  for  3j  years]  can  be  revened,  ihc  hopes  of  carrying  this  Stale  into  a  proper 
federal  aystem  will  be  demoliahed," — Madison  to  tVasMmglcu,  7  tkccmbex, 
1786. 
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eral  meeting  to  be  holdenat  Philadelphia  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next,  there  existed  one,  of  a  political 
nature,  which  operated  stronger  on  my  mind,  than  all 
the  others,  and  which  in  confidence  I  will  now  com- 
municate to  you. 

When  this  Society  was  first  formed,  I  am  persuaded 
not  a  member  of  it  conceived,  that  it  would  give  birth 
to  those  jealousies,  or  be  charged  with  those  dangers, 
real  or  imaginary,  with  which  the  minds  of  many,  and 
of  some  respectable  characters  in  these  States,  seem 
to  be  agitated.  The  motives,  which  induced  the 
officers  to  enter  into  it,  were,  I  am  positive,  truly 
and  frankly  recited  in  the  institution  ;  one  of  which, 
and  the  principal,  was  to  establish  a  charitable  fund 
for  the  relief  of  such  of  their  compatriots,  the  widows 
and  descendants  of  them,  as  were  fit  objects  for  such 
support,  and  for  whom  no  public  provision  had  been 
made  by  the  public.  But,  the  trumpet  being  sounded, 
the  alarm  was  spreading  far  and  wide.  I  readily  per- 
ceived, therefore,  that,  unless  a  modification  of  the 
plan  could  be  effected  (to  annihilate  the  Society  al- 
together was  impracticable  on  account  of  the  foreign 
officers  who  had  been  admitted),  irritations  would 
vise,  which  would  soon  draw  a  line  between  the 
Society  and  their  fellow  citizens. 

To  avoid  this,  to  conciliate  the  affections,  and  to 
convince  the  world  of  the  purity  of  the  plan,  I  exerted 
myself,  and  with  much  difficulty  effected  the  changes, 
which  appeared  in  the  recommendation  that  proceeded 
from  the  general  meeting  to  those  of  individual  States. 
But  the  accomplishment  of  it  was  not  easy  ;  and  I 
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have  since  heard,  that,  while  some  States  have  ac- 
ceded to  the  recommendation,  others  are  not  disposed 
to  do  so,  alleging  that  unreasonable  prejudices,  and 
ill-founded  jealousies,  ought  not  to  influence  a  meas- 
ure laudable  in  its  institution,  and  salutary  in  il 
objects  and  operation. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  may  readily  be  con-"' 
ceived,  that  the  part  1  should  have  had  to  have  acted 
would  have  been  delicate.  On  the  one  hand,  I  might 
be  charged  with  dereliction  of  the  ofhcers,  who  had  no- 
bly supported  me,  and  had  even  treated  me  with  un- 
common attention  and  attachment ;  on  the  other,  with 
supporting  a  measure  incompatible  with  republican 
principles.  I  thought  it  best,  therefore,  without  assign- 
ingthis  (the  principal)  reason,  to  decline  the  presidency 
and  to  excuse  my  attendance  on  the  ground,  which 
is  firm  and  just,  of  necessity  of  attending  to  my  pri- 
vate concerns,  and  in  conformity  to  my  determination 
of  spending  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  a  state  of 
retirement ;  and  to  indisposition  occasioned  by  rheu- 
matic complaints  with  which  at  times  I  am  a  good 
deal  afflicted  ;  professing  at  the  same  time  my  entire, 
approbation  of  the  institution  as  altered,  and  th< 
pleasure  I  feel  at  the  subsidence  of  those  jealousies, 
which  have  yielded  to  the  change,  presurning  on  th< 
general  adoption  of  it. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  to  show,  that,  undt 
circumstances  like  these,  1  should  feel  myself  in  ai 
awkward  situation   to  be  in   Philadelphia  on  another 
public  occasion,  during  the  sitting  of   this  Society. 
That  the  present  moment  is  pregnant  of  great  an< 
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Strange  events,  none  who  will  cast  their  eyes  around 
them  can  deny.    What  may  be  brought  forth  between 
this  and  the  first  of  May,  to  remove  the  difificulties. 
which  at  present  labor  in  my  mind  against  the  accept- 
ance of  the  honor,  which  has  lately  been  conferred  on 
me  by  the  Assembly,  is  not  for  me  to  predict ;  but  I 
should  think  it  incompatible  with  that  candor,  which 
ought  to  characterize  an  honest  mind,  not  to  declare, 
that,  under  my  present  view  of  the  matter,  I  should 
be  too  much  embarrassed  by  the  meeting  of  these 
two  bodies  in  the  same  place  at  the  same  moment, 
after  what  I  have  written  to  be  easy  in  my  situation, 
and  therefore  that  it  would  be  improper  to  let  my 
appointment  stand  in  the  way  of  another.     Of  this, 
you,  who  have  had  the  whole  matter  before  you,  will 
judge :  for,  having  received  no  other  than  private 
intimation  of  my  election,  and  unacquainted  with  the 
formalities,  which  are  or  ought  to  be  used  on  these 
occasions,  silence  may  be  deceptious,  or  considered 
as  disrespectful.     The  imputation  of  both  or  either 
1  would  wish   to  avoid.     This   is  the  cause  of  the 
present  disclosure  to  you  immediately  upon  my  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter,  which  has  been  locked  up  by  ice ; 
for  I  have  had  no  communication  with  Alexandria 
for  many  days,  till  the  day  before  yesterday. 

My  sentiments  are  decidedly  against  Commutables  ; 
for  sure  1  am  it  will  be  found  a  tax  without  a  revenue. 
That  the  people  will  be  burthened,  the  public  ex- 
pectation deceived,  and  a  few  speculators  only  en- 
riched. Thus  the  matter  will  end,  after  the 
morals  "of  some"   are    more    corrupted  tlian  they 
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now  are — and  the  minds  of  all,  filled  with  more  leaven, 
by  finding  themselves  taxed,  and  the  public  demands 
in  full  force.  Tobacco,  on  acct.  of  the  public  places 
of  deposit  and  from  the  accustomed  mode  of  negotia- 
ting the  article,  is  certainly  better  fitted  foraCommu^ 
table  than  any  other  production  of  this  countrj-,  but" 
if  I  understand  the  matter  rightly  (I  have  it  from 
report  only)  will  any  man  pay  five  pounds  in  specie 
for  five  taxables  when  the  same  sum  (supposing  To- 
bacco not  to  exceed  20s.  per  cwt.),  will  purchase  500 
lbs.  of  Tobo.,  and  this  if  at  28s.  will  discharge  the 
tax  on  Seven  ?  And  will  not  the  man  who  neither 
makes,  nor  can  easily  procure  this  commodity,  com- 
plain of  the  inequality  of  such  a  mode,  especially  when 
he  finds  that  the  revenue  is  diminished  by  the  differ- 
ence be  it  what  it  may  between  the  real  and  nominal 
price  ?  And  that  he  is  again  to  be  taxed  to  make  this 
good.  These  and  such  like  things  in  my  humble  opin- 
ion are  extremely  hurtful  and  are  among  the  principal 
causes  that  produce  depravity  and  corruption,  without 
accomplishing  the  object  in  view;  for  it  is  not  the 
shadow,  but  the  substance  with  which  taxes  must  b^^ 
paid,  if  we  mean  to  be  honest    With  sentiments,  &cfl 

'  To  KplyinfE  to  this  letter  Bfr.  Madison  nid  :  "  I  hive  coDsdcnd  well  the 
circumsi&acct;  wluch  it  coiiAdcntially  discloses,  «b  well  uihoM  contained  in  four 
pnceding  favor.  The  diffiniltiei,  which  they  oppoM  to  an  acceptance  ol  Ibc  ap- 
pointment, in  which  you  are  influitcil,  can  oa  little  be  denied  as  they  can  (ail  to  b« 
r«ETctted.  ]iut  1  am  tlill  inclined  to  think,  that  the  posture  of  our  aSaiit,  if  jt 
should  continur,  woiilii  prevent  any  critici»in  on  the  ntuation,  which  the  contem- 
porary meetings  would  place  you  in;  and  winh  thai  at  least  a  door  cotildbe  left 
open  (or  yoni  ncccptdncc  hcrealtcr,  in  case  lh«  catherint;  clouds  should  become 
ao  dark  and  fncnacing,  ax  to  *upert«de  c»ery  contJdcration  but  Ihat  o(  out  na. 
lional  exiitencc  or  lafety.     A  suspeniie  of  your  ulUmaic  determination  would  be 
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TO  EDMUKD    RANDOLPH,    GOVERNOR    OF    VIRGINIA.' 


Sir, 


MouKT  Verkon,  2t  D««iBb«,  1786. 


I  had  not  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's 
hvor  of  the  6th,  with  the  enclosure,  till  last  night' 
Sensible  as  I   am  of  the  honor  conferred  on  me  by 
the  general  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  ap- 
pointing me  one  of  the  deputies  to  a  convention  pro- 
posed to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  May 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  federal  consti- 
I      tution.  and  desirous  as  1  am  on  all  occasions  of  testi- 
^fying  a  ready  obedience  to  the  calls  of  my  country; 
^^et.  Sir,  there  exist  at  this  moment  circumstances, 
which  I  am  persuaded  will  render  this  fresh  instance 
of    confidence    incompatible   with    other    measures, 
which  I  had  previously  adopted,  and  from  which  see- 
ing little  prospect  of  disengaging  myself,  it  would  be 
disingenuous  not  to  express  a  wish,  that  some  other 
character,  on  whom  greater  reliance  can  be  had.  may 
be  substituted  in  my  place ;  the  probability  of  my 
non-attendance    being    too   great    to    continue    my 
appointment. 

nowfae  inconvenient  in  «  public  view,  u  the  exccntirc  arc  authorized  to  fill 
VSCiaaw,  and  can  fill  them  at  any  time  ;  and,  in  anyercnl,  thiec  out  of  teven 
dBpvliei  an  aulboruiKl  to  repr»ent  the  State.     How  for  it  may  ba  admlsii- 
bfe  la  anotbcf  view,  will  liepcml  pcrhap»  in  tome  enewure  on  tlie  chance  of  j-out 
fiBftUjr  and«ft«ki&|*  the  service,  but  principally  on  the  coTrcspoDdcncc,  which  is 
I     aow  pusiog  OB  the  subject  between  yourull  and  the  governor. " 
^^L  '  He  had  receally  been  elected  at  successor  lo  Pairick  Henry. 
^^r*  Commgnicatiog  official  intelligence  of  hii  baring  been  unaniinouily  chotcii 
one  of  tlte  delegate*  fioin  Virjjinia  for  attending  a  general  convention.      Hin 
aane  wai  placed  04  the  bead  of  the  deputation,  conciuing  of  »even  per»on&  a> 
follows:  George  WashiiiKlon,  Patrick  Heory,  Edmund  Randolph.  John  Blair, 
James  Madisoa,  George  Mason,  and  George  Wythe. 
7 
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As  no  mind  can  be  more  deeply  impressed  than  mine 
is  with  the  critical  situation  of  our  affairs,  resulting 
in  a  great  measure  from  the  want  of  efficient  powers 
in  the  federal  head,  and  due  respect  to  its  ordinances, 
so  consequently  those,  who  do  engage  in  the  import- 
ant business  of  removing  these  defects,  will  carry 
with  them  every  good  wish  of  mine,  whicli  the  bes 
dispositions  towards  the  obtatnmeni  can  bestow, 
am,  8ec.* 


bes^ 

4 

.vers™ 


TO   DAVID   HUMPHREYS. 

MoUKT  Vbmion,  36  December,  i 

Mr  dear  Humphreys, 

I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  several  fa 
of  the  1st,  9th,  and  i6th  of  November.  The  last 
came  first.  Mr.  Morse,  having  in  mind  the  old 
proverb,  was  determined  not  to  make  more  haste 
than  good  speed  in  prosecuting  his  journey  to  Geor- 
gia; so  I  got  the  two  first  lately. 

For  your  publication  respecting  the  treatment  of 
Captain  Asgill,  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you. 
The  manner  of  making  it  is  the  best  that  could  be 

'  To  the  abcw  letter  Goveraor  Rimdolph  replied.  "  Although  cmnpclled. 
by  (IntT  1°  ''y  before  the  Council  your  anewcr  lo  my  notifioiion  of  your  ap> 
poiiitraent  tu  Pliilai^elphia,  1  vraa  liappy  \o  liiid  iheui  coocurrinf;  -vWh  me  in  the 
propriety  of  entrexting  fou  noi  to  dcddc  on  a  refusal  immediately.  Perhaps 
the  nbstacle.t  now  in  view  may  be  removed  before  May  ;  and  the  nomination  of 
a  successor,  if  ncccvfiiry  at  all,  will  be  as  cffcctnnlly  made  tome  time  hence  as 
now.  Perhapii  too  (and  indeed  1  fear  the  event)  every  other  coouderalion  may 
teem  of  little  weiglU,  when  compared  willi  the  criitis,  vthii:h  may  then  hang  ov* 
the  United  Stairs-  1  hope,  (hercforc.  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  holding  ap^ 
your  letter  Cor  the  prcKnl,  and  waiiinc  unill  lime  shall  discover  the  rcMilt  of 
the  commotfoni  now  prevailing." — Richmond,  January  4tb,  1787. 
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devised,  whilst  the  matter  will  prove  the  illiberality 
as  well  as  the  fallacy  of  the  reports,  which  have  been 
circulated  on  that  occasion,  and  which  are  fathered 
upon  that  officer  as  the  author. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  and  most  heartfelt  concern 
I  perceive,  by  some  late  paragraphs  extracted  from 
the  Boston  papers,  that  the  insurgents  of  Massa- 
chusetts.  far  from  being  satisfied  with  the  redress 
offered  by  their  General  Court,  are  still  acting  in 
open  violation  of  law  and  government,  and  have 
obliged  the  chief  magistrate  in  a  decided  tone  to  call 
upon  the  militia  of  the  State  to  support  the  constitu- 
tion. What,  gracious  God  !  is  man,  that  there  should 
be  such  inconsistency  and  perfidiousness  in  his  con- 
duct? It  is  but  the  other  day,  that  we  were  shedding 
our  blood  to  obtain  the  constitutions  under  which  we 
now  live  ;  constitutions  of  our  own  choice  and  making ; 
and  now  we  are  unsheathing  the  sword  to  overturn 
them.  The  thing  is  so  unaccountable,  that  I  hardly 
know  how  to  realize  it,  or  to  persuade  myself,  that  I 
am  not  under  the  illusion  of  a  dream. 

My  mind,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1st  ultimo,  had  often  been  agitated  by  a  thought 
similar  to  the  one  you  have  expressed  respecting  an 
old  friend  of  yours  ;  but  Heaven  forbid  that  a  crisis 
should  come,  when  he  shall  be  driven  to  the  necessity 
of  making  choice  of  either  of  the  alternatives  there 
mentioned.'    Let  me  entreat  you,  my  dear  Sir,  to 


'  The  following  extnct  vrill  espUmthiip«nfnph,  and  show  tballbe  "old 
f (icod  **  alladed  to  wat  General  Wathington  himaetf. 

"  In  nuc  of  cWil  ditoanl."  lAtd  Mr.  Humphnys,  "  I  hnvc  already'  told  you. 
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keep  me  advised  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  your 
quarter.     I  can  depend  upon  your  accounts.     News- 
paper paragraphs,  unsupported  by  other  testimony, 
are   often   contradictory   and    bewildering.     At  one 
time,  these  insurgents  are  spoken  of  as  a  mere  mob  ; 
at  other  times,  as  systematic  in  all  their  proceedings. 
If  the  first,  I  would  fain  hope,  thatlilte  other  mobs  il^ 
will,  however  formidable,   be  of  short  duration.      I^^ 
the  latter,  there  are  surely  men  of  consequence  and 
abilities  behind  the  curtain,  who  move  the  puppetq^f 
the  designs  of  whom  may  be  deep  and  dangerous." 
They  may  be  instigated  by  British  counsel,  actuated 
by  ambitious   motives,  or,  being  influenced   by  dis-     i 
honest  principles,  had  rather  see  the  country  in  th^^| 
horrors  of  civil  discord,  than  do  what  justice  would 
dictate  to  an  honest  mind. 

I  had  scarcely  despatched  my  circular  letters  t( 
the  several  State  Societies  of  the  Cincinnati,  when 
received  letters  from  some  of  the  principal  members  o( 
our  Assembly,  expressing  a  wish,  that  they  might  b< 
permitted  to  name  me  as  one  of  the  deputies  of  this 
State  to  the  convention  proposed  to  be  held  at  Phila- 
delphia the  first  of  May  next.  I  immediately  wrote 
to  my  particular  friend  Mr.  Madison,  and  gave 
similar  reasons  to  the  others.  The  answer  is  contained 
in  the  extract  No.  i ;  In  reply  I  got  the  extract  No  2. 
This  obliges  me  to  be  more  explicit  and  confidentiaji 

it  WM  Bcriouily  my  opinion,  ihal  you  could  not  icmain  oenter,  And  thu  jfo^^ 
would  be  obliged  in  i«U-defciice  to  ulec  p&n  on  one  aide  or  the  other,  or  with- 
draw front  the  continent.     Your  friends  sre  oC  the  »nte  opinion  ;  kod  I  believe 
you  arc  cotiviDCod  it  is  imiKMsihlc  to  have  more  disintemted  knil  lealout  Iriendc 
Ihac  tfaoie.  who  have  been  about  your  pcnou." — New  Haven,  November  \%x. 


with  him  on  points  which  a  recurrence  to  the  conver- 
sations we  have  had  on  this  subject  will  bring  to  your 
mind  and  save  me  the  hazard  of  a  recital  in  this  letter. 
Since  this  interchange  of  letters  I  have  received  from 
the  Governor  the  letter  No.  4  and  have  written  No.  5 
in  answer  to  it  Should  this  matter  be  further  pressed, 
(which  I  hope  it  will  not,  as  I  have  no  inclination  to 
go,)  what  had  I  best  do  ?  You,  as  an  indifferent  per- 
son, and  one  who  is  much  better  acquainted  with  the 
sentiments  and  views  of  the  Cincinnati  than  I  am,  (for 
in  this  State,  where  the  recommendations  of  the  general 
meeting  have  been  agreed  to.  hardlyany  thing  is  said 
about  it,)  as  also  with  the  temper  of  the  people  and 
state  of  politics  at  large,  can  determine  upon  better 
ground  and  fuller  evidence  than  myself ;  especially 
as  you  have  opportumities  of  knowing  In  what  light 
the  States  to  the  eastward  consider  the  convention, 
and  the  measures  they  are  pursuing  to  contravene  or 
to  give  efficiency  to  it 

On  the  last  occasion,^  only  five  States  were  repre- 
sented ;  none  east  of  New  York.  Why  the  New 
England  governments  did  not  appear,  I  am  yet  to 
leam  ;  for,  of  all  others,  the  distractions,  and  turbu- 
lent temper  of  these  people  would,  I  should  have 
thought,  have  afforded  the  strongest  evidence  of  the 
necessity  of  competent  powers  somewhere.  That 
the  federal  government  is  nearly  if  not  quite  at  a 
stand,  none  will  deny.  The  first  question  then  is,  shall 
it  be  annihilated  or  supported?  If  the  latter,  the 
proposed  convention  is  an  object  of  the  first  magni- 

'  The  convention  at  AnnapoLit. 
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tude,  and  should  be  sustained  by  all  the  friends  of  the 
present  constitution.     In  the  other  case,  if.  on  a  full 
and  dispassionate  revision,  the  continuance  shall  bead-j 
judged  impracticable  or  unwise,  as  only  delaying  ai 
event  which  must  ere  long  take  place,  would  it  not  bel 
better  for  such  a  meeting  to  suggest  some  other,  to 
avoid  if  possible  civi!  discord  or  other  impending  evils  ? 
I  must  candidly  confess,  as  we  could  not  remain  quiet 
more  than  three  or  four  years  in  time  of  peace,  under 
the  constitutions  of  our  own  choosing,  which  it  was 
believed,  in  many  States  at  least,  were  formed  with 
deliberation  and  wisdom,  I  see  little  prospect  either 
of  our  agreeing  upon  any  other,  or  that  we  shouldj 
remain  long  satisfied  under  it  if  we  could.     Yet  iH 
would  wish  any  thing  and  every  thing  essayed  to  pre- 
vent the  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  avert  the  humiliat- 
ing and  contemptible  figure  we  are  about  to  make  in^J 
the  annals  of  mankind.  ^ 

If  this  second  attempt  to  convene  the  States,  for 
the  purposes  proposed  by  the  report  of  the  partial 
representation  at  Annapolis  in  September,  should 
also  prove  abortive,  it  may  be  considered  as  an  une- 
quivocal evidence,  that  the  States  are  not  likely  to 
agree  on  any  general  measure,  which  is  to  pervade 
the  Union,  and  of  course  that  there  is  an  end  of  fed- 
eral government.  The  States,  therefore,  which  make 
the  last  dying  essay  to  avoid  these  misfortunes, 
would  be  mortified  at  the  issue,  and  their  deputies 
would  return  home  chagrined  at  their  ill  success  and 
disappointment.  This  would  be  a  disagreeable  cir^H 
cumstance  for  any  one  of  them  to  be  in,  but  more^ 
particularly  so  for  a  person  in  my  situation,     if 
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further  application  is  made  to  me,  of  course  I  shall 
not  attend  ;  if  there  is,  I  am  under  no  obligation  to 
do  it,  but,  as  I  have  had  so  many  proofs  of  your  friend- 
ship, know  your  abilities  to  judge,  and  your  oppor- 
tunities of  learning  the  politics  of  the  day  on  the  points 
I  have  enumerated,  you  would  oblige  me  by  a  full 
and  confidcniial  communication  of  your  sentiments 
thereon. 

Peace  and  tranquillity  prevail  in  this  State,  The 
Assembly,  by  a  ver)'  great  majority  and  in  very  em- 
phatical  terms,  have  rejected  an  application  for  paper 
money,  and  spurned  the  idea  of  fixing  the  value  of 
military  certificates  by  a  scale  of  depreciation.  In 
some  other  respects,  too,  the  proceedings  of  the 
present  session  have  been  marked  with  justice,  and  a 
strong  desire  of  supporting  the  federal  system.  Al- 
though 1  lament  the  effect  I  am  pleased  at  the  cause 
which  has  deprived  us  of  the  pleasure  of  your  aid  in 
the  attack  of  Christmas  pies.  We  had  one  yesterday 
on  which  all  the  company  tho'  pretty  numerous,  were 
hardly  able  to  make  an  impression.  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton &  George  &  his  wife  (Mr.  Lear  I  had  occasion 
to  send  to  the  Western  Country)  join  in  affectionate 
regards  for  you  and  with  sentiments,  &c.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   HENfcV    KKOX. 

HOUHT  VbknoK,  36  December  1786. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

•  •  *  I  feel,  my  dear  General  Knox,  infinitely  more 
than  I  can  express  to  you,  for  the  disorders,  which 
bavcariscnin  these  States.  Good  God!  Who,  besides 
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a  Tory,  could  have  foreseen,  or  a  Briton  predicted 
them  ?  Were  these  people  wiser  than  others,  or 
did  they  judge  of  us  from  the  corruption  and  deprav- 
ity of  their  own  hearts  ?  The  latter  I  am  persuaded 
was  the  case  and  that  notwithstanding  the  boasted 
virtue  of  America  we  are  verj*  little  if  anything  behind 
them  in  dispositions  to  every  thing  that  is  bad. 

I  do  assure  you,  that  even  at  this  moment,  when  I 
reflect  upon  the  present  prospect  of  our  affairs,  i' 
seems  to  me  to  be  like  the  vision  of  a  dream.  My 
mind  can  scarcely  realize  it  as  a  thing  in  actual  exist- 
ence ;  so  strange,  so  wonderful  does  it  appear  to  me. 
In  this,  as  in  most  other  matters,  we  are  too  slow. 
When  this  spirit  first  dawned,  probably  it  might  have 
been  easily  checked, ;  but  it  is  scarcely  within  the 
reach  of  human  ken,  at  this  moment,  to  say  when, 
where,  or  how  it  will  terminate.  There  are  combus- 
tibles in  ever)'  State,  which  a  spark  might  set  fire 
to.  In  this  a  perfect  calm  prevails  at  present ;  and 
a  prompt  disposition  to  support  and  give  energy  t<^H 
the  federal  system  is  discovered,  if  the  unlucky  stir-™ 
ring  of  the  dispute  respecting  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  does  not  become  a  leaven  that  will  fe 
ment  and  sour  the  mind  of  it. 

The  resolutions  of  the  present  session  respecting  a 
paper  emission,  military  certificates,  &c.,  have  stamped 
justice  and  liberality  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Assem- 
bly. By  a  late  act,  it  seems  very  desirous  of  a  general 
convention  to  revise  and  amend  the  federal  constitu- 
tion. Apropos:  what  prevented  the  eastern  States 
from  attending  the  September  meeting  at  Annapolis  ^ 
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Of  all  the  States  in  the  Union  it  should  have  seemed 
to  me,  that  a  measure  of  this  sort^  (distracted  as  they 
were  with  internal  commotions  and  experiencing  the 
want  of  energy  in  the  government.)  would  have  been 
most  pleasing  to  them.  What  are  the  prevailing  sen- 
timents of  the  one  now  proposed  to  be  held  in  Phila- 
delphia in  May  next  ?  and  how  will  it  be  attended  ? 
You  are  at  the  fountain  of  intelligence,  where  the 
wisdom  of  the  nation,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  is  concen- 
tred; consequently  better  able,  (as  1  have  had  suffi- 
cient experience  of  your  intelligence,  confidence,  and 
candor,)  to  solve  these  questions. 

The  Maryland  Assembly  has  been  violently  agi- 
tated by  the  question  for  a  paper  emission.  It  has 
been  carried  in  the  House  of  Delegates ;  but  what 
has  been  or  may  be  the  fate  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate, 
I  have  not  yet  heard.  The  partisans  in  favor  of  the 
measure  in  the  lower  House  threaten,  it  is  said,  a 
secession,  if  it  is  rejected  by  that  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. Thus  are  we  advancing.  In  regretting,  which 
1  have  often  done  with  the  keenest  sorrow,  the  death  of 
our  much  lamented  friend  General  Greene.  I  have 
accompanied  it  of  late  with  a  query,  whether  he  would 
not  have  preferred  such  an  exit  to  the  scenes,  which,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  many  of  his  compatriots  may 
live  to  bemoan. 

In  both  your  letters  you  intimate,  that  the  men  of 
reflection,  principle,  and  property  in  New  England, 
feeling  the  inefiticacy  of  their  present  government,  are 
contemplating  a  change ;  but  you  are  not  explicit 
with  respect  to  its  nature.     It  has  been  supposed, 
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that  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
was  amongst  the  most  energetic  in  the  Union.  May 
not  tliese  disorders  then  be  ascribed  to  an  indulgent 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  administration  ?  If  your 
laws  authorized,  and  your  powers  are  equal  to  the  sup- 1 
pression  of  these  tumults  in  the  first  instance,  delay 
and  unnecessar)'  expedients  were  improper.  These 
are  rarely  well  applied  ;  and  the  same  causes  would 
produce  similar  effects  in  any  form  of  government, 
if  the  powers  of  it  are  not  exercised.  I  ask  this 
question  for  Information.  I  know  nothing  of  the  facts,  ^k 
That  Great  Britain  will  be  an  unconcerned  specta- " 
tor  of  the  present  insurrections,  if  they  continue,  is 
not  to  be  expected.  That  she  is  at  this  moment  sow- 
ing the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  discontent  among  the 
various  tribes  of  Indians  on  our  frontiers,  admits  of 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  ;  and  that  she  will  improve  every 
opportunity  to  foment  the  spirit  of  turbulence  within 
the  bowels  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  dis- 
tracting our  governments  and  promoting  divisions, 
is  with  me  not  less  certain.  Her  first  manoeuvres 
in  this  will  no  doubt  be  covert,  and  may  remain  so  till  j 
the  period  shall  arrive  when  a  decided  line  of  conduct  ^^ 
may  avail  her.  Charges  of  violating  the  treaty,  and 
other  pretexts,  will  then  not  be  wanting  to  color  overt 
acts,  tending  to  effect  the  great  objects  of  which  she 
has  long  been  in  labor.  A  man  is  now  at  the  head 
of  their  American  affairs,  well  calculated  to  conduct 
measures  of  this  kind,  and  more  than  probably  was 
selected  for  the  purpose.  We  ought  not  therefore  to 
sleep  nor  to  slumber.    Vigilance  in  watching  and  vigor 
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in  acting  is  become  in  my  opinion  indispensably  neces- 
sar)'.  If  the  powers  are  inadequate,  amend  or  alter 
them;  but  do  not  let  us  sink  into  the  lowest  state  of 
humiliation  and  contempt,  and  become  a  by-word  in 
all  the  earth.  I  think  with  you,  that  the  spring  will 
unfold  important  and  distressing  scenes,  unless  much 
wisdom  and  good  management  is  displayed  in  the 

i interim-  Adieu.  Be  assured  no  man  has  a  higher 
esteem  and  regard  for  you,  than  I  have ;  none  more 
sincerely  your  friend. 
P.  S.  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  every  good  wish 
for  you  and  Mrs.  Knox  and  in  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation on  the  late  addition  to  your  family. 
Mv 
ilv. 


TO   BUSHROD   WASHINGTON. 

Mount  Vkknow,  io  Janiury,  1787. 


MV    DEAR    BuSHROD, 

I  condole  most  sincerely  with  you,  my  sister  &  fam- 
ily, on  the  death  of  my  Brother ' :  I  feel  most  sensi- 
bly for  this  event ;  but  resignation  being  our  duty — 
to  attempt  an  expression  of  my  sorrow  on  this  occa- 
sion would  be  as  feebly  described,  as  it  would  be 
una\'ailing  when  related. 

If  there  are  any  occasional  services  which  I  can 
render  my  sister  or  any  of  you,  I  shall  have  great 
pleasure  in  the  execution  ;  if  I  could  discharge  the 
duties  of  an  Executor.  I  .would  undertake  the  trust 
most  cheerfully ;  but  in  truth  I  am  not  in  a  situation 
to  do  this.     Already  I   am  so  much  involved  in  and 


'John  Augnitine  Wuhlcglon. 
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so  perplexed  with  other  people's  affairs,  that  my  own 
are  very  much  unattended  to.  Happily,  there  is  not 
the  least  occasion  of  my  assistance  in  the  administra- 
tion of  your  deceased  Father's  Estate.  Your  compe- 
tency alone  is  sufficient  for  this  purpose — when  joined 
by  that  of  my  Sister,  and  your  brother,  the  task  will  be 
easy.  It  may  be  an  alleviating  circumstance  of  my 
brother's  death,  that  his  affairs  fall  into  such  good 
hands,  and  that  each  of  you  have  dispositions  and 
capability  to  do  what  is  proper.     *     •     • 


TO    HENRY    KNOX. 

MowKT  Vmkok,  3  Fcbnikfr,  1787. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  feel  myself  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the 
full  and  friendly  communications  in  your  letters  of  the 
14th,  2ist,  and  25th  ultimo,  and  shall  (critically  as 
matters  are  described  in  the  letter)  be  exceedingly 
anxious  to  know  the  issue  of  the  movements  of  the 
forces,  that  were  assembling  in  support  of,  and  in 
opposition  to,  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts. 
The  moment  is  important.  If  government  shrinks, 
or  is  unable  to  enforce  its  laws,  fresh  manoeuvres  will 
be  displayed  by  the  insurgents,  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion must  prevail,  and  every  thing  will  be  turned 
topsy-turvy  in  that  State,  where  it  is  not  probable  it 
will  end.' 

'  "On  lh«  pmsped  of  th«  happy  termination  of  this  insurrectfoit  I  fincercly 
conKnlulatcyoU,  hoping  that  good  may  remit  from  the  cloud  of  cviU,  wbicfa 
threatened  noc  only  ihc  hcmtapherc  of  MassacliuielU,  but  by  >|>re«ding  iti  bane- 
ful influence  threatened  tbe  tiBn(]uiUity  of  other  Stalea.     Surely  Sbayv  matt  be 
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In  your  tetter  of  the  [4th  you  express  a  wish  to  be 
informed  of  my  intention,  respecting  the  convention 
proposed  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  May  next.  /« 
confidence  I  inform  you,  that  it  is  not,  at  this  time,  my 
intention  to  attend  it.  When  this  matter  was  first 
moved  in  the  Assembly  of  this  State,  some  of  the 
principal  characters  of  it  wrote  to  me,  requesting  they 
might  be  permitted  to  put  my  name  in  the  delegation. 
To  this  I  objected.  They  again  pressed,  and  I  again 
refused,  assigning  among  other  reasons  my  having 
declined  meeting  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  at  that 
place  about  the  same  time,  and  that  I  thought  it  would 
be  disrespectful  to  that  body,  to  whom  I  owe  much, 
to  be  there  on  any  other  occasion.  Notwithstanding 
these  intimations,  my  name  was  inserted  in  the  act; 
and  an  official  communication  thereof  made  by  the 
executive  to  me,  to  whom,  at  the  same  time  that  I 
expressed  my  sense  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me, 
I  declared  that,  as  I  saw  no  prospect  of  my  attending, 
it  was  my  wish  that  my  name  might  not  remain  in  the 
delegation  to  the  exclusion  of  another.  To  this  I 
have  been  requested  in  emphatical  terms  not  to  de- 
cide absolutely,  as  no  inconvenience  would  result 
from  the  new  appointment  of  another,  at  least  for 
some  time  yet 

fjtkcr  ■  wnk  man.  the  dup«  of  soiq«  cbanciers  thai  are  yrt  behiod  (be  cuTtain. 
«r  hn  been  deceiveU  hy  hit  followers  ;  or,  whicti  may  be  lu  likely  ai  any  thing 
pcAaps,  he  did  oot  conceive  tbai  there  was  energy  cnoueh  in  the  covcmmcnt 
to  bnng  Rulten  to  the  criaii  ihey  have  been  ])ushed.  li  is  to  be  hoped  ihe 
General  Court  of  thai  State  concurred  in  the  leport  of  ibe  commit  Ice,  that  a 
iciwUioB  actually  eaisted.  This  would  be  decisive,  and  Ibc  munc  likely 
neaat  of  putting  Ihe  finiahing  ftroke  to  the  bunlnes."^  WoMkingto*  to  lCn»x^ 
ts  Fcbmarr,  1767. 


Thus  the  matter  stands,  which  is  the  reason  of  my  " 
saying  to  you  in  confidence,  that  at  present  I  retain^ 
my  first  intention  not  to  go.     In  the  mean  while,  as  Ifl 
have  the  fullest  conviction   of   your  friendship    for 
and  attachment  to  me,  know  your  abilities  to  judge„H 
and  your  means  of  information,  I  shall  receive  any™ 
communications  from  you  on  this  subject  with  thank- 
fulness.    My  first  wish  is  to  do  for  the  best,  and  to 
act  with  propriety.    You  know  me  too  well  to  believe, 
that  reserve  or  conceal  ment  of  any  opinion  or  ci  rcum- 
stancc  would  beat  all  agreeable  to  me.     The  legality 
of  this  convention  I  do  not  mean  to  discuss,  nor  how 
problematical  the  issue  of  it  may  be.     That  powers 
are  wanting  none  can  deny.     Through  what  medium 
they  are  to  be  derived  will,  like  other  matters,  engage 
the  attention   of  the   wise.     That,   which  takes  the 
shortest  course  to  obtain  them,  in  my  opinion  will,^j 
under  present  circumstances,  be  found  best ;  other-^^ 
wise,  like  a  house  on  fire,  whilst  the  most  regular 
mode  of  extinguishing  the  flames  is  contended  for, 
the  building  is  reduced  to  ashes.     My  opinion  of  the 
energetic  wants  of  the  federal  government  are  well 
known.     My  public  annunciations  and  private  decla- 
rations have  uniformly  expressed  these  sentiments  ^M 
and,  however  constitutional  it  may  be  for  Congress" 
to  point  out  the  defects  of  the  federal  system,  1  am 
strongly  inclined  to  believe,   that  it  would   not  be 
found  the  most  efficacious  channel  for  the  recommen- 
dations, more  especially  the  alterations,  to  flow,  for 
reasons  too  obvious  to  enumerate.' 

'  To  Mr  Jay  lie  wrote.  touLhinn  upon  the  wme  subjeci,  more  thBn  n  monii 
Inter :  "  I  would  fsia  Irj  whxt  the  wisdQm  of  tbe  proposed  coarentioD 
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The  system  on  which  you  seem  disposed  to  build 
a  national  government,  is  certainly  more  energetic, 
and  I  dare  say  in  every  point  of  view  more  desirable 
than  the  present,  which  from  experience  we  find  is  not 
only  slow,  debilitated,  and  liable  to  be  thwarted  by 
every  breath,  but  is  defective  in  that  secrecy,  which, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  many  of  the  most  import- 
ant national  objects,  is  indispensably  necessary; 
and  besides,  having  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judiciary  departments  concentred,  ts  exceptionable. 
But,  at  the  same  time  that  I  gave  this  opinion,  I  be- 
lieve the  political  machine  will  yet  be  much  tumbled 
and  tossed,  and  possibly  be  wrecked  altogether, 
before  that  or  any  thing  like  it  will  be  adopted.  The 
darling  sovereignties  of  each  State,  the  governors 
elected  and  elect,  the  legislators,  with  a  long  tribe  of 
et  cetcras,  whose  political  importance  will  be  lessened, 
if  not  annihilated,  would  give  their  weight  of  opposi- 
tion to  such  a  revolution;  but  I  may  bespeaking  without 
book  ;  for,  scarcely  ever  going  off  my  own  farms,  I  see 
few  people,  who  do  not  call  upon  mc,  and  am  very 
little  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the  great  pub- 
lic Indeed,  after  what  I  have  seen,  or  rather  after 
what  I  have  heard,  I  shall  be  surprised  at  nothing ; 
for.  if  three  years  since  any  person  had  told  me,  that 
there  would  have  been  such  a  formidable  rebellion  as 


Mggest,  and  whit  can  be  effected  by  thcb  couuseU.  It  may  \>k  the  Ii»t  peacc- 
•U*  node  of  nsayini;  the  prncticabilitj'  or  ibe  present  (ons,  withoul  %  gta&ter 
ll|i«e  of  tine,  tban  the  citgency  of  our  affairs  will  allow.  In  strict  propriety, 
acoavcntlofi  so  bolden  may  not  be  legal.  Congress,  however,  mny  give  it  a 
cAloriag  hy  tceomeiieadation,  which  would  fit  it  more  to  ihc  taste,  without 
procBcding  lo  a  de6iiilioa  of  ihc  [luwcrs.  Thia,  huwevcr  i:un»[.itutionally  il 
ni^t  ba  do(M,  would  not  in  my  opiaion  be  expedient."— Much  luUi. 
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exists  at  this  da^  agfainst  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
our  own  making,  I  should  have  thought  him  a  bed- 
lamite, a  fit  subject  for  a  mad-house.  Adieu.  You 
know  how  much,  and  how  sincerely  I  am  your  ever 
affectionate  and  most  obedient  servant 


TO  CHARLES   WASHINGTON. 

MOUKT  VUNON.  I4Fcbn)U]r,  ijS;. 

Dear  Charles, 

When  the  enclosed  was  written,  I  knew  nothing  c 
George's '  intention  of  visiting  Berkeley.     The  safe 
conveyance  afforded  by  him,  is  very  favorable,  andj 
[I]  gladly  embraced  it. 

Having  seen  Bushrod  and  Corbin  Washington  oi 
their  way  from  Berkeley,  their  information  is  the 
subject  of  this  letter  and  is  exceedingly  distressing 
to  me,  inasmuch  as  I  have  not  the  means  of  affording 
immediate  relief.  By  them  I  learn  that  the  remaining 
negros  of  my  deceased  Brother  Samuel's  Estate  are 
under  an  execution,  and  a  momentary  sale  of  them  majBH 
be  expected,  and  this  too  by  the  extraordinary  con-^ 
duct  of  Mr.  White  in  applying  moneys  received  tow- 
ards the  discharge  of  a  Bond  not  in  suit,  when  they 
ought  to  have  given  it  in  payment  of  Mr.  Alexan- 
der's claim,  on  which  judgment  had  been,  or  was  on 
the  point  of  being  obtained.  How  in  the  name 
Heaven  came  Mr.  White  to  be  vested  with  powei 
to  dispose  of  the  money  he  should  recover,  unaccot 


panied  with  instructions  respecting  the  disposal ; 
Will  not  Mr.  Alexander  when  he  sees  every  exertion 
making  to  pay  him  have  mercy  on  the  orphan  ?  Can 
he  as  a  Father  and  man  of  feeling  see  the  Fatherless 
reduced  from  Competency  to  distress  untouched?  If 
there  was  an  unwillingness  to  pay  him,  if  property 
had  not  been  sold  for  the  express  purpose  of  doing 
it,  and  if  there  was  not  a  prospect  of  [its]  being  done 
in  a  very  short  time,  it  would  be  right  in  Mr.  Alexan- 
der to  push  matters  to  extremity ;  but  when  (as  I  am 
informed)  in  the  case  every  exertion  is  making  to 
satisfy  him,  to  cause  perhaps  three  pounds  worth  of 
property  to  be  sold  to  raise  20/  cash,  this  would  be 
inconsistent  with  that  benevolence  which  should  be 
characteristic  of  every  man  and  to  which,  from  what  I 
have  heard  of  the  Gentleman,  he  is  justly  intitled.  1 
therefore  think  as  Executor  to  the  will  and  guardian 
'  to  the  boys,  you  should  before  the  dye  is  cast  apply 
by  fair  and  candid  representation  to  Mr.  Alexander 
on  this  subject,  not  in  the  cold  mode  of  letter,  but 
personally,  to  see  if  this  evil  cannot  be  averted. 
Vain  would  it  be  for  me  to  offer  Mr.  Alexander  any 
assurances  of  the  money  at  a  short  given  day.  I  can- 
not get  it  from  those  who  owe  me  without  suit,  and 
I  hate  to  sue  them.  I  have  offered  lands  for  sale  at 
very  moderate  prices,  but  have  not  been  able  to  sell 
them.  Otherwise,  or  if  I  could  raise  the  money  by 
any  other  means,  I  would  relieve  my  nephews  with- 
out hesitation  from  the  impending  evil.  Indeed,  I 
would  essay  any  thing  to  save  the  estate  ;  for  if  the 
jaegTOs  are  sold  for  ready  money,  they  will  go  for  a 
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song.    To  add  aught  to  this  is  unnecessary.     Withj 
the  most  affectionate  regards. 

My  love,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  joins,  to  myj 
sister  and  the  family. 


iGt  and  which      i 
days  ago  t(^H 
ices.      I  have 


TO   MRS.    MARY   WASHINGTON. 

MouktVkbron,  is  Februi^,  1787. 

HoND.  Madam, 

In  consequence  of  your  communication  to  George 
Washington,  of  your  want  of  money,  I  take  the  (first 
safe)  conveyance  by  Mr.  John  Dandridge  to  send  you 
15  guineas,  which  believe  me  is  all  1  have,  and  which 
indeed  ought  to  have  been  paid  many 
another,  agreeable  to  my  own  assurani 
now  demands  upon  me  for  more  than  500 j^,  three 
hundred  and  forty  odd  of  which  is  due  for  the  tax  of 
1786  ;  and  I  know  not  where  or  when.  I  shall  receive 
one  shilling  with  which  to  pay  it.  In  the  last  two 
years  I  made  no  crops.  In  the  6rst  I  was  obliged  to 
buy  corn  and  this  year  have  none  to  sell,  and  my 
wheat  is  so  bad,  I  cannot  neither  eat  it  myself  nor 
sell  it  to  others,  and  Tobacco  I  make  none.  Those 
who  owe  me  money  cannot  or  will  not  pay  it  without 
suits,  and  to  sue  is  to  do  nothing ;  whilst  my  expences, 
not  from  any  extravagance,  or  an  inclination  on  my 
part  to  live  splendidly,  but  for  the  absolute  support  of^ 
my  family  and  the  visitors  who  are  constantly  here,  areifl 
exceedingly  high  ;  higher  indeed  than  I  can  support 
without  selling  part  of  my  estate,  which  1  am  disposed 
to  do,  rather  than  run  in  debt,   or  continue 


so;  but  this  I  cannot  do,  without  taking  much  less 
ihan  the  lands  I  have  offered  for  sale  arc  worth.  This 
is  really  and  trucly  my  situation.  I  do  not  however 
offer  it  as  any  excuse  for  not  paying  you  what  may 
really  be  due;  for  let  this  be  little  or  much,  I  am  willing, 
however  unable,  to  pay  to  the  utmost  farthing;  but 
it  is  really  hard  upon  me  when  you  have  taken  everj' 
thing  you  wanted  from  the  Plantation  by  which 
money  could  be  raised,  when  I  have  not  received  one 
farthing,  directly  nor  indirectly  from  the  place  for 
more  than  twelve  years,  if  ever,  and  when,  in  that 
lime  I  have  paid,  as  appears  by  Mr  Lund  Washing- 
ion's  accounts  against  me  (during  my  absence)  Two 
hundred  and  sixty  odd  pounds,  and  by  my  own  ac- 
count Fifty  odd  pounds  out  of  my  own  Pocket  to  you, 
besides  (if  I  am  rightly  informed)  every  thing  that 
has  been  raised  by  the  Crops  on  the  Plantation. 
Who  to  blame,  or  whether  any  body  is  to  blame  for 
these  things  I  know  not,  but  these  are  facts  ;  and  as 
the  purposes  for  which  I  took  the  Estate  are  not  an- 
swered, nor  likely  to  be  so,  but  dissatisfaction  on  all 
sides  have  taken  place,  I  do  not  mean  to  have  any 
thing  more  to  say  to  your  Plantation  or  negros  since 
the  first  of  January',  except  the  fellow  who  is  here, 
and  who  will  not,  as  he  has  formed  connections  in  this 
neighborhood,  leave  it.  As  experience  has  proved 
him,  I  will  hire.  Of  this  my  intention,  I  informed  my 
brother  John  sometime  ago,  whose  death  I  sincerely 
lament  on  many  accounts,  and  on  this  painful  event 
condole  with  you  most  sincerely.  I  do  not  mean  by 
this  declaration  to  withhold  any  aid  or  support  I  can 
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give  from  you  :  for  whilst  I  have  a  shilling  left,  youl 


shall  h: 


if 


dis- 


i  wanted,  whatever  my  own 
tresses  may  be.     What  I  shall  then  give,  I  shall  have 
credit  for ;  now  I  have  not,  for  tho'  I  have  received 
nothing  from  your  Quarter,  and  am  told  that  every^^f 
farthing  goes  to  you,   and  have  moreover  paid  be- " 
tween  3  and  4  hundred  pounds  besides  out  of  my 
own  pocket,  I  am  viewed  as  adelinquent,  and  consid- 
sidered   perhaps   by  the  world  as    [an]  unjust  and 
undutiful  son.     My  advice  to  you,  therefore,  is  to  do 
one  of  two  things  with  the  Plantation,      Hither  leC^d 
your  grandson  Bushrod  Washington,  to  whom  the™ 
land  is  given  by  his  Father,  have  the  whole  interest     ■ 
there,  that  is,  lands  and  negros.  at  a  reasonable  rent;H 
or,  next  year  (for  I  presume  it  is  too  late  this,  as  the 
overseer  may  be  engaged)  to  let  him  have  the  land 
at  a  certain  yearly  rent  during  your  life ;  and  hire 
out  the  negros.     This  would  ease  you  of  all  care  and 
trouble,  make  your  income  certain,  and  your  support 
ample.       Further,  my  sincere  and  pressing  advice  to 
you  is,  to  break  up  housekeeping,  hire  out  all  the  rest 
of  your  servants  except  a  man  and  a  maid,  and  live  j 
with  one  of  your  children.     This  would  relieve  you^^ 
entirely  from  the  cares  of  this  world,  and  leave  your 
mind  at  ease  to  reflect  undisturbedly  on  that  which 
ought  to  come.      On  this  subject  1   have  been  full 
with  my   Brother  John,  and  it  was  determined    he 
should  endeavor  to  get  you  to  live  with  him.     He 
alas  is  no  more,  and  three,  only  of  us  remain.     My 
house  is  at  your  service,  and  [IJ  would  press   you 
most  sincerely  and  most  devoutly  to  accept  it,  but  I 
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am  sure,  and  candor  requires  me  to  say,  it  will  never 
answer  your  purposes  in  any  shape  whatsoever.  For  in 
truth  it  may  be  compared  to  a  well  resorted  tavern, 
as  scarcely  any  strangers  who  are  going  from  north  to 
south,  or  from  south  to  north,  do  not  spend  a  day  or 
two  at  it  This  would,  were  you  to  be  an  inhabitant 
of  it,  oblige  you  to  do  one  of  3  things:  ist.  lobe 
always  dressing  to  appear  in  company  ;  2d,  to  come 
into  [the  roomj  in  a  dishabille,  or  3d,  to  be  as  it  were 
a  prisoner  in  your  own  chamber.  The  first  you'ld 
not  like;  indeed,  for  a  person  at  your  time  of  life  it 
would  be  too  fatiguing.  The  2d,  I  should  not  like, 
because  those  who  resort  here  are,  as  1  observed  be- 
fore, strangers  and  people  of  the  first  distinction.  And 
the  3d,  more  than  probably,  would  not  be  pleasing  to 
either  of  us.  Nor  indeed  could  you  be  retired  in  any 
room  in  my  house  ;  for  what  with  the  sitting  up  of 
company,  the  noise  and  bustle  of  servants,  and  many 
other  things,  you  would  not  be  able  to  enjoy  that 
calmness  and  serenity  of  mind,  which  in  my  opinion 
you  ought  now  to  prefer  to  every  other  consideration 
in  life.  If  you  incline  to  follow  this  advice,  the  House 
and  lots  on  which  you  now  live  you  may  rent,  and 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  money  arising  therefrom  as 
long  as  you  live.  This  with  the  rent  of  the  land  at 
the  Little  Falls,  and  the  hire  of  your  ncgros,  would 
bring  you  in  an  income  which  would  be  much  more 
than  sufficient  to  answer  all  your  wants  and  make 
ample  amends  to  the  child  you  live  with ;  for  myself  I 
should  desire  nothing ;  if  it  did  not,  I  would  most  cheer- 
fully contribute  more.  A  man,  a  maid,  the  phaeton  and 
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two  horses,  are  all  you  would  want.  To  lay  in  a  suf. 
ficiency  for  the  support  of  these  would  not  require  ^ 
of  your  Income,  the  rest  would  purchase  every  neces- 
sary you  could  possibly  want,  and  place  it  in  your 
power  to  be  serviceable  to  those  with  whom  you  may 
live,  which  no  doubt  would  be  agreeable  to  all  parties. 

There  are  such  powerful  reasons  in  my  mind  for 
g^iving  this  advice  that  I  cannot  help  urging  it  with 
degree  of  earnestness  which  ts  uncommon  for  me  t 
do.     It  is,  I  am  convinced,  the  only  means  by  which 
you  can  be  happy.     The  cares  of  a  family,  without 
any  body  to  assist  you  ;  the  charge  of  an  estate  the 
profits  of  which  depend  upon  wind,  weather,  a  good     , 
overseer,  an  honest  man,  and  a  thousand  other  cip<fl 
cumstances,  cannot  be  right  or  proper  at  your  ad-~ 
vanced  age,  and  for  me,  who  am  absolutely  prevented 
from   attending  to  my  own    plantations,  which 
almost  within  call  of  me,  to  attempt  the  care  of  youi 
would  be  folly  in  the  extreme;  but  [by]  the  mode 
have  pointed  out,  you  may  reduce  your  income  to 
certainty,  be  eased  of  all  trouble,  and  if  you  are  so' 
disposed,  may  be    perfectly  happy ;    for  happiness 
depends  more  upon  the  Internal  frame  of  a  person's 
own  mind,  than  on  the  externals  In  the  world.     0^| 
the   last,  if  you  will   pursue  the   plan  here   recom- 
mended,   1  am  sure  you  can  want  nothing  that  is 
essential.     The  other  depends  wholly  upon  yourself,     l 
for  the  riches  of  the  Indies  cannot  purchase  it.  fl 

Mrs.  Washington,  George  and  Fanny  join  me  in 
every  good  wish  for  you,  and  I  am,  honored  madarae, 
your  most  dutiful  and  alT.  son. 
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TO   THOMAS   STONE.' 

Mount  Vuhok,  16  Fcbrauy,  17S7. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo  came  duly  to  hand. 
To  give  an  opinion  in  a  cause  of  so  much  importance 
as  that,  which  has  warmly  agitated  two  branches  of 
)-our  legislature,  and  which,  from  the  appeal  that  is 
made,  is  likely  to  create  great  and  perhaps  dangerous 
divisions,  is  rather  a  delicate  matter  ;  but,  as  this  di- 
versity of  opinion  is  on  a  subject,  which  has.  I  believe, 
occupied  the  minds  of  most  men,  and  as  my  senti- 
ments thereon  have  been  fully  and  decidedly  ex- 
pressed long  before  the  Assembly  either  of  Marj^-land 
or  this  State  were  convened,  I  do  not  scruple  to 
declare,  that,  if  I  had  a  voice  in  your  legislature,  it 
would  have  been  given  decidedly  against  a  paper 
emission  upon  the  general  principles  of  its  utility  as  a 
representative,  and  the  necessity  of  it  as  a  medium.* 

'  Member  of  (be  Scttftte  of  Maryland. 

*  A  liw  had  be«n  proposed  in  the  legE&lalure  of  Marj-Iand,  wlitch  bad  posted 
the  HoQM  of  Delegates,  for  latiing  hills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  ihrer  hun- 
dred iikI  filly  IbcuMnd  pounds,  to  be  loaned  bj-  the  Stale  in  vjirion^  sums,  ihe 
whole  redeemable  in  ten  yeAr>,  and  drawing  iiitcMSt  al  ^w  per  cenl.,  payable 
■nnoally.  Tbe  Senate  uiianirooutly  refused  ihcii  bswti(  Io  this  proposition  | 
tad  the  dilferencea  between  the  two  bodies  rose  to  such  a  height  that  the  former 
molred  to  adjoum  for  two  monlbs,  and  refer  (he  iuhjeci  to  ihc  people.  This 
*u  deened  a  very  objectionable  course  by  the  Senate,  Inasmuch  as  it  wss  de- 
■coed  to  coerce  Ihem  to  act  a^insl  tlieir  judgment,  and  tlint  deprive  them 
of  the  freedom  and  iDdcpendeacc  which  it  was  a  specuil  object  of  ibe  coo8tita> 
ttoa  to  aecure  to  that  hranch  of  the  legiiiatnre. 

The  abjecftons  to  Ihis  paper  emission  did  not  rest  wholly  on  the  ground  of 
the  incopediency  ol  a  paper  currency  as  such,  but  were  derived  in  part  from  the 
pvcsliar  cJrctuDstancet  of  the  time.  It  was  necesKary  for  each  State  in  the 
OoofetSeracy  lO  pay  a  large  portion  of  the  annna)  requisitions  of  C'l^ngress  in 
ifwde,  by  which  alone  the  laree  demands  for  tlischarf^bf;  tlie  interest  of  the 
Ditianal  debt  could  be  answered.    This  specie  miui  be  collccied  from  tii« 


And  as  far  as  I  Tiave  been  able  to  understand  its 
advocates  (for  the  two  papers  you  sent  me  were  the 
same,  and  contained  no  reasons  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates for  the  local  want  of  it  in  your  State,  though  I 
have  seen  and  given  them  a  cursory  reading  elsewhere) 
I  should  have  been  very  little  less  opposed  to  it. 

To  assign  reasons  for  this  opinion  would  be  as  un-' 
necessary  as  tedious.  The  ground  has  been  so  often 
trod,  that  a  place  hardly  remains  untouched.  But  in 
a  word,  the  necessity  arising  from  a  want  of  specie  is 
represented  as  greater  than  it  really  is.  I  contend, 
that  it  is  by  the  substance,  not  with  the  shadow  of  a 
thing,  we  arc  to  be  benefitted.  The  wisdom  of  man, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  cannot  at  this  time  devise 
plan,  by  which  the  credit  of  paper  money  would  bft' 
long  supported  ;  consequently  depreciation  keeps  pace 
with  thequantityof  the  emission,  and  articles,  for  which 
it  is  exchanged,  rise  in  a  greater  ratio  than  the  sink- 
ing value  of  the  money.  Wherein,  then,  is  the  farmer, 
the  planter,  the  artisan  benefitted  ?    The  debtor  may 

people  hf  taxation,  an  end  which  would  be  nthcr  (nistnted  than  promoted  by 
>  tocil  paper  cunencf  l»ued  on  the  credit  of  an  iodividual  State,  especially  as 
the  country  »-3»  alrvudy  flooiJed  will)  paper  securitieK  that  had  been  rendend 
indisptnfabLc  darini;  the  war.  If  a  State  issued  paper,  it  could  be  duposed  of 
onlj'  by  !oan«  on  bonds  or  mortgngcft;  and  thin  paper  mnM  he  received  for 
taacs,  or  it  would  immediately  depreciate,  and  create  new  cnibarrasameots. 
Bot  if  a  State  ihould  take  iu  own  paper  for  taic«,  where  waa  the  apede  lo  be 
fooncl  (or  paying  its  qiiala  to  the  nalional  government?  Thin  paper  moo  Of 
must  neccuarity  b«  exchanged  for  ^ecie,  before  ii  conid  be  made  availaUe  for 
thai  obfect.  So  far  from  increasing  the  quantity  of  metallic  cnrrcncr,  ihc 
effect  of  a  nirplua^  o(  paper  would  be  to  diminiih  it ;  and  hence  the  State 
would  be  obliged  to  go  abroad  lo  procure  it,  for  the  purpose  al  liquidating  the 
clainu  of  Congreu,  Bn<l  to  obtain  il  through  a  diudrantagcout  negotiation  of 
ila  own  paper.    Such  wu  the  view  taken  by  the  opponents  to  tbt  mcature..^| 
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be,  because,  as  I  have  observed,  he  gives  the  shadow 
in  lieu  of  the  substance  ;  and,  in  proportion  to  his  gain, 
the  creditor  or  the  body  politic  suffer.  Whether  it  be 
a  legal  tender  or  not,  it  will,  as  hath  been  observed 
vcrj'  truly,  leave  no  alternative.  It  must  be  that  or 
nothing.  An  evil  equally  great  is.  the  door  it  imme- 
diately opens  for  speculation,  by  which  the  least 
designing,  and  perhaps  most  valuable,  part  of  the 
community  are  preyed  upon  by  the  more  knowing 
and  crafty  speculators. 

But,  contrary  to  my  intention  and  declaration,  I  am 
offering  reasons  in  support  of  my  opinion :  reasons 
too.  which  of  all  others  arc  least  pleasing  to  the  advo- 
cates for  paper  money.  !  shall  therefore  only  observe 
generally,  that  so  many  people  have  suffered  by 
former  emissions,  that,  like  a  burnt  child  who  dreads 
ihe  fire,  no  person  will  touch  it  who  can  possibly 
avoid  it  The  natural  consequence  of  which  will  be, 
that  the  specie,  which  remains  unexported,  will  be 
instantly  locked  up.  With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   COLONEL   DAVID    HUMPHREYS. 

MouKT  Vejinon,  8  M«Tdi,  1587. 


I 

Hut  dear  Humphreys. 

"    Colo.  Wadsworth.  as  I  informed  you  in  my  last, 

presented  me  your  obliging  favor  of  the  20th  of  Janu- 

ar)*and  the  Post  since  has  handed  me  the  subsequent 

one  of  the  i  ith  ulto. 

My  sentiments  respecting  the  inexpediency  of  my 

ending  the  proposed  convention  of  the  States  in 
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Philadelphia  remain  the  same  as  when  I  wrote  yoi 
last,  tho'  Congress  I   am  informed  arc  about  to  re- 
move one  of  the  objections  by  their  recommendation 
of  this  Convention.    I  am  still  indirectly  and  delicately 
pressed   by    many  to   attend   this   meeting ;    and  a 
thought  has  run  thro*  my  mind  of  late  attended  wit^H 
more  embarrassment   than  any  former   one.       It   i^^ 
whether  my  not  doing  it  will  not  be  considered  as 
an  implied  dereliction  to  Republicanism- — nay  more, 
whether  (however  injurious  the  imputation)  it  may 
not  be  ascribed  to  other  motives.     My  wish  is  1  con- 
fess to  see  this  Convention  tied  I  tried  ?]  ;  after  which, 
if  the  present  form  is  not  made  efficient,  conviction  of 
the  propriety  of  a  change  will  pervade  all  ranks,  and 
many  [may]  be  effected  by  peace.     Till  then,  how- 
ever necessary  it  may  appear  to  the  more  discerning,    1 
part  of  the  community,  my  opinion  is,  that  it  canno^| 
be  accomplished  without  great  contention  and  much 
confusion  for  reasons  too  obviousto  enumerate.     It  is 
one  of  the  evils,  perhaps  not  the  smallest,  of  dcmo-- 
cratical  governments  that  they  must  feel  before  chei 
will  see  or  act  under  this  view  of  matters,  and  n< 
doubting  but  you  have  heard  the  sentiments  of  man] 
respectable  characters  since  the  date  of  your  letter  of 
the  20th  of  January  on    this  subject,  and    perhaps 
since  the  business  has  been  moved  in  Congress  of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  my  attendance,  let  me 
pray  you,  my  dear  Sir.  to  give  me  con6dentially  the 
public  opinion  and  expectation  as  far  as  it  has  come 
to  your  knowledge  of  what  it  is  supposed,  I  will  or 
ought  to  do  on  this  occasion.     You  will  readily  see 
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the  necessity  of  my  receiving  it  soon,  if  it  is  to  have 
an  operation  contrary  to  the  former,  because  my  com- 
munications to  the  executive  of  this  State  are  not 
considered  as  definitive,  I  must  make  these  so 
lortly.     ♦     *    •' 

'  A  letter  of  timiUf  import,  witlten  lo  Knox,  is  prinreri  in  SpBrlci. 
la  u  varly  letter  Genera)  KnosWI  Kpokcn  wmcwhat  doabtingly  i  butaftcr 
Cwgms  had  unctiontd  che  ineeiing  o(  a  cont^ention,  ■.()(]  recommended  It  to 
ibc  States,  hU  Empretstoni  teem  (v  have  become  decided.  "  Vou  will  h»vc 
e^wryul."  und  be,  '*  that  Con^rc&s  tita  passed  an  aci  approTing  the  idea  of  a 
eeomiilon,  so  worded  a*  in  include  all  nppoinlTnenis  olrcadj  made.  Thin 
drouittance  will  remove  all  objections  to  the  convetitjan  on  account  u(  its 
Icplity." — Febniary  37th.  In  reply  to  the  above  letter  he  spoke  more  fully 
•id  nore  directly  lo  the  point  : 

"  As  yoB  have  thought  proper,  my  deai  Sir.  to  requevi  my  opinion  retpectiiig 
j^r  atlcadancc  al  the  convention,  I  Khnll  give  it  with  the  uimosi  sincerity  and 
(nakseai.  I  ioiaeinc  that  your  own  !>acis.(aciion,  or  chagrin,  and  Ihai  of  your 
Uadii.  vill  depend  entirely  on  the  retult  of  the  convention.  Kor  I  take  it  for 
{nated,  that,  however  relaciAnily  you  may  acquieuc,  you  will  be  constrained 
lOUcept  of  the  prc^dent'ii  chair.  Hence  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
*3I  norr  immediately  be  appropriateil  lo  you  than  Co  any  other  penan.  Were 
ihrconyenlion  to  propoM  only  amcndineiits  and  patchwork  lo  llie  pretvril  d«- 
ttciive  confederation,  your  reputation  would  in  a  degree  niffer.  But,  were  an 
•aerptic  and  jodJcioBt  system  to  he  proposed  with  your  ugnaturc,  it  would  be 
I  dKuBtstance  highly  honorable  to  your  lame,  in  the  judgment  of  the  present 
and  future  ago;  and  doably  entitle  you  to  the  glorious  republican  cpilhet, 
^kt  Ftlhfr  of  jraur  Ctmmiry. 

'  But,  the  men  generally  chosen  being  of  the  Ant  information,  great  reliance 
'  Buy  be  placed  on  the  wisdom  and  vigor  of  their  counseh  and  Judt;ment.  and 
i^erefoce  the  balance  of  my  opinion  prcpoaderates  grently  in  favor  of  your 
Mndatice.  I  am  permaded,  that  your  name  has  had  already  pfii  inHucnce 
U  bwlBce  the  States  to  come  into  the  measure,  that  your  attetidtnce  will  be 
pttefel.  that  your  presence  would  confer  on  the  assembly  a  nalinnal  com- 
pkiioa,  and  that  it  would  more  (ban  any  other  ctrcuinsiance  iiiduci:  a  com* 
pliance  with  the  propoaition*  of  the  convention." — March  19th, 

The  following  are  extrucu  from  letters  wriltcD  by  Colonel  Humphreys  on 
the  (ame  tubjeci. 

**  I  nay  then  wiib  juitlce  assert,  that,  so  far  from  having  seen  any  reason  to 
change  my  opinion  respecting  the  inexpediency  of  your  attending  the  conven- 
ti«i  in  May  not,  additional  arguments  have  occurred  to  confirm  me  in  the 
seaCimeBt.     What  chance  b  there  Ihcn,  that  entire  unanimity  will  prevail? 
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TO   JOHN  JAY. 

Mount  Velhoh.  10  Htrch.  17B7. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  stand  indebted  to  you  for  two  letters.     The  first, 
introductory  of  Mr.  Anstcy.  needed  no  apology,  nor 
will  any  be  necessary  on    future   similar  occasions. 
The  other  of  the  17th  of  January  is  on  a  verj'  inte^_ 
esting  subject  deserving  very  particular  attention.     ^ 

How  far  the  revision  of  the  federal  system,  and 
giving  more  adequate  powers  to  Congress  may  be 
productive  of  an  efficient  government,  I  will  not 
under  my  present  view  of  the  matter,  presume  t( 
decide. — That  many  inconveniences  result  from  tl 


^ 


Sfatntld  thb  be  the  (act,  however,  would  not  t1)«  i«v«r«1  memben  u  It  ver* 
pledge  themselves  for  chc  viecution  of  their  spteni?  And  would  not  tbii 
inevitably  bitmch  you  again  on  a  sea  of  politics?  As  you  justly  Ql«scrrc, 
malign,  must  probably  );row  worse  before  Ihey  will  be  better.  Since  I  bad 
the  honor  ot  addfcsninK  you  last  on  thb  lubiccl,  I  have  been  in  the  way  of 
hearing  the  speculations  of  many  different  chamclen  on  the  proposed  couven- 
tion.  and  their  conjectufes  on  thr  part  yon  would  act  in  consequence  of  your 
appointment  to  It.  I  have  heard  few  exprcM  any  tancuine  expectations  con- 
cerning the  succetsftil  issue  of  the  meeting,  and  I  t>iink  not  one  hat  judged  it 
eligible  for  yon  to  attend,  tn  this  pan  of  the  Union,  your  nol  attending  will 
not  be  considered  either  by  the  federal  or  anti. federal  party  as  a  dereliction  of 
republicanism.  The  former  believe  it  unimportant,  or  pcrhapt  injuriout  to 
the  nations]  interests,  fat  you  to  come  forward  at  present  ;  the  latter  look  upon 
the  convention  as  rather  Intended  la  xubvert  than  Kup[>ur<  republicaoiam,  and 
will  readily  eximie  your  non-attendance." — New  Haven,  March  34th, 

Again;  "1  mentioned  in  my  \*s\  that  I  bad  not  conversed  with  a  single 
character  of  consideration,  who  judged  it  proper  for  you  Co  ailend  the  conven- 
tion. I  have  now  seen  several,  who  think  it  highly  interesting  that  jron  ihoidd 
be  there.  GouTcmcur  Morris  and  some  others  have  wished  me  lo  use  wbat- 
evcr  influence  1  might  have  to  induce  you  locome.  I  could  not  have  promised 
this  withaul  couTiteracling  my  own  judgment.  I  wiU  not,  however,  becitate  to 
s-ty,  that  1  do  not  mnceive  your  attendance  can  ha^.-ird  such  personal  ill  coo> 
lequeEitei,  as  were  to  be  apprehended  Jjcfore  ihe  proposed  meelii^  bad 
legitimated  by  the  sanction  of  Congress. " — Fairfield,  April  9th. 
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present  form,  none  can  deny.  Those  enumerated  in 
your  letter  arc  so  obvious  and  sensibly  felt  that  no 
logic  can  controvert,  nor  is  it  likely  that  any  change 
of  conduct  will  remove  them,  and  that  attempts  to 
aher  or  amend  it  will  be  like  the  proppings  of  a  house 
which  is  ready  to  fall,  and  which  no  shoars  can  sup- 
port (as  many  seem  to  think)  may  also  be  true.  But. 
is  the  public  mind  matured  for  such  an  important 
change  as  the  one  you  have  suggested  ?  What  would 
be  the  consequences  of  a  premature  attempt  ?  My 
opinion  is,  that  this  Country  must  yet  feel  and  see 

^more,  before  it  can  be  accomplished. 

^P  A  thirst  for  power,  and  the  bantling,  I  had  liked  to 
have  said  monster  for  sovereignty,  which  have  taken 
such  fast  hold  of  the  States  individually,  will  when 
joined  by  the  many  whose  personal  consequence  in 
the  control  of  State  politics  will  in  a  manner  be 
annihilated,  form  a  strong  phalanx  against  it ;  and 
when  to  these  the  few  who  can  hold  posts  of  lionor  or 
profit  in  the  national  government,  are  compared  with 
the  many  who  will  sec  but  little  prospect  of  being 
noticed,  and  the  discontent  of  others  who  may  look 
for  appointments,  the  opposition  will  be  altogether 
irrcsistable  till  the  mass,  as  well  as  the  more  discern- 
ing part  of  the  Community  shall  see  the  necessity. 
Among  men  of  reflection,  few  will  be  found  1  believe, 
who  are  not  beginning  to  think  that  our  system  is 
more  perfect  in  theory  than  in  practice  ;  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  boasted  virtue  of  America  Jt 
is  more  than  probable  we  shall  exhibit  the  last  melan- 
choly proof,  that  mankind  are  not  competent  to  their 
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own  government  without  the  means  of  coercion  in  the 
sovereign.  h 

Yet  I   would    fain    try   what   the   wisdom    of   th^^ 
proposed  convention  will  suggest :  and  what  can  be 
effected  by  their  councils.     It  may  be  the  last  peace- 
able mode  of  essaying  the  practicability  of  the  present 
form,  without  a  greater  lapse  of  time  than  the  exi- 
gency of  our  affairs  will  allow.     In  strict  propriety  a    , 
convention  so  holden  may  not  be  legal.     Congresj^^ 
however,  may  give  it  a  coloring  by  recommendation" 
which  would  fit  it  more  to  the  taste  without  proceed- 
ing to  a  definiiion  of   the  powers.     This,  howeve^^ 
constitutionally  it  might  be  done,  would  not,  in  nt^f 
opinion,  be  expedient:  for  delicacy  on  the  one  hand, 
and  jealousy  on  the  other,  would  produce  a  mere 
nihil.  ^ 

My  name  is  in  the  delegation  to  this  Conventional 
but  it  was  put  there  contrary  to  my  desire,  and  remains 
contrar)'  to  my  request.  Several  reasons  at  the  time 
of  this  appointment  and  which  yet  exist,  conspired  to 
make  an  attendance  inconvenient,  perhaps  improper, 
tho'  a  good  deal  urged  to  11  With  sentiments  of  great 
regard  and  friendship,  &c. 

P,  S.     Since  writing  this  letter  I   have  seen  tl 
resolution  of  Congress  recommendatory  of  the  Con" 
vention  to  be  holden  in  Philadelphia  the  2d  Monday. 
in  May.*  fl| 

*  .  .  .  "  However  deniroiu  I  un,  and  alwkj^t  ihall  be,  lo  comply  with  Miy 
commands  of  my  Country,  [  do  not  coacdve  tlial  1  cfln  atlvad  the  prapoted 
Conveiiiion  to  be  boldcn  in  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  with  any  degree  of 
coRStKlCDl  conduct.  For  betides  ibe  dcclnration  which  I  made  it)  &  itrj  Mieina 
manner  when  I  wu  about  lo  retire,  of  bidding  adieu  to  all  public  emplc 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

Mount  Vmnon,  23  Hatch,  17S7. 


i 

^Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Ever  since  the  disorders  in  your  State  began  to 
grow  serious  I  have  been  peculiarly  anxious  to  hear 
from  that  quarter;  General  Knox  has  from  time  to 
time  transmitted  to  me  the  state  of  affairs  as  they 
came  to  his  hands;  but  nothing  has  given  such  full 
and  satisfactory  information  as  the  particular  detail 
of  events  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  favor  me 
with,  and  for  which  you  will  please  to  accept  my 
warmest  and  most  grateful  acknowledgments.  Permit 
mc  also,  my  dear  Sir,  to  offer  you  my  sinceresc 
congratulations  upon  your  success.  The  suppression 
of  those  tumults  and  insurrections  with  so  tittle  blood* 
shed,  is  an  event  as  happy  as  it  was  unexpected ;  it 
must  have  been  peculiarly  agreeable  to  you,  being 
placed  in  so  delicate  and  critical  a  situation.  I  am 
extremely  happy  to  find  that  your  sentiments  upon 
the  disfranchising  act  are  such  as  they  are  ;  upon  my 
first  seeing  it,  I  formed  an  opinion  perfectly  coin- 
rident  with  yours,  vizt..  that  measures  more  generally 
Icolent  might  have  produced  equally  asgood  an  effect 
without  entirely  alienating  the  affections  of  the  peo* 

I  had  jnii  before  my  sppoinlmenl  u  a  del^ale  to  this  convention  wrillcn  nnd 
daintcbed  circular  IcKCn  lo  (he  sevcnl  SUIc  Societies  of  tbe  Cincinnati, 
nJonaing  ihcm  of  my  iolenlion  not  to  atteod  t]ie  gcncn)  meeting.^which  was 
to  take  place  about  the  wune  time  and  at  the  aame  place  and  a»u|[ne<J  reasons 
*hi(li  apply  •*  forcibly  in  the  odc  case  at  the  other.  To  attend  the  Convention 
tBderthe«c  circomalancev  might  be  c-<jiwtrued  dt>rc!.f>ect  to  a  worthier  set  of 
nca  f«(  wbiMC  attachment  and  support  on  tasMy  trying  occasions,  [  shall  erer 
pBt  the  higbeat  gniiludc  and  afEcctJon." — tVajhtifftau  la  AfaJuau.  ts  March, 
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pie  from  the  government ;  as  it  now  stands,  it  affects 
a  large  body  of  men.  some  of  them,  perhaps,  it 
deprives  of  the  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood ;  the 
friends  and  connections  of  those  people  will  feel 
themselves  wounded  in  a  degree,  and  I  think  it  wi 
rob  the  State  of  a  number  of  its  inhabitants,  if 
produces  nothing  more.     *     *     * 


TO   EDMUND   RANDOLPH,  GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINIA. 

Mot-irr  Vekmon,  a8  Muxrh,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  i  ith  did  not  come  to  my  hand  til 
the  24th,  and  since  then  till  now  I  have  been  toe 
much  indisposed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it.' 

To  what  cause  to  ascribe  the  detention  of  the  lett( 
I  know  not  as  I  never  omit  sending  once  and  oft( 
twice  a  week  to  the  post  office  in  Alexandria,     it  was" 
the  decided  intention  of  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  your  Excellency  the  21st  of  December  h 
to  inform  you,  that  it  was  not  convenient  for  me 
attend    the   convention   proposed    to  be   holden 
Philadelphia  in    May    next ;   and  I  had  entertainc 
hopes,   that   another   had  been,  or  soon  would 


rof 

'I 

ine^ 


'  From  Gpvtmcr  Sam4»^k't  LitUr. — "  I  moai  olU  npon  jronr  friendihip 

«scu*c  me  tttr  again  mentioning  the  cnnv«nlion  nt  I*hi]adclphi&.  Youi  deter* 
mination  having  been  lixrd  on  ii  Ihorough  review  of  your  liiufttioti,  1  feel  like 
an  intruder  when  I  again  htnt  a  wish,  Ibnt  jrou  would  join  ch«  deleealion.  But 
every  i\ay  t>nng«  forth  kohic  new  criiis,  ftud  the  cgnfcdcimtiQn  is,  1  fear,  the  )u( 
anchor  oT  out  liD^je.  Cotigrei»  have  laken  up  the  subject,  and  appoinled  ihe 
second  Monday  in  Mny  ncut,  as  the  day  of  mccitng.  Indeed,  fron  my  private 
COT  responds  nee,  [  doubt  whether  the  existence  of  that  body,  even  ihtougb 
this  year,  may  not  he  questionable  under  our  present  circumstaiKCs."^) 
mond,  Match  lith. 


appointed  in  my  place,  inasmuch  as  It  is  not  only 
inconvenient  for  me  to  leave  home,  but  because  there 
will  be,  I  apprehend,  too  much  cause  to  arraign  my 
conduct  with  inconsistency  in  again  appearing  on  a 
public  theatre,  after  a  public  declaration  to  the  con- 
trary, and  because  it  will,  1  fear,  have  a  tendency  to 
sweep  me  back  into  the  tide  of  public  affairs,  when 
retirement  and  ease  is  so  essentially  necessary  for  and 
is  so  much  desired  by  me. 

However,  as  my  friends,  with  a  degree  of  solicitude 
which  is  unusual,  seem  to  wish  for  my  attendance  on 
this  occasion,  I  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  go,  if  my 
health  will  permit,  provided  from  the  lapse  of  time 
between  the  date  of  your  Excellency's  letter  and  this 
reply  the  executive  may  not  (the  reverse  of  which 
would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me)  have  turned  their 
thoughts  to  some  other  character ;  for,  independently 
of  all  other  considerations,  1  have  of  late  been  so  much 
afflicted  with  a  rheumatic  complaint  in  my  shoulder 
chat  at  times  I  am  hardly  able  to  raise  my  hand  to 
fny  head,  or  turn  myself  in  bed.  This  consequently 
might  prevent  my  attendance,  and  eventually  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  State,  which  would  afflict  me  more 
sensibly  than  the  disorder  that  occasioned  it. 

If.  after  the  expression  of  these  sentiments,  the 
executive  should  consider  me  as  one  of  the  delegates, 
I  would  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  earliest  advice 
of  it ;  because,  if  I  am  able  and  should  go  to  Phila- 
delphia, I  shall  have  some  previous  arrangement  to 
make,  and  would  set  off  for  that  place  the  ist  or  2d 
of  May,  that  I  might  be  there  in  time  to  account 
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personally  for  my  conduct  to  the  general  meeting  o\ 
the  Cincinnati,  which  is  to  convene  the  first  Monday 
of  that  month.     My  feelings  would  be  much  hurt,  if 
that  body  should  otherwise  ascribe  my  attending  thefl 
one  and  not  the  other  occasion  to  a  disrespectful 
inattention  to  the  Society,  when  the  fact  is,  that  I 
shall   ever   retain   the   most   lively  and   af!^ectionat^_ 
regard  for  the  members  of  which  it  is  composed,  ofli| 
account  of  their  attachment  to  me  and  uniform  support 
upon  many  trying  occasions,  as  well  as  on  account  (^H 
their  public  virtues,  patriotism,  and  sufferings.  ™ 

I  hope  your  Kxcdlcncy  will  be  found  among  the 
a/Z^-wrf/Vi^  delegates.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed 
who  the  others  are  ;  and  cannot  conclude  without 
once  more  and  in  emphatical  terms  praying,  that,  if 
there  is  not  a  decided  representation  '\xv  prospect  with- 
out me,  another  may  be  chosen  in  my  room  without 
ceremony  and  without  delay,  for  the  reason  already 
assigned.  For  it  would  be  unfortunate,  indeed,  if  the' 
State,  which  was  the  mover  of  this  convention,  should 
be  unrepresented  in  it.  With  great  respect,  1  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant. 


TO    JAMES    MADISOX,    IN    CONGRESS.' 

Mooin-  Vkknon,  31  Mard,  1787. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

At  the  same  time  that  I  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  obliging  favor  of  the  21st  ultimo  from  New 
York,  I  promise  to  avail  myself  of  your  indulgence 

■  Mr.  MxdisoB  had  taken  hia  icat  in  CoDfress  u  *  delegBte  fnoi  Vii^u  «■_ 
the  tsth  of  Febniatj, 
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to  write  only  when  it  is  convenient  to  me.  If  this 
should  not  occasion  a  relaxation  on  your  part,  I  shall 
become  very  much  your  debtor,  and  possibly,  like 
others  in  similar  circumstances,  (when  the  debt  is  bur- 
thensome.)  may  feel  a  disposition  to  apply  the  sponge, 
or,  what  is  nearly  akin  to  it,  pay  you  off  in  depreci- 
ated paper,  which,  being  a  legal  tender,  or,  what  is 
tantamount,  being  that  or  nothing,  you  cannot  refuse. 
You  will  receive  the  nominal  value,  and  that  you 
know  quiets  the  conscience,  and  makes  all  things  easy 
with  the  debtor. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  Congress  have  recommended 
to  the  States  to  appear  in  the  convention  proposed 
to  be  holden  in  Philadelphia  next  May.  I  think  the 
reasons  In  favor  have  the  preponderancy  over  those 
against  it.  It  is  idle  in  my  opinion  to  suppose  that 
the  Sovereign  can  be  insensible  to  the  inadequacy  of 
the  powers  under  which  they  act,  and  that,  seeing  it, 
they  should  not  recommend  a  revision  of  the  federal 
system  ;  especially  when  it  is  considered  by  many  as 
the  only  constitutional  mode  by  which  the  defects  can 
be  remedied.  Had  Congress  proceeded  to  a  delinea- 
tion of  the  powers,  it  might  have  sounded  an  alarm  ; 
but,  as  the  case  is,  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  will  have 
that  eflfect.' 

From  the  acknowledged  abilities  of  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  having 

*  The  commiuioneit,  who  had  met  at  Annapolis  in  Seplcmber,  1786,  tent  a 
^httcr  to  Coflcraa,  accompanied  by  ibcir  addms  to  tb«  seTcral  Slates,  propoi- 
lag  %  eoDventioD  at  Philadclpliia  011  the  second  Monday  of  May,  These 
P«p<3i  were  taken  up  by  Coii)^cu.  and  referred  10  a  commitlce,  conaistinj;  of 
one  oieRiber  from  each  Slate,  wlio  rcporled  in  favor  of  recommending  to  the 
levecal  legiaJaturea  to  •cod  delegalcn. 


ably  investigated  the  infractions  of  the  treaty  on  both 
sides.  Much  is  it  to  be  regretted,  however,  that 
there  should  have  been  any  on  ours.  We  seem  to 
have  forgot,  or  never  to  have  learnt,  the  policy  of 
placing  one's  enemy  in  the  wrong.  Had  we  observe^H 
good  faith  on  our  part,  we  might  have  told  our  talc  to" 
the  world  withagoodgrace,  but  complaints  illy  become 
those  who  are  found  to  be  the  first  aggressors.  f 

1  am  fully  of  opinion  that  those,  who  lean  to  a 
monarchical  government,  have  either  not  consulted 
the  public  mind,  or  that  they  live  in  a  region,  which 
(the  levelling  principles  in  which  they  were  bred  being 
entirely  eradicated)  is  much  more  productive  of  monar-fl 
chtcal  ideas,  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  southern 
States,  where,  from  the  habitual  distinctions  which 
have  always  existed  among  the  people,  one  would 
have  expected  the  first  generation  and  the  most  rapid 
growth  of  them.  I  am  also  clear,  that,  even  ad- 
mitting the  utility,  nay,  necessity  of  the  form,  yet 
that  the  period  is  not  arrived  for  adopting  the  change 
without  shaking  the  peace  of  this  country  to  its 
foundation.  That  a  thorough  reform  of  the  present 
system  is  indispensable,  none,  who  have  capacities 
to  judge,  will  deny  ;  and  with  hand  [and  heart]  I  hope 
the  business  will  be  essayed  in  a  full  convention., 
After  which,  if  more  powers  and  more  decision  U 
not  found  in  the  existing  form,  if  it  still  wants  energy] 
and  that  secrecy  and  despatch  (either  from  the  non- 
attendance  or  the  local  views  of  its  members),  which 
is  characteristic  of  good  government,  and  if  it  shall 
be  found  (the  contrary  of  which,  however,   I   hav« 


always  been  more  afraid  of  than  of  the  abuse  of  them), 
that  Congress  wili,  upon  a!I  proper  occasions,  exert 
the  powers  which  are  given,  with  a  firm  and  steady 
hand,  instead  of  frittering  them  back  to  the  States, 
where  the  members,  in  place  of  viewing  themselves 
in  their  national  character,  are  too  apt  to  be  looking, 
— I  say.  after  this  essay  is  made,  if  the  system  proves 
inefficient,  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  change 
will  be  disseminated  among  all  classes  of  the  people. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  in  my  opinion,  can  it  be  at- 
tempted without  involving  all  the  evils  of  civil  discord. 
1  confess,  however,  that  my  opinion  of  public  virtue 
is  so  far  changed,  that  I  have  my  doubts  whether 
any  system,  without  the  means  of  coercion  in  the 
sovereign,  will  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  a  general  government  ;  without  which  every 
thing  else  fails.  Laws  or  ordinances  unobserved,  or 
partially  attended  to,  had  better  never  have  been 
made ;  because  the  first  is  a  mere  nihil,  and  the 
second  is  productive  of  much  jealousy  and  discon- 
tent. But  what  kind  of  coercion,  you  may  ask.  This 
indeed  will  require  thought,  though  the  non-compli- 
ance of  the  States  with  the  late  requisition  is  an 
evidence  of  the  necessity.  It  is  somewhat  singular 
that  a  State  (New  York),  which  used  to  be  foremost 
in  all  federal  measures,  should  now  turn  her  face 
against  them  in  almost  every  instance. 
I  !  fear  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  good  policy  in  its  disfranchisements.  Pun- 
ishment is  certainly  due  to  the  disturbers  of  a  govern- 
ment, but  the  operation  of  this  act  is  too  extensive. 


It  embraces  too  much,  and  probably  will  give  birth 
to  new  instead  of  destroying  the  old  leaven.  Some 
acts  passed  at  the  last  session  of  our  Assembly, 
respecting  the  trade  of  this  country,  have  given  great 
and  general  discontent  to  the  merchants.  An  appli- 
cation from  the  whole  body  of  them  at  Norfolk  to 
the  governor  has  been  made,  it  is  said,  to  convene 
the  Assembly. 


I  had  written  thus  far.  and  was  at  the  point  of  tell- 
ing you  how  much  1  am  your  obliged  servant,  when 
your  favor  of  the  iSth  ultimo  calls  upon  me  for  addi- 
tional acknowledgments.  1  thank  you  for  the  Indian 
vocabulary,  which  I  dare  say  will  be  very  acceptable 
in  a  general  comparison.  Having  taken  a  copy,  Ij 
return  you  the  original  with  thanks. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear,  that  there  is 
probability  of  a  full  representation  of  the  States  in 
convention ;  but  if  the  delegates  come  to  it  under 
fetters,  the  salutary  ends  proposed  will  in  my  opinion 
be  greatly  embarrassed  and  retarded,  if  not  altogether 
defeated.  1  am  desirous  of  knowing  how  this  matter 
h,  as  my  wish  is  that  the  convention  may  adopt  no 
temporizing  expedients,  but  probe  the  defects  of  the 
constitution  to  the  bottom,  and  provide  a  radical 
cure,  whether  they  are  agreed  to  or  not.  A  conduct 
of  this  kind  will  stamp  wisdom  and  dignity  on  their 
proceedings,  and  hold  up  a  light  which  sooner  oi 
later  will  have  its  influence.' 

'  "  It  givCT  me  pleunrc  to  fiod  by  yoar  letter,  th«  there  will  be  m>  (bII  i 
representAtion  rroia  Ihis  St4l«.  H  the  case  tud  been  otherwise,  I  would  in 
emphaticsl  lermi  b&ve  urged  cgain  that,  rmtber  than  depend  upon  107  going. 
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!  should  feel  pleasure,  I  confess,  in  hearing  that 
Vermont  is  received  into  the  Union  upon  terms 
agreeable  to  all  parties.  I  took  the  liberty  years  ago 
to  tell  some  of  the  first  characters  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  that  sooner  or  later  it  would  come  to 
ihis;  that  the  longer  it  was  delayed,  the  terms  on 
their  part  would  probably  be  more  difficult ;  and  that 
ihe  general  interest  was  suffering  by  the  suspense  in 
which  the  business  was  held,  as  the  asylum  which 
it  afforded  was  a  constant  drain  from  the  army,  in 
place  of  an  aid  which  it  would  have  afforded  ;  and 
lastly,  considering  the  proximity  of  it  to  Canada,  if 
ihey  were  not  with  us,  they  might  become  a  sore 
ihom  in  our  side,  which  I  verily  believe  would  have 
been  the  case  if  the  war  had  continued.  The  western 
settlements,  without  good  and  wise  management,  may 
be  equally  troublesome. 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  friendship,  I  am  &c. 

uoUer  might  b«  cboaen  ia  mj  place :  for.  as  a  friend  and  in  confidence,  I  de> 
cUrt  |p  you,  that  my  Awent  is  given  cnntrary  to  my  judgmenl ;  becauM  che  Mt 
Till,  I  Bppnhenti,  be  considered  at  incontitlcnl  with  my  public  declaralion, 
UhvTcd  in  ■  Kilcaui  manner  at  an  intemling  era  of  m-$  life,  ncrer  more  to 
Mtiauddle  in  pabtk  maltcra,  Thi*  declanlion  not  only  slandu  on  the  file*  of 
C«|faB,  b«l  Is  I  believe  Tcsistcied  in  almost  all  the  gaiettes  and  magaiincs 
Au  ue  pvblbhed  :  and  what  adds  to  the  embarraumeni  is,  I  had,  previous  lo 
ny  tppoinuncnt,  iofomied  by  a  circular  letter  the  scvcnl  State  Societies  of  the 
QnaaAsii  ol  my  intention  to  decline  the  prcf-ideney  of  that  onJer,  and  excused 
■pelf  from  attending  the  next  gcncial  meeting  at  ChiUdelphia  on  the  first 
Moaday  in  May  ;  auigiiinc  tcanoiik  for  nu  doing,  which  apply  at  well  in  lb« 
ne  cate  aa  in  the  other.  Aild  to  thcie,  I  very  much  fear  that  oil  the  Statca 
•in  DM  appear  in  convention,  and  that  &ome  ol  them  vill  come  fettered  mj  as 

^UtDpcdc  raib«r  than  accelerate  the  great  object  of  their  convening  ;  which, 

■der  the  peculiar  circnmuances  of  my  case,  would  place  mc  in  a  more  disar 

shlc  lituatiott  llun  any  other  member  would  stand  in.     Ai  I  have  yielded, 

Its,  to  what  appeared  to  be  the  catnett  vrishex  of  my  friends,  I  will  hope 

'  tv  ^\>aX."-'Waskimgt^  to  Edmnnd  Randolph,  9  AprU,  1787. 
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TO    HENRY    KNOX. 


Mount  VEkNOH.  a  April,  1787. 


Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

The  early  attention,  which  you  were  so  obliging  as 
to  pay  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  is  highly  pleas- 
ing and  flattering.  Were  you  to  continue  to  give 
me  information  on  the  same  point,  you  would  add  to 
the  favor ;  as  I  see  or  think  I  see  reasons  for  and 
against  my  attendance  in  convention  so  near  aH 
equilibrium,  as  will  cause  me  to  determine  upon 
either  with  diffidence.  One  of  the  reasons  against  it 
is  a  fear,  that  all  the  States  will  not  be  represented. 
As  some  of  them  appear  to  have  been  unwillingly 
drawn  into  the  measure,  their  delegates  will  come 
with  such  fetters  as  will  embarrass  and  perhaps  ren- 
der nugalor>'  the  whole  proceeding.  In  either  of 
these  circumstances,  that  is,  a  partial  representation 
or  cramped  powers,  I  should  not  like  to  be  a  sharer 
in  the  business.  If  the  delegates  assemble  with  such 
powers,  as  will  enable  the  convention  to  probe  the 
defects  of  the  constitution  to  the  bottom,  and  point 
out  radical  cures,  it  would  be  an  honorable  emplojif 
mcnt ;  but  not  otherwise.  These  are  matters  you 
may  possibly  come  at  by  means  of  your  acquaintance 
with  the  delegates  in  Congress,  who  undoubtedly 
know  what  powers  are  given  by  their  respective 
States.  You  also  can  inform  me  what  is  the  prevail- 
ing opinion,  with  respect  to  my  attendance  or  non- 
attendance  ;  and  I  would  sincerely  thank  you  for  the 
confidential  communication  of  it 

If  I   should  attend  the  convention,  I  will  be  in 
Philadelphia  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Cincin- 
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rati,  where  T  shall  hope  and  expect  to  meet  you  and 
some  others  of  ray  particular  friends  the  day  before, 
in  order  that  I  may  have  a  free  and  unreserved  con- 
ference with  you  on  the  subject  of  It ;  for,  I  assure 
you.  this  is  in  my  estimation  a  business  of  a  delicate 
nature. 

That  the  design  of  the  institution  was  pure,  I  have 
not  a  particle  of  doubt ;  that  it  may  be  so  still,  is 
perhaps  equally  unquestionable  But  is  not  the 
subsiding  of  the  jealousies  respecting  it  to  be 
aKribed  to  the  modifications,  which  took  place  at 
the  last  general  meeting  ?  Are  not  these  rejected 
u!  Mo  by  some  of  the  State  Societies,  and  partially 
acceded  to  by  others?  Has  any  State  so  far  over- 
come its  prejudices  as  to  grant  a  charter  ?  Will  the 
modifications  and  alterations  be  insisted  on  in  the 
next  meeting,  or  given  up  ?  If  the  first,  will  it  not 
occasion  warmth  and  divisions?  If  the  latter,  and  I 
should  remain  at  the  head  of  this  order,  in  what 
light  would  my  signature  appear  In  recommendations 
having  different  tendencies  ?  In  what  light  will  this 
versatility  appear  to  the  foreign  members,  who  per- 
haps are  acting  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  ? 
L  These,  and  other  matters  which  may  be  agitated, 
'  will.  1  fear,  place  me  in  a  disagreeable  situation,  if  I 
should  attend  the  meeting ;  and  were  among  the 
causes,  which  induced  me  to  decline  previously  the 
honor  of  the  presidency.  Indeed  my  health  is  be- 
come very  precarious.  K  rheumatic  complaint  which 
has  followed  me  more  than  six  months,  is  frequently 
so  bad  that  it  is  sometimes  with  difficulty  I  can  raise 
my  hand  to  my  head  or  turn  myself  in  bed.     This. 
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however  smooth  and  agreeable  other  matters  might^l 
be,  might,  almost  in  the  moment  of  my  departure, 
prevent  my  attendance  on  cither  occasion.  I  will  not  . 
at  present  touch  upon  any  other  points  of  your  letter,^^^ 
but  will  wish  you  to  ponder  on  all  these  matters,  and  " 
write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  can. 

With  sentiments  of  the  sincerest  friendship,  1  am 
your  most  affectionate,  &c. 


TO   HENRV     KNOX. 

Hoorrr  VnKOM,  »7  April,  1787. 

My  dear  Sir, 

After  every  consideration  my  judgment  was  abh 
to  give  the  subject.  I  had  determined  to  yield  to  the 
wishes  of  many  of  my  friends  who  seemed  anxious 
for  my  attending  the  Convention  which  is  proposed^ 
to  be  holdcn  in  Philadelphia  the  2d  Monday  of  May,  ™ 
and  though  so  much  afflicted  with  a  Rheumatick  com- 
plaint (of  which  I  have  not  been  entirely  free  for  six 
months)  as  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  carrying  my 
arm  in  a  sling  for  the  last  ten  days,  1  had  fixed  on 
Monday  next  for  my  departure,  and  had  made  every 
necessary  arrangement  for  the  purpose  when  (within 
this  hour)  [  am  called  by  an  express,  who  assures  roe 
not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost,  to  see  a  mother  and  only 
sister  (who  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of 
death)  expire ' ;   and   1   am   hastening  to  obey   this 

'  W\%  Diary  iXiXKi  that  he  recuHved  the  call  between  foui  and  five  o'clock 
In  the  afienioon  o(  the  36th.  He  tct  out  ihc  nni  mining  about  five 
o'clodc,  ba,it«d  bI  Dmnfries.  and  reached  Fredericksburg  before  two  o'clock, 
finding  the  two  palicnu  better  than  had  been  r^ortcd.  He  set  out  on  his 
return  on  the  morning  of  die  jotb. 
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melancholy  call  after  having  just  buried  a  Brother 
who  was  the  intimate  companion  of  my  youth,  and 
the  friend  of  my  ripened  age. '  This  journey  of  mine 
then.  loo  miles,  in  the  disordered  frame  of  my  body, 
will.  I  am  persuaded,  unfit  me  for  the  intended  trip 
to  Philadelphia,  and  assuredly  prevent  my  offering 
that  tribute  of  respect  to  my  compatriots  in  arms 
which  results  from  affection  and  gratitude  for  their 
attachment  to,  and  support  of  me,  upon  so  many 
trying  occasions. 

For  tliis  purpose  it  was,  as  1  had  (tho'  with  a  good 
deal  of  Reluctance)  consented,  from  a  conviction  that 
our  affairs  were  verging  fast  to  ruin,  to  depart  from 
the  resolution  I  had  taken  of  never  more  stepping  out 
of  the  walks  of  private  life,  that  I  determined  to  shew 
my  respect  to  the  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  by 
coming  there  the  week  before.     As  the  latter  is  pre- 
vented, and  the  other,  it  is  probable,  will  not  take 
place,  !  send  such  papers  as  have  occasionally  come 
to  my  hands,  and  may  require  the  inspection,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  Cincinnati.     An  apology  for  the 
order  in  which  they  are  sent  is  highly  necessary,  and 
my  present   situation  is  the  best  I   can  offer.     To 
morrow    I    had   set   apart  for  the    Inspection    and 
arrangement  of  them,  that  such  only  as  were  fitting, 
might  be  laid  before  the  Society ;  for  unless  1  had 
time  to  go  over  them  again  with  a  person  who  under- 
stands the  French  language.  I  am  not  even  certain 
that  all  of  what  1  send  may  relate  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Cincinnati,  and  certain  I  am  that  some  are  too  per- 


'  John  Au^stlne  Wuttlnglon. 
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sonal,  the  sending  of  which  will  not,  I  hope,  be 
ascribed  to  improper  motives,  when  the  only  one  I 
had  (as  I  am  in  the  moment  of  my  departure  from 
home  and  uncertain  of  returning  to  it)  is  1 
nothing  which  has  been  referred  to  me,  may 
withheld.—    •     *     • 


TO   LUN'D    WASHINGTON. 

Mount  Veknom.  7  Mif.  1787. 

*  *  *  I  need  not  tell  you,  because  a  moment's 
recurrence  to  your  own  accounts  will  evince  the  fact, 
thai  there  is  no  source  from  which  I  derive  more  than 
a  sufficiency  for  the  daily  calls  of  my  family,  except 
what  f^ows  from  the  collection  of  old  debts,  and 
scanty  and  precarious  enough,  God  knows  this  i 
My  estate  for  the  last  1 1  years  has  not  been  able  t 
make  both  ends  meet.  I  am  encumbered  now  with 
the  deficiency.  I  mention  this  for  no  other  purpo 
than  to  shew  that  however  willing,  I  am  not  able 
pay  debts  unless  \  could  sell  land,  which  I  hav 
publicly  advertised  without  finding  bidders.    * 


DIARY     DURING    THE    CON-STITUTIONAL    CONVENTION, 

MAY-SEPTEMBER,    1 787.' 

Monday  lih  [May]. — At  home  preparing  for  my  journey  10 
Philadelphia.     •     •     • 

Tuesday  8M. — The   weather  being  squally   with   showers, 


o 

4 


'  Two  fann&  of  this  ditry  niic :  the  one  Is  in  the  Library  of  Congren  aDd 
hAt  been  printed  in  the  PfitHiyiv<imia  Afagaviu  0/  History  and  Bingra^ky, 
xi.,  3i|6  ;  the  other,  in  the  DcpartmenI  u(  State,  U  mad«  Ike  basi*  for  lh»  vcf. 
sion.  I  have  not  heulated  to  u*e  the  note*  given  in  the  J^mmty/vanit 
.XfagoMtHt,  and  give  Kuch  variations  in  the  text  at  teem  necvsiary. 


defcr'd  setting  off  till  the  morning.  Mr.  Chas.  Lee  came  to 
dmncr,  but  left  it  afterwards. 

Wednesday  9M.— Crossed  from  Mt.  Vernon  to  Mr.  Digges  a 
little  after  sunrise,  and  pursuing  the  rout  by  the  way  of  Baltimore, 
dined  at  Mt.  Rich'd  Henderson's  in  BUdensb'g,  and  lodged  at 
Majr.  Soowden's,  when  feeling  verf  severely  a  violent  hd.  ach  & 
sick  stomach  I  went  to  bed  varty. 

Thunday  \fith. — Very  great  appearances  of  rain  in  the  mora- 
iog  &  a  little  falling  induced  me,  tho'  well  recovered,  to  wait  till 
abt.  8  o'clock  before  1  set  off.  At  one  o'clock  I  arrived  at  Bal- 
titnore,  dined  at  the  Fountain,  &  supped  d  lodged  at  Doctr. 
McKenry's.     Slow  rain  in  the  evening. 

Frid^  I  \th. — Set  off  before  breakfast,  rid  12  miles  to  Sherretts 
for  ii,  bated  there  and  proceeded  without  hailing  (weather  threat- 
CDing)  to  the  Ferry  at  Havre  de  Gras  where  I  dined,  but  could 
aot  cross,  the  wind  being  turbulent  &  squally.     Lodged  here. 

Saturday  iitM. — With  difficulty  (on  acct.  of  the  wind),  crossed 
the  Susquehanna. — Breakfasted  at  the  Ferrj-  house  on  the  East 
side.  Dined  at  the  head  of  Elk  (Hollingsworth's  Tavern)  and 
lodged  at  Wilmington  at  O'Flin's.  At  the  head  of  Elk  I  was 
overuken  by  Mr.  Francis  Corbin,  who  took  a  seat  in  my  carnage. 

Sunday  13M. — About  8  o'clock,"  Mr.  Corbin  and  myself  set 
out,  and  dined  at  Chester  (Mrs.  Withy),  where  I  was  met  by  the 
Geols.  Mifflin  (now  Speaker  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly), 
Knox  and  Vamum ;  the  Colonels  Humphreys  and  Miuges 
[Menlges] — and  Majors  Jackson  and  Nicholas,  with  whom  1 
proceeded  to  Philadh.  At  Grays  Ferry  the  City  light  horse,  com- 
manded by  Colo.  Miles,  met  me  and  escorted  me  in  by  the 
ArtiUery  officers  who  stood  arranged  &  saluted  me  as  I  passed. 
Alighted  through  a  crowd  at  Mrs.  House's,'  but  being  again 
warmly  and  kindly  pressed  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rob.  Morris  to  lodge 
with  them,  I  did  so  and  had  my  baggage  removed  thither. 

Waited  00  the  President,  Doctr.  Franklin,  as  soon  as  1  got  to 
town.     Od  my  arrival  the  Bells  were  chimed. 


<"  Nine  o'clock." 

*  Mn.  Hory  Hou«e  kept  a  boardin^f'hcaw  at  the  oomer  of  Fihh  and  Market 
street*.— /*«».  Afag. 
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Monday  \^h. — Thw  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  Conven- 
tion to  meet,  such  members  as  were  in  town  assembled  at  the 
State  Ho.,  but  only  two  Slates  being  represented — vii,  Virginia 
&  Pensylvania,  agreed  to  attend  at  the  same  place  at  1 1  o'cU 
tomorrow. 

Dined  in  a  family  way  at  Mr.  Morris's.' 

Tuesday  15M. — Repaired,  at  the  hour  appointed,  to  the  Stat 
Ho.,  but  no  more  states  being  represented  than  were  yesterday 
(tho'  several  more  members  had  come  in,*)  we  agreed  to  meet 
again  tomorrow.     Govr.  Randolph  from  Virginia  came  in  today. 

Dined  with  the  Members  to  the  Genl.  Meeting  of  the  Society 
of  the  Cincinnati. 

Wednesday  \6tk. — No  more  than  two  States  being  yet  rcpi 
scntcd  agreed  till  a  quoram  of  them  should  be  formed  to  alter 
the  hour  of  meeting  at  the  Stale  House  to  one  o'clock.* 

Dined  at  the  President,   Doctr.  Franklin's — and  drank  Ti 
and  spent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Jno.  Penn's. 

Thursday  17M. — Mr.  Kutledge,  from  Charleston,  and  Mr.  Chs' 
Pinkney,  from  Congress,  having  arrived,  gave  a  representation  tc 
So.  Carolina  :  and  Colo.  Mason  getting  in  this  Evening,  place 
all  the  Delegates   from   Virginia  on  the  floor  of  Convention.' 
Dined  at  Mr.  Powell's  '  and  dr'k  Tea  there. 

Friday  \%th. — The  represenution  from  New  York  appeared  dd 
the  floor  today. 

Dined  at  Gray's  Fcrry^  and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Morris's  ;  aft( 
which  accompanied  Mrs.  and  some  other  Ladies  to  hear  a  Mrs. 
O'Connell  read  (a  charity  affair).     The  lady  being  reduced  in 
circumstances  had  had  recourse  to  this  expedient  to  obtain  a 
little  money — her  performe.  was  tolerable,  at  the  College  Ha 


'  "and  took  l»  ihcrc." 

■  From  North  Caroltni,  DeUwuc,  and  New  J«r»cy. 

■  *'  Dr.  McCIurg,  of  VJiginiB.  came  in." 
*  Samuel  Powd, 
'  "  The  lecture  to  be  read  thit  Evening  ii  •  conilntuiDce  of  llic  DiaKfUliaT 

on  Eloquence,  which  commenced  in  the  first  coune;  it  the  coacliuion  of 
which  Solima  of  the  Poet  Hamct.  iraiisJated  by  .Sir  WillJain  Jonts,  will  be 
delivered." — Pfnn.  Pa<ktt,  quoted  in  the  /Vmm.  Mag.  


Saturday  19/A. — No  more  states  represented.' 

Dined  at  Mr.  [Jared]  IngersoltN,  spent  the  evening  at  my 
lodgings,  &  retired  to  my  room  soon. 

Sunday  joM. —  Dined  with  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Morris  and  other  com- 
pany at  their  farm  (called  the  Hills)  ;  returned  in  the  afternoon 
ft  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Powell's 

Monday  21st. — Delaware  State  was  represented. 

[)uied  and  diank  Tea  at  Mr,  [Williaml  Bingham's  in  great 
tpleodor. 

Tuaday  aa*/.— The  Representation  from  No.  Carolina  wis 
CDtnpIeated,  which  made  a  representation  for  five  Slates. 

Dined  and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Wednesday  i^d. — No  more  Stales  being  represented,  1  rid  lo 
Genl  Mifflin's  to  breakfast.  After  which  In  company  with  him, 
Mr  Madison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  others,  I  crossed  the  Schuylkill 
ibosc  the  Falls^  visited  Mr,  Peters,  Mr.  Penn's  scat,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Hamilton's.* 

[hoed  at  Mr.  Chew's,  with  the  wedding  guests  (Colo.  [John 
Eager]  Howard  of  Baltimore  having  married  his  daughter  Peggy) 
dnnk  Tea  there  in  a  very  large  circle  of  ladies. 

Thursday  34/A. — No  more  States  represented.  Dined  and 
Dnnk  Tea  at  Mr.  John  Ross's.  One  of  my  Postilion  boys 
(Paris)  being  sick,  requested  Doctr  [John]  Jones  to  attend  him, 

Friday  15M.— Another  Delegate  coming  in  from  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  gave  it  a  representation,  and  encreased  the  number  to 
SeicQ,  which  forming  a  quoram  of  the  13,  the  members  present 
molved  to  organize  the  body  ;  when  by  a  unanimous  vote  I  was 
called  up  to  the  chair  as  President  of  the  body.'     Majr.  William 

'  "  A£ned  to  meet  at  t  o'clock  on  Mondaj." 

*  "  tad  rcpairei)  at  the  hour  of  one  10  the  State  House." 

*  The  nomtnitioti  o(  Washington  for  this  pofiition  was  made  by  Robert 
Uanit,  inxlnctcd  l>y  the  Penrt-iylvanta  delegation,  and  seconded  by  John  Rut- 
ledge.  The  only  poMiblc  coni|>etilor  was  Benjamin  Franklin,  making  Ihe  act 
•f  the  Penniylvmniant  all  the  more  graceful.  There  was  no  opposing  ballot, 
•ad,  oa  being  conducted  to  the  chair  b]r  Mormand  Rutledge,  Washington  "in 
a  Tcry  eraphatic  manner  thanked  the  Convention  for  the  honor  they  had  con- 
ferred on  bim  :  reminded  (hem  of  t)ic  novelty  of  the  scene  of  business  in  which 
he  w«i  10  Mt,  Umeoled  Ida  want  of  beuer  (jualilieatioiiii,  aud  claimed  the  in- 
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Jackson  '  was  appointed  Secretary  and  a  Comec.  was  choseo  con^^ 
sisling   of  3   members*   lo  prepare  rult:s   and   regulations  for 
conducHog  the  business ;  and  after  'pointing  door  keepers,  the 
Convention  adjourned  till  Monday,  to  give  time  to  the  Comee.  t^H 
report  the  matter  referred  to  them.  ^| 

Returned  many  Wsits  today.  Dined  at  Mr.  Thos.  Willing's 
and  spt.  the  evening  at  my  lodgings. 

Saturday  26th. — Returned  all  my  visits  this  forenoon,*  dined 
with  a  club  at  the  City  Tavern,  and  spent  the  evening  at  my 
quarters  writing  letters. 

Sunday  27M. — Went  to  the  Romish  Church,*  to  high  mass. 
Dined  ;  drank  Tea,  and  spent  the  evening  at  my  lodgings. 

Monday  2'6iJi. — Met  in  Convention  at  10  o'clock.  Two  State^^ 
more,  viz.  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  were  on  the  floor  to^| 
day.  ^ 

Established  rules — agreeably  to  the  plan  brot  in  by  the  Comee. 
for  the  Governmt.  of  the  Convention,  &  adjoumed.  No  Comns.* 
without  doors. 

Dined  at  home,  and  drank  Tea  in  a  large  circle  at  Mr.  [Tench] 
Francis's, 

I'utsdt^    39M. — Attended  Convention,   and   dined  at   hotn< 
after  wch.  accompanitd  Mrs.  Morris  to  the  benefit  concert  of 
Mr.  Juhan. 

WedHtsday  y:>th. — Attended  Convention. 

Dined  with  Mr.  [John]  Vaughan.     Drank  Tea  and  S]>cnt  ll 
evening  at  a  Wednesday  evening's  party  at  Mr.  &  Mrs.  [John] 
Lawrence's. 

Thursday  j  ist. — The  State  of  Georgia  came  on  the  Floor 


dulgenice  of  the  House  lovtatd*  the  involuntary  error*  which  hU  inexperjenoe 
might  occuion." — Afadiian.     To  Knox  he  wrote.   31   May  :    "  I  wa»,   much 
agftinit  my  wiiih,  placed  in  che  chur."     Madkon  liad  in  April  foreseen  the 
fitness  of  miking  him  the  coiupicuous  liguic. —  Tt  Randotph,  15  April,  1797. 
'  Wilson  nominated  W.  T,  KrsnkliB,  and  Hamilton,  Jackson. 

*  Wyihp,  Hamilton,  and  Charter  I'inckney. 
'"  Where  1  could  get  an  account  of  the  Lodf'gs  of  those  lo  whom  I 

indebted  for  theira." 

•St.  Mary'*,  on  Fourth  Street.— yj^n.  Ma^. 

*  Commuaictttona  (7) 
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the  Convention  to-day,*   which  made  a  representation  of  ten 
Statfs. 

Dined  at  Mr.  Francis's  and  drank  Tea  with  Mrs  Meredith. 

Friday,  u/ June. — Attending  in  Convenlion,.  and  nothing  be- 
ing sulTered  to  transpire,  no  minutes  of  the  proceedings  has  been 
or  tttll  be  inserted  in  this  diary. 

Dined  with  Mr.  John  Penn,  and  spent  the  evening  at  a  superb 
entertainment  at  Bush-Hill  given  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  at  which 
were  more  than  a  hundred  guests. 

Saturday  2nd. — Majr.  Jenifer  coming  in  with  sufficient  powers 
for  the  purpose,  gave  a  representation  10  Maryland,  which 
brought  al)  the  States  in  the  Union  into  Convention,  except 
Rhode  Island,  which  had  refused  to  send  delegates  thereto. 

Ihned  al  the  Citj'  Tavern  with  the  Club,  &  spent  the  evening 
at  my  own  quarters. 

Sunday  ^d.  — Dined  at  Mr.  Clyraer's  and  drank  Tea  there  also. 

Monday  ^tk. — Attended  Convention  ;  Kepreseotation  as  on 
Saturday. 

Reviewed  (at  the  importunity  of  Genl.  Mifflin  and  the  officers,} 
the  Light  Infantry — Cavalry— and  part  of  the  Artillery,  of  the 
City. 

Dined  with  Genl.  Mifflin  and  drk.  Tea  with  Mrs.  Cadwalladcr. 

Tuaday  %ih  — Dined  at  Mr,  Morris's  with  a  large  Company,  & 
spent  the  evening  there.   Attended  in  Convention  the  usual  hours. 

Wtdntiday  tth. — In  Convention  as  usual ;  dined  at  the  Presi- 
dents (Doctr.  Franklin's),  and  drank  Tea  there,  after  which  re- 
tired to  my  lodgings  and  wrote  letters  for  France. 

Thursday  7M. — Attended  Convention  as  usual.  Dined  with  a 
dub  of  Convention  members  at  the  Indian  Queen.'  Drank  Tea 
and  spent  the  evening  at  my  lodgings. 

I     Friday  S/A. — Attended  the  Convention.      Dined,  drank  Tea, 
and  spent  the  evening  at  my  lodgns. 

Saturday  9M. — Al  Convention.  Dined  with  the  Club  at  the 
City  Tavern  ;  Drank  Tea,  and  sci  till  10  o'clock  at  Mr.  Powell's. 


'  WiUJam  Pierce  utd  WiUUm  Honston  w«rc  (he  delegates. 

'  A  (unous  boMclry,  nn  Fourth  above  Chestnut  Street.     It  wu  tarn  down  in 

I  Hay.  1851.— /*»«.  Jfv* 
10 
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Sunday  tcth. — Breakfasted  by  agreemeot  at  Mr.  Powell's,  and 
in  company  with  him  rid  to  see  the  botanical  gardens  of  Mr. 
Bartram ;  wbich,  tho'  stored  with  many  curious  pits.,  shrubs, 
trees,  many  of  which  are  exotics,  was  not  laid  off  with  much' 
taste,  nor  was  it  targe. 

From  hence  we  rid  to  the  Farm  of  one  Jones,  to  see  the  effect 
of  the  plaister  of  Paris,  which  appeared  obviously  great.  •  •  • 

From  hence  wc  visited  Mr.  Powell's  own  farm,  after  which  I 
went  (by  appointment)  to  the  Hills  and  dined  with  Mr.  &  Mi 
Morris,  returned  to  the  city  abt.  dark. 

Monday  iiM. — Attended  in  Convention.  Dined,  drank  Tea, 
and  spent  the  evening  in  my  own  room. 

Tuesiiay  ti/A— Dined  and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Morris's;  went 
afterwards  to  a  concert  at  the  City  Tavern.' 

Wednesday  tjM.— In  convention;  dined  at  Mr.  Clymer's,  & 
drank  Tea  there  ;  spent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Bingham's.  ^J 

Thursday  i^tJi. — Dined  at  Major  IThomas  Lloyd]  Moore's  (afto^H 
being  in  Convention,)  and  spent  the  evening  at  my  own  lodgings.^ 

Friday  15M. — In  Convention  as  usual,dincd  at  Mr.  Powell's  &^_ 
drank  Tea  there.  ^H 

Saturday  \6ih. — In  Convention,  dined  with  the  Club  at  the  City 
Tavern,  and  drank  Tea  at  Doctr.  Shippings  [Shippen]  with  Mrs.^ 
Livingston's  party.* 

Sunday  17M. — Went  to  Church,  heard  Bisho[)  White  preachfl 
and  sec  him  ordain  two  Gentlemen  Deacons  ;  after  wch.  rid  9\ 
miles  into  the  Country  &  dined  with  Mr.  Jno.  Ross,  in  Chester 
-V     County  ;  returned  in  the  Afternoon. 

Monday  iZtJi. — Attended  the  Convention.     Dined  at  the  Qua 
terly  Meeting  of  the  Sons  of  St.  Patrick— held  at  the  City  Tavern. 
Drank  Tea  at  Doctr.  Shippens  with  Mrs.  Livingston. 

Tuesday  19^.— Dined  (after  leaving  Convention,)  in  ■  family 
way  at  Mr.  Morris's  and  spent  the  evening  there  in  a  very  large 
company. 

Wednesday  xcth. — Attended  Convention.     Dined  at  Mr,  Met 
dith's,  and  drank  Tea  there. 


'  Reinagle'i  concert.     See  Ptun.  Mag. 

'  "  Spent         evening  at  my  own  lodging^." 
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Thursday  mst. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Prager's, 
lod  spent  the  evening  in  mf  chamber 

friJay  uni. — Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's,  &  drank  Tea  with  Mr. 
Frans,  Hopltinson. 

Saturday  i^rJ. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Doctr.  Rushton'fl, 
and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Smnd^  24/-^  —Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's,  and  spent  the  evening  at 
Hr.  Meredith's  at  Tea. 

ifffnday  15^. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's. 
drank  Tea  there,  and  spent  the  evening  in  nay  Chamber. 

Tutsday  J6th. — Attended  Convention.  Partook  of  a  family 
dinner  with  Govr  Randolph,  and  made  one  of  a  party  to  drink 
Tea  at  Cray's  ferry. 

Wednesday  3-j/i. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr  Morris's, 
drank  Tea  there  also,  and  spent  the  evening  in  my  Chamber. 

Thursday  2SI/1. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's 
io  a  large  Company  (the  news  of  bis  Bills  being  protested  arriv- 
ing last  night  a  little  mat  i  propos)  drank  Tea  there  &  spent  the 
c»ening  in  my  Chamber. 

Friday  sg/A. — In  Convention,  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  and 
tpent  the  evening  there. 

Saturday  30M. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  with  a  club  at' 
Springsbury,  consisting  of  several  associated  families  of  the  Citf, 
the  Gentlemen  of  which  met  every  Saturday,  accompanied  by  the 
females  of  the  families  every  other  Saturday  ;  this  was  the  ladies 
day.* 

Suitday  is/,  July. — Dined  &  spent  the  evening  at  home. 

Atonday  td. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  with  some  of  the 
Members  of  the  Convention  at  the  Indian  Queen.  Drank  Tea 
at  Mr.  Bingham's,  and  walked  afterwards  in  the  State  house  yard. 

Set  this  morning  for  Mr.  Pine  who  wanted  to  correct  his 
pom.  of  me. 

Tuesday  ^rd. — Sat  before  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  for 
Mi.  Peale,  who  wanted  my  picture  to  make  a  print  or  Metzotinto 

y2_ 

'Cool  Spring.  Springsbury. 
*  ^>cat  the  e*cniuc  at  home. 
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Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's,  and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Powell's.  After 
which  in  Company  with  him,  I  attended  Ihe  Agricultural  Society 
at  Carpenters  Hall.  fl 

Widmsday  g^h. — Visited  Doctr.  Shovat's  Anatomical  figures, 
and  (the  Convention  having  adjourned  for  the  purpose,)  went  to 
hear  an  Oration  on  the  anniversary  of  Independence  delivered  ' 
by  a  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  student  of  Law.  After  which  I  dined  with 
the  Slate  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  at  F.pplees  Tavern,  and 
drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Powell's. 

Thursday  ^tk  — Attended  Convention.     Dined  at  Mr,  Morris's 
and  drank  Tea  there  ;  Spent  the  evening  also. 

Friday  6iA. — Sat  for  Mr.  Pcale  in  the  morning,  attended  Con- 
vention.   Dined  at  the  City  Tavern  with  some  members  of  Con-^ 
vention,  and  spent  tht  evening  at  my  lodgings.  ^ 

Saturday  -jtA. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  with  the  Club  at 
Springsbury,  and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Meredith's.  ^ 

Sunday  UfA. — About   12  o'clock  rid  to  Doctr.  Logan's,  nea^| 
Gcrmanlown,    where    I    dined.     Returned    in    the  evening,  and 
drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Monday  gtA. — Sat  in  the  morning  (or  Mr.  Peale.  Attended 
Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's,  Jt  accompanied  Mrs  Morris 
to  Doctr.  [John]  Redman's,  3  miles  in  the  Country,  where  we_ 
drank  Tea  and  returned. 

Tutiday  tafA. — Attended  Convention,  dined  at  Mr.  Morris's^l 
drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Bingham's,  and  went  to  the  play.* 

Wednesday  ti/A. — Attended  Convention,  dined  at  Mr.  Morris's 
and  spent  the  evening  there. 

Thursday  12M. — In  Convention,  Dined  at  Mr,  Morris's,  and 
drank  Tea  with  Mrs.  Livingston. 

Friday  lyA. — In  Convention,   Dined,  drank  Tea,  and  spent  the] 
evening  at  Mr.  Morris's. 


1 


*  At  the  Ciilvinist  Chnrch. 

'  "Sfectaculuu  V]t.c  At  the  Opera  Hanie  fti  Soulhwark.  Thi*  evening' 
the  to  July,  will  be  performed  a  Concert,  on  the  Fint  P&rt  of  whkh  will  be 
introduced  an  cnferlainnicul,  called  tite  Dectective  ;  or,  the  SemnU  Hall  in 
•  n  Uproxr.  To  wbicb  wrill  lie  aildcd  a.  Comic  Opera,  in  two  acU  cftUed  Low 
in  ■  Camp,  or  Patnck  in  Pnutia,  &C.,  &c." — Ftmm.  M»g* 
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Saturday  14M. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Springsbury  with  the 
Club  and  went  to  the  play  in  the  afternoon.' 

SuHthy  t$tA. — Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  and  remained  at  home  all 
day 

MiMtday  16M  — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  and 
drank  Tea  with  Mrs.  PowelL 

Tuesday  \ith. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mrs.  House's,  and 
made  an  Excursion  with  a  party  for  Tea  to  Gray's  Ferry. 

Wtdiuiday  \%th. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  [Robert] 
Uiliigao's,  &  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Meredeth's. 

Thursday  19th — Dined  (after  coming  out  of  Convention)  at 
Mr.  John  Pcnn,  the  Youngers— Drank  Tea  &  spent  the  evening 
at  my  lodgings. 

Frid^  zaih. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  home  and  drank  Tea 
al  Mr.  Clymcr's. 

Saturday  2\st.—ln  Convention.  Dined  at  Springsbury  with 
the  Club  of  Geotn.  &  Ladies.     Went  to  the  play  afterwards.' 

Sunday  22nd. — Left  town  by  S  o'clock  A.M.  Breakfasted  a: 
Gcnl  Mifflin's,  rode  up  wiih  him  &  others  to  the  Spring  Mills 
and  returned  to  Genl.  Mifflin's  to  dinner ;  after  which  proceeded 
10  the  City. 

Monday  ^^rd. — In  Convention  as  usual.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's 
and  drank  Tea  at  T^nsdown  (The  seat  of  Mr.  Penn.) 

Tuesday  2^h — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  and 
drank  Tea,  by  appointment,  and  panr.  Invitation  at  Doctr. 
Rush's. 

Wednesday  35M. — In  Convention. — Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's, 
druk  Tea  8t  spent  the  evening  there.* 


*  A  concert.  tntrtxIiiciDg  "  The  Tempnt,  or  the  Indiknted  Icliad,"  and  a 
Grand  .Muqoe  of  Neptune  and  Amphilriie. " — Penn,  Mag, 
'A  Concert  introducing  ■  "  Moral  Poem,  called  the  Cnuade.  or  the  Gen- 
Cfous  Saltan,"   by   Mr.  James   Thofn«>n.  wat  rccilcd,  with   the   "Original 
LKpltogoe  Id  Edward  &  Elcanora." — Ptttn.  M&g. 

P  '  "  fVrmit  roe  to  hinl,  whether  it  wuuld  not  be  wise  arid  Mnionablv  to  pro* 
*l<le  a  ilion);  checlt  (o  the  admission  pf  Foreigner*  into  the  adminisiroiion  of 
our  naiional  ^overnmeRi,  aud  to  declare  expreuly  Uiat  the  comniatider-in -chief 
of  the  American  armjr  shall  not  be  given  to,  nor  devolve  on,  any  bat  a  natural 
citiien." — yokn  Jay  »  Watkingtottf  35  July,  1787. 
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Thursday  tdth. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr  Morris's, 
drank  Tea  there,  and  stayed  within  all  the  afternoon. 

Friday  zjfh. — In  Conveotton,  which  adjoumcd  this  day,  t^^J 
meet  again  on  Monday  the  6th  of  Auj^ust  that  a  Comee.  which 
,  had  been  appointed  (consisting  of  5  members)  might  have  time 
J  to  arrange,  and  draw  into  method  and  form  the  several  matters 
which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  as  a  constitution 
for  the  United  States.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's,  and  dranlc  Tea  at 
Mr.  Powell's. 

Saturday  jSJA. — Dined  with  the  club  at  Springsbury. — Drank 
Tea  there,  and  spent  the  evening  at  my  lodgings. 

Sunday  29/A. — Dined  and  spent  the  whole  day  at  Mr.  Morris's, 
principally  in  writing  letters. 

Monday  jotA. — In  Company  with  Mr.  Govt.  Morris's  and  in 
his  Phaeton  with  my  horses  ;  went  up  to  one  Jane  Moore's  in 
the  vicinity  of  Valley  forge  to  get  Trout.  ^^ 

Tutsday  ^ist. — Whilst  Mr.  Morriss  was  fishing  I  rid  over  thjH 
old  cantonment  of  the  American  [army]  of  the  winter  1777  &  8, 
visited  all  the  Works,  wch.  were  in  Ruins  ;  and  the  Incampmcnts 
in  woods  where  the  ground  had  not  been  cultivated.     •    •    • 

On  my  return  to  Mrs.  Moores  I  found  Mr.  Robt.  Morris  Sc  his 
lady  there. 

Wednesday^  isi  August. — About  1 1  O'clock,  after  ii  had  ceased 
raining,  we  all  set  out  for  the  City  and  dined  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Thursday  tnd. — Dined,  drank  Tea.  and  spent  the  evening  at 
Mr.  Morris's. 

Friday  ^rd. — In  company  with  Mr.  Robt.  Morris  and  his  lady, 
and  Mr.  Govr.  Morris,  I  went  up  to  Trenton  on  another  fishing 
party.  Lodged  at  Colo.  Sam  Ogden's,  at  the  Trenton  Works, 
In  the  evening  fished,  not  very  successfully. 

Saturday  4/A. — In  the  morning  fi:  between  Breakfast  anc 
dinner,  fished  again  with  more  success  (for  perch)  than  yester- 
day. Dined  at  Genl.  [Philemon]  Dickenson's  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  a  little  above  Trenton,  8:  returned  in  the  evening  to 
Colo.  Ogden's. 

Sunday  sfA. — Dined  at  Colo.  Ogdens,  early,  after  which,"  in 

'  '*  Atrant  4  o'clock." 
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the  company  with  whicb  I  came,  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  at 
■liicfa  we  arrived  abt.  9  O'cllt.' 

Monday  6th. — Met  according  to  adjournment  in  Convention, 
k  received  the  rcpt.  of  the  Committee.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's 
■nd  drank  tea  at  Mr.  Meredith's. 

Tuesday  ^th. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  and 
spent  the  evening  there  also. 

Wtdntiday  &fA. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  the  City  Tavern, 
lod  remained  there  till  near  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday  9M. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mr.  [John]  Swan* 
■ick's,  and  spent  the  afternn.  in  my  own  room,  reading  letters 
utd  Bccts.  from  home. 

Friday  loih. — Dined  (after  coming  out  of  Convention)  at  Mr. 
Bingham's,  and  drank  Tea  there  ;  spent  the  evening  at  my 
lodgings. 

SaAirday  nth. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  the  Club  at  Springs- 
traiy,  and  after  Tea  returned  home. 

Stmday  tsM.— Dined  at  Bush-Hill  with  Mr.  William  Hamilton, 
tpeol  the  evening  at  home  writing  letters. 

Monday  i^th. — In  Convention.'  Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's,  and 
drank  Tea  with  Mrs.  fiache,  at  the  President's. 

Ttuiday  \\th. — In  Convention.     Dined,  drank  Tea,  and  spent 
the  evening  at  home. 
I      Wednesd^  i^/h. — The  same  as  Yesterday. 
^    Thursday  16M.— In  Convention.     Dined  at  Mr   [Oliver]  Pot- 
lock's,  &  spent  the  evening  in  my  Chamber. 

Friday  fjth. — In  Convention.     Dined  and  drank  Tea  at  Mr.  ' 
fpoweHs. 

Saturday    18M.  —  In    Convention,     Dined    at    Chief   Justice 
,McKe&n's — Spent  the  Afternoon  &  evening  at  my  lodgings. 

Sunday  19M.- — In  Company  with    Mr.  Powell  rode  up  to  the 

'  •*  Kmlted  an  hour  it  Bristol. " 

'Ob  this  cUy  Madiion  records  that  ^Vuhinelon  voieJ  in  ftvor  of  giving  10 
House  of  Re presetiu tires  the  exclusive  orijpniting  of  money-bilU.     "  He 
],  snd  till  itotr  voted  again.tt  the  cicIumtc  privilege.     He  gave  up 
I  jndgraent,  he  taJd,  because  it  was  not  of  &By  malerial  weight  with  him.  and 
w«t  made  an  essential  pajnl  with  otheim,  who,  tf  ditappulBlcd,  might  be  leaa 
gntial  la  other  potnti  of  real  wei^t." 


White  Marsh.  Traversed  my  oM  incampment.  and  contetnplcaled 
on  the  dangers  which  threatened  the  American  Anny  at  that  place. 
Dined  at  Germantown,  visited  Mr  Blair  McClenegao,  drank  Tc 
at  Mr.  Pcters's,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  the  evening.' 

Monday  20th. — In  Convention.     Dined,  drank.  Tea,  and  spc 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Tuesday  iisi. — Did  the  like  this  day  also. 

Wednesday  22nd, — In  Convention.    Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  farm 
at  the  Hills — visited  at  Mr.  Powell's  in  the  Afternoon. 

Thursday  2^rd.—\n  Convention.    Dined,  drank  Tea,  &  spci 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Friday  24/*. — Did  the  same  this  day. 

Saturday   2$/A. —  In    Convention.  —  Dined    with   the   Club 
Springsbuty,  &  spent  the  afternoon  at  my  lodgings. 

Sunday  atyth. — Rode  into  the  Country  for  eiercisc  8  or  10  miles.' 
Dined  at  the  Hills,  and  spent  the  evening  in  my  chamber  writ 
letters. 

Monday  s-jtA. — In  Convention.     Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's 
drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Powell's. 

Tuesday  2StA  — In  Convention      Dined,  drank  Tea,  and  spei 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Morris's. 

Wednesday  29M. — Did  the  same  as  Yesterday. 

Thursday  ytth. — Again  the  same. 

Friday  31J/, — In  Convention.     Dined  *I  Mr  Morris's,  and  wit 
3  Parly  went  to  Lansdalc  &  drank  Tea  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penn. 

Saturday,  ist  September. — Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  after  coming 
out  of  CoDvenrion,  and  drank  Tea  there. 


'  "  By  flow,  I  wiih  I  could  edd.  and  turr  movemcats,  the  busineu  of  Ibe 
convenlion  advancet;  but  to  tmj  when  it  will  end,  or  whml  will  be  the  rcrah, 
is  more  than  I  dare  ventute  to  do ;  and  Oi«reforc  tball  haurd  no  opinion  there- 
on. IF  xnmelhing  good  does  nnt  proceed  from  the  seulon,  the  defects  cionol 
with  propriety  he  charged  to  The  hurry  with  which  the  business  has  t>een  con- 
ducted, notwittittaniling  which  many  thing>  may  be  forgot,  iomt  of  them  not 
well  digested,  and  others,  from  the  contrariety  of  senlimenti  with  which  such  n 
body  it  pervaded,  become  a  mere  nullity  :  yet  I  wish  a  disposition  mxj  be  found 
in  CongicM,  (he  oevetul  State  legiiiaturet,  and  the  community  at  large,  to  adopt 
iho  governmeni,  which  may  be  aj^eed  on  in  conveniioD,  because  t  am  fully 
penaaded  It  \%  the  be^i  that  can  be  obtained  at  the  preseni  moment  under  such 
a  diversity  of  ideas  as  prevail." —  WtuAiHgtom  t*  Knox,  IQ  August,  iy8 


Smday  tnJ. — Rode  to  Mr.  Bertram's  and  other  places  in  the 
conitiy,  dined  and  drank  tea  at  Gra]r'!t  ferry,  and  returned  to  the 
City  in  the  evening. 

Monday  ^. — In  Convention  Visited  a  Machine  at  Doctr. 
FrMklin's  (called  a  mangle)  for  pressing,  in  place  of  Ironing, 
Clothes  from  the  wash,  which  machine  from  the  facility  with 
■bich  it  dispatches  hiisiness  is  well  calculated  for  Table  cloths 
8:  «ach  articles  as  have  not  pleats  &  irregular  foldings  and 
would  be  very  useful  in  all  large  families.  Dined,  drank  Tea,  & 
fpent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Morris's. 
Tuesday  ^h. — In  Convention.  Dined  fi:c.  at  Mr.  Morris 's. 
Wednesday  ith. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Mrs.  House's,  & 
drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Bingham's. 

Thursday  Uh. — In  Convention.    Dined  at  Docir.  [James]  Hut- 
chinson's and  spent  the  Afternoon  and  evening  at  Mr  Morris's. 
Friday  7M. — In  Convention.     Dined,  and  spent  the  afternoon 
■I  home  (except  when  riding  a  few  miles). 
Saturday  ^h. — In  Convention.  Dined  at  Springsbury  with  the 
,  Club,  and  spent  the  evening  at  my  lodgings. 
I     Sunday  glA. — Dined  at  Mr,  Morris's  after  making  a  visit  to  Mr. 
CirdoqQi,  who,  as  he  says,  came  from  New  York  on  a  visit 
to  roc. 
I     Monday  loM. — In  Convention.   Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's  &  drank 
Tea  there. 
Tuesday  iiM. — In  Convention.   Dined  at  home  in  a  large  com- 
I  pany  with  Mr.  Gardoqui — drank  Tea,  and  spent  the  evening 
"  there. 

IVednesday  12th. — In  Convention.  Dioed  at  the  Presidents  and 
drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Pine's. 

Thursday  i^ih. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  at  the  Vice 
Presidents,  Chas.  Riddle's,  Drank  Tea  at  Mr.  Powcll'-s. 

Friday  14M. — Attended  Convention.  Dined  at  ihe  City  Tavern, 
at  an  entcrtainmt.  given  on  my  acct.  by  the  City  Light  Horse. 
Spent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Merediths. 

Saturday  i^th. — Concluded  the  business,  of  Convention  all  to 
signing  the  proceedings,  to  effect  which  the  House  sat  till  ti 
o'clock,  and  adjourned  till  Monday  that  the  Constitution,  which 
it  was  proposed  to  offer  to  the  People  might  be  engrossed,  and  a 
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□umber  of  printed  copies  struck  off.     Dined  at  Mr.  Morris's 
spent  the  eveDing  there. 

Mr.  Gardoqui  sat  off  for  his  return  to  New  York  this  forenoon. 

Sunday  itth. — Wrote  many  letters  in  the  forenoon.  Dined 
with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morris  at  the  Hills,  &  returned  to  town  In  the 
evening.  ^| 

Monday  x^th. — Met  in  Convention,  when  the  Constitution^' 
received  the  unanimous  assent  of  ti  States  and  Colo.  Hamilton's 
from  New  York  (the  only  delegate  from  thence  in  Convention), 
and  was  sutiscribed  to  by  every  member  present,  except  Govr. 
Randolph  and  Colo.  Mason  from  Virginia,  &  Mr.  Gerry  from 
Massachusetts.' 

The  business  being  thus  closed,  the  members  adjourned  to  the 
City  Tavern,  dined  together,  and  took  a  cordial  leave  of  each 
other.  After  which  I  returned  to  roy  lodgings,  did  some  busi- 
ness with,  and  received  the  papers  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Convention,'  and  retired  to  meditate  on  the  momentous  wk. 
whi{:hhad  been  executed,  after  not  less  than  five,  for  a  large  part 
of  the  time  six  and  sometimes  7  hours  sitting  every  day,  Sundays 
&  the  ten  days  adjournment  to  give  a  Comec.  opportunity  A^| 

'"When  the  President  roie.  for  the  putpOK  of  patting  (he  question  fon 
represenlaiion  ],  he  nid,  th«l  although  hi*  situation  bad  hitherto  mtraioed 
him  from  offering  htn  t«ntimenlK  on  questions  depending  in  the  Houtc,  and, 
il  might  be  ihousht,  o'U|[hl  now  to  impose  silence  on  him,  jol  he  could  not 
forbear  eipreuiiij;  his  wish  ihai  the  change  proposed  mij^ht  take  place.  It 
was  much  to  be  desired  that  the  objectiuni  to  ihc  plan  recotn mended  micht  be 
made  as  few  u  possible.  The  smallncss  of  Ihe  proportion  of  Rcpresentativrt 
had  been  contcdeted  by  many  members  of  the  Convention  an  insufficient 
security  for  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people,  lie  acknowledged  that  il 
had  always  appeared  to  himself  among  the  exception shic  parts  of  tho  plan  ; 
and  late  as  the  present  moment  was  for  admitting  ammdments,  he  tboughl 
ibis  of  so  much  consequence,  that  it  would  give  him  much  satiKfaction  to  see  it 
adopted." — MaJisim'c  Dehaui.  The  change  was  made.  Thi*  is  the  only 
occasion  on  which  aay  remarks  from  Washington  in  the  Convention  are 
rtcorded. 

' "  Major  Jackson,  after  burning  all  the  loose  scraps  ol  paper  which  hcloog 
to  the  Convention,  will  this  evcaing  wait  upon  the  CcnenI  with  the  Journals 
and  other  papeni,  which  their  Tote  diiccti  to  b«  ddivertd  to  bU  EacelleaCT 
Monday  evening," 


tnne  lo  arrange  the  business  £or  more  than  four  months,' 
[excepted.] 

Tu*sifay  i8/^. — Finished  what  private  business  1  had  (o  do  in 
the  city  this  forenoon,  took  my  leave  of  ihose  families  in  wch.  I 
kad  been  most  intimate,  dined  early  at  Mr.  Morris's  with  whom 
&  Mr.  Gouvr,  Morris's  I  parted  at  Gray's  ferry  and  reached 
Chester  in  company  with  Mr.  [John]  Blair,  who  I  invited  to  a 
seat  in  my  Carriage  till  we  should  reach  Mount  Vernon.' 

Wtiitusday  \^th. — Pievenied  by  rain  (much  of  which  fell  in  the 
ptgbt)  from  setting  off  till  about  8  o'clock,  when  it  ceased,  & 
promising  to  be  fair  we  departed,  bailed  at  Wilmington.  Dined 
at  Christiana,  and  lodged  at  the  head  of  RIk.  At  the  bridge  near 
to  which  my  horses  (two  of  them)  and  carriage  had  a  very 
Barrow  escape,  for  the  rain  which  had  fallen  the  preceeding 
rrering  having  swelled  the  water  considerably  there  was  no  ford- 
ing it  safely,  I  wa.s  reduced  to  the  necessity  therefore  of  remain- 
ing on  the  other  side  or  of  attempting  to  cross  on  an  old,  rotten 
&  long  disused  bridge.  Being  anxious,  to  get  on,  I  prefered  the 
Ultcr  and  in  the  attempt  one  of  my  horses  fell  fifteen  feet  at 
least,  the  other  very  near  following  which  (had  it  happened) 
would  have  taken  the  carriage  with  baggage  along  with  him  and 
destroyed  the  whole  effectually  ;  however  by  prompt  assistance 
of  some  people  at  a  mill  jtist  by  and  great  exertion,  the  first  horse 
was  disengaged  from  his  harness,  the  3d.  prevented  from  going 
quite  through  and  drawn  orf,  and  the  Caniage  secured  from 
hurt. 

'  "  Id  the  roidst  of  borry,  and  in  the  mc«nent  of  my  ilrpnrtnre  from  itiis  cfly. 
I  addToa  (hU  letter  lo  jou.  The  principal,  indeed  lite  only  design  of  it,  ii  to 
fnlfi]  llie  promise  I  made,  that  I  would  send  to  you  llie  proceedings  of  the 
fedenl  coavention,  u  soon  as  ihe  basincas  wits  closed.  More  than  ihis,  dr- 
OUMtaneed  ki  I  am  at  present,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  :  nor  lun  I  inclined 
lo  artempi  it,  as  ihc  encluun:  must  spcalc  fot  itself,  and  will  occupy  your 
tHoaghl*  for  sonic  lime. 

"  It  u  the  rciotl  of  four  monttit'  deliberation.  It  ii  now  a  child  of  forlnne. 
•0  be  (ottered  by  some  ind  biiflotcd  by  others.  What  will  be  the  general 
o|RDion.  or  the  rcccptiun  of  it,  is  nuC  for  me  to  decide  ;  nor  iboll  I  ny  any 
iking  for  or  against  it.  [f  it  be  good,  I  nipposc  it  will  work  its  way  :  if  bad, 
it  will  recoil  aa  the  framcrs." — Wathingt^H  to  La/aytttt.  l8  September,  1787. 

* "  Reached  Chester,  where  we  lodged." 
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Tkursiay  icth. — Sett  off  after  an  early  breakfast,  crossed  thi 
Susquehanna  and  dined  in  Havre  de  Gras  at  ihe  House  of  one 
Roger's— and   lodged   at   Skirrett's  Tavern,  12   miles  short  c|fl 
Baltimore.  ^^ 

Friday  2ist. — Breakfasted  in  Baltimore,  dined  at  the  Widow 
Balls  (formerly  Spurrier's),  and  lodged  at  Major  Snowden's,  wl 
was  not  ai  home. 

Saturday   and. — Breakfasted  at  Bladensburgh,   and,  passii 
through  George  Town,  dined  in  Alexandria  and  reached  home 
(with  Mr.  Blair)  about  sun  set,  after  an  absence  of  four  monct 
and  14  daySw 


iow     . 

i 


TO   THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

FuiLADKLrtaA,  30  Hay. 

Dear  Sir: 

•  ««**« 

I  come  now  to  the  other  part  of  your  letter,  whi 
concerns  the  Cincinnati,  on  which  indeed  I  scarce! 
know  what  to  say.     1 1  is  a  delicate,  it  is  a  perplexing 
subject.     Not  having  the  extract  from  the  Encyclo- 
pedia before  me,    I  cannot  now  undertake  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  publication.'     It  may  therefore 
be  as  much  as  will  be  expected  from  mc  to  observi 
that  the  author  appears  in  general  to  have  detail 
very  candidly  and  ingenuously  the  motives  and  i 
ducements,  which  give  birth  to  the  Society.     Some 
of  the  subsequent   facts,  which  I  cannot,  howeve 


1 


^  Mr.  Jefferson  had  seat  ui  extract  from  an  Article  in  [he  EMiych^/die. 
bring  an  account  of  the  Society  of  the  Cindnnati,  and  Wa.ihinjfton  tent  it  to 
Knox,  saying:  "  In  my  |>rc$cnt  »talc  of  mind  I  can  hardl)'  form  an  opinion 
whether  it  will  be  best  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  society  u  coming  from 
Jefferton,  or  as  from  x  person  of  an  good  information  as  any  In  FniDce. 
mutt  ihereforc  leave  it  wholly  to  you  to  do  as  you  may  think  moEt  proper. 
—37  April,  1787. 
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from  memory  pretend  to  discuss  with  precision,  are 
thought  by  gentlemen,  who  have  seen  the  publication, 
to  be  misstated  ;  insomuch  that  it  is  commonly  said, 
troth  and  falsehood  are  so  intimately  blended,  that  it 
will  become  very  difficult  to  sever  them. 

Kor  myself,  I  only  recollect  two  or  three  circum- 
stances, in  the  narration  of  which  palpable  mistakes 
seem    to    have    insinuated    themselves.       Monsieur 
L'Enfant  did  not  arrive  and  bring  the  eagles  during 
the  session  of  the  general  meeting,  but  some  time 
before  that  convention.     The  legislature  of    Rhode 
Island  never  passed  any  act  whatever  on  the  subject, 
(that  ever  came  to  my  knowledge,)  notwithstanding 
what  Mirabeau  and  others  had  previously  advanced. 
Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  the  supposition 
of  the  author,  that  the  Society  was  instituted  partly 
because  the  country  could  not  then  pay  the  army, 
except  the  assertion  that  the  United  States  have  now 
made  full   and   complete   provision  for  paying,   not 
only  the  arrearages  due  to  the  officers,  but  tlie  half-pay 
or  commutation  at  their  option  ;   from  whence  the 
author  deduces  an  argument  for  its  dissolution.     1 
nceive  this   never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
instituiion.  yet  the  officers  in  most  of  the  States,  who 
^never   have    nor   1    believe    expect    to    receive   one 
^Earthing  of   the  principal  or  interest  on  their  final 
^■ettlement  securities,  would  be  much  obliged  to  the 
author  to  convince  them  how  and  when  they  received 
a  compensation  for  their  services.     No  foreigner,  or 
American,    who    has   been    absent   some    time,    will 
ily  comprehend  how  tender  those  concerned  are 
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on  this  point.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  great  many  ot 
the  officers  consider  me  as  having  In  a  degree  com- 
mitted myself  by  inducing  them  to  trust  too  much  in 
the  justice  of  their  country.  They  heartily  wish  ofl 
settlement  had  been  made,  because  it  has  rcnderca 
them  obnoxious  to  their  fellow  citizens,  without 
affording  them  the  least  emolument. 

For  the  reason  I  first  mentioned,  I  cannot  think  it 
expedient  for  me  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the 
writer's  deductions.  I  shall  accordingly  content 
myself  with  giving  you  some  idea  of  the  part  I 
have  acted,  posterior  to  the  first  formation  of  the 
association.  ^| 

When  I  found  that  you  and  many  of  the  most  re- 
spectable characters  in  the  country  would  entirely 
acquiesce  with  the  institution,  as  altered  and  amended 
in  the  first  general  meeting  of  17S4,  and  that  the  ob- 
jections against  the  hereditary  and  other  obnoxious 
parts  were  wholly  done  away,  I  was  prevailed  upon 
to  accept  the  presidency.  Happy  in  finding,  (so  far 
as  I  could  learn  by  assiduous  inquiry,)  tliat  all  the 
clamors  and  jealousies,  which  had  been  excited 
against  the  original  association,  had  ceased,  I  judged 
it  a  proper  time  in  the  last  autumn  to  withdraw  my- 
self from  any  farther  agency  in  the  business,  and 
make  my  retirement  complete,  agreeably  to  mj 
original  plan.  I  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the 
State  Societies  announcing  my  wishes,  informing  that 
I  did  not  propose  to  be  at  the  general  meeting,  and 
requested  not  to  be  reelected  president.  This  was 
the  last  step  of  a  public  nature  I  expected  ever  t^| 
have  taken.     But,  having  since  been  appointed  by 
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my  native  State  to  attend  tKe  national  convention, 
and  having  been  pressed  to  a  compliance  in  a  man- 
ner, which  it  hardly  becomes  me  to  describe,  1  have, 
in  a  measure,  been  obliged  to  sacrifice  my  own  senti- 
menis.  and  to  be  present  in  Philadelphia  at  the  very 
time  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati.  After 
which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  decline  the  presidency, 
without  placing  myself  in  an  extremely  disagreeable 
situation  with  relation  to  that  brave  and  faithful  class 
of  men,  whose  persevering  patriotism  and  friendship 
I  had  experienced  on  so  many  trying  occasions. 

The  business  of  this  convention  is  as  yet  too  much 
in  embryo  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  conclusion. 
Much   is  expected  from  it  by  some  ;   not  much  by 
others;  and  nothing  by  a  few.     That  something  is 
necessary,   none  will  deny ;  for  the  situation  of  the 
general  government,  if  it  can  be  called  a  government, 
bis  shaken  to  its  foundation,  and   liable  to  be  over- 
turned by  every  blast     In  a  word,  it  is  at  an  end  ; 
and,  unless  a  remedy  is  soon  applied,  anarchy  and 
confusion  will  inevitably  ensue.     But  having  greatly 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  1  will  only  add  as- 
surances of  that  esteem,  regard,  and   respect,  with 
iwhich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO    DAVID   STUART. 

PHILAIltLPlItA.    I  Jnlj,    17B7. 

Iear  Sir  : 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  1 7th 
ultimo.     •     ♦     * 

Rhode  Island,  from  our  last  accts.  still  perseveres 


in  that  impolitic,  unjust,  and  one  might  add  without 
much  impropriety  scandalous  conduct,  which  seems 
to  have  marked  all  her  public  Councils  of  late. 
Consequently,  no  Representation  is  yet  here  from 
thence.  New  Hampshire,  iho'  Delegates  have  been 
appointed,  is  also  unrepresented.  Various  causes 
have  been  assigned,  whether  well,  or  ill-founded  1 
shall  not  take  upon  me  to  decide.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, is  that  they  are  not  here.  Political  contests, 
and  want  of  money,  are  amidst  the  reasons  assigned 
for  the  non-attendance  of  the  members. 

As  the  rules  of  the  convention  prevent  me  from 
relating  any  of  the  proceedings  of  it,  and  the  gazettes 
contain,  more  fully  than  I  could  detail,  other  occur- 
rences of  a  public  nature,  I  have  little  to  communis 
cate  to  you  on  the  article  of  news.  Happy  indeed 
would  it  be,  if  the  convention  shall  be  able  to  recom- 
mend such  a  firm  and  permanent  government  for 
this  Union,  that  all  who  live  under  it  may  be  secure 
in  their  lives,  liberty,  and  property;  and  thrice  happy 
would  it  be,  if  such  a  recommendation  should  obtain. 
Every  body  wishes,  every  body  expects  something 
from  the  convention  ;  but  what  will  be  the  final  result 
of  its  deliberation,  the  book  of  fate  must  disclose. 
Persuaded  I  am,  that  the  primary  cause  of  all  our 
disorders  lies  in  the  different  State  governments, 
and  in  the  tenacity  of  that  power,  which  pervades 
the  whole  of  their  systems.  Whilst  independent 
sovereignty  is  so  ardently  contended  for,  whilst  the 
local  views  of  each  State^  and  separate  interests, 
by  which  they  are  too  much  governed,  will  not  yield 


OSj] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


i6i 


to  a  more  enlarged  scale  of  poliilcs.  incompatibility 
in  the  laws  of  different  States,  and  disrespect  to 
those  of  the  general  government,  must  render  the 
situation  of  this  great  country  weak,  inefficient,  and 
disgraceful.  It  has  already  done  so,  almost  to  the 
final  dissolution  of  it.  Weak  at  home  and  disregarded 
abroad  is  our  present  condition,  and  contemptible 
enough  it  is. 

Entirely  unnecessary  was  it  to  offer  any  apology 

for  the  sentiments  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  offer 

me.     1  have  had  no  wish  more   ardent,  through  the 

whole  progress  of  this  business,  than  that  of  knowing 

what  kind  of  government  is  best  calculatc:d  for  us  to 

live  under.     No  doubt  there  will  be  a  diversity  of 

sentiments  on  this  important  subject ;  and,  to  inform 

the  judgment,  it  is  necessary  to  hear  all  arguments 

that  can  be  advanced.     To  please  all   is  imj>ossible, 

and  to  attempt   it  would  be  vain.     The  only  way, 

therefore,  is,  under  all  the  views  in  which  it  can  be 

placed,  and  with  adueconsideration  to  circumstances, 

habits,  &c.,  &c.,  to  form  such  a  government  as  will 

bear  the  scrutinizing  eye  of  criticism,  and  trust  it  to 

the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people  to  carry 

Hit  into  cITect.     Demagogues,  men  who  are  unwilling 

^Bo  lose  any  of  their  Slate  consequence,  and  interested 

^baracters  in  each,  will  oppose  any  general  govern- 

^nent.     But  let  these  be  regarded  rightly,  and  justice. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  will  at  length  prevail-     My  best 

^jrishes  attend  Mrs.   Stuart,  yourself,  and  the  girls. 

■f  i  can  render  any  service  whilst  I   remain  here,  1 

shall  be  happy  in  doing  it.     I  am,  &c. 
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TO   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 
Dear   Sir;  Philadelphia,  ro  July.  r787. 

I  thank  you  for  your  communicatioa  of  the  y. 
When  I  refer  you  to  the  state  of  the  counsels,  which 
prevailed  at  the  period  you  left  this  city,  and  add 
that  they  are  now  if  possible  in  a  worse  train  than 
ever,  you  will  find  but  little  ground  on  which  the 
hope  of  a  good  establishment  can  be  formed.  In  a 
word,  I  almost  despair  of  seeing  a  favorable  issue  to 
the  proceedings  of  our  convention,  and  do  therefore 
repent  having  had  any  agency  in  the  business.  ^ 

The  men,  who  oppose  a  strong  and  energetic  gov- 
ernment, are  in  my  opinion  narrow-minded  politicians, 
or  are  under  the  influence  of  local  views.  The  appre- 
hension expressed  by  them,  that  the  people  will  not 
accede  to  the  form  proposed,  is  the  ostensible,  not  the 
real  cause  of  opposition.  But.  admitting  that  the 
present  sentiment  is  as  they  prognosticate,  the  proper 
question  ought  nevertheless  to  be,  Is  it,  or  is  it  not, 
the  best  form  that  such  a  country  as  this  can  adopt  ? 
If  it  be  the  best,  recommend  it,  and  it  will  assuredly 
obtain,  maugre  opposition.  I  am  sorry  you  went 
away.  I  wish  you  were  back.  The  crisis  is  equally 
important  and  alarming,  and  no  opposition,  under 
such  circumstances,  should  discourage  exertions  till 
the  signature  is  offered.  I  will  not  at  this  time 
trouble  you  with  more  than  my  best  wishes  and  sin^ 
cere  regard.  f 

I  am,  dear  Sir.  &c.' 

■  "  Tbc  dislorbanccs  in  MamachUMlts  have  suhtidert,  but  tlicir  krc  wc^  of 
diaconlent  In  every  part  of  thh  U  nion  ;  ready  to  produce  other  dbortler>.  if 
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TO    RICHARD    HENRV    LEE. 

PHtLADSLFHlA,  (9  JbIjT,  I787. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  the 
15th  instant,  and  thank  you  for  the  ordinance  which 
was  enclosed  in  it.  My  sentiments,  with  respect  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  have  been  long  fixed, 
and  arc  not  dissimilar  to  those,  which  are  expressed 
in  your  letter.  I  have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
true  policy  of  the  Atlantic  Slates,  would  be  instead  of 
contending  prematurely  for  the  free  navigation  of  that 
river  (which  eventually,  and  perhaps  as  soon  as  it 
shall  be  our  true  interest  to  obtain  it,)  must  happen, 
to  open  and  improve  the  natural  communications  with 
the  western  country,  through  which  the  produce  of  it 
might  be  transported  with  convenience  and  ease  to 
our  markets.  Till  you  get  low  down  the  Ohio,  I 
conceive,  that  it  would,  (considering  the  length  of  the 
voyage  to  New  Orleans,  the  difficulty  of  the  current, 
and  the  time  necessary  to  perform  it  in,)  be  the  inter- 

wicdon  of  the  present  coDTcntioti  should  not  be  able  lo  devise,  tnd  the  good 
■uite  of  fbe  people  be  found  ready  to  adopt,  a  more  vigoious  and  energetic 
government,  than  the  one  under  which  we  now  li*'e ;  for  the  present,  from 
nperience,  ha^  bcra  fciund  loo  feeble  and  insdeijiiiite  to  give  that  security, 
•  hich  onr  libertie*  ond  property  render  absolutely  evsential,  and  which  the 
iitUtraent  of  public  faith  loudly  re({uiret. 
"  Vun  »  it  to  loolc  (or  respect  from  abioad,  or  tnnquillicy  at  hoioc  ;  Tain  \% 
\  lo  tttDrmur  at  th«  deicniiDn  of  oor  western  posts,  or  compLaln  of  the  resulc- 
>n  of  our  cominevee  :  vain  are  all  the  attcmptstorcmcdy  the  evils  cotnpUineil 
bjr  Mr.  Uunas,  lo  dischat^e  the  interest  due  on  foreign  loans,  or  satisfy  Ihc 
.  of  foreign  olGccr«,  the  neglect  of  doing  which  is  a  hi^  impeatchment  of 
nation^  charvcter,  and  ik  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  ev«iywell-wifhn  to  this 
oonaoy  fa  aitd  out  of  it ;  vain  is  ii  to  talk  of  cha«ti>ing  the  Algehnes,  or  doing 
aaadw  julice  in  any  other  respect,  itU  the  wisdom  antl  force  u(  the  Union 
en  be  moi*  ooncentrmted  and  better  applied." — Washinglun  to  La/ayetlt.  13 
Aagiui,  1787. 
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est  of  the  inhabitants  to  bring  their  produce  to  our 
ports;  and  sure  I  am.  there  is  no  other  tic  by  which 
they  will  long  form  a  link   in  the  chain  of  federal^ 
union.     I  believe,  however,  from  the  temper  in  whicl^l 
those  people  appear  to  be,  and  from  the  ambitious 
and  turbulent  spirit  of  some  of  their  demagogues,] 
that  it  has  become  a  moot  point  to  determine,  (whei 
every  circumstance   which   attends  this  business   isi 
brought  into  view,)  what  is  best  to  be  done.     The 
State  of  Virginia  having  taken  the  matter  up  with  so^ 
high  a  hand,  is  not  among  the  least  embarrassing  or 
disagreeable  parts  of  the  difficulty.     •     *     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


4 
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TO    PATRICK    HENRY. 

MouMT  VutMOM,  S4  September,  17! 

Dear  Sir, 

3n  the  first  moment  after  my  return,  1  take  the 
liberty  of  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  constitution.! 
which  the  federal  convention  has  submitted  to  the 
people   of   these  States,     i    accompany   it  with    no 


'  "  I  itmid  !wo  dajr*  [Oeto.  5-7]  wilh  General  WAJiington  ftt  Mouut  Vctnoi 
about  nx  wcelci  ago.  He  it  in  ]>erfecl  good  health,  and  luok>  almaat  «»  well' 
at  he  did  twenty  yv^n  a|{o.  1  never  mw  liim  ko  keen  (ni  anylliing  in  my  lif« 
as  be  iii  for  the  aUopiloa  o\  the  new  ^clieme  of  Koveittnicnl.  A^  ihe  eye*  oC  all 
Ainerita  are  turned  luwirds  tKis  truly  great  and  good  man  for  the  fint  Pmi- 
dcBt,  I  took  the  liberty  of  sounding  him  upon  it.  He  appcats  to  be  earnMllj 
against  going  into  public  life  again ;  pleads  in  excuse  for  himself  hb  love  ol 
retirement  and  his  adviuiced  age,  but  notwithstanding  ol  these.  I  am  (oily  of 
opinion  he  may  lie  induced  to  appear  once  more  on  the  public  fctagc  o(  life.  I 
form  my  upiniciii  from  what  paucd  between  ui  in  a  very  long  and  serious  coo- 
verution,  dn  well  as  from  what  I  could  gather  from  Mn.  Wujiingion  on  tame 
subject." — AUxantler  Dmatd  to  Themat  Jtfftrum,  is  November,  1787. 
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obsen'ations.  Your  own  judgment  will  at  once  dis- 
cover the  good  and  the  exceptionable  parts  of  it ;  and 
your  experience  of  the  difficulties,  which  have  ever 
arisen  when  attempts  have  been  made  to  reconcile 
such  varict)-'  of  interests  and  local  prejudices,  as  per- 
vade the  several  States,  will  render  explanation  un- 
necessar)'.  I  wish  the  constitution,  which  is  offered, 
had  been  made  more  perfect ;  but  I  sincerely  believe 
it  is  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  at  this  time. 
And.  as  a  constitutional  door  is  opened  for  amend- 
ment hereafter,  the  adoption  of  it,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  Union,  is  in  my  opinion  desirable. 
From  a  variety  of  concurring  accounts  it  appears  to 
me,  that  the  political  concerns  of  this  country  are  in 
a  manner  suspended  by  a  thread,  and  that  the  con- 
vention has  been  looked  up  to,  by  the  rellecting  part 
of  the  community,  with  a  solicitude  which  is  hardly 
to  be  conceived  ;  and,  if  nothing  had  been  agreed  on 
by  that  body,  anarchy  would  soon  have  ensued,  the 
seeds  being  deeply  sown  in  ever>'  soil.     I  am,  &c.' 

'  A  copy  of  tfae  ume  lel(«r  wss  sent  to  Benjamin  Hftfrison,  and  xlso  10 
Tbomu  Xclson. 

"  I  have  to  lament,  that  I  cannot  brin^  my  mind  to  accord  with  the  proposed 
MMtitmion.  The  concern  I  fee)  on  this  account  is  realty  g^'eatcr  than  I  can 
otpnss.  PcThap*  mature  relleciian  may  furnish  me  Tcaions  to  change  mjr 
pK«nt  tentinienli  into  a  confoimity  tvnlh  the  opinion»of  tho»c  penonHgeii,  foi 
whom  I  have  the  highest  reverence."— yo/rjVil-  Ntnry  b>  Waikingtvn,  19 
October.  1787. 

"  I  (eel  mywU  deeply  interested  in  every  ibine  that  you  ha^c  had  a  band  in, 
or  thai  cofBCit  from  yun  ;  and  am  su  well  assured  of  The  tolidiiy  uf  your  judg- 
meni,  and  the  rvciilodc  of  your  iniCBiioDs,  that  1  shall  never  Mick  at  Iriflca  to 
confonn  mytclf  to  your  opinion.  In  the  present  insiancc  I  am  so  totally  onin- 
(onnRi,  aa  to  the  general  situation  of  America,  that  1  con  form  no  judgment  of 
ibc  nrccoity  the  convention  was  under  to  ^vr  ui  i^tich  a  contlilution  as  it  has 
done.  II  oDf  condition  \*  not  very  d^pcrate,  f  have  my  fean  that  the  remedy 
viU  prove  worse  than  th«  disease     Age  malcct  men  often  over  cautious,     1  am 


TO   COLONEL    DAVID    HUMPHREYS. 

MotTNT  Vrknon,  10  October.  1787. 

My  dear  Humphreys. 

Your  favor  of  the  28th  Ulto.  came  duly  to  hand, 
did  the  former  of  June.  With  great  pleasure  I  re-" 
ceived  the  intimation  of  your  spending  the  winter 
under  this  Roof. — The  invitation  was  not  less  sincere, 
than  the  reception  will  be  cordial  The  only  stipula^ 
tions  I  shall  contend  for  are,  that  in  all  things  you 
shall  do  as  you  please— I  will  do  the  same  ;  and  that 
no  ceremony  may  be  used  or  any  restraint  be  imposed^ 
on  any  one. 

The  Constitution  that  is  submitted,  is  not  fre 
from  imperfections,  but  there  are  as  few  radical  de- 
fects in  it  as  could  well  be  expected,  considering  the 
heterogenious  mass  of  which  the  Convention  was 
composed  and  the  diversity  of  interests  that  are  to  be 
attended  to.     As  a  Constitutional  door  is  opened  for 

wilting  to  al(ribnt«  my  fean  to  ihu  canie ;  bnt,  fioin  whalever  lource  tb87 
Spring,  I  cannot  divest  myMlf  of  an  opinion,  ihat  tht  **dt  ci  civil  discord  an 
j^cntifnll)'  sown  in  very  tuany  of  the  powers  Ki^'^i^*  ^'o^^  >o  the  PretidcDt  aad 
Concreai,  and  that,  if  ihe  con»tiluiion  i^  carried  into  cfTevl,  the  Stales  south  of 
the  Potomac  will  be  little  more  than  appendages  10  those  to  the  northward  at 
il.  Vou  will  My  that  general  chafes  are  things  turlthout  force.  They  arc  so  ; 
but,  in  the  prcMMil  instance,  [  do  not  wilbhold  particular  obscfvations  because 
I  wan!  Ihein,  liul  that  1  would  not  tire  your  patience  by  cotcriDg  deeply  into  a 
■nbjecl,  before  I  have  heard  the  reaaon*,  which  operated  in  faror  of  ibc  memv 
nns  taken.  Alter  the  meeitng  of  the  Assembly,  and  beariog  from  thoK,  who 
hti]  a  hand  in  the  work,  the  reai>oii»  lhat  operalcd  w!th  them  In  favor  of  their 
measureii.  I  will  then  more  at  large  give  you  my  seniiinents.  In  the  interim  I 
shall  only  say,  that  my  objections  chiefly  lie  acainst  the  unlimited  powers  tit 
taxation  and  ihe  regvilntions  of  trade,  and  the  jiiritdictions  that  are  to  be  estab> 
lished  in  every  Stale  altogethct  independent  of  their  laws.  Tbe  sword  and 
such  powers  will,  nay,  in  the  nature  of  things  they  must,  tooner  or  later, 
Mtahli^h  a  tyranny  nut  inferior  to  IJic  triumvirate  <yt  cfmtmmviri  0t  Rom*,*' 
Sfftjamin  Harrttom  (v  ti'atJungtiM,  4  October,  1787. 
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future  amendments  and  alterations,  T  think  it  would 

be  wise  in  the  People  to  accept  what  is  offered  to 

them  and  I  wish  it  may  be  by  as  great  a  majority  of 

them  as  it  was  by  that  of  the  Convention ;  but  this  is 

hardly  to  be  expected  because  the  importance  and 

sinister  views  of  too  many  characters,  will  be  affected 

by  the  change. — Much  will   depend   however  upon 

literary  abilities,  and  the  recommendation  of  it  by 

good  pens  should  be  openly^  I  mean,  publickly  afforded 

In  the  Gazettes. — Go  matters  however  as  they  may,  I 

shall  have  the  consolation  to  reflect  that  no  objects 

but  the  public  good^and  that  peace  and  harmony 

which   I   wished  to  see  prevail  in   the  Convention, 

I  obtruded  even  for  a  moment  in  my  bosom  during  the 

whole  Session  long  as  it  was — What  reception  this 

State  will  give  to  the  proceedings  in  all  its  extent  of 

territory,  is  more  than  I  can  inform  you  of ;  in  these 

parts  it  is  advocated  beyond  my  expectation — the  great 

opposition  (if  great  there  should  be)  will  come  from 

the  Southern  and  Western  Counties  from  whence  1 

have  not  as  yet,  received  any  accounts  that  are  to  be 

depended  on. 

I  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  your  Parents ; 
)ut  as  they  lived  to  a  good  old  age  you  could  not  be 
unprepared  for  the  shock,  tho'  it  is  painful  to  bid  an 
everlasting  adieu  to  those  we  love,  or  revere. — Rea- 
son, Religion  and  Philosophy  may  soften  the  anguish 
of  it,  but  time  alone  can  eradicate  it. 

As  I  am  beginning  to  look  for  you,  I  shall  add  no 
more  in  this  letter  but  the  wishes  of  the  Family  and 
the  affectionate  regards  of  a  Sincere  friend,  &c. 


TO  JAMES   MADISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Mount  Veehoh,  io  October,  1787. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo.  It 
came  by  the  last  post  I  am  better  pleased,  that  thoH 
proceedings  of  the  convention  are  submitted  from" 
Congress  by  a  unanimous  vote,  feeble  as  it  is,  than  if 
they  had  appeared  under  strong  marks  of  approbation 
without  it.  This  apparent  unanimity  will  have  its 
efTect.  Not  every  one  has  opportunities  to  peep 
behind  the  curtain  ;  and.  as  the  multitude  are  often 
deceived  by  externals,  the  appearance  of  unanimity 
in  that  body  on  this  occasion  will  be  of  great  import- 
ance. The  political  tenets  of  Colo.  M[ason]  and 
Colo.  R.  H.  L[ee]  are  always  in  unison.  It  may  be 
asked  which  of  them  gives  the  tone.  Without  hesi- 
tation 1  answer  the  latter,  because  I  believe  the  latter 
will  receive  it  from  no  one.  He  has  I  am  informedfl 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  in  Philadelphia,  by  the 
pains  he  took  to  disseminate  his  objections  amongst 
some  of  the  leaders  of  the  seceding  members  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State.  His  conduct  is  not  less 
reprobated  in  this  country  ;  how  it  will  be  relished 
generally  is  yet  to  be  learnt  by  me.'  ^ 

As  far  as  accounts  have  been  received  from  the^ 

'  On  reitchingCaaerctsMulisoa  found  ccritin  idcAs  unfavonbleto  ihcCoD* 
siitution  wore  foslertd  by  Rkh&rd  Henry  Lee  and  I>ane,  cA  MosMchuKttk,  on 
Ihc  ground  hnt  Uiai  the  Conrention  had  exceeded  itspowen  in  deviuog  m.  new 
fiumc  of  government,  itnd  later,  thai  llic  plan  [iropoaed  «rai  ftcrMniJy  defective. 
An  lUlcnipt  to  aiDL-iid  the  Conititution  in  Congreu  wu  fattunalcly  defeated, 
aitd  Coogreui  unsnimoutly  leaolved  to  «nd  the  report  of  the  Convention  to  the 
feipccUvc  legidaiurts,  Io  t>c  (Dbtoitted  to  a  convention  of  ttelegAtes  chosen  by 
Ike  people  in  cacb. 
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southern  and  western  counties,  the  sentiment  with 
respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  is  favor- 
able. Whether  the  knowledge  of  this,  or  conviction 
of  the  impropriety  of  withholding  the  constitution 
from  State  conventions,  has  worked  most  in  the 
breast  of  Colonel  Mason,  I  will  not  decide  ;  but  the  fact 
is,  he  has  declared  unequivocally^in  a  letter  to  me,  for 
its  going  to  the  people.  Had  his  sentiments,  how- 
ever, been  opposed  to  the  measure,  his  instructions, 
which  are  given  by  the  freeholders  of  this  county  to 
their  representatives,  would  have  secured  his  vote 
for  it.  Yet  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  his  assent 
will  be  accompanied  by  the  most  tremendous  appre- 
hensions, which  the  highest  coloring  can  give  to  his 
objections.  To  alarm  the  people  seems  to  be  the 
groundwork  of  his  plan.  The  want  of  a  qualified  navi- 
gation act  is  already  declared  to  be  a  mean  by  wliich  the 
price  of  produce  in  the  southern  States  will  be  reduced 
to  nothing,  and  will  become  monopoly  of  the  eastern 
and  northern  States.  To  enumerate  the  whole  of  his 
objections  is  unnecessary,  because  they  are  detailed  in 
the  address  of  the  seceding  members  of  the  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  (which  no  doubt  you  have  seen.)' 

]  scarcely  think  any  powerful  opposition  will  be 
made  to  the  constitution's  being  submitted  to  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  this  State.  If  it  is  given,  it 
will  be  there,  at  which  1  hope  you  will  make  it  con- 
venient to  be  present.  Explanations  will  be  wanting, 
and  none  can  give  them  with  more  accuracy  and  pro- 


*  Priaied  in  ibc  Pmitiyhania  Faekti,  4  October,  17S7,  tlbo  in  Pmniyhania 
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priety  than  yourself.  The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Henry, 
with  respect  to  the  constitution,  are  not  known  in 
these  parts.  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  who  it  seems  was 
in  Alexandria  before  the  convention  broke  up,  was  of 
opinion,  that  they  would  not  be  inimical  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  it.  Others  think,  as  the  advocate  of  a 
paper  emission,  he  cannot  be  friendly  to  a  constitu- 
tion which  is  an  effectual  bar. 

From  circumstances,  which  have  been  related,  it  is 
conjectured  that  the  Governor  *  wishes  he  had  been 
among  the  subscribing  members ;  but  time  will  dis- 
close more  than  we  know  at  present,  with  respect  to 
the  whole  of  the  business,  and,  when  I  hear  more,  I 
will  write  to  you  again.  In  the  mean  while  I  pray  you 
to  be  assured  of  the  sincere  regard  and  affection  with 
which  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 

P.  S.  Having  received,  (in  a  letter)  from  Colonel 
Mason,  a  detail  in  writing  of  his  objections  to  the 
proposed  constitution,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  them.* 

<  Etlmant]  Rui^olpK  His  refasal  to  sign  vks  set  down  to  his  chagrin  in  not 
hcinfi  «M(  10  cftrry  eT<eiy  thin£  his  own  w»,  koA  to  his  desire  for  popnlaritj. 

*  Colonel  MANon  s«jd,  in  the  letter  here  relen<d  to  :  "  I  I&ke  the  libertr  to 
enclose  to  viin  my  oVi)e^''tion<^  to  the  new  coostinition  of  government,  whidi  n 
little  m>virr«iion  «ti<1  temper  tt  the  Uner  end  of  the  coaTmtion  might  have 
remox-et).  1  nm.  howcrer,  mosJ  decidedly  of  opanion,  thsit  it  onght  U>  be  snb- 
miUcd  !.■•  ihc  people  for  th«t  {special  pnrpose  ;  Mid,  sfaoold  «ny  Utempt  be  made 
10  pTwenl  the  fitllinf;  of  ncJi  ft  convention  heic,  such  a  measure  shall  have 
ewn-  opposition  in  my  power  to  c"«  il.  Von  will  readily  observe,  that  my 
oh^t^ions  are  nM  nom^r.-ws  (the  (freater  part  d  the  endosed  paper  containing 
^c«~.^rlinc  npon  thf  priihahic  effect*  of  ibe  exceptionable  pans),  dxngh  in  my 
mind  some  .-tl  them  are  capital  one*." — October  Tth, 

Ma^'iri'is  o^K^"l)t1nK  are  pn^^ed  in  Ford,  PemfUeti  tm  the  Cautitmtitm,  337. 
^Ws^ITk  ani>«-er  may  be  foiin<l  in  tbe  same  collection. 

"  A»  the  encloKP-i  Ad^-ertiw*  contains  a  i^ieech  of  Mr.  Wilson's  (as  able,  can- 
did and  honeiii  a  membet  as  [was}  in  ooavention)  wfai<^  will  place  the  noat 
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TO   HENRY   KNOX. 

Mount  Vernoh,  Ociober.  1787. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  came  duly  to  hand. 
The  fourth  day  after  leaving  Philadelphia  I  reached 
home,  and  found  Mrs,  Washington  and  the  family 
tolerably  well,  but  the  fruits  of  tlie  earth  almost  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  one  of  the  severest  droughts  (in 
this  neighborhood,)  that  has  ever  been  experienced. 
The  crops  pretty  generally  have  been  injured  in  this 
State  below  the  mountains,  but  not  to  the  degree 
that  mine,  and  some  others  in  a  small  circle  around 
mc,  have  suffered. 

The  constitution  is  now  before  the  judgment-seat. 
It  has.  as  was  expected,  its  adversaries  and  support- 
ers. Which  will  preponderate  is  yet  to  be  decided. 
The  former  more  than  probably  will  be  most  active, 
as  [he  major  part  of  them  will,  it  is  to  be  feared,  be 
governed  by  sinister  and  self-important  motives,  to 
which  every  thing  in  their  breasts  must  yield.  The 
opposition  from  another  class  of  them  may  perhaps, 
(if  they  should  be  men  of  reflection,  candor,  and  in- 
fomiation,)  subside  in  the  solution  of  the  following 

pof  H[aMa'»]  objection!  in  Iheir  tnjc  point  of  light,  I  acnd  it  lo  you.     The  re* 
publication  will  (if  you  can  ft«l  it  done)  be  xerviceftble  kt  thi«  jtinctuie.     His 
^l|p*o  fftCio  obiection  does  not,  I  believe  re<|uire  any  ariKWer  :  every  mirnl  must 
tot]  at  the  idea.     And  with  reaped  to  the  navigation  act.  I  am  misialcca  if 
D7  men,  bocliet  of  in«ti,  or  Countries,  will  enter  into  any  cumpnu-t  or  Irraiy, 
if  one  of  ihc  three  is  lo  liavt;  a  ne^^tivc  control  over  the  other  two.     Sut  grant- 
thai   it   it  an  evil,  it  will  inlallihly   work  Hi  owd  cure.     There  tnu^t  he 
iprocily,  or  no  union.     Which  of  the  two  is  prefcroble,  will  not  become  a 
in  ibc  mind  of  anylruc  palrioi."^ffifjiitn/^/im  ta  David  Stuart,  17 
r,  1787-  WOioa'a  ipcech  isin  Ford,  PamfkUh  oh  tAr  CoitstUutum,  155. 
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simple  questions,     i.    Is  the  constitution,  which  i" 
submitted  by  the  convention,  preferable  to  the  gov- 
ernment, (if  it  can  be  called  one,)  under  which  we 
now  live  ?     2.   Is  it   probable  that  more  confidence 
would  at  the  time  be  placed  In  another  convention, 
provided  the  experiment  should  be  tried,  than  was 
placed  in  the  last  one.  and  is  it  likely  that  a  better 
agreement  would  take  place  therein  ?     What  would 
be  the  consequences  if  these  should  not  happen,  oJ 
even  from  the  delay,  which  must   inevitably  follow 
such  an  experiment  ?     Is  there  not  a  constitutional 
door  open  for  alterations  or  amendments  ?  and  is  it 
not  likely  that  real  defects  will  be  as  readily  discov- 
ered after  as  before  trial?  and  will  not  oursuccessonH 
be  as  ready  to  apply  the  remedy  as  ourselves,  if  occa^^ 
sion  should  require  it?     To  think  otherwise  will,  in 
my  judgment,  be  ascribing  more  of  the  amor  patria^ 
more  wisdom  and  more  virtue  to  ourselves,  than 
think  we  deserve. 

It  Is  highly  probable,  that  the  refusal  of  our  Gov- 
ernor and  Colonel  Mason  to  subscribe  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention  will  have  a  bad  effect  in  this 
State ;  for,  as  you  well  observe,  they  must  not  only 
assign  reasons  for  the  justification  of  their  own  conduct, 
but  it  is  highly  probable  that  these  reasons  will  be 
clothed  in  most  terrific  array  for  the  purpose  of  alarm- 
ing.' Some  things  are  already  addressed  to  the  fears 
of  the  people,  and  will  no  doubt  have  their  effect 

'  Rnndolph  L-xplained  hU  podtion  in  ft  Witer  Xa  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Delcgitc^,  10  October,  1787.  Il  was  widely  <:ir<:\ilBted  in  the  ncwspapcn.  end 
l>ri»[ed  in  pamphlet  form.  It  was  reprinted  in  Ford,  Pampkiftt  tm  tkf  €001. 
itilutiom,  3sg. 
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As  far,  however,  as  the  sense  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  taken,  it  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed constitution.  Further  I  cannot  speak  with 
precision.  If  a  powerful  opposition  is  given  to  it, 
the  weight  thereof  will,  I  apprehend,  come  from  the 
south  side  of  James  River,  and  from  the  western 
counties.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

MovNT  VsiLNON,  ]8  October,  1787. 


J  Dear  Sir. 
Your  favor  without  date  came  to  my  hand  by  the 
last  post.     It  is  with  unfeigned  concern  1  perceive 
ihat  a  political  dispute  has  arisen  between  Governor 
Clinton  and  yourself.     For  both  of  you  I  have  the 
bighest  esteem  and  regard.     But,  as  you  say  it  is  in- 
sinuated by  some  of  your  political  adversaries,  and 
may  obtain  credit,  '•  that  you  palmed  yourself  upon 
me,  and  was  dismissed  from  my  family,"  and  call  upon 
mc  to  do  you  justice  by  a  recital  of  the  facts,  I  do 
therefore  explicitly  declare,  that  both  charges  are  en- 
tirely unfounded.     With  respect  to  the  first,  1  have 
no  cause  to  believe,  that  you  took  a  single  step  to 
accomplish,  or  had  the  most  distant  idea  of  receiving 
an  appointment  in  my  family  till  you  were  invited 
^|lto  it ;  and.  with  respect  to  the  second,  that  your 
^^uilting  it  was  altogether  the   effect  of  your   own 
choice. 

When  the  situation  of  this  country  calls  loudly  for 
vigor  and  unanimity,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  gentle- 
men of  talents  and  character  should  disagree  in  their 
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sentiments  for  promoting  the  public  weal ;  but  unfor- 
tunately this  ever  has  been,  and  most  probably  ever_ 
will  be,  the  case  in  the  affairs  of  mankind.  fl 

Having  scarcely  been  from  home  since  my  return 
from  Philadelphia,  I  can  give  little  information  with 
respect  to  the  general  reception  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion in  this  State.  In  Alexandria,  however,  and  some 
of  the  adjacent  counties,  it  was  embraced  with  an  en- 
thusiastic warmth  of  which  I  had,  no  conception. 
expect,  notwithstanding,  violent  opposition  will  b« 
given  to  it  by  some  characters  of  weight  and  influence' 
in  the  State  Mrs.  Washington  unites  with  me  inj 
best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Hamilton  and  yourself.   1  am,  &( 


TO   JAMES    MADISON,    IN   CONGRE.<& 

HooHT  Vebmon,  m  October,  ■: 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

When  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  was  possessed  of  ver 
little  information  of  the  sentiments  of  this  State  onJ 
the  new  constitution  beyond  the  circle  of  Alexandria. 
Since,  by  the  last  post,  1  have  received  a  letter  from 
a  member  of  the  assembly  in  Richmond,'  containing 
the  following  paragraphs.  ^H 

"  I  believe  such  an  instance  has  not  happened  before  since  the 
revoluiion,  that  there  should  be  a  House  on  the  6rst  day  of  the 
session,  and  business  immediately  taken  up.  This  was  not  only 
the  case  on  Monday,  but  there  was  a  full  House  when  Mr.  Pren- 
tiss was  called  up  to  (he  chair  as  speaker,  there  being  no  opposi- 
tion.   Thus  the  session  has  commenced  peaceably. 

'  David  Staart,  or  Gushrod  WMhinglon. 
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"II  give*  me  much  pleasure  lo  inform  you,  that  the  sentiments 
of  the  members  are  infinitely  more  favorable  to  the  constitution, 
than  the  most  zealous  advocates  for  it  could  have  expected. 
I  have  not  met  with  one  in  all  my  inquiries  (and  I  have  made 
them  with  great  diligcocc)  opposed  to  it,  except  Mr.  Henry,  who 
I  have  beard  is  so,  but  could  only-  conjecture  it  from  a  conversa- 
tion rith  him  on  the  subject.  Other  merobers,  who  have  also 
been  active  in  their  inquiries,  tell  me  that  they  have  met  with 
ttOM  opposed  to  it.  It  is  said,  however,  that  old  Mr.  Cabell  of 
Aaherst  disapproves  of  it.  Mr.  Nicholas  has  declared  himself  a 
WHnii  friend  to  it.  The  transmissory  note  of  Congress  was  be- 
fore us  lo  day,  when  Mr.  Henry  declared,  thatii  transcended  our 
pcmeis  to  decide  on  the  constitution,  that  it  must  go  before  a 
cODvention. — as  it  was  insinuated  he  ivould  aim  at  preventing 
thtt,  much  pleasure  was  discovered  at  the  declaration 

"Thursday  next  (the  25th)  is  fixed  upon  for  taking  up  the 
queiiioo  of  calling  the  convention,  and  fixing  the  time  of  its 
neettag.  In  the  mean  time  five  thousand  copies  are  ordered 
to  be  printed,  to  be  dispersed  by  the  members  in  their  respective 
coanties  for  the  information  of  the  people.  I  cannot  forbear 
neiiiioning,  that  the  Chancellor  Pendleton  espouses  ihe  consti- 
tution so  warmly,  as  to  declare  he  will  give  it  his  aid  in  a  conven- 
tion if  his  health  will  permit.  As  there  are  few  better  judges  of 
nchiubjects,  this  must  be  deemed  a  fortunate  circumstance." 


As  the  above  quotation  is  the  sum  of  my  informa- 

tfon,  I  shall  add  nothing  more  on  the  subject  of  the 

proposed  government  at  this  time. 

.      Mr.  C.  Pinckney  is  unwilling,  (I   perceive  by  the 

'enclosures  contained  in  your  favor  of  the   13th,)  to 

lose  any  fame  that  can  be  acquired  by  the  publication 

iof  his  sentiments.     If  the  subject  of  the  navigation 

of  the   Mississippi    could    have  remained  as    silent, 

and  glided  as  gently  down  the  stream  of  time  for  a 

rhile,  as  the  waters  do  that  are  contained  within  the 
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banks,  it  would,  I  confess,  have  comported  more  wit 
ray  ideas  of  sound  policy,  than  any  decision  that  can 
be  come  to  at  this  day.     With  sentiments  the  most 
affectionate  and  friendly,  1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   HATHEW   CAREY. 

Mount  Vkknon,  v^  October.  1787. 

Str, 

The  last  post  brought  me  your  letterof  the  22d. 
your  application  to  me  for  the  loan  of  ;^ioo  is  at 
evidence  of  your  unacquaintedness  with  my  inabilil 
to  lend  money.  To  be  candid — my  expenditures  are 
never  behind  my  income— and  this  year  (occasioned 
by  the  severest  drouth  that  ever  was  known  in  thi^_ 
neighborhood)  instead  of  selling  grain  which  hereto^ 
fore  has  been  my  principal  source  of  revenue  it  is 
not;^500  that  will  purchase  enough  for  the  support 
of  my  family. — After  this  disclosure  of  my  situation 
you  will  be  readily  persuaded  that  inclination  to  serve 
virithout  the  means  of  accomplishing  it,  is  of  little 
avail. — This  however  is  the  fact  so  far  as  it  respects 
the  point  in  question.  ^f 

As  you  seem  anxious  that  the  contents  of  youi^ 
letter  should   not   be   known    I   put  It   in  your  own 
power  to  destroy  it  by  returning  it  under  the  same 
cover  with  this. 

1  wish  succss  to  your  Museum,  and  am,  &c' 

)  "  I  should  be  glad  to  knavr  predtcly  whether  I  am  to  expect  kny  and  what 
part  of  the  ^200  on  which  yoii  auureil  mc  in  Philadelphia  I  might  absolutely 
ttX-f.  and  ihe  halt  of  which  you  infunuetl  mc  in  Xovembcr,  thoold  b«  »CDt  to  mc 
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TO  ARCHIBALD   JOHNSTON. 

Moi'NT  VlRNON.  30  Oclober,  1787. 

Sir. 

My  fixed  determination  is,  that  no  person  whatever 
shall  hunt  upon  my  grounds  or  waters. — To  grant 
leave  to  one,  and  refuse  another,  would  not  only  be 
drawing  a  line  of  discrimination  which  would  be 
offensive,  but  would  subject  one  to  great  inconven- 
ience— for  my  strict  and  positive  orders  to  all  my 
people  are  if  they  hear  a  gun  fired  upon  my  Land  to 
go  immediately  in  pursuit  of  it. — Permission  there- 
fore to  any  one  would  keep  them  either  always  in 
pursuit — or  make  them  inattentive  to  my  orders 
under  the  supposition  of  its  belonging  to  a  licensed 
person  by  which  means  I  should  be  obtruded  upon 
by  others  who  to  my  cost  I  find  had  other  objects  in 
view.  Besides,  as  I  have  not  lost  my  relish  for  this 
sport  when  I  can  find  time  to  indulge  myself  in  it, 
and  Gentlemen  who  come  to  the  House  are  pleased 
with  it,  it  is  my  wish  not  to  have  the  game  within 
my  jurisdiction  disturbed.  For  these  reasons  I  beg 
you  will  not  take  my  refusal  amiss,  because  I  would 
give  the  same  to  my  brother  if  he  lived  off  my  land. 

I  am,  &c 


by  •jtn.i  servant  ia  len  days  if  you  conld  not  gel  Ibe  resiJuc.     I  hare  put  the 

»)henll  tA  tbii  contity  ofl  three  times ;  '\i  he  comes  agmin  I  mutt,  if  I  have  no 
fuilhci  expectation  from  you,  suffer  him  to  make  disiress.  as  1  raised  nolbing 
iMt  year  for  kale,  and  allotted  Ihii  money  lor  the  payment  of  my  taxes.  .  .  . 
Ib  the  moming  I  >hali  Icare  home  for  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Polo* 
flUckCo.,  at  the  Falls  of  [lie  Shenamluah,  from  whence  I  do  not  expect  to  be 
mnmcd  in  lew  than  len  day»." — IVtuhingion  to  ycAtt  Francit  Mtretr,  tl 

Janiury.  178*. 
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TO   ARTHUR   YOUNG. 


Mount  Vukon.  1  Norembcr.  1787. 
*  «  « 


•tt  «  * 

Before  I  undertake  to  give  the  information  you 
request,  respecting  the  arrangements  of  farms  in  this 
neighborhood,  &c.,  I  must  observe  that  there  is,  per- 
haps, scarcely  any  part  of  America,  where  farming 
has  been  less  attended  to  than  in  this  State.     The 
cultivation  of  tobacco  has  been  almost  the  sole  objecta 
with  men  of  landed  property,   and  consequently    a" 
regular  course  of  crops  have  never  been   in   view. 
The  general  custom  has  been,  first  to  raise  a  crop  of 
Indian  corn  (maize)  which  according  to  the  mode  oW 
cultivation,  is  a  good  preparation  for  wheat ;  then  a 
crop  of  wheat ;  after  which  the  ground  is  respited^ 
(except  from  weeds,  and  every  trash  that  can  contnb^ 
ute  to  its  foulness)  for  about  eighteen  months;  and 
so  on,  alternately,  without  any  dressing,  till  the  land 
is  exhausted  ;  when  it  is  turned  out,  without  being 
sown  with  grass-seeds,  or  any  method  taken  to  restore 
it ;  and  another  piece  is  ruined  in  the  same  manner. 
No  more  cattle  is  raised  than  can  be  supported  byl^ 
lowland  meadows,   swamps,  &c.,  and  the  tops  ant 
blades  of  Indian  corn  ;    as  very  few   persons  have' 
attended  to  sowing  grasses,  and  connecting  cattle. 
with  their  crops.     The  Indian  com  is  the  chief  su^ 
port  of  the  laborers  and   horses.     Our  lands,  as 
mentioned  in  my  first  letter  to  you,  were  originally 
very  good ;    but  use,   and  abuse,  have  made    themi 
quite  otherwise. 

The  above  is  the  mode  of  cultivation  which  h: 
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been  generally  pursued  here,  but  the  system  of 
husbandry  which  lias  been  found  so  beneficial  in 
England,  and  which  must  be  greatly  promoted 
by  your  valuable  annals,  is  now  gaining  ground. 
There  are  several  (among  which  I  may  class  my- 
self), who  are  endeavoring  to  get  into  your  regular 
and  systematic  course  of  cropping,  as  fast  as  the 
nature  of  the  business  will  admit  ;  so  that  I  hope 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  we  shall  make  a 
more  respectable  figure  as  farmers,  than  we  have 
hitherto  done. 

I  will,  agreeable  to  your  desire,  give  you  the  prices 
of  our  products  as  nearly  as  I  am  able  ;  but  you 
will  readily  conceive  from  the  foregoing  account, 
that  they  cannot  be  given  with  any  precision.  Wheat, 
for  the  four  last  years,  will  average  about  4s.  ster- 
ling per  bushel,  of  eight  gallons.  Rye.  about  as. 
4d. — Oats,  IS.  6d. — Beans,  pease,  &c.,  have  not  been 
sold  in  any  quantities. — Barley  is  not  made  here, 
from  a  prevailing  opinion  that  the  climate  Is  not 
adapted  to  it ;  I  however,  in  opposition  to  preju- 
dice, sowed  about  50  bushels  last  spring,  and  found 
that  it  yielded  a  proportionate  quantity  with  any 
other  kind  of  grain  which  I  sowed  ;  I  might  add, 
more.  Cows  may  be  bought  at  about  3I.  sterling, 
per  head.  Cattle  for  the  slaughter  vary  from  2jd. 
to  4^  sterling  per  lb.,  the  former  being  the  cur- 
rent price  in  summer ;  the  latter  in  the  winter  or 
spring.  Sheep  at  12s.  sterling,  per  head  ;  and  wool 
at  IS.  sterling  per  lb.  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  the 
price  of  labor,  as  the  land  is  cultivated  here  wholly 
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by  slaves,  and  the  price  of  labor  in  the  towns  is" 
fluctuating,    and    governed    altogether   by    circum-^ 
stances. 


•     « I 


TO   JAMES    MADISON,    IN   CONGRESS. 

Mount  Ve&ko?(,  5  Novcabcr,  i^ 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  1 8th  ulto.  came  duly  to  hand.- 
As  no  subject  is  more  interesting,  and  seems  so  much 
to  engross  the  attention  of  ever>'  one  as  the  pro- 
posed Constitution  I  shall,  (though  it  is  probable 
your  communications  from  Richmond  are  regular  and 
full  with  respect  to  this,  and  other  matters,  which 

'  "  Yott  Kire  me  some  rcuon  to  hope  (or  Uk  rcwh  ot  y««r  tkot^ktr,  or 
txptrimtmu,  on  11  more  eligible  system  o(  agrimJtsrc. — To  receive  il  wo«dd 
■floid  mc  pleasure. — Thai  the  aoc  which  ii  now  in  gcDcral  practice  (if  ii  can 
be  calteii  a  tyitem)  is  beyond  description  rainoni  to  onr  lands,  need  no  other 
proof  of  the  fact  tbau  the  gullied  and  exhauiled  slate  of  them,  which  is  eifcr; 
where  to  lie  met  with— but  what  change  ii  muil  likely  to  fcitore  the  land  with 
inch  means  as  it  in  oiir  power  to  apply  which  will  at  (he  mme  time  be  pro- 
dactive  to  the  Proprietor,  is  the  question — and  an  imporlftnl  one — •  question 
too  which  admiu  of  no  other  saliaractory  Mlulion  thtn  tudi  u  b  derived  Uam 
•  »iirri*Df  eaperimenla  by  intctliccnt  and  obserrani  farmers;  who  will  ooto- 
bine  things  and  circumsiancett  (ngdher — Theoretical  opinintis  should  hare  no 
■hare  in  the  deicrminaiion,  and  what  »  good  and  pruiitablc  husbandry  in  one 
Country,  may  not  be  so  iu  ariutUer — Article*  wbidi  are  very  saleable  in  Europe 
might  ^nd  no  tnaiket  in  America,  and.  if  produced  abundiuitly  would  answer 
no  other  end  tb.in  to  oncunibcT  our  Biircii  or  Granaries.  Consequently  two 
things  [Quit  be  engrafted  into  our  plan,  isl  Crops  whidi  are  useful  on  our 
(arBiii,  or  saleable  in  our  markets — and  >d  the  iniermiiing  these  crops  bjr  radi 
relaiioni  and  with  such  dreanlngt  as  will  improve,  instead  of  eahautJng  our 
lands. — To  effect  these  is  the  great  desiderata  oF  Fanning,  and  oafffat  to  be  the 
pursuit  of  every  farmer. — Oa  this  ground  every  experiment  is  a  Ireaaare— and 
the  aulhors  of  ihem  vnluablc  members  of  Society, — Hence  alto  the  Sodetie* 
which  are  formed  for  the  encouragcmenl,  and  proDnuluaLion,  of  these  expeii^H 
Bials,  iu  other  Country's  have  rendered  such  eraentta]  services  to  Uic  improveo^ 
and  Improving  States  of  agrictilnire  in  the  old  world  and  are  ao  worthy  of 
imiution  in  the  new." — Wathit^tau  A»  CkarUt  Carter,  ao  January,  1788. 
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employ  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly)  give  you 
the  extract  of  a  letter  from  Doct  Stuart,  which 
follows — 

"Yesterday  (the  26lh  of  Oct.)  according  to  appointment,  the 
calling  of  a  Convention  of  the  people  was  discussed.— Though 
no  one  doubted  a  pretty  general  unanimity  on  this  question  utti- 
matcly,  yet,  it  was  feared  from  the  avowed  opposition  of  Mr. 
Henry  and  Mr.  Harrison,  that  an  attempt  would  be  made,  to  do 
it  in  a  manner  thai  would  convey  to  the  people  an  unfavorable 
impression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  with  respect  to  the  Con- 

|:nitution  ;  and  this  was  accordingly  attempted. —  It  was  however 
soon  baffled. — ^The  motion  was  to  this  effect ;  that  a  Convention 
should  be  called  to  adopt — reject — or  amend— the  proposed 
Constitution. — 

"  As  this  conveyed  an  idea  that  the  House  conceived  an  amend- 
ment necessary  it  wa*  rejected  as  improper, — It  now  stands 
tecommeaded  to  them,  on  (I  think)  unexceptionable  ground,  for 
their  full  and  free  consideration. —  My  colleague  arrived  here  on 
the  evening  before  this  question  was  taken  np  ;  I  am  apt  to  think 
that  the  opponents  to  the  Constitution  were  much  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  support  from  him,  as  he  not  only  de- 

Itlared  himself  in  the  fullest  manner  for  a  Convention,  but  also, 
that  notwithstanding  his  objections,  so  federal  was  he,  that  he 
would  adopt  it,  if  nothing  better  could  be  obtained. — The  time 
SI  which  the  Convention  is  to  meet,  is  fixed  to  the  first  of  June 
neit. — The  variety  of  sentiments  on  this  subject  was  almost 
infinite;  neither  friends  or  foes  agreeing  in  any  one  period. — 

[There  is  to  be  no  exclusion  of  persons  on  acct.  of  their  Offices.* 

^  "  The  new  constilntion  has,  at  ihe  public  |>ruiu  will  have  inrormed  yon, 
^MCB  funded  to  ihe  p«opl«  of  this  State  by  an  ungnimont  vote  of  (be  Aiscinbly  ; 
but  ii  is  not  to  be  infcmil  (lom  hence,  that  it*  opponeatt  ur«  silenced.  On 
ihe  conlrnfy.  Ihere  are  many,  and  some  powerful  ones :  some  of  whom,  it  is 
laid,  by  ovcnhooting  the  markt,  have  leuened  their  weight.  Be  this  u  it  may, 
tbdr  Bsmduity  Uanda  unrivalled,  whilst  the  friend*  to  Ihe  conttjtuiion  content 
^nuelvet  with  a  bore  avnwal  u(  their  approbation  ol  it.  Thut  standi  the 
Ullcr  at  preMOt  in  the  State.  I  think  neverthelen  the  voice  Is  for  it,"— 
Washington  to  Hamilton,  lo  November.  1787. 
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"  Notwithstanding  this  decision  the  accounts  of  the  prevailing 
sealimcnts  without,  especially  on  James  river  and  Westwardly, 
arc  various.— Nothing  decisive,  I  believe,  can  be  drawn — As  far 
as  I  can  form  an  opinion  however,  from  different  persons,  it 
should  <»ccm  as  if  Men  judged  of  others,  by  their  own  uiFection 
or  disaffection  to  the  proposed  government. — In  the  Northern 
Keck  the  sentiment  I  believe,  Is  very  generally  for  it. — I  thinlt  it 
will  be  found  such  thro  the  State." 

The  Doctor  further  adds: 

"  The  subject  of  British  debts  was  taken  up  the  other  day 
when  Mr.  Henry,  reflected  in  a  ver)*  warm  declamatory  manner, 
on  the  circular  letter  of  Congress,  on  that  subject. — It  is  a  great 
and  important  matter  and  I  hope  will  be  determined  as  it  should 
be  notwithstanding  his  opjiosition."  ' 

So  far  as  the  sentiments  of  Mar>'land,  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  Constitution,  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  they  are  strongly  in  favor  of  it ;  but  as 
this  is  the  day  on  which  the  Assembly  of  that  State 
ouglu  to  meet,  I  will  say  nothing  in  anticipation  of 
the  opinion  of  it.  Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrolton,  and  Mr. 
Thos.  Johnson,  are  declared  friends  to  it. 

With  sincere  regards  and  affect. 


I 

\ 
I 


TO   BUSHROD    WASHINGTON. 

Dn  Mount  VsRKOH,  to  November,  1387. 

EAR  BuSHROD, 

In  due  course  of  post  your  letters  of  the  19th  and] 
26th  ultimo  came  to  hand,  and  I   thank  you  for  the 
communications  therein, — for  a  continuation  in  mat- 

'  "WElh  cupecC  to  British  debts,  I  wimld  (sin  hope,  let  the  eloquence  ot 
abittiics  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  l>e  whnl  they  may,  thai  the  good  sane  ud 
justice  of  this  State  will  never  tuRer  n  viokcion  of  the  treaty,  or  pass  acts  oE 
tnittttiec  10  !n<livi<liulti.  Honesty  in  States,  as  well  ss  iodividuab,  wiU  ever  bo 
found  the  soandesl  policy." — Wathingtctt  u  Stuart,  5  November,  1787. 


I7«7] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


183 


5  of  importance  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you.  That 
the  Assembly  would  afford  the  people  an  opportunity 
of  deciding  on  the  proposed  constitution,  I  had 
scarcely  a  doubt.  The  only  question  with  me  was, 
whether  it  would  go  forth  under  favorable  auspices, 
or  receive  the  stamp  of  disapprobation.  The  oppo- 
nents I  expected  (for  it  ever  has  been,  that  the 
adversaries  to  a  measure  are  more  active  than  Its 
friends,)  would  endeavor  to  stamp  it  with  unfavora- 
ble impressions,  in  order  to  bias  the  judgment,  that 
is  ultimately  to  decide  on  It.  This  is  evidently  the 
case  with  the  writers  in  opposition,  whose  objections 
are  better  calculated  to  alarm  the  fears,  than  to  con- 
vince the  judgment,  of  their  readers.  They  build 
their  objections  upon  principles,  that  do  not  exist, 
which  the  constitution  does  not  support  them  in,  and 
the  existence  of  which  has  been,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
constitution  itself,  flatly  denied  ;  and  then,  as  if  they 
were  unanswerable,  draw  all  the  dreadful  consequences 
that  are  necessary  to  alarm  the  apprehensions  of  the 
ignorant  or  unthinking.  It  is  not  the  interest  of  the 
major  part  of  those  characters  to  be  convinced  ;  nor 
[will  their  local  views  yield  to  arguments,  which  do 
inot  accord  with  their  present  or  future  prospects, 

A  candid  solution  of  a  single  question,  to  which 
'the  plainest  understanding  is  competent,  does,  in  my 
opinion,  decide  the  dispute  ;  namely.  Is  it  best  for  the 
States  to  unite  or  not  to  unite?  If  there  are  men, 
who  prefer  the  latter,  then  unquestionably  the  consti- 
tution which  is  offered  must,  in  their  estimation,  be 
irrong  from  the  words,  "  We  tke people"  to  the  signa- 


ture,  inclusively;  but  those,  who  think  differently,^^ 
and  yet  object  to  parts  of  it.  would  do  well  to  con- j 
sider,  that  it  does  not  lie  with  any  one  State,  or  thei| 
minority  of  the  States,  to  supcrstruct  a  constitution 
for  the  whole.     The  separate  interests,  as  far  as  it  is 
practicable,  must  be  consolidated  ;  and  local  views 
must  be  attended  to,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit     Hence  it  is,  that  every  State  has  somd| 
objection  to  the  present  form,  and  these  objections 
are  directed  to  different  points.     That  which  is  most 
pleasing  to  one  is  obnoxious  to  another,  and  so  vice 
versd.     If  then  the  union  of  the  whole  is  a  desirable 
object,  the  component  parts  must  yield  a  little  in 
order  to   accomplish   it.      Without   the   latter,   the 
former  is  unattainable  ;  for  again  I  repeat  it,  that  not 
a  single  State,  nor  the  minority  of  the  States,  can 
force  a  constitution  on  the  majority.     But,  admitting, 
the  power,  it  will  surely  be  granted,  that  it  cannot  be 
done  without  involving  scenes  of  civil  commotion, 
a  very  serious  nature. 

Let  the  opponents  of  the  proposed  constitution  ia^ 
this  State  be  asked,  and  it  is  a  question  they  certainly 
ought  to  have  asked  themselves,  what  line  of  conduct 
they  would  advise  to  adopt,  if  nine  other  States,  ofifl 
which  I  think  there  is  little  doubt,  should  accede  to^ 
the  constitution.  Would  they  recommend,  that  it 
should  stand  single  ?  Will  they  connect  it  with 
Rhode  Island  ?  Or  even  with  two  others  checker- 
wise,  and  remain  with  them,  as  outcasts  from  the 
society,  to  shift  for  themselves  ?  Or  will  they  return 
to  their  dependence  on  Great  Britain  ?    Or,  lastly^ 
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liave  the  mortification  to  come  in  when  they  will  be 
allowed  no  credit  for  doing  so  ? 

The  warmest  friends  and  the  best  supporters  the 
constitution  has.  do  not  contend  that  it  is  free  from 
imperfections ;  but  they  found  them  unavoidable, 
and  are  sensible,  If  evil  is  likely  to  arise  therefrom, 
the  remedy  must  come  hereafter ;  for  in  the  present 
moment  It  is  not  to  be  obtained  ;  and,  as  there  is  a 
constitutional  door  open  for  it,  I  think  the  people 
(for  it  is  with  them  to  judge),  can,  as  they  will  have 
ihe  advantage  of  experience  on  their  side,  decide 
with  as  much  propriety  on  the  alterations  and  amend- 
ments which  are  necessary,  as  ourselves.  I  do  not 
think  we  are  more  inspired,  have  more  wisdom,  or 
possess  more  virtue,  than  those  who  will  come  after  us. 

(,  The  power  under  the  constitution  will  always  be 
m  the  people.  It  is  intrusted  for  certain  defined 
purposes,  and  for  a  certain  limited  period,  to  repre- 
sentatives of  their  own  choosing ;  and,  whenever  it 
is  executed  contrary  to  their  interest,  or  not  agree- 
able to  their  wishes,  their  servants  can  and  undoubt- 
edly will  be  recalled.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
no  government  can  be  well  administered  without 
powers ;  yet,  the  instant  these  are  delegated,  al- 
though those,  who  are  intrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion, are  no  more  than  the  creatures  of  the  people, 
act  as  it  were  but  for  a  day,  and  are  amenable  for 
every  false  step  they  take,  they  are,  from  the  moment 
they  receive  it,  set  down  as  tyrants ;  their  natures, 

Iiey  would  conceive  from  this,  immediately  changed, 
id  that  they  can  have  no  other  disposition  but  to  op- 


i86 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[■787 

tutcdfl 


press.     Of  these  things,  in  a  government  constltut( 
and  guarded    as  ours   is,    1    have  no  idea  ;  and  do' 
firmly  believe,   that,  whilst  many  ostefuible  reasons 
are  assigned  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  it.  the  real 
ones  are  concealed  behind  the  curtains,  because  the/fl 
are  not  of  a  nature  to  appear  in  open  day.     I  believe 
further,    supposing   them  pure,  that   as   great   evils 
result   from    too   great  jealousy   as   from  the   want 
of  it.     We  need  look,  I  think,  no  further  for  proof 
of  this,  than  to  the  constitution  of  some,  if  not  all,  of 
these    States.     No    man    is   a   warmer  advocate  for 
proper  restraints  and  wholesome  checks  in  every  de-™ 
partmcnt   of  government,  than    I    am  ;  but    I   hav^B 
never  yet   been   able    to   discover  the  propriety  of 
placing  it  absolutely  out  of    the  power   of  men  tofl 
render  essential  services,  because  a  possibility  remains 
of  their  doing  ill. 

If  Mr.  Ronald  can  place  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try upon  so  respectable  a  footing  as  he  has  intimated, 
he  will  deserve  much  of  its  thanks.  In  the  attempt, 
my  best  wishes,  I  have  nothing  more  to  offer,  will 
accompany  him.  I  hope  there  remains  virtue  enough 
in  the  Assembly  of  this  State  to  preserve  inviolate 
public  treaties  and  private  contracts.  If  these  are 
infringed,  farewell  to  respectability  and  safety  in  the 
government.  ^ 

I  have  possessed  a  doubt,  but  if  any  had  existed  in" 
my  breast,  reiterated  proofs  would  have  convinced 
me  of  the  impolicy  of  all  commutable  taxes.      If  w« 
cannot  learn  wisdom  from  experience,  it  is  hard  t( 
say  where  it  is  to  be  found.     But  why  talk  of  learn- 
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ing  it.     These  things  are  mere  jobs,  by  which  few 
are  enriched   at    the  public   expense  ;  for,    whether 
meditation  or  ignorance  is  the  cause  of  this  de- 
tractive scheme,  it  ends  in  oppression. 

You  have,  I  find,  broke  the  ice.  The  only  advice 
I  will  offer  to  you  on  the  occasion  (if  you  have  a 
mind  to  command  the  attention  of  the  House,)  is  to 
speak  seldom,  but  to  important  subjects,  except 
such  as  particularly  relate  to  your  constituents ; 
Mjd,  in  the  former  case,  make  yourself  perfectly 
master  of  the  subject.  Never  exceed  a  decent 
warmth,  and  submit  your  sentiments  with  diffidence. 
A  dictatorial   stile,  though  it  may  carry  conviction, 

I  is  always  accompanied  with  disgust.     I  am.  &c. 
I 


>IR, 


TO    THOMAS   JOHNSON. 

Mount  Vkssok,  23  Norcmber,  1787. 


The  lettter  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  10 
'^honor  me,  dated  the  16th  inst.,  came  to  my  hand  the 
day  before    yesterday.     By  to-morrow's   Post   this 
answer  will  be  forwarded  to  you. 

Mr.  Rumsey  has  given  you  an  uncandid  account  of 
his  explanation  to  me  of  the  principle  on  which  his 
boat  was  to  be  propelled  against  stream.  At  the  time 
be  exhibited  his  model  and  obtained  certificate.  I 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  use  of  steam  was 
contemplated  by  him,  sure  I  am  it  was  not  men- 
tioned ;  and  equally  certain  I  am,  that  it  would  not 
apply  to  the  project  he  then  had  in  view;  the  first 
communication  of  which  was  made  to  me  in  Septem- 


bcr,  1784  (at  the  springs  in  Berkley).  The  Novr, 
following,  being  in  Richmond.  I  met  Mr.  Rumsey 
there  who  was  at  that  time  applying  to  the  Assembly 
for  a  exclusive  Act.  He  then  spoke  of  the  effect  of 
steam  and  the  conviction  he  was  under  of  the  useful- 
ness of  its  application  for  inland  navigation ;  but  I 
did  not  then  conceive,  nor  have  I  done  so  at  any 
moment  since,  that  it  was  suggested  as  a  part  of  his 
original  plan,  but  rather  as  the  ebullition  of  his  genius. 
It  is  proper,  however,  for  me  to  add  that  some 
time  after  this  Mr.  Fitch  called  upon  me  on  his  way 
to  Richmond,  and  explaining  his  scheme,  wanted  a 
letter  from  me,  introductory  of  it  to  the  Assembly  of 
this  State,  the  giving  of  which  I  declined  ;  and  went 
on  to  inform  him,  that  tho'  I  was  bound  not  to 
disclose  the  principles  of  Mr.  Rumsey's  discovery,  I 
could  venture  to  assure  him  that  the  thought  of 
applying  steam  for  the  purpose  he  mentioned  was 
not  original,  but  had  been  mentioned  to  me  by  Mr. 
Rumsey — this  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  say,  that 
whichever  (if  either)  of  them  was  the  discoverer 
might  derive  the  benefit  of  the  invention.  To  the 
best  of  my  recollection  of  what  passed  between 
Mr.  Rumsey  and  me*  the  foregoing  is  an  impartial 
recital.     ♦     •     * 


TO    DAVID   STUART. 

Mount  Vrrnon,  30  November,  i; 


Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  14th  came  duly  to  hand.     I 
sorry  to  find  by  it.  that  the  opposition  gains  strength.^ 
1  do  not  wonder  much 
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measure  are  generally,  if  not  always,  more  violent 
and  active  than  the  advocates,  and  frequently  employ 
means,  which  the  others  do  not,  to  accomplish  their 
ends. 

I    I  have  seen  no  publication  yet.  that  ought  in  my 
Judgment  to  shake  the  proposed  constitution  in  the 
mind  of  an  impartial  and  candid  public      In  fine,  I 
have  hardly  seen  one,  that  is  not  addressed  to  the 
passions  of  the  people,  and  obviously  calculated  to 
alarm  their  fears.     Every  attempt  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution at  this  time  is  in  my  opinion  idle  and  vain. 
If  there  are  characters,  who  prefer  disuniun,  or  sep- 
arate confederacies,  to  the  general  government,  which 
is  offered  to  them,  their  opposition  may,  for  aught  I 
know,   proceed    from    principle ;    but.   as    nothing, 
according  to  my  conception  of  the  matter,  is  more  to 
be  deprecated  than  a  disunion  or  these  distinct  con- 
federacies, as   far   as   my  voice  can  go  it  shall  be 
offered  in  favor  of  the  latter.     That  there  arc  some 
writers,    and    others    perhaps   who   may   not    have 
written,  that  wish   to   see   this   union    divided  into 
several  confederacies,  is  pretty  evident.     As  an  anti- 
dote to  these  opinions,  and  in  order  to  investigate 
the  ground  of  objections  to  the  constitution  which  is 
submitted,   the   Federalist^  under  the    signature   of 
PuBLiu.s,  is  written.     The  numbers,  which  have  been 
published.  I  send  you.      If  there  is  a  printer  in  Rich- 
mond, who  is  really  well  disposed  to  support  the  new 
con.stitution,  he  would  do  well  to  give  them  a  place 
in  his  paper.     They  are,   I  think  I  may  venture  to 
say.  written  by  able  men  ;   and  before  they  are  fin- 
ished will,  or  I  am  mistaken,  place  matters  in  a  true 
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point  of  light     Although  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
writers,  who  have  a  hand  in  this  work,  1  am  not  a 
liberty  to  mention  names,  nor  would  I  have  it  know 
that  they  are  sent  by  nu  to  you  for  promulgation.' 

You  will  recollect,  that  the  business  of  the  Potomac 
Company  is  withheld  from  the  Assembly  of  Marj'- 
land  until  it  is  acted  upon  in  this  State;  that  tlie 
sitting  of  that  Assembly  is  expected  to  be  short ; 
and  that  our  operations  may  be  suspended,  if  there 
no  other  recourse  to  be  had  than  to  common  law 
process  to  obtain  the  dividends,  which  are  called  l 
by  the  directors  and  not  paid  by  the  subscribers. 

Certificate  and  commutabie  taxes  I  hope  will  be 
done  away,*  and  that  the  Assembly  will  not  interfere 


I 


'  "  Pnty,  it  it  is  not  i  twcret,  who  h  Uk  author  or  Bvthonof  Pablitu?" 
iftukmgUm  U  /Choj,  5  Fcbruaiy,  1786. 

Ocioh«r  }oth.  Himillon  sent  to  Wuhingron  the  fini  nninbet  of  tfae  Ft 
eralijl,  withoul  any  tiilimatioa  u  to  the  anthonhip.  "  For  the  renuiint' 
ttumben  of  PuBUUS,"  wrote  Washington  in  reply,  "  I  shall  ■clcBowIecls«  my- 
self DtfligRd,  a*  I  am  penuaded  ihr  Kubjrct  will  be  well  handled  by  tbe  aallior 
of  iheni.*'  November  i8ih,  Madlion  secil  lilm  seiren  numberk,  tuf^etUag  thai 
they  be  republided  in  Virginia,  and  aaying  that  hit  own  Jtgree  of  connection 
with  the  pabljcalion  was  such  as  to  "afford  a  restraint  of  (iclica<7  from  inter- 
eMing  mywlf  directly  in  the  repubhcaiion  elsewhere.  Voii  wiU  recognirc  one 
of  ihe  pens  concerned  in  the  laak.  There  are  three  in  the  whole.  A  four 
may  poittibly  bear  a  part," 

^  Varioun  inethiHli  were  devtaed  for  raiting  taxes  by  receiving  subttitotes  f 
specie.  The  tax  (or  satisfying  the  rcquisilions  of  Congress  was  allowed  to  be 
paid  in  pan  by  ccriirtiratev  or  evidenires  of  claints  on  the  gos-emmenl,  which 
had  been  given  during  the  war.  The  different  Statu  had  borrowed  money, 
and  iHued  loan-office  certificates,  which  bore  interext.  Warrants  were  granted 
(rtim  lime  to  time  (01  Ihe  inlecest  on  ^uch  certificates.  The  State  of  Virginia 
bad  pasa[^l  a  law,  authoniing  these  warrants  to  I>e  received  itito  the  treawry 
in  payment  of  certain  kinds  of  taaev— Hcning's  Stataltj,  vol,  xii.,  p,  95. 
Tobacco  was  alto  received  for  (Axes. — /*.,  p,  455.  And  there  was  a  strong 
wish,  on  the  pan  of  some,  that  other  articles  of  produce  sbouM  b«  recdvablc 
for  the  same  purpooc,  leaving  i(  lo  the  Slate  lo  dispoKe  of  snch  commodilica, 
and  conrcrt  them  into  specie.     Taxes  thus  paid  were  calle<l  tvmmutaUt. 
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either  with  public  treaties  or  private  contracts.  Bad 
.indeed  must  the  situation  of  that  country  be,  when 
lis  is  the  case.  With  great  pleasure  I  received  the 
information  respecting  the  commencement  of  my 
nephew's  political  course.  I  hope  he  will  not  be  so 
buoyed  by  the  favorable  impression  it  has  made,  as 
to  become  a  babbler.  If  the  convention  was  such  a 
tumultuous  and  disorderly  body  as  a  certain  gentle- 
man has  represented,  [it  was  due]  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, to  a  few  dissatisfied  characters  who  would  not 
^submit  to  the  decisions  of  a  majority  thereof.  •  *  * 
H     I  am.  dear  Sir.  your  most  obedient,  &c 

^Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

H  Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  been  favored  with 
your  letters  of  the  28th  of  October  and  i8th  of 
November.  With  the  last  came  seven  numbers  of 
the  Federalist,  under  the  signature  of  Publius,  for 
which  I  thank  you.  They  are  forwarded  to  a  gentlc- 
nnan  in  Richmond  for  republication  ;  the  doing  of 
which  in  this  State  will,  I  am  persuaded,  have  a 
good  effect,  as  there  are  certainly  characters,  who 
are  no  friends  to  a  general  government  ;  perhaps 
I  should  not  go  too  far  was  I  to  add,  who  have  no 
great  objection  to  the  introduction  of  anarchy  and 
confusion. 

The  solicitude  to  discover  what  the  several  State 
legislatures  would  do  with  the  constitution  is  now 


TO   JAMES    MADISON,    IN    CONGRESS. 

Motrirr  VbkmoN,  7  December,  1767. 
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transferred  to  the  several  conventions  ;  the  decision! 
of  which,  being  more  interesting  and  conclusive,  is 
consequently  more  anxiously  expected  than  the  other. 
What  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  have  done,  or  will 
do,  must  soon  be  known.  Other  conventions  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  them  are  treading  closely 
on  their  heels  ;  but  what  the  three  southern  State^ 
have  done,  or  in  what  light  the  new  constitution  ^| 
viewed  by  them,  1  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 
North  Carolina,  it  has  been  said,  "  by  some  accounts 
from  Richmond,"  will  be  governed  in  a  great  measure 
by  the  conduct  of  Virginia.  The  pride  of  South. 
Carolina  will  not,  I  conceive,  suffer  this  influence 
work  in  her  councils  ;  and  the  disturbances  in  Georgia 
will,  or  I  am  mistaken,  show  the  people  of  it  the  pro- 
priety of  being  united,  and  the  necessity  there  is  for 
a  general  government.  If  these,  with  the  States  east- 
ward and  northward  of  us,  should  accede  to  the  federal 
government,  I  think  the  citizens  of  this  State  will 
have  no  cause  to  bless  the  opposers  of  it  here,  if  they 
should  carry  their  point.  A  paragraph  in  the  Balti- 
more paper  has  announced  a  change  in  the  sentiments 
of  Mr.  Jay  on  this  subject,  and  adds,  that,  from  being 
an  admirer  of  the  new  form,  he  has  become  a  bitter 
enemy  to  it.  This  relation,  without  knowing  Mr. 
Jay's  opinion,  1  discredit,  from  a  conviction,  that  he 
would  consider  the  matter  well  before  he  would  pass 
any  judgment,  and  having  done  so  would  not  change 
his  opinion  almost  in  the  same  breath. — I  am  anxious 
however  to  know  on  what  ground  this  report  origi- 
nates, especially  the  indelicacy  of  the  expression.     I| 


veo'  unlikely,  therefore,  that  a  man  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  foresight  should  turn  on  both  sides  of  a 
question  in  so  short  a  space.' 

I  It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have 
complied  with  your  request  in  behalf  of  your  foreign 
acquaintance.  At  ^resefit  I  am  unable  to  do  it. 
The  survey  of  the  county  between  the  Eastern  and 
Western  waters  is  not  yet  reported  by  the  Commis- 
sioners— tho'  promised  to  be  made  very  shortly — the 
survey  being  completed.  No  draught  that  can  convey 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  work  on  this  river,  has  been 
yet  taken.  Much  of  the  labor  except  at  the  great 
falls  has  been  bestowed  in  the  bed  of  the  river  in  a 
removal  of  the  rocks  and  deepening  the  water  at  the 
great  falls — the  labor  has  indeed  been  great.  The 
water  there  (a  sufficiency  I  mean)  is  taken  into  a 
canal  about  200  yards  above  the  cataract,  and  con- 
veyed by  a  level  cut  (thro'  a  solid  rock  in  some  places 
and  much  stone  everywhere)  more  than  a  mile  to  the 
.lock  seats,  five  in  number,  by  means  of  which,  when 
completed  the  craft  will  be  let  into  the  river  below 
the  falls  (which  together  amount  to  76  feet).  At  the 
Seneca  falls,  six  miles  above  the  great  falls,  a  channel 
which  has  been  formed  by  the  river  when  inundated, 
is  under  improvement  for  the  navigation.  The  same 
in  part  at  Shannondoah — At  the  lower  falls  where 


'  "  I  tbapk  you  for  j^our  obliging  letter,  enclosing  a  (iara|;rAp1i  rchjiccting  me 

'  in  Mr.  Oswald's  paper.     Vou  have  my  authority  to  deny  the  thargc  of  the  sen- 

limcnU  il  trnpuien  lo  ine,  and  to  declare,  that  in  my  opinion  il  ib  advi&ible  for 

tlie  people  of  America  to  aiJopI  the  constilution  [irapowd  by  ihe  lai«  conven- 

lion.     If  JOB  ibould  ibink  it  expedient  to  pnblith  ihis  letter,  I  have  no  objee- 

a  Co  tta  being  done." — Jay  U  Jahu  yaugAaa,  i  December.  17S7. 
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nothing  has  yet  been  done,  a  level  cut  and  locks  are 
proposed.  These  constitute  the  principal  difficulties 
and  will  be  the  great  expense  of  this  undertaking — 
the  parts  of  the  river  between  requiring  loose  stones 
only  to  be  removed  in  order  to  deepen  the  water 
where  it  is  too  shallow  in  dry  season. 

P.  S.     Since  writing  the  foregoing,  T  have  received' 
a  letter  from  a  member  "  of  the  Assembly  "  in  Rich- 
mond, dated  the  4th  instant,  giving  the  folio  win 
information : — 


"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  yoti,  that  the  constitution  has  lost  ground 
so  considerably,  that  it  is  doubted  whether  it  has  any  longer  a 
majority  in  its  favor.  From  a  vote,  which  took  place  the  other 
day.  this  would  appear  certain,  though  I  cannot  think  it  so  deci- 
sive as  the  enemies  to  it  consider  it.  It  marks,  however,  the  in- 
consistency of  some  of  its  opponents.  At  the  time  the  resolutions 
catling  a  convention  were  entered  into.  Colonel  M.  sided  with 
the  friends  to  the  constitution,  and  opposed  any  hint  being  given, 
expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  House  as  to  amendments. 
But,  as  it  was  unfortunately  omitted  at  that  lime  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  subsistence  of  the  convention,  it  became  necessary, 
to  pass  some  resolution  providing  for  any  ex|>ense,  which  may 
attend  an  attempt  to  make  amendments.  As  M.  had  on  the  former 
occasion  declared,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  make  any  dis* 
covcry  of  the  sentiments  of  the  House  on  the  subject,  and  thai 
we  had  no  right  to  suggest  any  thing  to  a  body  paramount  to  ua, 
his  advocating  such  a  resolution  was  matter  of  astonishment.  Ii 
is  true,  he  declared  it  was  not  declaratory  of  our  opinion  ;  but  the 
contrary  must  be  very  obvious.  As  I  have  heard  many  declare 
themselves  friends  to  the  constitution  since  Ihe  vote,  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  as  altogether  decisive  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  wit 
respect  to  it. 

"  I  am  informed,  both  by  General  Wilkinson,  who  is  just  ar- 
rived  here  from  New  Orleans  by  way  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.' 
Ross,  that  North  Carolina  is  almost  unanimous  for  adopting  it. 
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The  latter  received  a  Letter  from  a  member  of  that  Assembly 
DOW  sitting, 

"  Id  a  debating  society  here,  which  meets  once  a  week,  this 
subject  has  been  canvassed  at  two  successive  meetings,  and  is  to 
be  finally  decided  on  to-morrow  evening.  As  the  whole  Assem- 
bly, almost,  has  attended  on  these  occasions,  their  opinion  will 
then  be  pretty  well  ascertained :  and,  as  the  opinion  on  this  occa- 
sion will  have  much  influence,  some  of  Colonel  Innis's  friends 
have  obtained  a  promise  from  him  to  enter  the  lists. 

"The  bill  respecting  British  debts  has  passed  our  House,  but 
with  such  a  clause  as  I  think  makes  it  worse  than  a  rejection." 

The  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  printed  copy, 
from  Colonel  R.  H.  Lee  to  the  Governor,  has  been 
circulated  with  great  industry  in  manuscript  four 
weeks  before  it  went  to  press,  and  is  said  to  have  had 
a  bad  influence.'  The  enemies  to  the  constitution 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  increase  the  opposition  to 
it     I  am,  &c. 


TO  COLONEL   THOMAS   LEWIS. 

Mount  Vb«(on.  25  December,  1787. 

Sir. 

It  is  my  desire  and  I  am  told  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
many — and  sure  I  am  policy  requires  it — that  the  un- 
cultivated tracts  of  land  on  the  Great  Kanhawa  and 
Ohio  belonging  to  the  Military  should  be  settled. 
The  difficulty  with  me  respecting  mine  has  been,  how 
to  draw  the  line  of  mutual  advantage  for  Landlord  and 
Tenant,  with  respect  to  the  terms ;  and  where  to  find 

'  Thu  Idler  contained  «  scric!.  of  objections  lo  ihc  cooaitution,  u  rei>orie<l 
b]r  Ibc  coovenlion.  ll  iru  circultiteii  widely  in  the  newspapen.  Lee  mftcr- 
wmrds  wrote  a  tcrict  of  letters,  over  Ibe  signature  "  Fedcial  Fanner,"  whick 
had  ^real  popularity,  maajr  (houiantU  being  phatcti  and  >old  in  Ihe  State*. 


a  confidential  person  on  or  near  the  spot  who  would 
act  for  me  as  Agent. 

Two  reasons,  hitherto,  have  restrained  me  from 
making  application  to  you,  on  this  head — first,  the 
uncertainty  I  was  under  of  your  having  become  an 
actual  resident  in  those  parts — and  second  a  doubt 
whether  it  might  be  agreeable  to  you  to  accept  this 
trust  on  account  of  the  trouble,  and  little  profit  that 
would  derive  from  the  agency,  at  least  for  some  time. 

The  first  cause  being  removed  (having  understood, 
by  means  of  some  members  in  Assembly  that  you, 
live  at  Point    Pleasant)  I    shall  take  the  liberty 
trying  you  on  the  second  ;  under  a  hope,  that  moi 
from  the  desire  of  seeing  the  country   settled  the' 
neighborhood  strengthened  and  property  thereby  se-j 
cured ;  and  the  value  of  it  increased;  than  from  ani 
pecuniary  considerations  at  the  present  moment,  yoi 
may  be  induced  to  aid  me  in  seating  my  lands  on  the 
great  Kanhawa  and  on  the  Ohio  between  the  mouths 
of  the  two  Rivers  bearing  that  name. 

If  you  accept  the  trust  this  letter  shall  be  your 
authority — fully — and  amply  given  and  binding  upon 
me  and  my  heirs  for  the  following  purposes. —  M 

First.  To  place  as  many  Tenants  on  the  several 
tracts  of  Lands  (Plats  of  which  with  my  signature 
annexed  to  them  shall  accompany  this  Power)  as  you 
can  obtain  consistently  with  your  judgment,  and 
suggestions  hereafter  mentioned. 

Second.     That  an  exemption  from  the  payment  o 
Rents  for  the  term  of  three  years  shall  be  allowed 
them  provided  certain  reasonable  improvements  such 
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as  you  shall  stipulate  for. — and  which  I  think  (but 
leave  the  matter  to  you)  ought  to  be  con^fortable 
houses, — Acres  of  Arable — and — Acres  of  Meadow 
land,  and  a  certain  number  of  frute  Trees  planted. 

Third.  That  for  the  fourth  year,  rents  shall  be- 
come due,  and  shall  consist  (as  I  am  told  the  custom 
of  the  Countrj'  is)  of  a  third  of  whatever  is  raised  on 
the  premises,  which  rents  shall  be  annually  paid  there- 
after to  you,  or  my  agent  for  the  time  being  in  that 
Country. — 

Fourth.  That  under  this  tenure  they  may  be  as- 
sured of  the  places  (if  they  incline  to  remain,  and 
will  go  on  to  improve  them)  for  the  term  of — years ; 
were  these  not  to  exceed  ten,  it  would  be  more  pleas- 
ing to  me  than  any  extension  beyond  that  number ; 
but  if  this  limitation  will  not  be  acceded  to  on  the 
part  of  the  tenant,  I  must  leave  it  to  your  discretion 
to  augment  them  making  the  term  definite,  and  not 
for  lives,  which  is  not  only  uncertain,  but  often  intro- 
ductory of  disputes  to  ascertain  the  termination  of 
them — Instances  of  which  have  happened  to  me.  All 
mines  and  minerals  will  be  reserved  for  the  landlord, 
— and  where  there  are  valuable  streams  for  water 
works,  the  Rents  must  bear  some  proportion  to  the 
advantages  which  are  likely  to  result  from  them. — 

Fifth.  Whether  custom  authorizes,  or  justice  re- 
quires that  the  tenant  should  pay  the  land  tax  of 
what  he  agrees  to  hold  before  the  rent  becomes  due ; 
or  afterwards,  in  whole,  or  part,  must  be  governed 
by  the  practice  which  prevails  and  consequently  is 
left  to  your  decision. 
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Sixth.  I  do  not  conceive  it  necessar)'  nor  should 
I  incline  to  go  into  much,  or  indeed  any  expense  in 
laying  the  Land  ofT  into  Lots  till  it  begins  to  be  thick 
settled  and  productive.  The  first  comers  will  of 
course  have  the  first  choice — but  they  and  all  others 
arc  to  be  informed  that  their  lotts  (be  the  quantity 
little  or  much)  will  be  bounded  by  water  courses,  or 
(where  this  is  not  the  case)  by  convenient  and  regxi- 
lar  forms. — And  as  most  of  my  Tracts  (as  you  will 
see  by  the  plats)  have  extensive  boundari^  on  the 
rivers  running  but  a  little  ways  back  it  is  my  wish,  in- 
deed it  naturally  follows,  that  back  part  of  the  land 
should  be  considered  as  the  support  of  that  which 
will  be  first  settled  and  cleared  on  the  margins  of  the 
Rivers  and  a  sufficiency  of  it  reserved  for  thaC^ 
purpose.  " 

Seventh.  For  your  trouble  in  negotiating  this 
business,  I  am  very  willing  to  allow  the  usual  Com-fl 
mission  for  collecting — converting  into  cash  and 
transmitting  to  me,  the  rents  after  they  shall  com- 
mence and  whatever  you  may  think  proper  to  charge 
me  (in  reason)  for  your  trouble  till  this  shall  happen, 
— I  will  cheerfully  agree  to  pay.  fl 

Whether  you  accept  this  trust  or  not,  you  will  do 
me  a  favor  in  the  communication  of  your  sentiments 
on  the  subject.  There  are  two  ways  by  which  letters 
will  come  safe. — Viz — thrown  into  the  Post  Officefl 
at  Philadelphia  or  into  that  at  Richmond. — Colo. 
Bayard  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  or  any  acquaintance 
you  may  have  at  Fort  Pitt,  will  forward  them  to  the 
first  place — and  the  means  of  doing  it  to  the  latter 
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you  must  be  a  better  judge  of  than  myself — If  the 
letters  once  get  into  the  Post  Office,  I  sha]!  be  sure 
tof  them. — On  private  conveyances  there  is  no  reli- 
ance— -they  are  tossed  about  and  neglected  so  as 
rarely  to  reach  their  intended  destination  when  sent 
in  this  manner. 

If  you  should  incline  to  act  under  this  power  your 
own  good  sense  and  judgment  will  at  once  dictate  the 
propriety,  indeed  necessity  of  promulgating  it  as  ex- 
tensively as  you  can  by  Advertisements  to  those  parts 
from  whence  settlers  are  most  likely  to  be  drawn  over 
and  above  the  opportunities  which  your  situation 
gives  you  of  communicating  the  matter  to  travellers 
by  water  on  the  Ohio. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  do  not  incline  to  act  I 
would  thank  you  for  returning  me  the  papers  here- 
with enclosed  as  it  will  save  me  the  trouble  of  making 
other  copies. 

Whether  the  improvements  which  I  had  made  on 
the  Lands  (of  which  you  have  herewith  the  draughts) 
in  the  years  1 774  and  5  will  be  of  use  to  Settlers  at  this 
day,  or  not,  you  who  arc  on  the  spot  can  best  deter- 
mine— They  cost  me,  or  were  valued  to  between 
/1500  and  2000.— If  they  are  useful  the  exemption 
from  rent  should  be  shorter — I  thought  it  necessary 
to  bring  the  matter  into  view  tho'  my  expectations 
from  it  are  small.     I  am,  &c — 

P.  S.  I  have  a  small  tract  called  the  round  bottom 
containing  abt.  600  Acres,  which  1  would  also  let — It 
lyes  on  the  Ohio,  opposite  to  pipe  Creek,  and  a  little 
above  Capteening. 


TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Mof.vT  ViKNOM.  I  juuuy,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  14th  of  August,, 
and  am  sorr)'  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  any 
further  information  relative  to  the  practicability  of 
opening  a  communication  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio,  than  you  are  already  possessed  of.  I  havefl 
made  frequent  inquiries  since  the  time  of  your  writing 
at  Annapolis,  but  could  never  collect  any  thing  that 
was  decided  or  satisfactory.  I  have  again  renewed  — 
them,  and  Batter  myself  with  better  prospects.  | 

The  accounts  generally  agree  as  to  its  being  a  flat 
country  between  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  Big 
Beaver,  but  differ  very  much  with  respect  to  the  dis- 
tance between  their  sources,  their  navigation,  and  the 
inconveniences  which  would  attend  the  cutting  a  canal 
between  them.     From  the  best  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  of  that  country,  the  sources  of 
the  Muskingum  and  Cayahoga  approach  nearer  to^ 
each  other  than  Big  Beaver  ;  but  a  communication^ 
through  the  Muskingum  would  be  more  circuitous 
and  difficult,  having  the  Ohio  in  a  greater  extent  to 
ascend,  unless  the  latter  could  be  avoided  by  opening 
a  communication  between  James  River  and  the  Great « 
Kanhawa,  or  between  the  Little  Kanhawa  and  theV 
west  branch  of  the  Monongahela,  which  is  said  to  be 
very  practicable  by  a  short  portage.     As  a  testimony 
thereof,  a  road  is    now   opened,  or  opening,  under 
the  authority  and  at  the  expense  of  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  from  the  North  Branch  ot\ 
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Potomac,  "  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Savage 
—  River,"  to  Cheat  River;  and  continued  from  thence 
■to  the  navigable  water  of  the  Little  Kanhawa,  at  the 

cost  of  the  former. 
B     The   distance   between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio 
through  the  Big  Beaver  is  however  so  much  less  than 
the  route  through  the  Muskingum,  that  it  would  in 
my  opinion  operate  very  strongly  in  favor  of  opening 
&  canal  between  the  sources  of  the  nearest  water  of 
the  Lake  and  Big  Beaver,  although  the  distance  be- 
tween them  should  be  much  greater,  and  the  opera- 
tion more  difficult,  than  to  the  Muskingum,  as  it  is 
the  direct  line  to  the  nearest  shipping  port  on  the 
Atlantic.      I   shall  omit  no  opportunity  of  gaining 
K  ever)*  information  relative  to  this  important  subject, 
W  and  with  pleasure  communicate  to  you  whatever  may 
L   be  worthy  of  your  attention.' 

B      I  did  myself  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  plan 
of  government  formed  by  the  convention,  as  soon  as 
that  body  rose  ;   but  was  not  a  little  disappointed, 
and  mortified  indeed,  (as  I  wished  to  make  the  first 
offering  of  it  to  you,)  to  find  by  a  letter  dated  the 
9lh  of  November  in   New  York  from  Commodore 
Jones,  that  it  was  at  that  time  in  his  possession. 
Vou  have  undoubtedly  received  it.  or  some  other,  ere 
now,  and  formed  an  opinion  upon  it.     The  public 
attention  is  at  present  wholly  engrossed  by  this  im- 
portant subject.     The  legislatures  of    those  States 
(Rhode  Island  excepted),  which  have  met  since  the 

*  A  letter  of  inquiry  to  Richard  D\itl«r  U  printed  in  Sptrks,  Ik.,  301 ;  ud 
UMtber  10  Willhiin  ItvIdc,  Ii..  336. 
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constitution  has  been  formed,  have  readily  assented  to 
its  being  submitted  to  a  convention  chosen  by  the 
people.  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware, 
are  the  only  States  whose  conventions  have  as  y^H 
decided  upon  it.  In  the  former  it  was  adopted  by 
forty-six  to  twenty-three,  and  in  the  two  lattt 
unanimously. 

Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  are  to  hold  the 
conventions  on  the  6rst  and  second  Tuesdays 
this  month;  Maryland  in  April,  Virginia  in  Junef 
and  upon  the  whole  It  appears,  so  far  as  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  learning  the  opinions  of  the 
people  in  the  several  States,  that  it  will  be  receivet 
There  will  undoubtedly  be  more  or  less  opposition  to" 
its  being  adopted  in  most  of  the  States,  and  in  none 
a  more  formidable  one  than  in  this,  as  many  induen- 
tial  characters  here  have  taken  a  decided  part  against 
it,  among  whom  are  Mr.  Henry,  Colonel  Mason, 
Governor  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  ; 
but  from  every  information,  wliich  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  I  think  there  will  be  a  majority  in  its 
favor,  notwithstanding  their  dissention.  In  New 
York  a  considerable  opposition  will  also  be  given.   ^| 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  my  dear  Sir.  for  the 
account  which  you  gave  me  of  the  general  state  of 
affairs  in  Europe.  I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  the 
AssetnbUe  des  Notables  has  been  productive  of  goo^f 
in  France.  The  abuse  of  the  finances,  being  dis- 
closed to  the  King  and  the  nation,  must  open  their 
eyes,  and  lead  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
will  prove  beneficial  to  them  in  future.     From  the 
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public  papers  it  appears,  that  the  parliaments  of  the 
several  provinces,  and  particularly  that  of  Paris,  have 
acted  with  great  spirit  and  resolution.     Indeed,  the 

[rights  of  mankind,  the  privileges  of  the  people,  and 
true  principles  of  liberty,   seem  to   have  been 

'  fflore  generally  discussed  and  better  understood 
throughout  Europe  since  the  Americaii  revolution, 
than  they  were  at  any  former  period. 

I  Although  the  finances  of  France  and  England 
were  such,  as  led  you  to  suppose  at  the  time  you 

L wrote  to  me,  yet.  if  we  credit  the  conciirrent  accounts 

[from  every  quarter,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  they 
have  commenced  hostilities  before  this.  Russia  and 
the  Porte  have  formally  begun  the  contest,  and  from 
appearances,  (as  given  to  us,)  it  is  not  improbable 
but  that  a  general  war  will  be  kindled  in  Europe. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  we  shall  feel  more  than  ever 
the  want  of  an  efficient  general  government  to  regu- 
late our  commercial  concerns,  to  give  us  a  national 
respectability,  and  to  connect  the  political  views  and 
interests  of  the  several  States  under  one  head  in  such 
a  manner,  as  will  effectually  prevent  them  from  form- 
ing separate,  improper,  or  indeed  any  connexion  with 
le   European  powers,  which   can  involve  them  in 

'their  political  disputes.'  For  our  situation  is  such, 
makes  it  not  only  unnecessary,  but  extremely  im- 


' "  Whtilier  wBT  or  peace  will  be  the  iwue  of  ihe  dispute  belween  France 
uul  Englutd,  lecou  tu  yvt  undccirled.  If  the  former,  we  shall  certainly  get 
laTolted,  unless  there  is  enerf^' enough  in  Cioremment  {o  restrain  our  people 
wilhln  proper  boumts;  and  that  the  power  o(  the  pretent   government  is 

nadeijiiAlc  to  Kcomplith  thu,  I  believe  noute  wit]  AKVj''^W»*kimgt9n  to 

iTiMU.  10  January,  1788. 
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prudent,  for  us  to  take  a  part  in  their  quarrels;  and 
whenever  a  contest  happens  among  them,  if  we 
wisely  and  properly  improve  the  advantages,  which 
nature  has  given  us,  we  may  be  benefited  by  their 
folly,  provided  we  conduct  ourselves  with  circumspec- 
tion and  under  proper  restrictions ;  for  1  perfectly 
agree  with  you,  that  an  extensive  speculation,  a 
spirit  of  gambling,  or  the  introduction  of  any  thing, 
which  will  divert  our  attention  from  agriculture,  must 
be  extremely  prejudicial  if  not  ruinous  to  us.  But  fl 
conceive,  under  an  energetic  general  government, 
such  regulations  might  be  made,  and  such  measures 
taken,  as  would  render  this  countr)'  the  asylum  of 
pacific  and  industrious  characters  from  all  parts  of 
Europe,  would  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the 
earth  by  the  high  price,  which  its  products  would 
command,  and  would  draw  the  wealth  and  wealthy 
men  of  other  nations  into  our  bosom,  by  giving 
security  to  property  and  liberty  to  its  holders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 


TO   EDMUND    RANDOLPH,    GOVERNOR   OF  VIRGINIA. 

Mount  Vitmrf.  6  JuuLijr,  178S. 

Dear  Sir,  B 

The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writin^^ 
to  me  on  the  27th  ultimo,  with  the  enclosure,*  cam^^ 
duly  to  hand.  I  receive  them  as  a  fresh  instance  ofl 
your  friendship  and  attention.     For  both  I  thank  you. 
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The  diversity  of  sentiments  upon  the  Important 
matter,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  people,  was 
as  much  expected  as  it  is  regretted  by  me.  The 
various  passions  and  motives,  by  which  men  are  in- 
fluenced, are  concomitants  of  fallibility,  engrafted  into 
our  nature  for  the  purposes  of  unerring  wisdom ; 
but,  had  I  entertained  a  latent  hope,  (at  the  time  you 
moved  to  have  the  constitution  submitted  to  a  second 
convention,)  that  a  more  perfect  form  would  be  agreed 
lo,  in  a  word,  that  any  constitution  would  be  adopted 
under  the  impressions  and  instructions  of  the  mem- 
bers, the  publications,  which  have  taken  place  since, 
would  have  eradicated  every  form  of  it.  How  do  the 
sentiments  of  the  influential  characters  in  this  State, 
who  are  opposed  to  the  constitution,  and  have  favored 
the  public  with  their  opinions,  quadrate  with  each 
other?  Are  they  not  at  variance  on  some  of  the 
most  important  points  ?  If  the  opponents  in  the  same 
State  cannot  agree  in  their  principles,  what  prospect 
is  there  of  a  coalescence  with  the  advocates  of  the 
measure,  when  the  different  views  and  jarring  interests 
of  so  wide  and  extended  an  empire  are  to  be  brought 
forward  and  combated  ? 

To  my  judgment  it  is  more  clear  than  ever,  that  an 
attempt  to  amend  the  constitution,  which  is  submitted, 
would  be  productive  of  more  heat  and  greater  con- 
fusion than  can  well  be  conceived.  There  are  some 
things  in  the  new  form,  I  will  readily  acknowledge, 
^which  never  did,  and  I  am  persuaded  never  will,  obtain 
ly  cordial  approbation  ;  but  I  then  did  conceive,  and 
do  now  most  firmly  believe,  that  in  the  aggregate  it  is 
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the  best  constitution,  that  can  be  obtained  at  thl 
epoch,  and  that  this,  or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
awaits  our  choice,  and  are  the  only  alternatives  before 
us.  Thus  believing,  I  had  not.  nor  have  I  now.  any 
hesitation  in  deciding  on  which  to  lean,  ^ 

I  pray  your  forgiveness  for  the  expression  of  thcs^^ 
sentiments.  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  on  this  subject,  it  was  hardly  to  be  avoided, 
although  I  am  well-disposed  to  let  the  matter  rest 
entirely  on  its  own  merits,  and  men's  minds  to  their 
own  workings.  With  very  great  esteem  and  rcgarc 
I  am.  &c. 


TO  COLONEL   FREDERICK    WEISSEKFELS. 

MouKT  VEaNOH,  10  January.  itSST 

Sir  : 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  toth  of  Decem- 
ber.    In  answer  to  that,  as  well  as  those  which  yo^| 
wrote  to  me  in  June  last,  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you 
that  I  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  make  application  tc 
Congress,  had  [it]  the  offices  to  bestow,  or  any  oth( 
publick  body  in  your  behalf,    for   an   appointment] 
because  it  would  be  acting  directly  contrary-  to  a  reso-' 
lution  which   I   made,  when   I    quitted   the  publick 
service,  not  to  make  application  for,  or  interfere  with_ 
appointments  of  any  kind. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  as  well  as  surprize  that  yc 
should  apply  to  me  in  an  affair  of  this  nature. 
preference  to  those  persons  among  whom  you  live  ani^_ 
have  been  more  Immediately  employ'd,  and  who  muj^| 
from  their  long  acquaintance  with  you,  have  a  much 
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better  knowledge  of  your  merits  and  sufferings  than 
1  can  be  supposed  to  have.  If  you  expect  relief  from 
the  Cincinnati,  it  is  to  the  State  Society  you  must 
look  for  it,  or  apply  to  the  General-meeting,  when 
convened,  for  I  cannot,  as  an  individual,  transact  any 
businessof  this  kind  relating  to  the  Society.    I  am,&c. 


TO    JAMES    MADtSON,    IN    CONGRESS. 

Mount  VEKNOtf.  to  January,  17B8. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

I  Stand  indebted  to  you  for  your  favors  of  the  20th 
and  26th  ultimo,  and  I  believe  for  that  of  the  14th 
also,  and  their  enclosures.      It  does  not    appear  to 
i^c.  that  there  is  any  certain  criterion  in  this  State  by 
which  a  decided  judgment  can  be  formed,  as  to  the 
opinion  entertained  by  its  citizens  with  respect  to  the 
new  constitution.     My  belief  on  this  occasion  is  that 
whenever  the   matter  is  brought  to  a  final  decision, 
iflot  only  a  majority,  but  a  large  one,  will  be  found 
pin  its  favor.     That  the  opposition  should  have  gained 
strength  at  Richmond,  among  the  members  of  Assem- 
>ly,  is  not,  if  true,  to  be  wondered  at.  when  we  con- 
rider  that  the  great  adversaries  to  the  constitution 
all  assembled  at  that    place,   acting   conjointly, 
rith  the  promulgated  sentiments  of  Colonel  Richard 
Henry  Lee  as  auxiliary.     It  is  said,  however,  and  I 
believe  it  may  be  depended  upon,  that   the   latter, 
(though  he  may  retain   his    sentiments,)    has   with- 
drawn, or  means  to  withdraw,  his  opposition  ;  because, 
as  he  has  expressed  himself,  or  as  others  have  done 
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it  for  him,  he  6nds  himself  in  bad  company  such  as  with 
M[crce]r,  5m[ijth,  &c.  &c.  His  brother.  Francis  L. 
Lee,  on  whose  judgment  the  family  place  much  reli- 
ance, is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  new  form,  under  a 
conviction,  that  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  obtained, 
and  because  it  promises  energy,  stability,  and  that 
security,  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  wish  of  every  , 
good  citizen  of  the  Union.  ^| 

How  far  the  determination  of  the  question  before 
the  debating  club,  (mentioned  to  you   in  a  former 
letter,)  may  be  considered  as  auspicious  of  the  fmaL 
decision  of  the  convention  in  this  State,  I  will  no^ 
prognosticate  ;  but  in  this  club  the  question,  it  seems, 
was  determined  by  a  very  large  majority  in  favor  (^h 
the  constitution.     But  of  all  arguments,  that  may  b^^ 
used  at  the  convention,  which  is  to  be  held  for  it,  the 
most  prevailing  one  1  expect  will  be.  that  nine  State^f 
al  least  will  have  acceded  to  it.     And  if  the  unanimity 
or  majorities  in  those  which  follow,  are  equal  to  those 
which  are  passed,  the  force  of  them  will  prove  irresist- 
ible.     The  governor   has  given  his  reasons  to  the 
public  for  withholding  his  signature  ;  a  copy  of  them 
I  send  you.  ^H 

Our  Assembly  has  been  long  in  session,  employe^^ 
chiefly,  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  in  rectifying  some 
of  the  mistakes  of  the  last,  and  committing  new  one^| 
for  emendations  at  the  next ;  yet,  "  Who  so  wise  as 
we  are  ?'*    We  are  held  in  painful  suspense  in  regard 
to   European   matters.     War,  or  peace,  seems   ye^ 
undecided,  although  tiie  first  is  loudly  talked  of.     ^^| 
have   no   regular  correspondent   in    Massachusetts ; 


otherwise,  as  an  occasional  matter.  I  should  have 
had  no  objection  to  the  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments to  him,  as  they  are  unequivocal  and  decided. 
1  am.  &c. 

P.  S.  1  have  this  moment  been  Informed,  that  the 
Assembly  of  North  Carolina  have  postponed  the 
meeting  of  the  convention  of  that  State  until  July. 
This  seems  to  be  calculated  evidently  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  tone  from  Virginia.  ' 


TO  CHAR1.ES   CARTER. 

MouiTT  Vkknon,  ]3  Juaxtuy,  1788, 


HDear  Sir, 

^  I  find  that  an  extract  from  my  letter  to  you  is  run- 
ning through  all  the  newspapers,  and  published  in 
that  of  Baltimore  with  the  addition  of  my  name. 
Although    I    have  no  disinclination  to  the  promul- 

Igation  of  my  sentiments  on  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion, (not  having  concealed  them  on  any  occasion,)  yet 
I  must  nevertheless  confess,  that  it  gives  me  pain 
to  see  the  hasty  and  indigested  production  of  a 
>  "  From  the  Sutcs  to  the  ■oath  oC  it  [North  Cuoliiu].  I  tuive  do  infomA- 
tioD  that  can  be  relied  on,  except  (hat  Georgia,  in  appointing  a  convention  have 
Bccompanied  (he  act  with  powrre  to  alter  or  amentl  ihc  Fedetal  Conscitudon, 
Bttl  if  ■  weak  Suie,  with  the  Indians  on  its  back  and  cbc Spaniards  on  tU 
flank,  do  not  tee  the  neceuity  of  a  General  CDveromeci,  there  mus-i.  I  think, 
be  irifkedoen  or  in*Aiiity  in  the  vray.  The  unaninnity  and  generosity  with 
which  ibe  County  of  Philadelphia  bos  been  oflered  for  the  seal  of  Ihe  Federal 
HOvernmeBl  by  the  land  holder*  thereof,  gives  much  weight  aod  mcril  to  the 
inTitation,  and  will  probably  be  aa  inducement  to  others  to  loUow  the  csamplc." 
■^WtuAimgloH  t»  Samtul Powtl,  18  January,  lySS.  Ttie  Georgia  con\-ention 
MMnbled  at  Augiuta  on  Chriilmos  day,  and  un  the  id  of  January  fully 
•do^Xcd  the  new  constitution. 
14 
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private  letter  handed  to  the  public,  to  be  anima 
verted  upon  by  the  adversaries  of  the  new  govern^ 
ment. 

Could  I  have  supposed,  that  the  contents  of 
private  letter,  (marked  with  evident  haste,)  woul 
have  composed  a  newspaper  paray^raph,  I  certainly 
should  have  taken  some  pains  to  dress  the  sentiments 
(to  whom  known  is  indifferent  to  me)  in  less  excep- 
tionable language,  and  would  have  assigned  some 
reasons  in  support  of  my  opinion,  and  the  charges 
against  others.  I  am  persuaded  your  intentions 
were  good  ;  but  I  am  not  less  persuaded,  that  yofl 
have  provided  food  for  strictures  and  criticisms.  Be 
this  however  as  it  may,  it  shall  pass  off  unnoticed  by 
me,  as  I  have  no  inclination  and  still  less  abilities 
for  scribbling.  With  very  great  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  &c.*  ■ 

'  It  Appeared  aftcrvrard*.  tbat  %  copy  of  the  Icllct  had  been  laJtca  uid  Kat 
to  pros  wilhoul  Mr.  Carfcr's  knowledge.  The  paragraph  referral  to  waa  the 
following  : 

"  I  thank  yon  for  yoor  congratulations  on  my  return  (rom  tbe  Cortveatioa, 
and  with  what  jom  add  respecting  the  Constitution.  Mj-  decided  opinion  of 
the  inalter  is  that  there  is  no  altemsiivc  between  the  adoption  of  it  and 
anarchy, — If  one  Ststc,  however  imponani  it  may  conceive  it»el(  lo  be,  should 
suppose,  or  a  minority  ol  the  ijlatct.  that  they  can  dictate  a  (^onstitotion  to 
the  majanty,  unless  they  have  the  power  of  adminblriog  lo  good  c&ccl, 
adminiitrin);  the  oltiina  ratio,  they  will  tind  theciselres  deceived.  All  lh« 
Opposition  to  it  that  I  have  yet  teen,  is,  I  must  confeH,  addiesied  more  to  the 
pCMions  than  to  the  reo&on — and  clear  I  am  it  another  Federal  Convealioa  it 
attempted,  the  tentitnent  of  the  members  will  be  more  discordant  or  less 
eondliatory  than  che  Uei— in  &ne — that  they  will  ftgrcc  upon  no  general  plan, 
tieneral  government  Is  now  suspended  hy  a  thread,  I  might  go  farther,  sod 
say,  it  is  really  at  na  end ;  and  what  will  be  the  coti<i«^urncc  of  a  fruitless 
attempt  to  amend  the  ouc  which  is  oif ered,  bt-fore  it  i>  trted^^r  of  the  delay 
from  the  attempt  docs  not  in  tny  judgment  need  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  pre- 
dict.    I  am  not  a  blind  admirer  (Cor  I  saw  the  im perfect! dob)  of  the  Coostitu- 
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TO    JONATHAN    TRUMBULL. 

fttouNT  VcR!*oN,  J  February,  j;38. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  obliging  favor  of  the  9th 
ulto.  which  came  duly  to  hand,  and  congratulate  with 
you  on  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  in  your 
State  by  so  decided  a  majority  and  so  many  respecta- 
ble Characters.  I  wish  for  the  same  good  tidings 
from  Massachusetts  but  the  accounts  from  thence 
are  not  so  favorable — Tlie  decision,  it  is  even  said, 
is  problematical,  arising,  as  I  believe  9/ioths  of 
the  opposition  does,  from  local  circumstance  and 
sinister  views.  The  result  of  the  deliberations  in 
that  State  will  have  considerable  influence  on  those 


tiu  to  whicl)  I  lure  assiiud  to  give  hlnh  ;  hue  I  am  fully  penuided  it  in  the 
best  that  can  be  obtained  >l  this  day,  and  thai  it  ot  disunion,  is  before  us.  If 
the  finl  is  our  choice,  when  the  defccli  of  it  are  espcrienced,  a  con»titiitIonal 
door  is  open  for  amendment*  and  tnay  be  adopted  in  a  peaceable  manner 
wilhoat  tumult  or  disorder." — Woihittgton  /o  Charitt  CarUr,  14  Detember, 

1787- 

"  Voa  have  nDdoubtedly  seen  my  sentiments  npon  the  Constituiton  in  an 
etttact  of  a  letter  whiten  by  me  to  a  Gentleman  in  Fredericksburg,  which  I 
ted  has  circulated  pretty  generally  through  the  papers  ;— I  had  not  the  most 
iktaal  idea  of  its  ever  appearing  before  the  publick,  for  altho'  [  have  not  tlic 
leact  wiih  or  desire  to  conceal  my  sentiments  upuii  the  Mibject  from  any  penon 
tiding,  yet.  as  the  loiter  containing  the  paragraph  altudcd  to  was  writtoo 
Upon  several  other  matters  quite  foteltin  to  this  &.  Intended  only  for  that  Cen> 
Ucman's  oura  iospectioti,  1  did  not  attend  to  the  manner  of  expressing  my 
Ideas,  or  dress  them  in  the  language  I  should  have  done,  if  I  had  the  smallest 
aspirion  of  them  ever  coming  to  the  puhlic  eye  through  that  channel." — 
WatJuMgttH  to  Lintoin,  31  January,  178S. 

"  1  cannot  but  think,  on  the  whole,  that  it  may  have  been  of  Mrvico,  not- 
withstanding the  Rondatnuii  muintctprRlalionii  of  it  which  have  been  at- 
teeipled.  As  it  has  evidently  the  air  of  a  paragraph  to  a  familiar  friend,  the 
amisaon  of  an  aigumentative  support  of  the  optoian  given  will  appear  to  no 
outdid  reader  nnnaiural  or  improper." — Madiien  to  IVatkiHgtBH,  30  Fcbruaiy, 
173&. 
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which  are  to  follow — especially  in  that  of  New  York 
where  I  fancy  the  opposition  to  the  form  will  be 
greatest.'  f 

Altho'  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  I  cannot  speak 
with  decision  on  the  publick  sentiment  of  it  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  Constitution — my  private 
opinion  however  of  the  matter  is,  that  it  will  certainly 
be  received,  but  in  this  opinion  I  may  be  mistaken. — ■ 
I  have  not  been  ten  miles  from  home  since  my  return 
to  it  from  Philadelphia — 1  see  few  who  do  not  live 
within  that  circle,  except  Travellers  and  strangers 
and  these  form  opinions  upon  too  slight  ground  to 
be  relied  on.  The  opponents  of  the  Constitution  are 
indefatigable  in  fabricating  and  circulating  papers, 
reports,  &c.  to  Its  prejudice ;  whilst  the  friends  ^^«<-/-- 
ally  content  themselves  with  the  goodness  of  the 
cause  and  the  necessity  for  its  adoption,  supposing 
it  wants  no  other  support. 

Mrs.  Washington,  and  others  of  this  family  with 
whom  you  are  acquainted  (among  which  is  Colo. 
Humphries)  join  me  in  every  good  wish  for  you, 
Mrs.  Trumbull  and  family ;  and  with  sentiments  of 
the  sincerest  regard  and  friendship,  1  am,  &c.  , 


I 


I 


'  "  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  that  ther«  is  lik«]y  to  b«  >o  powerful  ad  opposi- 
tioD  to  the  adoption  of  the  profjosed  plan  of  governmeui  with  yov  ;  and  1  am 
entirely  of  your  ojiinion,  that  the  buKincss  of  the  cotivenlion  should  be  con- 
ducted with  moderation,  candor,  and  faime»,  which  are  noi  iDcompatible 
with  firmncM.  Although,  u  you  juitly  observe,  the  Iriendi  nl  the  new  system 
may  bcnr  down  the  oppoaition,  yet  they  would  never  be  able,  by  precipitate 
or  violent  tneaiiiTet,  to  soothe  and  reconcile  thcii  miudi  to  the  excrcite  of  the 
governnicnl,  which  in  a  matter  thai  ought  at  much  at  ponible  to  be  kept 
view,  and  temper  their  proceedJo{;^"^ff«fiiM^o)«  t9  Limtpln,  31  Jaouaiygt 
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TO   JAMES    MADISON,    IN    CONGRESS. 

Moi;fit  VcitnoK,  s  February,  17U. 

My  dear  Sik, 

I  am  indebted  to  you  for  several  of  your  favors,  and 
thank  you  for  their  enclosure.  The  rumor  of  war 
between  France  and  England  has  subsided,  and  the 
poor  patriots  of  Holland,  it  seems,  are  left  to  fight 
their  own  battles  or  negotiate,  in  either  case  with  no 
^eat  prospect  of  advantage.  They  must  have  been 
much  deceived,  or  their  conduct  has  been  weak,  and 
precipitate,  and  absurd.  The  former,  however,  I  be- 
lieve is  the  truth. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  yours  and  other  accounts 
'from  Massachusetts,  that  the  decision  of  its  conven- 

>n,  (at  the  time  of  their  respective  dates,)  remained 
"*  ibiematical. '  A  rejection  of  the  new  form  by  that 
State  would  invigorate  the  opposition,  not  only  in 

I  **  The  inicUieence  from  MiusachuKtta  begins  to  be  very  aminoui  to  the 
conitilutton.  The  anti(e<lenU  [Mrty  U  leinforcerl  bjr  the  inxurgenis,  .intt  by 
the  Pro*iuce  of  Maine,  uhich  a[>prchGndi  gieftter  obstacles  to  her  scheme  o( 
\  l«f>ftrate  goverament  from  the  new  tjmlem,  than  tnay  be  otherwUe  experi- 
enced. And  ftcconliiii>  to  the  prospea  «l  the  date  of  the  latest  leltert,  there 
«u  very  great  rca^po  10  fear,  that  the  vuice  of  thai  Slate  would  be  in  the 
Mjative,  The  opcratioa  of  >uch  an  event  on  thii  Stale  may  eauily  be  foreMen. 
Its  legfalatnrc  b  bow  sitting,  and  is  much  divided.  A  majority  of  the  Ascm- 
bty  are  laJd  to  be  friendly  la  the  merits  of  the  oonstitutian,  A  majnrity  of  the 
•eoatutft  actually  convened  arc  opposed  to  a  lubmisfJon  of  it  to  Che  convention. 
Tlut  arrival  of  the  absent  mcmbcn  will  render  the  voice  of  thai  branch  uncertain 
an  the  point  of  a  convention.  The  deciMon  of  Maxsachusetls  either  way  will 
Involve  tbr  result  in  this  Slate.  The  tninoHiy  in  Fennsylvsnin  is  very  rcstlcts 
trader  their  defeat.  If  they  can  gel  an  As^iembly  to  their  wish,  Ibey  trill 
cadeaTOur  to  nndennine  what  hu  been  done  there.  If  baiJ:cd  bjr  Maua- 
chtuetta,  tbey  will  probably  be  emboldened  to  make  some  more  racb  experi- 
ment. The  informaiion  from  Georgia  continues  to  he  favorable.  The  little 
we  get  from  South  Carolina  K  of  the  tame  cotnplcxioo." — MaJiun  le  Watl^ 
imfioM,  ao  January,  t7S8. 


New  York,  but  in  all  those  which  are  to  follow ;  at 
the  same  time  this  would  afford  materials  for  the 
minority,  in  such  as  have  actually  agreed  to  it,  to 
blow  the  trumpet  of  discord  more  loudly.  The 
acceptance  by  a  bare  majority,  though  preferable  to 
a  rejection,  is  also  to  be  deprecated.  It  is  scarcely 
possible  to  form  any  decided  opinion  of  the  genera! 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  this  State  on  this  point. 
Many  have  asked  me  with  anxious  solicitude  if  you 
did  not  mean  to  get  into  the  convention,  conceiving  it 
of  indispensable  necessity.  Colonel  Mason,  who  re- 
turned but  yesterday,  I  am  told  has  offered  himself 
for  Stafford  county,  and  his  friends  say  he  can  be 
elected  not  only  in  that,  but  in  the  counties  of  Prince 
William  and  Fauquier  also.  The  truth  of  this  I 
know  not.  I  rarely  go  from  home,  and  my  visitors, 
who,  for  the  most  part  are  travellers  and  strangers, 
have  not  the  best  means  of  information. 

At  the  time  you  suggested  for  my  consideration 
the  expediency  of  a  communication  of  my  sentiments 
to  any  correspondent  I  might  have  in  Massachusetts 
on  the  proposed  constitution,  I  did  not  recollect  that 
General  Lincoln  and  myself  frequently  interchanged 
letters  ;  much  less  did  I  expect,  that  a  hasty  and 
indigested  extract  [from  a  letter]  of  which  I  had 
written,  intermingled  with  a  variety  of  other  matters, 
to  Colonel  Charles  Carter  in  answer  to  a  letter  I  had 
received  from  him,  on  the  subject  of  some  experi- 
ments we  had  made  in  farming,  wolves,  wolf-dogs, 
sheep,  and  the  Lord  knows  what  else,  was  then  in  the 
press,  and  would  bring  them  to  public  view  by  means 
of  the  general  circulation  I  find  that  extract  has  had. 
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H  Although  I  never  have  concealed,  and  am  perfectly 
"^regardless  who  becomes  acquainted  with  my  senti- 
ments with  resi>ect  to  the  proposed  constitution,  yet 
nevertheless,  as  no  pains  have  been  taken  to  dress  the 
ideas,  nor  any  reasons  assigned  in  support  of  opinion, 
I  feci  myself  hurt  by  the  publication,  and  informed 
my  friend  the  Colo,  thereof.  In  answer,  he  has  fully 
acquitted  himself  of  the  inietUion;  but  his  zeal  in  the 
cause  prompted  him  to  distribute  copies,  (under  a 
prohibition,  which  was  disregarded,)  that  it  should 
HOC  go  to  the  press.  As  you  have  seen  the  crude, 
or  rude  extract,  as  you  may  please  to  term  it,  I  will 
add  no  more  on  the  subject. 
B  Perceiving  that  the  Federalist,  under  the  signature 
of  Plbuus,  is  about  to  be  republished,  I  would 
thank  you  for  forwarding  to  me  three  or  four  copies, 
one  of  which  to  be  bound,  and  inform  me  of  the  cost. 
Although  we  have  not  had  many  or  deep  snows,  yet 
we  have  since  the  commencement  of  it,  had  a  very 
severe  winter,  and  if  this  day  with  you  is  as  much 
keener  than  wc  now  feel  it,  as  the  difference  of 
latitude  ought  to  make  it,  you  will  feel  a  comfort- 
able fire  no  bad  antidote  against  cold  fingers  and 
toes.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE   CHEVALIER    DE    LA    LUZERNE. 

Mount  Vmnon,  3  Febrearj'.  17M. 


IIR. 


The  Count  de  Moustier.  your  successor  in  office, 
hath  fonvarded  from  New  York  the  letter,  in  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  bring  mc  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  that  nobleman.     Since  it  is  the  misfortune 
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of  America  not  to  be  favored  any  longer  with  your 
residence,  it  was  necessary,  to  diminish  our  regrets, 
that  so  worthy  and  respectable  a  character  should  be 
appointed  your  successor.  I  shall  certainly  be  happy 
in  cultivating  his  acquaintance  and  friendship.  The 
citizens,  from  gratitude  as  well  as  from  personal  con- 
siderations, will,  1  am  persuaded,  treat  him  with  the 
greatest  respect.  Congress,  I  doubt  not.  will  by  every 
means  in  their  power  desire  to  make  his  sojourn  in 
the  United  States  as  agreeable  as  it  possibly  can  be. 

But,  Sir,  you  may  rest  assured  that  your  abilities 
and  dispositions  to  serve  this  country  were  so  well 
understood,  and  your  services  so  properly  appreciated, 
that  the  residence  of  no  public  minister  will  ever  be 
longer  remembered,  or  his  absence  more  sincerely  re- 
gretted. It  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  you  were  a 
witness  to  the  dangers,  the  sufferings,  the  exertions, 
and  the  successes  of  the  United  States,  from  the  most 
perilous  crises  to  the  hour  of  triumph.  The  influence 
of  your  agency  on  the  cabinet  to  produce  a  coopera- 
tion, and  the  prowess  of  your  countrymen  cooperating 
with  ours  in  the  field  to  secure  the  liberties  of 
America,  have  made  such  an  indelible  impression  on 
the  public  mind,  as  will  never  be  effaced.  Wherever 
you  may  be,  our  best  wishes  will  follow  you.  And 
such  is  our  confidence  in  your  disinterested  friend- 
ship, that  we  are  certain  you  will  wish  to  be  useful  to 
us,  in  whatever  mission  you  may  be  honored  by  your 
King.  It  has  been  surmised,  on  I  know  not  what 
authority,  that  there  was  a  probability  of  your  being 
employed  in  the  diplomatic  corps  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
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"don.  Should  this  be  the  case,  your  zeal  may  stUI  find 
occasions  of  being  serviceable  to  America,  and  profit- 
able to  your  own  country  at  the  same  time  ;  for  I  con- 
ceive the  commercial  interests  of  the  two  nations  are 
in  many  instances  blended,  and  in  opposition  to  those 

^of  Great  Britain.     ♦     •     * 

H    I  feel,  Sir,  not  only  for  myself,  but  in  behalf  of  my 

Btountry,  under  great  obligations  for  the  affectionate 
wishes  you  have  the  goodness  to  make,  with  respect 
to  the  tranquillity  and  happiness  of  America.  Sepa- 
rated as  we  are  by  a  world  of  water  from  other 
nations,  if  we  are  wise,  we  shall  surely  avoid  being* 
drawn  into  the  labyrinth  of  their  politics,  and  involved 

■in  their  destructive  wars.     •     *     * 


TO  THE    MARQUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE. 

MouKT  Vbxkok,  7  Febniary,  1789, 


My  dear  Marquis, 

You  know  it  always  gives  me  the  sincerest  pleasure 
to  hear  from  you,  and  therefore  I  need  only  say.  that 
four  two  kind  letters  of  the  9th  and  15th  of  October, 
*so  replete  with  personal  affection  and  confidential 
intelligence,  afforded  me  inexpressible  satisfaction.  I 
shall  myself  be  happy  in  forming  an  acquaintance  and 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  the  new  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  France,  whom  you  have  commended  as 
a  "sensible  and  honest  man."  These  are  qualities 
too  rare  and  too  precious  not  to  merit  one's  particular 
esteem.     You  may  be  persuaded,  that  he  will  be  well 
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received  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause they  will  not  only  be  influenced  in  their  conduct 
by  his  individual  merits,  but  also  by  their  afTcccion 
for  the  nation,  of  whose  sovereign  he  is  the  represen- 
tative. For  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  the  people 
of  America  entertain  a  grateful  remembrance  of  past 
services,  as  well  as  a  favorable  disposition  for  com- 
mercial and  friendly  connexions  with  your  nation.^  \ 
You  appear  to  be,  as  might  be  expected  from  a  real 
friend  to  this  country,  anxiously  concerned  about  its 
present  political  situation.  So  far  as  1  am  able,  I 
shall  be  happy  in  gratifying  that  friendly  solicitude. 
As  to  my  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  merits 
the  new  constitution,  I  will  disclose  them  without  re- 
serve, (although  by  passing  through  the  post-office 
they  should  become  known  to  all  the  world,)  for  in 
truth  I  have  nothing  to  conceal  on  that  subject  It 
appears  to  me,  then,  little  short  of  a  miracle,  that  the 
delegates  from  so  many  different  States  (which 
States  you  know  are  also  different  from  each 
other),  in  their  manners,  circumstances,  and  preju- 
dices, should  unite  in  forming  a  system  of  national 


'  "  The  fidelity,  honor,  smd  bravery  of  the  troopi  of  foar  natiou,  to  witfcli  I 
have  been  k  witne»,  the  enlightened  NcniimenO  of  patriotism,  and  the  deUcatc 
feeling!  of  fneniliJiip,  which  have  aclualcd  great  niunlien  of  your  compatrioU, 
viih  whom  I  may  boast  the  happiness  of  being  indmatvly  connected,  and  kboro 
all,  that  lively  Intecnt.  wtiich  your  lllubirious  monarch  and  hit  faithful  snbjccU 
took  in  the  nccen  of  the  American  armG,  and  the  coofirinatioB  of  our  Inde- 
pendencc,  have  endeared  the  national  chaTnclcr  to  roe,  farmed  attachneatoaiid 
left  Imprcviion*,  which  no  di»lasce,  time,  or  contingency  nf  events,  can  ^ob- 
aibly  remove.  Though  but  a  private  citiien  myKlf,  and  in  a  measure  »e^i»ded 
from  the  world,  I  am  comdous  the  awteilion  will  be  [well]  founded,  whtu  I 
venture  to  affirm,  that  nich  are  the  feelings  and  *uch  (he  affections  of  ilia 
American  people." — W'aihin^vn  to  Cetmt  dt  Mpvilitr,  7  Tcbniary,  17$6. 
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overnment.  so  little  liable  to  well-founded  objections. 
Nor  am  1  yet  such  an  enthusiastic,  partial,  or  undis- 
criminating  admirer  of  it,  as  not  to  perceive  it  is  tinc- 
tured with  some  real  (though  not  radical)   defects. 
■LThe  limits  of  a  letter  would  not  suffer  me  to  go  fully 
^Bnto  an  examination  of  ihcm  ;  nor  would  die  discussion 
Hbe  entertaining  or  profitable.     I  therefore  forbear  to 
Htoucli  upon  it.     With  regard  to  the  two  great  points, 
(the    pivots   upon  which    the   whole   machine    must 
move,)  my  creed  is  simply, 

ist.  That  the  general  government  Is  not  invested 
I  with  more  powers,  than  are  indispensably  necessary 
Hto  perform  the  functions  of  a  good  government ;  and 
"consequently,  that  no  objection  ought  to  be   made 

against  the  quantity  of  power  delegated  to  it. 
I         sly.   That  these  powers,  (as  the  appointment  of  all 
Bmlers  will  for  ever  arise  from,  and  at  short,  stated 
intervals  recur  to,  the  free  suffrage  of  the  people,)  are 
I      so  distributed  among  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
]      judicial  branches,  into  whlcli  the  general  government 
is  arranged,  that  It  can  never  be  In  danger  of  degen- 
erating into  a  monarchy,  an  oligarchy,  an  aristocracy, 
or  any  other  despotic  or  oppressive  form,  so  long  as 
there   shall   remain  any   virtue  in    the  body  of  the 
^^people. 

^P  I  would  not  be  understood,  my  dear  Marquis,  to 
speak  of  consequences,  which  may  be  produced  in 
the  revolution  of  ages,  by  corruption  of  morals, 
profligacy  of  manners,  and  llstlessness  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  natural  and  unalienable  rights  of 
mankind,  nor  of  the  successful  usurpations,  that  may 


be  established  at  such  an  unpropitious  juncture  upon 
the  ruins  of  liberty,  however  providently  guarded 
and  secured ;  as  these  are  contingencies  against 
which  no  human  prudence  can  effectually  provide, 
It  will  at  least  be  a  recommendation  to  the  proposed 
constitution,  that  it  is  provided  with  more  checks 
and  barriers  against  the  introduction  of  t>'ranny,  and 
those  of  a  nature  less  liable  to  be  surmounted,  than 
any  government  hitherto  instituted  among  mortal^H 
hath  possessed.  We  are  not  to  expect  perfection  in^ 
this  world ;  but  mankind,  in  modem  times,  have 
apparently  made  some  progress  in  the  science 
government.  Should  that,  which  is  now  oflfered  t( 
the  people  of  America,  be  found  on  experiment  It 
perfect  than  it  can  be  made,  a  constitutional  door 
left  open  for  its  amelioration. 

Some  respectable  characters  have  wished,  that  the 
States,  after  having  pointed  out  whatever  alterations 
and  amendments  may  be  judged   necessary,    would 
appoint  another  federal  convention  to  modify  it  upon 
those  documents.     For  myself,  I  have  wondered,  that 
sensible  men  should  not  see  the  impracticability  ofl 
this  scheme.     The  members  would  go  fortified  with 
such  instructions,  that  nothing  but  discordant  ideas 
could  prevail.     Had  I  but  slightly  suspected,  at  the 
time  when  the  late  convention  was  in  session,  that 
another  convention    would   not   be  likely  to   agre^f 
upon  a  better  form  of  government,  I   should  now  b^^ 
confirmed   in    the   fixed   belief  that  they  would  no^ 
be   able   to   agree   upon   any  system   whatever ;  sd| 
many,   I    may   add,  such   contradictor)'  and   in   my 


opinion  unfounded  objections  have  been  ui^ed 
against  the  system  in  contemplation,  many  of  which 
would  operate  equally  against  every  efficient  govern- 
ment that  might  be  proposed.  I  will  only  add,  as  a 
further  opinion  founded  on  the  matures!  deliberation, 
that  there  is  no  alternative,  no  hope  of  alteration, 
no  intermediate  resting-place,  between  the  adoption 
of  this,  and  a  recurrence  to  an  unqualified  state  of 
anarchy,  with  all  its  deplorable  consequences. 

Since  i  had   the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  last, 
no  material  alteration  in  the  political  state  of  affairs 
Has  taken  place  to  change  the  prospect  of  the  con- 
stitution's being  adopted   by  nine  States  or  more. 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,   New  Jersey,  and  Connecti. 
cut,  have  already  done  it.     It  is  also  said  Georgia 
has    acceded.        Massachusetts,    which    is     perhaps 
pthought  to  be  rather  more  doubtful  that  when  I  last 
addressed  you,  is  now  in  convention. 
A  spirit  of  emigration  to  the  western  country  is 
_  ver)*  predominant.     Congress  have  sold,  in  the  year 
ppast,  a  pretty  large  quantity  of  land  on  the  Ohio  for 
public  securities,  and  thereby  diminished  the  domestic 
debt  considerably.     Many  of  your  military  acquain- 
tances, such  as  the  Generals  Parsons,  Varnum,  and 
Putnam,  the  Colonels  Tupper,  Sprout,  and  Sherman, 
*ith  many  more,  propose  settling  there.     From  such 
b^innings  much  may  be  expected. 

The   storm  of    war   between    England   and   your 

nation,   it  seems,   is  dissipated.      I   hope  and    trust 

P*be  political  affairs   in    France  are  taking  a  favora- 

we  turn.      If   the  Turks  will  suffer   themselves  to 
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be  precipitated  Into  a  war,  they  must  abide  the 
consequences.  Some  politicians  speculate  on  a 
triple  alliance  between  the  two  imperial  courts  and 
Versailles.  ^M 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn,  that  the  pres- 
ent ministry  of  France  are  friendly  to  America,  and 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  and  yourself  have  a  prospect  of 
accomplishing  measures,  which  will  mutually  benefit 
and  improve  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations.  Every  good  wish  attend  you  ; 
yours.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    ALEXANDER   SPOTSWOOD. 

MouwT  VcRKos,  13  Fcbnujr.  1788. 


I 


Dear  Sir, 

I  think  with  you,  that  the  life  of  a  husbandman 
all  others  is  the  most  delectable.     It  is  honorable,  it' 
is  amusing,  and,  with   judicious   management,  it  is 
profitable.     To  see  plants  rise  from  the  earth  ant 
flourish    by  the  superior  skill  and   bounty   of    tl 
laborer  fills  a  contemplative  mind  with  ideas  which  ai 
more  easy  to  be  conceived  than  expressed. 

I  am  glad  to  find,  that  your  first  essay  to  raise  li 
dian  corn  in  drills  has  succeeded  so  much  to  you^ 
satisfaction ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  unlej^f 
restoratives  were  more  abundant  than  they  are  to  be 
found  on  common  farms,  that  six  feet  by  two  will  be 
too  oppressive  to  your  land.  Experience  has  proved, 
that  every  soil  will  sink  under  the  growth  of  this 
plant ;  whether  from  the  luxuriancy  and  e^thausting 
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^quality  of  it,  or  the  manner  of  tillage,  or  from  both, 
is  not  very  certain  ;  because  instead  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty  plants,  which  stand  on  an 
acre  at  six  feet  square  with  two  stalks  in  a  hill,  (as  is 
usual   in  land  of  middling  quality,)  you  have  three 
I      thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty  at  six  feet  by  two, 
■single  stalks.     How  far  the  exposing  of  land  to  the 
Brays  of  the  sun  in  summer  is  injurious,  is  a  question 
^yet  more  difficult  to  solve  than  the  other.     My  own 
^  opinion  of  the  matter  is  that  it  does ;  but  this  contro- 
B  verts  the  practice  of  summer  fallows,  which,  (espe- 
cially  in   heavy   land,)    some   of   the  best  practical 
farmers    in    England   contend    for  as   indispensably 
necessary,  notwithstanding  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Young 
,      and  many  others,  who  are  opposed  to  them. 
H      The  reason,  however,  which  induced  me  to  give  my 
J     corn-rows  the  wide  distance  of  ten  feel,  was  not  be- 
cause I   thought  it  essential  to  the  growth  of  that 
plant,  but  because  I  introduced  other  plants  between 
them.     And  this  practice,  from  the  experience  of  two 
years,  one  the  wettest,  and  the  other  the  driest  that 
ever  was  felt  on  my  estate,  1  am  resolved  to  continue 
Until  the  inutility  of  it,  or  something  more  advan- 
tageous, shall  point  out  the  expediency  of  a  change. 
K^ut  I   mean  to  practise  it  with  variations,  fixing  on 
ight  by  two  feet  as  the  medium  or  standing  distance, 
"hich  will  give  more  plants  by  three  hundred  to  the 
acre,  than  six  feet  each  way  with  two  stalks  in  a  hill 
will  do. 
B      As  all  my  corn  will  be  thus  drilled,  so  between  all  I 
\      TQean  to  put  in  drills  also  potatoes,  carrots  (as  far  as 


my  seed  will  go)»  and  turnips,  alternately,  that  n 
one  sort  more  than  another  may  have  the  advantage 
of  soil,  thereby  to  ascertain  the  comparative  quantity 
and  value  of  each  of  these  plants  as  food  for  horses 
and  stock  of  every  kind.     From  the  trials  I   have 
made,  (under  the  disadvantages  already  mentioned.) 
I  am  well  satisfied,  that  my  crop  of  corn  in  this  wa)' 
will  equal  the  yield  of  the  same  fields  in  the  usua 
mode  of  cultivation,  and  that  the  quantity  of  potatoc: 
proportionate  to  the  number  of  rows,  will  quadrupl 
the  corn.     I  entertain  the  same  opinion  with  rcspci 
to  carrots ;  but,  being  more  unlucky  in  the  latter, 
cannot  speak  with  so  much  confidence,  and  still  l 
can  I  do  it  with  respect  to  turnips. 

From  this  husbandry,  and  statement  of  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  facts,  any  given  number  of  acres  will  yield 
as  much  com  in  the  new,  as  they  will  in  the  old  way, 
and  will  moreover  with /rV/^  or  no  extra  labor  produce 
four  times  as  many  potatoes  or  carrots,  which  adds 
considerably  to  the  profit  from  the  field.  But  here  i 
may  be  asked.  If  the  land  will  sustain  these  crops, 
rather  the  potatoes  in  addition  to  the  corn  ?  This 
a  question  my  own  experience  does  not  enable  me  to 
answer.  The  received  opinion  of  many  practical 
farmers  in  England  is,  that  potatoes  and  carrots  are 
ameliorators,  not  exhausters  of  the  soil,  preparing 
well  for  other  crops.  But  I  do  not  scruple  to  conf 
that,  notwithstanding  the  profit  which  appears  ttf 
result  from  the  growth  of  com  and  potatoes,  or  corn 
and  carrots,  or  both  thus  blended,  my  wish  is  to 
exclude  Indian  corn  altogether  from  my  system 
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cropping  ;  but  we  are  so  habituated  to  the  use  of  this 
grain,  and  it  is  so  much  better  for  negroes  than  any 
other,  that  it  is  not  to  be  discarded ;  consequently  to 
introduce  it  in  the  most  profitable,  or  least  injurious 
manner,  ought  to  be  the  next  consideration  with  the 

H  farmer. 

V  To  do  this,  some  are  of  opinion  that  a  small  spot, 
set  apart  solely  for  the  purpose,  and  kept  highly  ma- 
nured, is  the  best  method.  And  an  instance  in  proof 
is  adduced,  of  a  gentleman  near  Baltimore,  who  for 
many  years  past  from  the  same  ground  has  not  made 
less  than  ten  barrels  to  the  acre  in  drills,  six  feet 
apart,  and,  (if  1  recollect  rightly,)  eighteen  inches  in 

rlhe  rows.  But  query,  where  the  farmer  has  no  other 
resource  than  the  manure  of  his  own  farm,  will  not  his 
other  crops  be  surved  by  this  extra  allowance  to  the 
Indian  corn  ?  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  will  ;  and  for 
that  reason  I  shall  try  the  intermixture  of  potatoes, 
carrots,  and  turnips,  or  either,  as  from  practice  shall 
be  found  most  profitable,  with  my  corn,  which  shall 
become  a  component  part  of  some  regular  and  sys- 
tematic plan  best  adapted  to  the  nature  of  my  soil. 
r,  To  societies,  which  have  been  formed  for  the  en- 
fcouragement  of  agriculture,  is  the  perfection  to  which 
husbandry  is  now  arrived  in  England  indebted. 
Why  then  does  not  this  country  (Virginia  I  mean) 
follow  so  laudable  and  beneficial  an  example  ?  And 
particularly  why  do  not  the  gentlemen  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fredericksburg  begin  this  work  ?  Yoiir  lands  are 
peculiarly  well  adapted  to  it.  There  are  more  of  you 
1  small  circle  than  I  believe  is  to  be  found  in  the 
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same  compass  almost  anywhere ;  and  you  are  weU 
able  to  afford  experiments  ;  from  which,  and  not  from 
theory,  are  individuals  to  derive  useful  knowledge, 
and  the  public  a  benefit.  My  love,  to  which  Mrs. 
Washington's  is  joined,  is  presented  to  Mrs.  Spots- 
wood  and  I  am,  &c. 


TO   SAMUEL    GRIFFIN. 
SjK  Movnt  VEanoN,  aoFcbnutry.  17SS. 

I  have  been  duly  honored  and  greatly  affected  wit 
the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  the  visitors  and  gov 
emors  of  William  and  Mary  College,  appointing  rai 
chancellor  of  the  same,  and  have  to  thank  you  fo: 
your  polite  attention  in  the  transmission.     Not  know- 
ing particularly  what  duties,  or  whether  any  active 
services,  arc  immediately  expected  from  the  person 
holding  the  office  of  chancellor,  I  have  been  greatly 
embarrassed    in   deciding   upon    the   public    answer 
proper  to  be  given.     It  is  for  that  reason    1   have 
chosen  to   explain    in    this    private    communication 
my  situation  and  feelings,  and  to  defer  an  ultima 
decision  until  I  shall  have  been  favored  with  farth 
information  on  this  subject. 

My  difficulties  are  briefly  these.  On  the  one  han 
nothing  in  this  world  could  be  farther  from  my  heart, 
than  a  want  of  respect  for  the  worthy  gentlemen  in 
question,  or  a  refusal  of  the  appointment  with  which 
they  have  honored  me,  provided  its  duties  arc  not 
incompatible  with  the  mode  of  life  to  which  I  have 
entirely  addicted  myself ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
would  not  for  any  consideration  disappoint  the  just 
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expectations  of  the  convocation  by  accepting  an  office, 
whose  functions  I  previously  knew,  (from  my  prci^n- 
gagements  and  occupations,)  I  should  be  absolutely 
unable  to  perform. 

Although  as  I  observed  before,  I  know  not  specifi- 
cally what  those  functions  are,  yet.  Sir,  I  have  con- 
ceived that  a  principal  duty  required  of  the  chancellor 
might  be  a  regular  and  indispensable  visitation  once, 
or  perhaps  twice,  a  year.  Should  this  be  expected,  I 
must  decline  accepting  the  office.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing I  most  sincerely  and,  ardently  wish  to  afford  what- 
ever little  influence  I  may  possess,  in  patronizing  the 
cause  of  science,  I  cannot,  at  my  time  of  life  and  in  my 
actual  state  of  retirement,  persuade  myself  to  engage 
in  new  and,  extensive  avocations. 

Such  being  the  sentiments  of  a  heart  unaccustomed 
to  disguise,  I  flatter  myself  the  candid  manner  in 
which  I  have  explained  them,  cannot  be  displeasing 
to  the  convocation ;  and  that  the  intervening  delay 
between  the  prescttl,  and  the  moment  in  which  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  such  ulterior  explana* 
tions  as  may  enable  me  to  give  a  definitive  answer,  will 
not  prove  very  detrimental  to  the  collegiate  interests. 
I  am.  &c' 


'  Mi.  Gtifliii  %ti\x  to  hiui  an  exttact  (rout  (lie  siitute  re»pec(ln£  the  Juiiei  of 
the  Chitnc«ll9r,  which  runs  thus:  "  The  Chancellor  u  to  be  the  Micceaa&,  or 
pitroQ  of  the  college,  ftuch  a  one  u  by  hit  faroririch  the  Kiuic,  and  by  his 
interest  with  all  other  peraoDs  in  England,  may  be  enabled  to  help  on  all  the 
college  alTiiin.  Hit  advice  ii  to  be  taken,  especially  in  all  such  arduous  and 
momcniouii  afiairi,  ta,  the  college  »hall  have  to  do  in  Encland.  If  the  college 
haxany  petitions  at  any  lime  to  I  he  King,  let  Ihcm  be  presented  by  theii  Chan- 
cellor. If  the  coltene  waniia  new  pTesitlent,  or  prolctsor,  or  master,  let  the 
college  Hnile  rely  chieRy  on  hit  astUlance,  advice,  and  lecomtnendation." 
B4r.  Griffin  added,  that  neither  an  oath  nor  penonal  attendance  was  necc&sary. 
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TO   BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

Mount  Vbrnok,  aSFabnuiry.  itM. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  three 
letters  of  the  3d,  6th,  and  9th  instant.  The  informa- 
tion conveyed  by  ilie  last  was  extremely  pleasing  to 
me,  though  1  cannot  say  it  was  altogether  unexpected, 
as  the  tenor  of  your  former  letters  had,  in  some  meas- 
ure, prepared  me  for  the  event ;  but  the  conduct  of 
the  minority  was  more  satisfactor>'  than  could  have 
been  expected.'  The  full  and  fair  discussion,  which 
you  gave  the  subject  in  your  convention,  was  attended 

The  Bishop  of  Londoa  hiu)  been  the  lut  Chancellor,  Upon  Ibtse  facts  Watfa- 
ington  wrote  to  Mr  Gritfia,  30  April.  1786: 

"  InQucnceil  bjr  a  hc«.tlfelt  ilckire  to  promaCe  the  caiuc  of  science  in 
ganenl,  and  the  prosperity  o(  the  College  of  WlUiam  and  Mary  in  partkuJii,  I 
accept  the  office  of  cbanveilor  Jn  die  kime  ;  and  Te<iuett  you  will  be  i:d«u«d  to 
pvc  ofGcialnoticeihereof  to  the  learned  bod)*,  who  have  thought  pTDpa  to  honor 
mewilhibcappoiDtmeni.  Iconlide  fnlly  in  ihcirstrennons endeavors  forplacwg 
the  lynlecn  of  education  on  luch  a  basis,  as  will  render  Et  mo«t  beneficvai  lo  ilw 
Stale  antl  the  republic  of  lettcrt,  im  well  at  to  (he  more  estcniit-e  interests  o( 
hnmanitj  ajid  religion.  In  return,  they  will  du  roe  the  justice  to  believe,  thai  1 
»hall  not  be  tardy  in  giving  my  chrcrful  concurrence  to  tnch  roeaturet,  as  may 
he  best  calculated  foT  (he  attainment  of  tbo«r  deMniblv  and  impoitant  objects." 

'  The  Muksachuvetti  Convention  clo»ed  iu  ictnon  6  February,  1788,  by 
adopting  the  CoDbtiiution.  Washington  had  written  to  Lincoln  on  the  tith. 
before  the  news  of  the  result  had  reached  him  ; 

"  It  \\  unhappy  that  a  matter  of  such  high  imponance  cannot  be  discvsMd 
with  that  candor  and  niodeintion  which  would  throw  light  on  the  subject,  and 
place  ita  merit*  in  a  proper  point  of  view.  But  in  an  aucmbly  so  large  ai  yonr 
convention  mutt  be,  and  composed  of  rach  varioos  and  cpporitc  characters,  it 
U  almost  Impossible  but  that  some  things  will  occur  which  would  rouse  the 
pusioni  of  the  most  rooderatc  man  on  earth." 

Lincoln  had  written  on  the  9lh  : 

"Considering  the  great  disorders,  which  took  place  In  this  State  the  last 
winter,  and  considering  the  great  influence,  that  the  spirit  which  then  reigned 
has  had  since  upon  alJ  our  opcratioiik,  it  may  be  &u|ipokcil,  that  we  have  got 
through  this  business  pretty  well ;  anil,  cancidering  alsu,  that  when  wc  came 
together  a  very  decided  majority  of  the  convention  were  against  ftdopttog  the 
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with  the  happiest  consequences.  Tt  afforded  com- 
plete information  to  all  those,  who  went  thither  with 
dispositions  to  be  informed,  and  at  the  same  time 
gave  an  opportunity  to  confute  and  point  out  the  fal- 
lacy of  those  specious  arguments,  which  were  offered 
in  opposition  to  the  proposed  government.  Nor  is 
this  all.  The  conciliating  behavior  of  the  minority 
will  strike  a  damp  on  the  hopes,  which  opponents  in 
other  States  might  otherwise  have  formed  from  the 
smallness  of  the  majority,  and  must  be  greatly  influ- 
ential in  obtaining  a  favorable  determination  in  those 
States,  which  have  not  yet  decided  upon  it.' 

eonstitutioo.  Every  exrrlion  will  be  niiidc  to  inform  the  people,  «Dd  to  quiet 
tkeir  minds.  It  U  ver^  forinnalc  for  us.  thai  the  clergy  atc  pretty  generally 
irilh  a*.     They  have  in  Ihi»  Slalc  a  very  great  infiuence  oTtr  the  people,  and 

I  ihcy  will  conltilnite  much  to  (he  general  pcarc  and  happirtet*." 

"  Th«  conftilation  hat  lahaToil  in  Ms«sAchtitiet(s  exceedingly  more  than  was 
expected.  The  opposition  hai  not  ariwn  from  •  coDsidention  of  the  nicriu 
or  demerits  of  the  thing  itself,  as  a  poliiicoi  machine,  but  from  a  deadly  prin- 
<^e  Icrelled  at  the  existence  of  all  government  whaievcr.  The  principle  of 
iarai^gency  cipuiiled,  denving  fre^th  ftirengih  and  life  front  the  impunily  wilb 
whkb  the  rebellion  of  lut  year  was  «uilcied  to  escape.  It  iii  a  singular  clrcum* 
stance  that  tn  MassachuKil*  thi?  property,  the  ability,  and  the  virtue  of  the 
9tua,  are  almott  Hilely  in  favor  of  ihe  constitution.  Opposed  to  it  arc  ihelatv 
ias«qceat»,  and  all  tho^  who  abetted  their  designs,  coQHtituiing  four  Afihs  of 
the  opposition.  A  few,  very  few  Indeed,  well-meaning  people  arc  joined  lo 
ihcm.  The  friends  of  the  conBtihiiion  in  that -Stale,  without  overrating  ihcif 
own  importaDCe.  conceive  that  the  decisinit  of  Masuirhutelt*  would  tnoU 
probably  settle  the  faie  of  Ihe  proposition.  They  Iherefore  proceeded  most 
caatioiuly  and  wbcly,  debated  every  objection  with  the  most  guarded  good  oa> 
lure  and  candor,  but  took  nu  iiueklioDH  on  Ibe  several  paragraphs,  and  thereby 
prerented  Ihe  establishment  of  parties.  This  conduct  has  been  attended  with 
the  moit  bcnelicial  conicquciKcs.  Il  is  Downo  secret,  that,  on  tlie  opcoing  of 
tW  cooveotioa,  a  majority  were  prejudiced  against  it." — Knvx  to  Wathingtifm^ 
to  February.  1788. 

'  To  Knox  he  wrote  on  3  March,  i;9S,  ihat  the  deciriiMi  of  Mauachnoctti 
woald  be  "  very  influentiftt  on  the  cciiiivocalStatci.  .  .  .  Candor  and  prUf 
4icDce,  therefore,  il  is  to  be  hoped  will  prevail ;  and  yet  I  believe  there  are 

■  aome  characleis  among   us,  who  would  hazard  every  thing  rather  than  cease 
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These  is  not  perhaps  a  man  in  Virginia  less  quali- 
fied than  I  am  to  say.  from  his  own  knowledge  and 
observation,  what  will  be  the  fate  of  the  constitution 
here :  for  1  very  seldom  ride  beyond  the  limits  of  my 
own  farms,  and  am  wholly  indebted  to  those  gentle- 
men who  visit  me  for  any  information  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  people  towards  it ;  but  from  all  I  can 
collect,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  its  being 
accepted. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  accounts  which 
you  have,  from  time  to  time,  transmitted  me  since  the  j 
meeting  of  your  convention.  Nothing  could  havefl 
been  more  grateful  or  acceptable  to  me.  I  am  also 
obliged  by  your  promise  to  inform  me  of  any  impor- 
tant matters,  that  may  transpire ;  and  you  know  I 
shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  hear  of  your  welfare. 
Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  yourself.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 
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TO   JAHKS   MADISON,    IN    CONGRESS. 

MouxT  Vexkon,  1  Harcli,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  decision  of  Massachusetts,  notwithstanding  its 
concomitants,'  is  a  severe  stroke  to  the  opponents  of 
the  proposed  constitution  in  this  State  ;  and,  with  the 
favorable  decision  of  those  which  have  gone  before  it, 
and  such  as  are  likely  to  follow  after,  will  have  a 

their  uppoKition,  or  texve  to  (he  operation  ol  the  ^overoment  (he  chance  o( 
praring  the  rallacy  of  ihetr  predictions  of  it,  bjr  which  their  ta^city  and  for^ 
tight  might  be  impeached." 

'  The  proposed  amendments,  wbicfa  Madison  thought  were  "  a  blemitli,  biil| 
MC  in  the  lt»cl  oflensivc  fonn." 
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powerful  operation  on  the  minds  of  men,  who  are  not 
more  influenced  by  passion,  pique,  and  resentment, 
than  they  are  by  candor,  moderation,  and  judgment. 
Of  the  former  description,  however,  1  am  sorry  to  say 
there  are  too  many ;  and  among  them  some,  who 
would  hazard  every  thing  rather  than  fail  in  their 
opposition,  or  have  the  sagacity  of  tlicir  prognosti- 
cations impeached  by  the  issue. 

The  determination  you  have  come  to,  will  give 
much  pleasure  t(j  your  friends.'  From  those  in  your 
county  you  will  learn  with  more  certainty,  than  from 
me,  the  expediency  of  your  attending  the  election  in 
^IL  With  some,  to  have  differed  in  sentiment  is  to 
have  passed  the  Rubicon  of  their  friendship,  although 
you  should  go  no  furtlier  ;  with  others,  (for  the  honor 
of  humanity,)  I  hope  there  is  more  liberality.  But 
the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  that  duty, 
which  we  owe  to  our  countr)',  is  superior  to  all  other 
considerations,  and  will  put  these  out  of  the  question. 

His  Most  Christian  Majesty  speaks  and  acts  in  a 
style  not  very  pleasing  to  republican  ears,  or  to  repub- 
lican forms ;  nor  do  I  think  it  is  altogether  so  to  the 
temper  of  his  own  subjects  at  this  day.  Liberty, 
when  it  begins  to  take  root,  is  a  plant  of  rapid  growth. 
The  checks  he  endeavors  to  give  it,  however  war- 
ranted by  ancient  usage,  will  more  than  probably 
kindle  a  flame,  which  may  not  be  easily  extinguished 
though  it  may  be  smothered  for  a  while  by  the  armies 
at    his  command   and   the    nobility    in    his    interest, 

^  *  A  drtcrmination  lo  ktlow  his  friends  in  OraDge  CoaDiy,  Vi^nia,  lo  nppoit 
Wi  cIcctioD  OS  a  delegate  from  ihal  county  lo  the  State  convention,  which  wis 
t«  dtcidc  on  Ihe  new  constitution. 


When  a  people  are  oppressed  with  taxes,  and  have 
a  cause  to  believe  that  there  has  been  a  misapplica- 
tion of  the  money,  they  illy  brook  the  language  of 
despotism.  This,  and  the  mortification,  which  the 
pride  of  the  nation  must  have  undergone  with  respect 
to  the  affairs  of  Holland,  (if  it  is  fair  to  judge  from 
appearances,)  may  be  productive  of  events,  which 
prudence  forbids  one  to  mention.  \ 

To-morrow  the  elections  for  delegates  to  the  State 
convention  begin  ;  and,  as  they  will  tread  close  upon 
the  heels  of  each  other,  it  will  make  an  interesting 
and  important  month.  With  the  most  friendly  senti- 
ments and  affectionate  regard,  I  am.  Ac' 


TO   SAMUEL    HANSON,    ESQ. 

Mount  Vkknom,  i8  Mwcb.  x-jW. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  i6th  fnst.  was  handed  me  ye; 
terday  in  Alexandria  as  1  was  going  to  dinner — pre- 

I  "At  Ibc  end  of  theprenent  month  we  shall  be  able  to  f orm  ■  loleimble  jndg- 
ment  of  what  ttu;  be  lu  fale  bere  ;  as  our  relunit  for  ibe  delegates  to  the  coo- 
vention  will  be  known  at  thai  time,  and  the  chamcten  Glio>en  wiU  be  pcettr 
l^nera]ly  decided  in  their  optnionB  upon  the  mutter  before  their  delegation,  u 
that  will  detennine  thic  [>ea(>le  in  their  choice.  The  general  tCDor  of  (he  tofof^ 
tnation,  which  I  derive  from  thote  gcnllemcn  who  call  upon  me,  seemn  to  agrae 
in  the  oppcftitioci'a  losing  grouod,  aud  thai  nothing  is  wantiltg  to  render  the 
people  no  favorably  iliupcMrd  towanlit  it,  as  to  put  tlic  decision  beyond  a  doubt, 
but  a  proper  repmcnt&lion  and  inforniBUon  upoii  the  subject.  The  opponcntt 
aie  iadefuti^able  in  their  e\ertious,  \thile  the  friends  lo  the  conbtiiuiion  seem 
to  rest  the  israe  upon  the  goodnesi  oE  their  cause.  There  will  tindoubtedlj  be 
a  greater  weight  of  abilities  against  the  adoption  in  this  convention  than  in  uj 
other.  We  had  a  liglit  to  expect  it  Imm  the  characters,  who  lirat  declared 
against  it  here  :  but,  notwithstanding  lhi>.  mjr  own  opinion  is.  (as  it  ha»  ever 
been,]  that  it  will  be  received." — WasiiaffoM  U  Lifuafm,  lo  March,  I7&8. 
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ricms  to  tliat  I  had  seen  my  nephew  George  Washing- 
ton, and  asked  him  if  he  had  heard  of  any  suitable 
place  for  himself  and  Lawrence  to  board  at  after 
their  quarter  with  Mr.  McWhir  expired  ;  he  told  me 
that  it  was  probable  a  place  might  be  obtained  at  a 
Mrs.  Sandford's  ; — 1  desired  him  to  inform  himself  of 
the  terms,  &c.  and  let  me  know  them  ;  as  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  him  again  before  I  left  town 
to  know  the  result  of  his  enquiries,  it  is  not  at  this 
moment,  in  my  power  to  give  a  decided  answer  to 

roor  offer  of  taking  them  again  into  your  family. 

Your  candid  and  free  communications  respecting 
the  conduct  of  my  Nephews,  while  with  you,  meet  my 
warmest  approbation  and  deserve  my  best  thanks^ 
and  I  should  think  myself  inexcusable,  if,  upon  this 
occasion,  I  did  not  act  a  part  equally  open  and  can- 
did, by  informing  you  of  general  allegations  which 
they  have,  from  time  to  time,  offered  on  their  part, 
VIE :  They  having  been  frequently  detained  from 
school  in  the  morning  beyond  their  proper  hour,  In 
consequence  of  not  having  their  breakfast  seasonably 
provided,  and  sometimes  obliged  to  go  to  school  with- 
out any. — They  have  likewise  complained  of  their  not 
being  permitted  to  dine  with  company  at  the  House, 
and  served  indifferently  in  another  place  afterwards, 
and,  after  being  a  short  time  with  Mr.  McWhir,  they 
made  application  for  shirts,  and  upon  being  asked 
what  they  had  done  with  those  which  were  made  for 

them  not  long  before,  they  replied  that  the  manner  of 

washing  them  at  Mr.  Hanson's  (In  Lye  without  soap) 

had  entirely  destroyed  them. 
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This  communication,  Sir,  cannot,  I  think,  be  dis- 
pleasing to  a  person  of  your  candor. — I  do  not  state 
the  above  as  facts  but  merely  as  the  reports  of  the 
boys,  and  if  tliey  should  live  with  you  again  it  will 
undoubtedly  have  a  good  eflfect  by  shewing  them  that 
their  reports  will  always  be  made  known  to  you,  and^ 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  them  discovered.  V 

The  motive  which  first  induced  me  to  put  the  Boys 
with  you,  explained  upon  a  former  occasion,  together 
with  the  advantage  of  throwing  them  into  company, 
will  still  operate,  and  incline  me  to  give  a  preferen< 
to  your  House  upon  terms  nearly  equal  in  oth* 
respects  but  I  cannot  decide  upon  the  matter  till 
know  the  result  of  George's  enquiries,  and  so  sooi 
as  I  do,  you  may  depend  upon  hearing  further  froi 
Sir,  &c.  

TO   THE  COUNT    OE    MOUSTIER. 

Mount  Vexkon.  s6  Mardi,  178S. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter,  which  your  Excellency" 
did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  to  me  by  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Madison.  While  I  am  highly  gratified  with  the 
justice  you  do  me  in  appreciating  the  friendly  senti- 
ments I  entertain  for  the  French  nation,  I  cannot 
avoid  being  equally  astonished  and  mortified  in  learn- 
ing, that  you  have  met  with  any  subject  of  discontent 
or  inquietude  since  your  arrival  in  America.'  Be 
assured.  Sir,  as  nothing  could  have  been  more  unes 

'  The  1-rench  ntinulcr  hwd  fancied  himtcK  neglected  in  cerUin  pmnU 
etiquette,  in  which  bti  rank  as  a  public  iunctionaij  wan  not  rccognitcd  Ut 
a  manner  as  lie  ex]Mcte(l. 
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pccted,  so  nothing  can  now  give  me  greater  pleasure, 
than  to  be  instrumental  in  removing,  as  far  as  may 
be  in  the  power  of  a  private  citizen  as  I  am,  every 
occasion  of  uneasiness  that  may  have  occurred.  I 
have  even  hoped,  from  the  short  time  of  your  resi- 
dence here,  and  the  partial  acquaintance  you  may 
have  had  with  the  characters  of  the  persons,  that  a 
natural  distance  in  behavior  and  reserve  in  address 
may  have  appeared  as  intentional  coldness  and  neg- 
lecL  I  am  sensible  that  the  apology  itself,  though  it 
should  be  well  founded,  would  be  but  an  indifferent 
one,  yet  it  will  be  better  than  none,  while  it  served  to 
prove,  that  it  is  our  misfortune  not  to  have  the  same 
cheerfulness  in  appearance  and  facility  in  deportment, 
which  some  nations  possess,  and  this  I  believe  in 
a  certain  degree  to  be  the  real  fact ;  and  that  such  a 

;ception  is  sometimes  given  by  individuals,  as  may 
afiect  a  foreigner  with  very  disagreeable  sensations, 

rhen  not  the  least  shadow  of  an  affront  is  intended. 
As  I  know  the  predilections  of  most  of  our  leading 
characters  for  your  nation  :  as  1  had  seen  the  clearest 
proofs  of  affection  for  your  King  given  by  the  people 
of  this  country,  on  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin ;  as  I 
had  heard  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  that  you 
had  been  received  at  your  public  audience  by  Con- 
gress with  all  the  marks  of  attention,  which  had  ever 
been  bestowed  upon  a  representative  of  any  sovereign 
power  ;  and  as  I  found  that  your  personal  character 
stood  in  the  fairest  point  of  light ;  I  must  confess  I 
could  not  have  conceived,  that  there  was  one  person 
in  public  office  in  the  United  states  capable  of  having 


treated  with  indifference,  much  less  with  indigiiity, 
the  representative  from  a  court,  with  which  we  have 
ever  been  upon  the  most  friendly  terms.  And  confi- 
dent I  am»  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  such  conduct 
to  be  known  to  be  detested.  . 

iJut  in  the  mean  [time,]  so  ardently  do  I  wish  to 
efface  any  ill  impressions,  which  may  have  been  made 
upon  your  Excellency's  mind  to  the  prejudice  of  th 
public  by  individuals,  that  1  must  again  repeal,  lliat 
am  egregiously  deceived  if  the  people  of  this  country 
are  not  in  general  extremely  well  effected  to  France. 
The  prejudices  against  that  kingdom  had  been   so 
riveted  by  our  English  connexion  and  English  polic 
that  it  was  some  time  before  our  people  could  get  en- 
tirely the  better  of  them.     This,  however,  was  ihop-' 
oughly  accomplished  in  the  course  of  the  war.     And 
I  may  venture  to  say,  that  a  greater  revolution  never 
took  place  in  the  sentiments  of  our  people  respecting 
another.     Now,  as  none  of  their  former  attachments 
have  been  revived  for  Britain,  and  as  no  subject  of 
uneasiness  has  turned  up  with  respect  to  France,  any     , 
disgust  or  enmity  to  the  latter  would  involve  a  mysteryjl 
beyond  my  comprehension.   For  I  had  always  believed," 
that  some  apparent  cause,  powerful  in  its  nature  and 
progressive  in  its  operation,   must  be   employed  to 
produce   a  change  in   national  sentiments.     But  no 
prejudice  has  been  revived,  no  jealousy  excited  (to  my 
knowledge,)  which  could  have  wrought  a  revolution 
unfriendly  to  your  nation.     If  one  or  a  few  persons 
in  New  York  have  given  a  different  specimen  of  thin 
ing  and  acting,  I  rely  too  much  upon  your  candor  t 


apprehend,  that  you  will  impute  it  to  the  American 
people  at  larjje. 

I  am  happy  to  learn,  that  your  Excellency  is  medi- 
tating to  strengthen  the  commercial  tics  that  connect 
the  two  nations,  and  that  your  ideas  of  effecting  it,  by 
placing  the  arrangement  upon  the  basis  of  mutual  ad- 
vanta;jes,  coincide  exactly  with  my  own.  Treaties, 
which  are  not  built  upon  reciprocal  benefits,  are  not 
likely  to  be  of  long  duration.  Warmly  as  I  wish  to 
second  your  views,  it  is  a  subject  of  regret,  that  my 
little  acquaintance  with  commercial  affairs,  and  my 
seclusion  from  public  life,  have  not  put  me  in  a  state 
of  preparation  to  answer  your  several  questions  with 
accuracy.  I  will  endeavor  to  inform  myself  of  the 
most  interesting  particulars,  and  shall  take  a  pleasure 
in  communicating  the  result. 

At  present  I  can  only  remark,  that  I  think  the  taste 
for  many  articles  of  French  merchandise  is  rather 
increasing.  Still  there  are  three  circumstances,  which 
are  thought  to  give  the  British  merchant  an  advan- 
tage over  all  others. 

ist.  Their  extensive  credit,  which,  I  confess,  I  wish 
to  see  abolished. 

2d.  Their  having  in  one  place  magazines  contain- 
ing all  kinds  of  articles,  that  can  be  required. 

3d.  Their  knowledge  of  the  precise  kinds  of  mer- 
chandise and  fabrics  which  are  wanted. 

For  my  own  part  I  could  wish  to  seethe  time  when 
no  credit  should  be  given.  Attention  and  experience 
in  the  American  trade  would  enable  the  French  mer- 
dtants,  I  apprehend,  to  accommodate  our  markets  in 
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other  respects.  Between  this  country  and  Englan 
many  causes  of  irritation  exist,  and  it  is  not  impossi- 
ble but  that  the  ill  policy  of  the  British  court  may 
accelerate  the  removal  of  our  trade  into  other  chan- 
nels.    I  am,  &c. 


TO   HENRY    KNOX. 

MocNT  Vkkhon,  so  Maich,  1^ 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  loth  came  duly  to  hand,  and 
Mr.  Madison  I  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  h 
recovered  from  a  severe  illness.     On  this  event  I  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you.     The  conduct  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  has  baffled  all  calculation,  and  has 
come  extremely  malapro^s  for  a  favorable  decision 
on  the  proposed  constitution  in  this  State  :  for,  be 
the  real  cause  of  the  late  adjournment  what  it  may^ 
the  anti-federal  party  with  us  do  not  scruple  to  pr^| 
nounce,  that  it  was  done  to  await  the  issue  of  this^ 
convention  before  it  would  decide,  and  add,  tliat,  '\T 
this  State  should  reject  it,  all  those  who  are  to  follow 
will  do  the  same,  and  consequently  that  it  cannot 
obtain,  as  there  will  be  only  eight  States  in  favor  of 
the  measure.'  ^H 


'  A  majority  of  Ihe  New  IlRmpshiTccoavcniion  was,  coDlrtry  to  tbeeipecU- 
tions  of  those  who  had  foUuwed  her  etecUons,  op[><M«d  to  the  oonstitutioB.  In 
ft  Ehort  tim«  &  smsU  majonty  wu  in  iu  favor,  but  the  converts  were  boond  by 
their  iiut ructions,  and  the  Convention  adjourned  to  sufier  them  to  coosull  Ibeir 
constituent  I.  Daturraft  UKrts  that  the  argument  having  Ihe  greatest  weight 
wia  that  as  a  imall  SUIe,  il  would  be  prudent  for  New  Uunpahire  to 
and  Kce  what  the  otlwr  SUIet  would  do. 

"  Circumitanced  at  your  convention  was,  an  adjnumiDent  was  certainly  pra' 
dent,  but  It  happened  v«ry  malafrnffi  for  this  State,  because  the  coocurreat 
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Had  it  not  been  for  this  untoward  event,  the  oppo- 
sition would  have  proved  entirely  unavailing  in  this 
State,  notwithstanding  the  unfair  (I  might  without 
much  impropriety  have  made  use  of  a  harsher  ex- 
pression) conduct,  which  has  been  practised  to  rouse 
the  fears  and  to  infiame  the  minds  of  the  people. 
What  will  be  the  result  now,  is  not  for  me  to  say,  as 
1  have  seen  but  a  partial  return  of  the  delegates,  and 
have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  political  sentiments 
of  many  of  them.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  State 
the  current  of  sentiment,  (I  know,)  is  generally  in 
favor  of  the  new  form.  In  the  southern  part,  I  am 
told,  it  is  the  reverse.  Whilst  in  deciding  the  ques- 
tion, and  here  the  idea  of  its  becoming  an  impediment 
to  its  separation  from  this,  operates  thoroughly,  whilst 
pains  have  not  been  wanting  to  inculcate  a  belief,  that 
the  general  government  proposed  will,  without  scru- 
ple or  delay,  barter  away  their  rights  to  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi.' 


Infonaaiioa  from  tlut  quaitcr  woald  hare  justified  the  ci|>ecUtion  o(  a  nn*- 
siniiiy  in  the  Eon*ention  ;  wlier«iu  aa  accou  nt  «o  oppmitc  to  vTcry  fonDei  oa^ 
laving  arrived  ai  the  very  timn  when  the  dMtioiiG  were  cairfjog  oa  here,  gav* 
n  opportunity  10  the  0)>poueiiu  of  the  proposed  canstUutiou  to  hold  tip  to  the 
p«ipk  its  not  having  been  so  gvncnlly  Approved  of  in  other  States  u  they  bad 
Wco  bugght  to  believe,  and  of  oonscquencc  prepared  Ehetn  to  receive  other  iin- 
pCMMOaa  Bsfriendiy  to  the  goventmenl  and  lending  to  inBuencc  their  rotes  in 
favor  of  anlifederal  chnracteriL."— lfii<A«M^f«M  ta  Jehn  Lan^don,  3  April  17S8. 
'  "  Thii,  however,  I  miiy  %»iy,  that  the  northern,  or  upper  CountiBs  are  gen- 
eraHy  friendly  to  the  adoption  ol  ih«  govrromcDl ;  the  lower  art  taiJ  to  be  gen- 
«rmlly  nnfrieodly,  the  MDiiiiienIs  of  the  western  purts  of  the  States  are  not  fnlly 
JtaanpD,  bat  no  means  have  been  left  untried  to  prcindice  them  ogaiBSt  the  sjt- 
4m,  every  art  that  could  inflame  th«  puaiontor  touch  the  interests  of  men  have 
%cea  essayed  ; — the  igodrant  have  been  told  that  should  the  propoicd  govem- 
Btcnt  obtain,  their  land»  would  be  taken  from  them  and  their  properly  ditpooed 
of ;— «nd  alt  rsniu  ore  tnfonded  thai  the  prohibition  of  the  Navigation  of  tbe 
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The  postponement  in  New  Hampshire  will  give 
strength  and  vigor  to  the  opposition  in  New  York, 
and  possibly  render  Rhode  Island  more  tardy  than 
she  would  otherwise  have  been,  if  all  the  New  Eng- 
land States  had  adopted  the  measure.  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington joins  in  every  good  wish  for  Mrs  Knox,  your- 
self &  family,  &c.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   CHARLES    LEE. 

Mount  Vkrkon,  4  April.  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

1   am  very  sorry  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
charge  my  account  with  the  James  River  Company, 
for  the  amount  of  which  you  presented  me  with  an 
order.  m 

The  almost  total  loss  of  my  crop  last  year  by  the™ 
drought,  which  has  obliged  me  to  purchase  upwards 
of  eight  hundred  barrels  of  corn,  and  my  other  nu- 
merous and  necessary  demands  for  cash,  when  I  find 
it  impossible  to  obtain  what  is  due  to  me  by  any 
means,  have  caused  me  more  perplexity  and  given 


1  me» 


Mixsisipi)!  (iheir  fnvorile  object)  will  Ilea  cerlain  coni«quenc«  of  theftd< 
of  the  ConKlilntion.     ItuI  nnln-it  lit  landing  these  anfair  vbA  ddjusI  reprCMDt 
tious  I  have  the  fuUm  confidence  id  its  bring  received  in  tills  Slate." —  Watk' 
inglf  /o  Lintoln,  2  April  1788, 

"  I  have  not  nl  tny  moment,  despaired  of  this  Slate's  acceptance  of  the  new 
Con&titution,  lince  the  raiilicaimn  of  Maryland  hy  to  large  and  decided  a  ma- 
jority. Tbe/*iry  of  the  oppnsition,  1  believe,  i%  spcnl,  and  the  grand  push  waa 
made  at  the  Elcctioni  ;  failing  of  succcu  therein,  the  hope*  uf  its  leader*,  begin 
to  flog,  and  man]'  of  Ihem,  or  I  am  mixlnken,  wiiJi  the  bniinets  was  10  com- 
mencede  nuvo^in  which  case  a  difFerenl  line  of  march  would  be  taken  np  by 
somvof  them."—  tVatkingStm  lt>  G^uvtrntur  Morris,  a  Mny,  17M, 
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more  uneasiness  than  I  ever  experienced  before  from 
_  the  want  of  money.     In  addition  to  the  disappoint- 

■  ments,  which  I  have  met  with  from  those  who  are 
indebted  to  me,  I  have  in  my  hands  a  number  of 
indents  and  other  public  securities,  which  I  have 
received  from  time  to  time  as  the  interest  of  some 
Continental  loan-office  certificates,  which  are  in  my 
possession.  As  I  am  so  little  conversant  in  public 
securities  of  every  kind,  as  not  to  know  the  use  or 
value  of  them,  and  hardly  the  difference  of  one  species 
from  another,  I  have  kept  them  by  me  from  year  to 
year  without  having  an  idea  that  they  would  depre- 
ciate, as  they  were  drawn  for  interest,  and  never 
doubting  but  they  would  be  received  in  payment  of 
taxes  at  any  time,  till  I  have  found  by  the  revenue 
law  of  the  last  session,  that  only  a  particular  descrip- 
tion of  them  will  pay  the  taxes  of  the  year  1 787.     The 

Kothers  pay  alt  arrearages  of  taxes,  and  I  am  informed 

are  not  worth  more  than  two  shillings  and  sixpence 

_in  the  pound.     The  injustice  of  this  measure  is  too 

■  obvious  and  too  glaring  to  pass  unobserved.  It  is 
taxing  the  honest  man  for  his  punctuality,  and  reward- 
ing the  tardy  or  dishonest  with  the  sum  of  seventeen 
shillings  and  sixpence  in  every  pound  which  is  due 
from  him  for  taxes.  As  you  are  now  in  Richmond  I  take 
the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  (in  a  letter  from  Mr. 

K  Pendleton)  a  certificate  for  a  negro  executed  in  the 
year  1781,  amounting  to  ^69,  which  I  will  thank  you 
to  negotiate  for  me  there  upon  the  best  terms  you  can 
and  pay  the  proceeds  thereof  in  behalf  of  what  is  due 
from  me  to  the  James  River  Company. — The  princi- 


16 


pal  for  the  negro,  and  three  years  interest  thereon 
(which  is  all  that  was  allowed)  amounted  to  ^^133, 
which  was  divided  into  two  certificates,  one  receivable 
in  the  taxes  now  due,  which  I  retain  to  discharge 
part  of  ray  taxes  for  the  year  j  787,  and  the  other  you 
have  with  this.  Upon  what  principle  of  justice  interest 
is  allowed  on  the  above  certificates  from  the  ist  of 
Jany,  1785  only  my  ideas  are  not  sufficiently  compre-| 
hensive  to  understand,  and  if  it  should  fall  in  your  way  1 
to  inquire,  should  be  glad  to  know  ;  as  also  what  will 
or  is  likely  to  be  the  final  result  of  my  holding  the  j 
certificates,  which  have  been  given  to  me  for  interest  H 
of  the  money  I  lent  the  public  in  the  day  of  its  dis- 
tress. I  am  well  apprized,  that  these  are  negotiable  H 
things  as  above,  and  when  a  person  is  obliged  to  part  ^ 
with  them,  he  must,  as  with  other  commodities  at  mar- 
ket, take  what  they  will  fetch  ;  hut  the  object  of  my 
inquiry  is  to  know  what  the  final  end  of  them  will  b€ 
if  retained  in  my  chest.  Strange  indeed  it  seems, 
that  the  public  officers  should  take  in  the  original  cer- 
tificates, issued  new  by  a  scale  of  their  own,  reducingthe 
money,  as  they  say,  to  specie  value,  give  warrants  (or 
interest  accordingly,  and  then,  behold  !  these  specie 
warrants  are  worth  two  shillings  and  sixpence  in  the 
pound.  To  commit  them  to  the  flames,  or  suffer  this, 
is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me.  There  can  be  no 
justice,  where  there  are  such  practices.  You  wilt 
pardon  me  for  dwelling  so  long  upon  this  subject.  It 
is  a  matter,  which  does  not  concern  me  alone^  but 
must  affect  many  others.  With  great  esteem  and 
regard,  1  am,  &c. 
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TO   JAMES   WILSON. 

»IouNT  Vbuxos.  4  April,  17W. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  please  to  accept  of  my  best  thanks  for  the 
copy  of  the  debates  of  your  late  convention,'  which 
you  have  been  so  polite  as  to  send  me.  That,  to- 
gether with  your  favor  of  the  iith  ultimo,  was 
handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Madison.  The  violent  proceed- 
ings of  the  enemies  of  the  proposed  constitution  in 
your  State  are  to  be  regretted,  as  disturbing  the  peace 
of  society  ;  but  in  any  other  point  of  view  they  are 
not  to  be  reg^arded,  for  their  unimportance  effectually 
precludes  any  fear  of  their  having  an  extensive  or 
lasting  influence,  and  their  activity  holds  up  to  view 
the  general  cast  and  character  of  them,  which  need 
only  to  be  seen  to  be  disregarded, 
r  It  is  impossible  to  say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
what  will  be  the  determination  of  the  convention  in 
this  State  upon  the  proposed  plan  of  government.  I 
have  no  opportunity  of  gaining  information  respect- 
ing the  matter,  but  what  comes  through  the  medium 
of  the  newspapers,  or  from  those  gentlemen  who  visit 
me.  as  I  have  hardly  been  ten  miles  from  my  farm 
since  my  return  from  Philadelphia  Some  judgment 
may  be  formed  when  the  members  chosen  by  the  sev- 
eral counties  to  serve  in  convention  arc  known ;  as 
their  sentiments  will  be  decided,  and  their  choice  de- 
termined, by  their  attachment  or  opposition  to  the 
proposed  system.     A  majority  of  those  names  I  have 

'The  ootoble volume  an  Pentuylvania  and  lAe  ftdera!  C«MStHtti9H  1787- 
88,  edited  b/  John  Dach  McMuter  and  Fred.  D.  Stone,  give*  a  full  and  com- 
fictnre  o(  this  factioDftI  contest. 
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yet  seen  are  said  to  be  friendly  to  the  constitution ; 
but  these  are  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  State, 
from  whence  less  opposition  was  to  be  expected.  It 
is,  however,  certain,  that  there  will  be  a  greater  weight 
of  abilities  opposed  to  it  here  than  in  any  other  State. 
I  am,  &c.  

TO   THOMAS  JOHNSON. 

UotiKT  Vekmon,  90  April,  17U. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  well  from  report,  as  from  the  ideas  expressed  to 
me  in  your  letter  in  December  last,  I  am  led  to  con- 
clude, that  you  are  disposed,  (circumstanced  as  our 
public  affairs  are  at  present,)  to  ratify  the  constitu- 
tion, which  has  been  submitted  to  the  people  by  the 
federal  convention  ;  and,  under  this  impression,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  expressing  a  single  sentiment  on  the 
occasion.     It  is,  that  an  adjournment,  if  attempted, 
of  your  convention,'  to  a  later  period  than  the  deci- 
sion of  the  question  in  this  State,  will  be  tantamount 
to  the  rejection  of  the  constitution.      I  have  goodi 
reasons  for  this  opinion,  and  am  told  it  is  the  blow ' 
which  the  leading  characters  of  the  opposition  in  the 
next  State  have  meditated,"  if  it  shall  be  found  that  a      « 
direct  attack  is  not  likely  to  succeed  in  yours.     If  thisfl 
be  true  it  cannot  be  too  much  deprecated  and  guarded 
against.     The  postponement  in  New  Hampshire,  (al- 
though it  made  no  reference  to  the  convention  of  this 
State,  but   proceeded  altogether  from  the  local  cir- 

'  The  conventioa  in  the  State  o[  Maryland. 

'That  it,  the  next  Id  which  a  convcntioii  dull  asHmbIt  Kflir  tbkt  o(  Huy>^ 
lAnd. 
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cumstances  of  its  own.)  is  ascribed  by  tbe  opposition 
here  to  complaisance  towards  Virginia,  and  great  use 
is  made  of  it.  An  event  similar  to  this  in  Maryland 
would  have  the  worst  tendency  imaginable  ;  for  inde- 
cision there  would  certainly  have  considerable  influ- 
ence upon  South  Carolina,  the  only  other  State,  which 
is  to  precede  Virginia,  and  submits  the  question  almost 
wholly  to  the  determination  of  the  latter.  The  pride 
of  the  State  is  already  touched  upon  this  string,  and 

.will  be  raised  much  higlier  if  there  is  fresh  cause. 

The  sentiments  of  Kentucky  are  not  yet  known 
here.  Independent  of  these,  the  parties  in  this  State, 
from  the  knownor  presumed opinionsof  the  members. 
arc  pretty  equally  balanced.  The  one  in  favor  of  the 
constitution  preponderates  at  present ;  but  a  little  mat- 
ter, cast  into  the  opposite  scale,  may  make  it  heaviest. 

'  If,  in  suggesting  this  matter,  I  have  exceeded  the 
proper  limit.  I  shall  yet  hope  to  be  excused,  I  have 
but  one  public  wish  remaining.  It  is.  that  in  peace 
and  retirement  I  may  see  this  country  rescued  from 
the  danger  which  is  pending,  and  rise  into  respecta- 
bility, maugre  the  intrigues  of  its  public  and  private 
enemies. 
I  am,  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c.' 

t  "SiDce  iben  T  was  informed  by  the  Honorable  James  Mercer,  ihAl  bii 
Itrother,  Col.  jobn  Mercer,  wh«  wu  at  tbjtt  lime  (July  loiti.)  in  (bit  town 
[Ftrclciicktbuig],  wrns  fumUbcd  with  documciits  toprovc  that  Gcnl.  Withing- 
lon  had  wrote  »  Icllct  ujion  ihc  prwent  Const itu lion,  lo  Governor  Jobnuon,  of 
Marylind  ;  and  Ihal  Gavernar  JohnKon  wu  lo  much  di^plented  with  the  otiidou*- 
■ns  of  G«nl.  WMhington,  as  lo  Induce  him  to  take  an  sctive  part  in  brinsinf 
about  the  ain«ndmcau  propoced  b/  a  comrolti«e  of  the  Conveniioa  of  Mary- 
land." — Dr,  Brocks  u  David  Stuart.  The  rumor  was,  of  coarse,  fal^c:  but 
Washlnglon  sent  the  extract  to  Governor  Johnwn  and  enquired   whether  it 


J46 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1788 

i7sa.    I 


TO  THE  MARQUIS  DE  CHASTELLUX. 

MoOKT  Vernon,  as  April,  1788. 

Mv  DEAR  Marquis, 

In  reading  your  very  friendly  and  acceptable  letter, 
of  2 1st  Deer.,  1787,  which  came  to  hand  by  the  last 
mail,  I  was,  as  you  may  well  suppose,  not  less  de- 
lighted than  surprised  to  meet  the  plain  American 
words,  "  my  wife."  A  wife !  Well,  my  dear  Mar- 
quis, I  can  hardly  refrain  from  smiUngto  find  you  are 
caught  at  last.  I  saw,  by  the  eulogium  you  often 
made  on  the  happiness  of  domestic  life  in  America, 
that  you  had  swallowed  the  bait,  and  that  you  would 
as  surely  be  taken,  one  day  or  another,  as  that  you 
were  a  philosopher  and  a  soldier.  So  your  day  has 
at  length  come.  I  am  glad  of  it,  with  all  my  heart 
and  soul.  It  is  quite  good  enough  for  you.  Now 
you  are  well  served  for  coming  to  fight  in  favor  of  the 
American  rebels,  all  the  way  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  by  catching  that  terrible  contagion — domestic 
felicity — which  time,  like  the  small  pox  or  the  plague, 
a  man  can  have  only  once  in  his  life  :  because  it  com- 
monly lasts  him  (at  least  with  us  in  America— I  dont 
know  how  you  manage  these  matters  in  France)  for  his 
whole  life  time.  And  yet  after  all  the  maledictions 
you  so  richly  merit  on  the  subject,  the  worst  wish 
which  I  can  find  in  my  heart  to  make  against  Madame 
de  Chastellux  and  yourself  is.  that  you  may  neither  of 
you  ever  get  the  better  of  this  same — domestic  feli- 
city during  the  entire  course  of  your  mortal  existence. 

was  B  trae  Uatement,  or  ' '  the  docmmeMt  and  inttrpntatioa  gf  tliis  nitter  by 
Colo.  Mercer  U  itie  effect  o\  pne  ol  (ho»  mistakes,  which  he  Is  to  liable  10  ftU 
iow." — VVtuMngUfit  tf  yiknton,  ji  August,  1768. 
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If  SO  wonderful  an  event  should  have  occasioned 
le,  my  dear  Marquis,  to  have  written  in  a  strange 
style — you  will  understand  me  as  clearly  as  if  I  had 
said  (what  in  plain  English,  is  the  simple  truth)  do 
me  the  justice  to  believe  that  1  take  a  heartfelt  inter- 
est in  whatever  concerns  your  happiness.  And  in 
this  view  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  auspi- 
cious matrimonial  connection.     I  am  happy  to  find* 

Hthat  Madame  de  Chastellux  is  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  Dutchess  of  Orleans,  as  I  have  always  un- 
derstood that  this  noble  lady  was  an  illustrious  pat- 
tern of  connubiai  love,  as  well  as  an  excellent  model 
Pof  virtue  in  general. 
While  you  have  been  making  love,  under  the  ban- 
ner of  Hymen,  the  great  Personages  in  the  North 
have  been  making  war,  under  the  inspiration,  or  rather 
under  the  infatuation  of  Mars.     Now.  for  my  part,  I 

^humbly  conceive,  you  have  had  much  the  best  and 
wisest  of  the  bargain.  For  certainly  it  is  more  con- 
sonant to  all  the  principles  of  reason  and  religion 
(natural  and  revealed)  to  replenish  the  earth  with 

■  inhabitants,  rather  than  to  depopulate  it  by  killing 
those  already  in  existence,  besides  it  is  time  for  the 
age  of  knight-errantry  and  mad-heroism  to  be  at  an 
end.  Your  young  military  men,  who  want  to  reap  the 
harvest  of  laurels,  don't  care  (I  suppose)  how  many 
seeds  of  war  are  sown  ;  but  for  the  sake  of  humanity 
it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  the  manly  employ- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  the  humanizing  benefits  of 
commerce,  would  supersede  the  waste  of  war  and  the 
rage  of  conquest ;  and  the  swords  might  be  turned 
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into  ploughshares,  the  spears  into  prunJnghooks,  and, 
as  the  Scripture  expresses  it,  '*  the  nations  learn  war 
no  more." 

Now  I  will  give  you  a  little  news  from  this  side  of 
the  water,  and  then  finish.  As  for  us,  wc  are  plod- 
ding on  in  the  dull  road  of  peace  and  politics.  We, 
who  live  in  these  ends  of  the  earth,  only  hear  of  the 
rumors  of  war  like  the  roar  of  distant  thunder.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  our  remote  local  situation  will  pre* 
vent  us  from  being  swept  into  its  vortex. 

The  constitution,  which  was  proposed  by  the  fed- 
eral convention,  has  been  adopted  by  the  States  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware,  and  Georgia.  No  State  has  rejected 
it.  The  convention  of  Maryland  is  now  sitting,  and 
will  probably  adopt  it ;  as  that  of  South  Carolina  is 
expected  to  do  in  May.  The  other  conventions  will 
assemble  early  in  the  summer.  Hitherto  there  has 
been  much  greater  unanimity  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
government,  than  could  have  reasonably  been  ex- 
pected. Should  it  be  adopted,  (and  I  think  it  will 
be,)  America  will  lift  up  her  head  again,  and  in  a  few 
years  become  respectable  among  the  nations.  It  is  a 
flattering  and  consolatory  reflection,  that  our  rising 
republics  have  the  good  wishes  of  all  the  philosophers, 
patriots,  and  virtuous  men  in  all  nations  ;  and  that 
they  look  upon  them  as  a  kind  of  asylum  for  man- 
kind. God  grant  that  wc  may  not  disappoint  their 
honest  expectations  by  our  folly  orperverseness.  *  •  * 

With  sentiments  of  the  purest  attachment  and  es- 
teem, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  Marquis,  &c. 
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TO   JOHN    ARMSTRONG. 

Mount  Vbrhom,  35  April,  1788. 


\ 

^U)£AR  Sir, 

B    From  some  cause  or  other,  which  I  do  not  know, 

yoiir  favor  of  the  20th  of  Febniar>'  did  not  reach  mc 

till  very  lately.    This  must  apologize  for  its  not  being" 

sooner  acknowledged.     Although  Colonel  Blaine  for- 

igot  to  call  upon  me  for  a  letter  before  he  left  Phila- 

Bdelphia,  yet  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  previous  to  my 

^departure  from  that  place  ;  whether  they  ever  got  to 

your  hands,  you  best  know. 

I   well   remember  the  observation   you    made   in 

your  letter  to  me  of  last  year,  "that  my  domestic 

retirement  must  suffer  an  interruption."     This  took 

place,  not^vith  Stan  ding  it  was  utterly  repugnant  to  my 

feelings,  my  interests,  and  my  wishes.     I  sacrificed 

I     ever>'  private  consideration,  and  personal  enjoyment. 

^feko  the  earnest  and  pressing  solicitations  of  those, 

"^who   saw  and  knew  the  alarming  situation  of  our 

public  concerns,  and  had  no  other  end  in  view  but 

to  promote  the  interests  of  their  country  ;  conceiving, 

that  under  those  circumstances,  and  at  so  critical  a 

moment,  an  absolute  refusal  to  act  might  on  my  part 

Kbc  construed  as  a  total  disregard  of  my  country,  if 

^'imputed  to  no  worse  motives.      Although    you   say 

the  same  motives  induce  you  to  think,  that  another 

tour  of  duty   of    this  kind  will    fall    to   my  lot,    I 

cannot  but  hope,  that  you  wili  be  disappointed  ;  for 

^I  am  so  wedded  to  a  state  of  retirement,  and  find 

^the   occupations   of   a  rural    life   so  congenial  with 

my  feelings,  that  to  be  drawn  into  public  at  my  ad- 
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vanced  age  would  be  a  sacrifice,  that  would  admit] 
of  no  compensation.' 

Your  remarks  on  the  impressions,  which  wUl  be 
made  on  the  manners  and  sentiments  of  the  people  by 
the  example  of  those,  who  are  first  called  to  act  under 
the  proposed  government,  are  vcr)*  just ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but,  if  the  proposed  constitution  obtains^ 
those  persons  who  are  chosen  to  administer  it  willH 
have  wisdom  enough  to  discern  the  influence,  which 
their  example  as  rulers  and  legislators  may  have  on 
the  body  of  the  people,  and  will  have  virtue  enough 
to  pursue  that  line  of  conduct,  which  will  most  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  of  their  country.  As  the  first 
transactions  of  a  nation,  like  those  of  an  individual 
upon  his  first  entrance  into  life,  make  the  deepest 
impression,  and  are  to  form  tlie  leading  traits  in  his 
character,  they  will  undoubtedly  pursue  those  meas- 
ures, which  will  best  tend  to  the  restoration  of  public] 

'  "  Old  u  I  am.  1  rejalctfAtthtf  high  prohahility.  and  therefore neu  protpcd,  J 
of  ■  genera]  adoption  of  ibc  federal  con«litulion.     This  hope  leads  uson  tolko 
ttsc  of  that  system,  in  which  the  fccJcral  voice  of  Peiin^lvmnia  st^ndik  ready  lo 
announce  jrour  Excellency  the  Grot  pieiddeni  of  the  Union.   In  tht«  there  ncedi 
be  liiile  heaitation  amongst  the  citiicng,  but  not  to  with  yon.     Peruiaded  ai  1 
am  it  will  co&t  yoa  mucli  inxiotis  ibougkt,  cevertliele^  if  the  call  of  God  it 
manifnted  tn  you  In  a  plenary  or  Dnanimout  call  of  the  people,  I  hope  thu 
will  obviate  every  objection  ;  if  not  for  the  whole  term  of  four  year*,  at  leist 
for  half  that  Ume,  if  health  admit :  conttdering,  as  you  will,  that  we  were  Ht 
made  for  ourtclves  therefore  must  not  live  to  ourselves.    My  sole  reason  forrthcMj 
early  hints  is,  that  by  a  divine  bleuing  }-ou  may  be  made  instrumental  in  pviftgJ 
a  wise  and  uiefnl  ixamplt  to  succtmrs ,  in  more  things  than  what  may  be  ntrelf  | 
vmential  to  iho  odice.     I  had  like  lo  be  so  imprudent  as  to  mcntioit  a  few,  bat 
am  checked,  not  by  modesty  alone,  but  by  former  demonslratloBs,  ibat  you  wi9 
bave  in  full  view  all  I  mean  and  mncli  moie.     The  mora  dissipued  cnstotf 
of  the  age,  prompted  by  clevadon  of  ranlc.  national  dignity,  and  oiber  inAauJ 
ideas,  will  but  too  proliahly  contrast  themseUu  to  national  economy,  real  dig- 
ntty  and  private  virtae  too." — Armstrtnig le  [FtuAiH^ioH,  20  February,  1788. 
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and  private  faith,  and  of  consequence  promote  our 
lationat  respectability  and  individual  welfare. 

That  the  proposed  constitution  will  admit  of  amend- 
ments is  acknowledged  by  its  warmest  advocates  ; 
)ut  to  make  such  amendments  as  may  be  proposed 
)y  the  several  States  the  condition  of  its  adoption 
^would,  in  my  opinion,  amount  to  a  complete  rejection 

it ;  for,  upon  examination  of  the  objections,  which 
re  made  by  the  opponents  in  different  States,  and  the 

lendments.  which  have  been  proposed,  it  will  be 
(ound,  that  what  would  be  a  favorite  object  with  one 
»tate,  is  the  very  thing  which  is  strenuously  opposed 
»y  another.  The  truth  is,  men  are  too  apt  to  be 
swayed  by  local  prejudices,  and  those,  who  are  so 
fond  of  amendments,  which  have  the  particular  in- 
terest of  their  own  States  in  view,  cannot  extend  thejr 
ideas  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union.  They  do 
not  consider,  that,  for  every  sacrifice  which  they  make, 
they  receive  an  ample  compensation  by  the  sacrifices, 
which  are  made  by  other  States  for  their  benefit ; 
and  that  those  very  things,  which  they  give  up,  operate 
to  their  advantage  through  the  medium  of  the  great 
interest,     y  .- 

In  addition  to  these  considerations  it  should  be  re- 
membered, that  a  constitutional  door  is  opened  for 
such  amendments,  as  shall  be  thought  necessary  by 
nine  States.  When  I  reflect  upon  these  circumstances, 
I  am  surprised  to  find,  that  any  person,  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  critical  state  of  our  public  affairs, 
and  knows  the  variety  of  views,  interests,  feelings, 
and  prejudices,  which  must  be  consulted  in  framing  a 


general  government  for  these  States,  and  how  littlel 
propositions  in  themselves  so  opposite  to  each  othei 
will  tend  to  promote  that  desirable  end,  can  wish  toj 
make  amendments  the  uUimatum  for  adopting  thej 
offered  system. 

I  am  vcr>'  glad  to  find,  that  the  opposition  in  your] 
State,  however  formidable  it  has  been  represented,  is_ 
generally  speaking  composed  of  such  characters, 
cannot  have  an  extensive  influence.     Their  strength, 
as  well  as  that  of  tliose  in  the  same  class  in  other 
States,  seems  to  lie  in  misrepresentation,  and  a  desire 
to  inflame  the  passions  and  to  alarm  the  fears  by  noisy     , 
declamation,  rather  than  to  convince  the  understand^! 
ing  by  sound  arguments  or  fair  and  impartial  state- 
ments.     Baffled  in  their  attacks  upon  the  constitution, 
they  have  attempted  to  vilify  and  debase  the  charac-     i 
ters,  who  formed  it ;  but  even  here  I  trust  they  willfl 
not  succeed.     Upon  the  whole,  I  doubt  whether  the" 
opposition  to  the  constitution  will  not  ultimately  be 
productive  of  more  good  than  evil     It  has  called 
forth  in  its  defence  abilities  which  would  not  perhaps 
have  been  otherwise  expected  that  have  thrown  new 
light  upon  the  science  of  government.     It  has  given 
the  rights  of  man  a  full  and  fair  discussion,  and  ex- 
plained them  in  so  clear  and  forcible  a  manner,  as 
cannot  fail  to  make  a  lasting  impression  upon  those, 
who  read  the  best  publications  on  the  subject,  an< 
particularly  the  pieces  under  the  signature  of  Pub^ 
Lius.     There  will  be  a  greater  weight  of  abilities  op- 
posed to  the  system  in  the  convention  of  this  State, 
than  there  has  been  in  any  other  ;  but,  notwithstand- 
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^fcj^the  unwearied  pains  which  have  been  taken,  and 
^^TO  vigorous  eiTorls  wliich  will  be  made  in  the  conven- 
tion to  prevent  its  adoption,  I   have  not  the  smallest 
doubt  but  it  will  obtain  here. 
K    I  am  sorry  to  hear,  that  the  college  in  your  nelgh- 
^Ijorhood'  is  in  so  declining  a  state  as  you  represent 
it,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  suffer  a  further  injury  by  the 
I     loss  of  Dr.  Nisbet,  whom  you  are  afraid  you  shall  not 
Hbeable  to  support  in  a  proper  manner,  on  account  of 
"the  scarcity  of  cash,  which  prevents  parents  from  send- 
ing their  children  thither.     This  is  one  of  the  numer- 
I     ous   evils,  which  arise  from  the  want  of  a  general 
■regulating  power ;  for  in  a  country  like  this,  where 
equal  liberty  ts  enjoyed,  where  every  man  may  reap 
his  own  harvest,  which  by  proper  attention  will  afford 
him  much  more  than  is  necessary  for  his  own  consump- 
tion, and  where  there  Is  so  ample  a  field  for  every 
I      mercantile  and  mechanical  exertion,  if  there  cannot  be 
money  found  to  answer  the  common  purposes  of  edu- 
cation, not  to  mention  the  necessary  commercial  circu- 
^lation,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  something  amiss  in 
^■the  ruling  political  power,  which  requires  a  steady,  reg- 
^ulating,  and  energetic  hand  to  correct  and  control  it. 
That  money  is  not  to  be  had,  every  man's  experience 
tells  him,  and  the  great  fall  in  the  price  of  property  is  an 
unequivocal  and  melancholy  proof  of  it ;  when,  if  that 
property  were  well  secured,  faith  and  justice  well  pre- 
ser\'ed.  a  stable  government  well  administered,  and 
confidence  restored,  the  tide  of  population  and  wealth 
would  flow  to  us  from  every  part  of  the  globe,  and, 

I  IMckJDSOD  College  at  Culylc,  io  PennEjIvuiia. 
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iwith  a  due  sense  of  the  blessingfs.  make  us  the  happies 
people  upon  earth.      With  sentiments  of  very 
esteem  and  regard,  1  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Mount  Vernon,  s8  Apiil, 

I  notice  with  pleasure  the  additional  immunities 
and  facilities  in  trade,  which  France  has  granted  by 
the  late  royal  arret  to  the  United  States.  I  Hatter 
myself  it  will  have  the  desired  effect  in  some  measure 
of  augmenting  the  commercial  intercourse.  From  the 
productions  and  wants  of  the  two  countries,  their 
trade  with  each  other  is  certainly  capable  of  gres 
amelioration  to  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  unwise 
icy.  For  so  surely  as  ever  we  shall  have  an  efficient 
government  established,  so  surely  will  that  govern- 
ment impose  retaliating  restrictions,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, upon  the  trade  of  Britain.  At  present,  or  under 
our  existing  form  of  confederation,  it  would  be  idle 
to  think  of  making  commercial  regulations  on  our 
part.  One  State  passes  a  prohibitory  law  respecting 
some  article,  another  State  opens  wide  the  avenue  for 
its  admission.  One  Assembly  makes  a  system,  another 
Assembly  unmakes  it.  Virginia,  in  the  very  last  ses- 
sion of  her  legislature,  was  about  to  ha\'p'passed  some 
of  the  most  extravagant  and  preposterous  edicts  on  the 
subject  of  trade,  that  ever  stained  the  leaves  of  a  legisla- 
tive code.  Itis  in  vain  to  hope  fora  remedy  of  these, 
and  innumerable  other  evils,  until  a  general  goveri 
ment  shall  be  adopted.  i 
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The  conventions  of  six  States  only  have  as  yet  ac- 
cepted the  new  constitution.  No  one  lias  rejected  it. 
It  is  believed  that  the  convention  of  Maryland,  which 
is  now  in  session,  and  that  of  South  Carolina,  which 
is  to  assemble  on  the  12th  of  May,  will  certainly  adopt 
it.  It  is  also  since  the  elections  of  members  of  the 
convention  have  taken  place  in  this  State,  more  gen- 
erally believed,  that  it  will  be  adopted  here,  than  it 
was  before  those  elections  were  made.  There  will, 
however,  be  powerful  and  eloquent  speeches  on  both 
sides  of  the  question  in  the  Virginia  convention  ;  but 
as  Pendleton,  Wythe,  Blair,  Madison,  Jones,'  Nicho- 
las, Innes,  and  many  other  of  our  first  characters,  will 
)e  advocates  for  its  adoption,  you  may  suppose  the 
weight  of  abilities  will  rest  on  that  side.  Henry  and 
Mason  are  its  great  adversaries."  The  governor,  if 
he  approves  it  at  all,  will  do  it  feebly. 

On  the  general  merits  of  this  proposed  constitution, 
I  wrote  to  you  some  time  ago  my  sentiments  pretty 
freely.  That  letter  had  not  been  received  by  you, 
when  you  addressed  to  me  the  last  of  yours,  which 
las  come  to  my  hands.  I  had  never  supposed  that 
'perfection  could  be  the  result  of  accommodation  and 
mutual  concession.  The  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
yourself  is  certainly  a  wise  one,  that  the  constitution 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  accepted  by  nine  States  be- 

'  Both  Dr.  W.  Jones  and  Gabriel  Job«  were  reported  to  be  in  favor  of  tiw 
eomtttatien. 

'  The  dccUntion  of  Henr7  mentioned  in  your  letter,  is  ■  proof  to  me  tluc 

Fitepetsie  meunresvUI  be  his  game.  If  report  doc5  noi  more  ihftD  usually  »>{• 

Igcnte,  Uuoo,  ebo,  is  ripening  Tatt  forgoing  every  length,     lliHliceniiou«neu 

«f  anlnud-renion,  it  ii  uid,  no  longer  apart s  even  ihc  ntodcr^te  opponcntsoC 

the  Constitution."^ J/iuA>>}M  fS«  Rattdalph,  lo  April.  179a. 
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fore  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  procure  ament? 
ments;  for,  if  that  acceptance  shall  not  previously  take 
place,   men's  minds  will  be    so  much  agitated    and_ 
soured,  that  the  danger  will   be  greater  than  ever 
our  becoming  a  disunited  people.     Whereas,  on  tl 
other  hand,  with  prudence  in  temper  and  a  spirit 
moderation,  every  essential  alteration  may  in  thepro^ 
cess  of  time  be  exj)€cted. 

You  will  doubtless  have  seen,  that  it  was  owing  to 
this  conciliatory  and  patriotic  principle,  that  the  con- 
vention of  Massachusetts  adopted  the  constitution  in 
toto,  but  recommended  a  number  of  specific  altera- 
tions, and  quieting  explanations  as  an  early,  serious, 
and  unremitting  subject  of  attention.     Now,  although 
it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  every  individual  in  soci- 
ety will  or  can  be  brought  to  agree  upon  what  is 
exactly  the  best  form  of  government,  yet  there  ar^| 
many  things  in  the  constitution,  which  only  need  to  be 
explained,  in  order  to  prove  equally  satisfactory  to 
all  parties.     For  example,  there  was  not  a  member  o^^ 
the  convention,  I  believe,  who  had  the  least  objectio^| 
to  what  is  contended   for  by  the  advocates  for  a  Bill 
of  Rights  and  Trial  by  Jury.     The  first,  where  the 
people  evidently  retained  ever)'  thing,  which  they  did 
not  in  the  express  terms  give  up.  was  considered  nuga- 
tory, as  you  will  find  to  have  been  more  fully  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Wilson  and  others;  and,  as  to  th^H 
second,  it  was   only  the  difificulty  of  establishing  ^^ 
mode,  which  should  not  interfere  with  the  fixed  modes 
of  any  of  the  States,  that  induced  the  convention  to 
leave  it  as  a  matter  of  future  adjustment. 
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There  are  other  points  in  which  opinions  would  be 
more  likely  to  vary.  As  for  instance,  on  the  ineligi- 
bility of  the  same  person  for  president,  after  he  should 
have  served  a  certain  course  of  years.  Guarded  so 
effectually  as  the  proposed  constitution  is,  in  respect 
to  the  prevention  of  briber)'  and  undue  influence  in 
the  choice  of  president,  1  confess  I  differ  widely  my- 
self from  Mr.  Jefferson  and  you,  as  to  the  necessity 
or  expediency  of  rotation  in  that  appointment.  The 
matter  was  fairly  discussed  in  the  convention,  and  to 
my  full  conviction,  though  I  cannot  have  time  or  room 
to  sum  up  the  argument  in  this  letter.  There  cannot 
in  my  judgment  be  the  least  danger,  that  the  presi- 
dent will  by  any  practicable  intrigue  ever  be  able  to 
continue  himself  one  moment  in  office,  much  less  per- 
petuate himself  in  it,  but  in  the  last  stage  of  corrupted 
morals  and  political  depravity  ;  and  even  then,  there 
is  as  much  danger  that  any  other  species  of  domina- 
tion would  prevail.  Though,  when  a  people  shall 
have  become  incapable  of  governing  themselves,  and 
fit  for  a  master,  it  is  of  little  consequence  from  what 
quarter  he  comes.  Underan  extended  view  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  I  can  see  no  propriety  in  precluding  our- 
selves from  the  services  of  any  man,  who  on  some 
great  emergency  shall  be  deemed  universally  most 
capable  of  serving  the  public' 

'  To  an  txtVj  ajiplicanl  for  office  Washinglon  wrole,  6  June,  1788  : 
"Youi  leticr  is  now  before  me,  and  tctjuires  thai  I  shnuld  uy  Mim^lMiig  in 
Tcplif  OD  ft  lubjcct.  In  whicb  t  feet  myself  moic  emboiriti'MiJ,  and  more  awk* 
wudly  siinated,  iluM  ever  I  have  l>e«n  b«(oce.  It  U  but  jnMlce  to  my  own  fcel- 
•aup  toobwrvc  thai  I  am  consciuuii  I  have  never  lieen  indisposed  Id  do  wfa^l- 
mr«  might  be  In  my  power  in  favor  of  ihoie,  whose  mi&fortnnes  had  been  vna- 
»7 
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In  answer  to  the  obsen^ations  you  make  on  the 
probability  of  iny  election  to  the  presidency,  knowing 
me  as  you  do,  I  need  only  say,  that  it  has  no  enticing 
charms  and  no  fascinating  allurements  for  me.  How* 
ever,  it  might  not  be  decent  for  me  to  say  I  would 
refuse  to  accept,  or  even  to  speak  much  about  an  ap- 
pointment, which  may  never  take  place ;  for,  in  so 
doing,  one  mijjht  possibly  incur  the  application  of  the 
moral  resulting  from  that  fable,  in  which  the  fox  is 
represented  as  inveighing  against  the  sourness  of  the 
grapes,  because  he  could  not  reach  them.  All  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  add,  my  dear  Marquis,  in  order  to 
show  my  decided  predilections  is,  that,  (at  my  time  of 
life  and  under  my  circumstances,)  the  increasing  in- 
firmities of  nature  and  the  growing  love  of  retirement 
do  not  permit  me  to  entertain  a  wish  beyond  that  of 
living  and  dying  an  honest  man  on  my  own    farm. 


voidablif  bro-uirbl  upon  Ihem  wilhanl  any  fault  of  thdrown,  IntkHpivdicUDenI 
I  was  not  It  tittle  concerned  at  an  npplintion  for  employrneiit  undera  govere- 
nml  wTilch  docs  not  yet  exisl,  and  with  lh«  ttdminiitnition  of  which  (in  cue  lE 
should  be  odopled  and  carried  into  execution)  it  is  mnch  more  Uuui  pouible  I 
may  never  be  cancemed.  The  chaos  o(  unccrlainly  in  which  we  arc  involved, 
aitd  tlie  improprjcty  nf  my  anticipating  ercni*.  orhixarding  opinioni,  would 
scarcely  pcrrnil  me  to  touch,  however  slightly,  on  these  dcUcalclupia. 

"  These  circuinsUnccs,  1  observe,  lud  nut  entirely  e«(.-3)>ed  yimr  aitvntion; 
you  vrill  not,  thcrcfoic,  think  it  bard  lli«t  I  shoald  mention  the  subject  us 
pccTiIiariy  distresHng  and  perplexing  to  me.  Delicacy  foiblds,  ibat  I  should 
enlarge  as  tu  uiyielf.  As  to  yoii  I  will  only  add,  ihal  I  kaow  nothisf;  bst  that 
your  character  stands  in  the  faireat  light,  and  conseqaaDtly  cannot  be  actaaled 
by  any  prejudice  against  your  pretensions. 

"I  beg.  Sir,  that  Ihe  candor  and  freedom  which  I  have  uaed  on  this  occa. 
sioa  may  not  be  misinterpreted  to  give  you  any  unintended  and  unnecessary 
anxiety,  or  to  induce  you  to  believe,  llint  T  Iiave  taken  iu  ill  part  the  applica- 
tion, although  I  thought  it  lobe  Bllogciher  untimely  and  improper.  Oa  ibe 
contrary  you  may  fely  upon  my  proles  I  atioii,  that  I  am,  in  every  personal  eoa- 
BideradoQ,  with  t«b1  Mtecm  and  (rienUship,  Jicc." 


Let  those  follow  the  pursuits  of  ambition  and  fame, 
who  have  a  keener  relish  for  them,  or  who  may  have 
more  years  in  store  for  the  enjoyment 

k  Mrs.  Washington,  while  she  requests  that  her  best 
compliments  may  be  presented  to  you,  joins  with  me 
in  soliciting  that  the  same  friendly  and  affectionate 
memorial  of  our  constant  remembrance  and  good 
wishes  may  be  made  acceptable  to  Madame  de  Lafay- 

tctte  and  the  little  ones.     I  am,  &c 

P.  S.     May  ist.     Since  writing  the  foregoing  let- 
"^ter,  I  have  received  authentic  accounts  that  the  Con- 
vention of  Maryland  has  ratified  the  new  Constitution 
by  a  majority  of  63  to  1 1.' 


TO   THE   COUNT 


DE    ROCHAMBKAU. 

Mount  Vkknon.sS  April,  17M. 


Mv  DEAR  Count, 
h  I  have  just  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  1 8th  of  January ;  and 
am  sorry  to  learn,  that  the  Count  de  Grasse,  our  gal- 
lant coadjutor  in  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  is  no  more. 
Yet  his  death  is  not,  perhaps,  so  much  to  be  deplored 
as  his  latter  days  were  to  be  pitied.  It  seemed  as  if 
an  unfortunate  and  unrelenting  destiny  pursued  him, 

'  •■  A  tfaorn,  lhi»  m  Ihe  Miie*  of  the  leftrtcni  of  opposiliori  in  this  Sule.^ 
Should  South  Carolina  give  a»  unequivocal  opposition  at  this  if  stem,  ihe  oppo> 
ntion  will  becotne  feeble.  Vr.  ci|;Iil  afFirmationi  without  a  negative  caniec 
iwicht  of  arguinent.  if  not  of  eloquence,  along  with  il  which  tntght  causv  tvvn 
the  tmeirins  sister  to  heuUle.— M  r,  Cbs&c  it  ic  Mid,  mstdr  a  dlspUy  of  all  hU 
doqoenn — Mr.  Mercer  <lischari;ed  1)is  urhole  Ariillery  of  iiiflnmnjalile  matter, 
■nd  Mr.  Martin  did  something— I  know  not  whnt^but  pratiDinc  with  vehe- 
mence— yel  no  comments  were  made — no.  not  one. — So  the  bn&inus  afler  t, 
very  thort  Seuion.  ended,  and  will  if  I  misialte  not  render  yonrs  ]aa  liretontc" 
_-~Washimgt9Ht«  Af^dism,-i  May,  17SS. 
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to  destroy  the  enjoyment  of  all  earthly  comfort.  The 
disastrous  battle  of  the  12th  of  April,  the  loss  of  the 
favor  of  his  King,  and  the  subsequent  connexion  laJ 
marriage  with  an  unworthy  woman,  were  sufficient  to 
have  made  him  weary  of  the  burden  of  life.  Your 
goodness  in  endeavoring  to  sweeten  its  passage  was 
tnily  commendable,  however  it  might  have  been 
marred  by  his  own  impetuosity.  But  his  frailties 
should  now  be  buried  in  the  grave  with  him,  while  his 
name  will  be  long  deservedly  dear  to  his  country,  on 
account  of  his  successful  cooperation  in  the  glorious 
campaign  of  1781.  The  Cincinnati  in  some  of  the 
States  have  gone  into  mourning  for  him. 

Although  your  nation  and  England  have  avoided 
from  prudential  motives,  going  into  a  war,  yet  I  fancy 
their  affections  have  not  been  much  increased  by  the 
affair  in  Holland.  The  feeling  occasioned  to  France, 
by  the  interference  of  Prussia  and  Britain,  may  not 
pass  away  altogether  without  consequences.  I  wish 
indeed  the  affairs  of  France  to  be  on  a  footing,  which  j 
would  enable  her  to  be  the  arbiter  of  peace  to  the^f 
neighboring  nations.  The  poor  Dutch  patriots  seem, 
by  some  means  or  other,  to  have  been  left  sadly  in  the 
lurch,  and  to  be  reduced  to  a  most  humiliating  condi- 
tion. And  as  if  the  two  powers,  who  reinstated  the 
Stadtholder.  had  not  done  enough  to  set  the  middle 
nations  together  by  the  ears,  they  have  embroiled  for- 
sooth all  the  north  of  Europe  by  bringing  the  Turks 
into  hostility  with  the  two  imperial  courts.  Should 
France  join  with  the  latter,  or  even  should  she  continue 
neuter,   I  can  scarcely  conceive  that  the  Ottoman, 
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will  be  permitted  to  hold  any  of  their  possessions  in 
Europe.  The  torch  of  hostility  being  once  kindled, 
commonly  spreads  apace ;  but  it  is  beyond  my  pre- 
science to  foretell  how  far  this  flame  will  extend  itself, 
before  it  shall  be  entirely  extinguished.     *     ♦     * 


I 


TO    BENJA.MIN    LINCOLN. 

_  MoDKT  Vfrnon.  1  M«jr,  178B. 

Y  DEAR  Sir, 

I  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  29th  of  March,  which  should  have  been  done 
at  an  earlier  period,  had  any  thing  transpired  in  these 
parts  that  was  worth  communicating. 

1  can  now  with  pleasure  inform  you,  that  the  State 
of  Maryland  adopted  the  proposed  constitution  last 
Monday  by  a  very  great  majority.  This  you  will  un- 
doubtedly have  announced  by  the  public  papers  before 
this  letter  reaches  you  ;  but  that  State  will  not  receive 
the  sole  benefit  of  its  adoption  ;  it  will  have  a  very 
considerable  influence  upon  the  decision  in  Virginia, 
for  it  has  been  strongly  insisted  upon  by  the  oppo- 
nents in  the  lower  and  back  counties  in  this  State, 
that  Mar>'land  would  reject  it  by  a  large  majority. 
The  result  being  found  so  directly  opposite  to  this 
assertion  will  operate  very  powerfully  upon  the  senti- 
ments of  many,  who  were  before  undecided,  and  will 
tend  to  fix  them  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  it  will, 
if  I  am  not  misinformed,  have  this  effect  upon  many, 
who  are  chosen  to  the  convention,  and  who  have  de- 
pended in  a  great  measure  upon  the  determination  of 
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Maryland  to  confirm  their  opinion.  But  exclusive  of 
this  influence  the  most  accurate  returns  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  with  their  sentiments  so  far  as  ^i 
they  were  known,  annexed,  gave  a  decided  majority  ^^ 
in  favor  of  the  constitution,  and  the  prevailing  opinion 
is,  that  it  gains  advocates  daily.  I  never  have,  for  my 
own  part,  once  doubted  of  its  adoption  here ;  and,  if 
1  have  at  any  time  been  wavering  in  my  opinion,  the 
present  appearances  and  concurrent  information  would 
have  completely  fixed  it' 

I  am  ver)^  sorry'  to  find  by  your  letter,  that  there  Is 
so  much  of  the  spirit  of  Insurrection  yet  remaining  in 
your  State,  and  that  it  discovered  itself  so  strongly  in 
your  Assembly ;  but  I  hope  the  influence  of  those  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  friendly  to  the  proposed  constitution, 
and  the  conciliator>'  disposition,  which  was  shown  by 
many  of  the  minority  in  your  convention,  will  so  far 
pervade  the  States  as  to  prevent  that  factious  spirit 
from  gaining  ground.  ♦  *  *  With  sentiments  of 
the  highest  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c 

'  "  Since  Ihe  elections  in  this  St«1e,  litllc  doubtiscnlcrlaincd  of  (he  adoptioo 
of  the  pro|>o>c(I  coiiiititulion  •*'\\\x  ui,  (if  no  cnisLakcImii  been  mnilc  witli  rnpect 
lo  the  sentiments  of  the  Kentucky  mcnibc!TK.)  The  opponents  to  it,  I  am  fo* 
(ortncd,  on  nam  ako  of  this  opinion.  Their  {irand  mutoeuvres  were  exhibited 
at  the  elecUont.  and  snme  o{  them,  \i  repartx  be  inie,  vrcrc  nat  moch  to  ibcir 
credit.  F&iling  in  Ihclr  altempl  to  ucdude  the  friends  to  the  new  gaveninifint 
from  the  convention,  and  baffled  in  their  exertions  to  eRect  an  adjoarnmrnl 
in  MftryUntl,  they  have  become  more  pautve  of  late.  Should  South  Carolina, 
now  in  tcMion,  Hccitlc  favorahly,  nnd  ibc  goveinntcnl  thcrctiy  (nine  States 
having  nccedcd]  gel  into  molion,  I  can  Karcely  conceive  that  %xij  one  of  the 
remainder,  or  all  of  them  together,  were  they  lo  convene  for  the  purpose  of 
deliberation,  separated  from  each  other  v&  then  they  would  be  in  a  geognphi- 
ctl  point  of  view,  would  incline  lo  withdraw  (nrm  ihc  union  of  the  other  unc.** 
—  Waikitgion  tt  yay,  15  May,  1786. 
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TO   GEORGE    STEPTOE   WASHINGTON.' 


Mount  Vk&hon,  5  May,  1788. 


■  Dear  George, 

■  I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hanson,  in- 
forming me  that  you  slept  from  home  three  nights 
successively,  and  one  contrary  to  his  express  prohibi- 
tion. Complaints  of  this  nature  are  extremely  painful 
to  me,  as  it  discovers  a'degree  of  impropriety  In  your 
conduct,  which  at  your  time  of  life,  your  good  sense 
and  discretion  ought  to  point  out  to  you,  and  lead 
you  to  avoid.  Although  there  is  nothing  criminal  in 
your  having  slept  with  a  companion  of  good  manners 
and  reputation,  as  you  say  you  have,  yet  your  absent- 
ing yourself  from  your  own  lodgings  under  that 
pretence  may  be  productive  of  irregularities  and 
disagreeable  consequences ;  and  I  now  insist  upon  it 
in  the  most  pointed  terms,  that  you  do  not  repeat  it 
without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Mr.  Hanson. 

One  strong  motive  for  my  placing  you  in  your 
^present  lodgings  was,  that  you  might,  in  your  conduct 
out  of  school,  be  guided  by  Mr.  Hanson's  advice  and 
directions,  as  I  confide  very  much  in  his  discretion, 
and  think  that  he  would  require  nothing  of  you  but 
what  will  conduce  to  your  advantage  ;  and,  at  the  age 
to  which  you  have  now  arrived,  you  must  be  capable 
of  distinguishing  between  a  proper  and  improper  line 
of  conduct,  and  be  sensible  of  the  advantages  or  dis- 
radvantages  which  will  result  to  you  through  life  from 
the  one  or  the  other. 


'  A  acph«w  of  Ceoen]  Wasfainston,  Mn  of  Samud  WwliinKton, 
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Your  future  character  and  reputation  will  depend 
very  much,  if  not  entirely,  upon  the  habits  and  man- 
ners, which  you  contract  in  the  present  period  of  your  , 
life.  They  will  make  an  impression  upon  you,  which  fl 
can  never  be  effaced.  You  should  therefore  be  ex-  ^ 
tremely  cautious  how  you  put  yourself  into  the  way 
of  Imbibing  those  customs,  which  may  tend  to  corrupt 
your  manners  or  vitiate  your  hearL  I  do  not  write  to 
you  in  this  style  from  knowing  or  suspecting  that  you 
are  addicted  to  any  vice,  but  only  to  guard  you  against 
pursuing  a  line  of  conduct,  which  may  imperceptibly 
lead  on  to  vicious  courses.  Mr.  Hanson  has  done 
you  and  Lawrence  justice  In  saying,  that  your  beha- 
vior since  you  have  been  last  with  him  has  been  unex- 
ceptionable except  in  this  instance,  and  one  more 
which  he  has  not  mentioned  ;  and  I  hope  this  is  the 
last  complaint  1  shall  ever  hear,  while  you  remain  in 
your  present  situation  at  least,  as  it  will  prevent  me 
from  using  means  to  regulate  your  behavior,  which 
will  be  disagreeable  to  us  both.  I  am  your  sincere 
friend  and  affectionate  unde.^ 


TO   THE   .MARQUIS   I>E   LAFAYETTE, 

My  dear  Marquis,  MouNrVEHNox.aSM.y.  1788. 

I  have  lately  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  the  two 
letters  by  which  you  introduced  to  my  acquaintance 
M.  Du  Pont  and  M.  Vanderkemp  and  altho*  those 

'  He  wrote  at  thvsamc  time  to  Mt  Hanson  as  follows.  "1  am  lorry  th«t 
the  conduct  of  Qa«  of  my  nephews  has  bcvn  such,  as  to  rcni]«r  a  complaini  lo 
ncRecCHiry,  but  lamestictnel}'  obliged  tDyoufoTtheooinmunlcatioii.  Geoc]^ 


I 
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gentlemen  have  not  as  yet  been  to  visit  me,  you  may 
be  persuaded  that  whensoever  1  shall  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  receiving  them,  it  will  be  with  all  that  atten- 
tion to  which  their  merits  and  your  recommendations 
entitle  them. 

Notwithstanding  you  are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bar- 

Ilow  in  person,  and  with  his  works  by  reputation,  I 
thought  I  wouldjust  write  you  a  line  by  him,  in  order 
Ho  recommend  him  the  more  particularly  to  your  civil- 
ities. Mr.  Barlow  is  considered  by  those  who  are 
good  Judges  to  be  a  genius  of  the  first  magnitude; 
and  to  be  one  of  those  Bards  who  hold  the  keys  of 
the  gate  by  which  Patriots,  Sages  and  Heroes  are  ad- 
mitted to  immortality.  Such  are  your  Antient  Bards 
who  are  both  the  priest  and  door-keepers  to  the  tem- 
ple of  fame.  And  these,  my  dear  Marquis,  are  no 
vulgar  functions.  Men  of  real  talents  in  Arms  have 
commonly  approved  themselves  patrons  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  friends  to  the  poets,  of  their  own  as  well 
as  former  times.      In  some  instances  by  acting  rccip- 

Irocally,  heroes  have  made  poets,  and  poets  heroes. 
Alexander  the  Great  is  said  to  have  been  enraptured 
^vith  the  Poems  of  Homer,  and  to  have  lamented  that 
hiC  had  not  a  rival  muse  to  celebrate  his  actions. 
ftilius  CtCsar  is  well  known  to  have  been  a  man  of  a 
.highly  cultivated  understanding  and  taste.  Augus- 
Htus  was  the  professed  and  magnificent  rewarder  of 

hu  nov  advancei!  to  that  time  of  life,  when  it  is  sbsolutelr  neocsn.rj',  that  lib 
corulucl  >ho«ilil  be  regvilAiM  by  som«  in«anft  or  other.  Coercion  would  be  et* 
trail  elf  painful  to  nic  ;  but,  if  advice,  remonilrnnce,  and  gentle  methods  will 
not  innrer  the  {jurpoie,  olhen  muil  be  tHiten.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  to  him, 
which  1  have  leli  open  for  your  pcnual."— May  }th. 


poetical  merit — nor  did  he  lose  the  return  of  having 
his  atcheivments  immortalized  In  song.  The  Augus- 
tan Age  Is  proverbial  for  intellectual  refinement  and 
elegance  in  composition  ;  In  it  the  harvest  of  laurels 
and  bays  was  wonderfully  mingled  together.  The  age 
of  your  Louis  the  fourteenth,  which  produced  a  mul- 
titude of  great  Poets  and  great  Captains,  will  never  be 
forgotten  ;  nor  will  that  of  Queen  Ann  in  England, 
for  the  same  cause,  ever  cease  to  reflect  a  lustre  upon 
the  kingdom.  Although  we  arc  yet  in  our  cradle,  as  a 
nation,  I  think  the  efTorts  of  the  human  mind  with  us 
arc  sufficient  to  refute  (by  incontestable  facts)  the 
doctrines  of  those  who  have  asserted  that  every  thing 
degenerates  in  America.  Perhaps  we  shall  be  found 
at  this  moment,  not  inferior  to  the  rest  of  the  world 
in  the  performances  of  our  poets  and  painters  ;  not- 
withstanding many  of  the  incitements  are  wanting 
which  operate  powerfully  among  older  nations.  For 
it  is  generally  understood,  that  excellence  in  those 
sister  Arts  has  been  the  result  of  easy  circumstances, 
public  encouragements  and  an  advanced  stage  of  soci- 
ety. I  observe  that  the  Critics  in  England,  who 
speak  highly  of  the  American  poetical  geniuses  (and 
their  praises  may  be  the  more  relied  upon  as  they 
seem  to  be  reluctantly  extorted,)  arc  not  pleased  with 
the  tribute  of  applause  which  is  paid  to  your  nation. 
It  is  a  reason  why  they  should  be  the  more  caressed 
by  your  nation.  I  hardly  know  how  it  is  tliat  1  am 
drawn  thus  far  in  observations  on  a  subject  so  foreign 
from  those  in  which  wc  arc  mostly  engaged,  farming 
and  politics,  unless  because  I  had  little  news  to  tell  you. 
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Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  by  the 
last  Packet,  the  Convention  of  Marj'land  has  ratified 
the  federal  Constitution  by  a  majority  of  63  to  1 1 
voices.  That  makes  the  seventh  State  which  has 
adopted  it.  Next  Monday  the  Convention  in  Virginia 
lovill  assemble — we  have  still  g^ood  hopes  o(  its  adop- 
^tion  here,  though  by  no  great  plurality  of  votes. 
South  Carolina  has  probably  decided  favorably  before 
this  time.  The  plot  thickens  fast.  A  few  short  weeks 
will  determine  the  political  fate  of  America  for  the 
present  generation,  and  probably  produce  no  small 
influence  on  the  happiness  of  society  through  a  long 
succession  of  ages  to  come.  Should  everj'  thing  pro- 
;eed  with  harmony  and  consent  according  to  our 
actual  wishes  and  expectations,  I  will  confess  to  you 
sincerely,  my  dear  Marquis,  it  will  be  so  much  beyond 
any  thing  we  had  a  right  to  imagine  or  expect 
eighteen  months  ago,  that  it  will  demonstrate  as 
visibly  the  finger  of  Providence,  as  any  possible  event 
in  the  course  of  human  affairs  can  ever  designate  it. 
It  is  impracticable  for  you  or  any  one  who  has  not 
been  on  the  spot,  to  realise  the  change  in  men's  minds 
and  the  progress  towards  rectitude  in  thinking  and 
icting  which  will  then  have  been  made. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Marquis,  1  hope  your  affairs  in 
France  will  subside  Into  a  prosperous  train  without 
coming  to  any  violent  crisis.  Continue  to  cherish 
j^your  affectionate  feelings  for  this  country'  and  the 
le  portion  of  friendship  for  me,  which  you  are 
sure  of  holding  in  the  heart  of  your  most  sin- 
cere, &C. 
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TO  JAMES    MADISON. 

HouHT  VCKNOK,  S  June,  I7n. 

Mv  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  few  lines  you  wrote  to  I 
me  on  the  4th  ;  and  though  it  is  yet  too  soon  to  r« 
joice,  one  cannot  avoid  being  pleased  at  the  auspicious' 
opening  of  the  business  of  your  convention.*  Though 
an  ulterior  opinion  of  the  decision  of  this  State  on  the^ 
constitution  would,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  di« 
cussion  of  it  in  the  convention,  have  been  prcmatur^j 
yet  I  have  never  yet  despaired  of  its  adoption  here. 
What  I  have  mostly  apprehended  is,  that  the  Insidious 
arts  of  its  opposers  to  alarm  the  fears  and  inflame  the 
passions  of  the  multitude,  may  have  produced  instruc- 
tions to  the  delegates,  that  would  shut  the  door 
against  argument,  and  be  a  bar  to  reason.  If  this  is 
not  the  case,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  good  sense 
of  this  country  will  prevail  against  the  local  views  of 
designing  characters,  and  the  arrogant  opinions  of 
chagrined  and  disappointed  men.  ^ 

The  decision  of  Marj'land  and  South  Carolina  by^^ 
so  large  majorities,  and  the  almost  certain  adoption 
of  the  proposed  constitution  by  New  Hampshire,  will 
make  all,  except  desperate  men,  look  before  they  leap 

'  "  I  found,  cnntnry  to  my  expectation,  iliAt  ntA  only  a  very  full  Hoom  bad 
bc<n  marlf  oin  the  first  day,  but  ihai  it  had  proceeded  to  ibe  appainuacnt  o( 
ih«  president  aud  ocber  olBverk,  Mr.  Pendleioii  wiu  put  into  tbe cbairiritluiil 
opposition.  Vcslcrtlay  litllc  more  wis  done,  than  BCttlinc  some  forms.  And 
re&olYing  that  no  question,  general  or  particular,  shnuld  be  propoumlrd,  till  the 
whole  plan  should  be  conudeiedand  debated  dau«e  by  cUase.  TWw  wat  motcd 
by  Colonel  Ma.v>n,  nndj  ronlrnry  to  bis  expectations,  concurred  in  by  the  Mbcr 
side,  To-day  (he  dtKOuious  corotncnced  iu  commiitce  of  the  whole.  The 
governor  had  declared  the  day  of  prerimts  amendmenlK  paMed,  and  thrown 
himself  tully  into  the  federal  icaV.  Menry  and  Maiion  niadealame  figure,  Ai^ 
appeared  to  take  diifercnl  and  awkwaid  gToundt.     The  (edenluta  are  ft  i 
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into  the  dark  consequences  of  rejection.  The  ratifi- 
cation by  eight  States  without  a  negative,  by  three  of 
them  unanimously,  by  six  against  one  in  another,  by 

■  three  to  one  in  another,  by  two  to  one  in  two  more, 
and  by  a// the  weight  of  abilift'es  zt\A  property  in  the 
other,  is  enough,  one  would  think,  to  produce  a  cessa- 
tion of  opposition.     I  do  not  mean,  that  this  alone  is 

■  suflficient  to  produce  conviction  in  the  mind,  but  I 
think  it  ought  to  produce  some  change  in  the  conduct 
of  any  man.  who  distrusted  his  infallibility. 

I  Although  I  have  little  doubt  of  your  having  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  the  enclosed  pamphlet,  I  send  it.  It 
is  written  with  much  good  sense  and  moderation.  I 
conjecture,  but  upon  no  certain  ground,  that  Mr.  Jay 
is  the  author  of  it.  He  sent  it  to  me  some  time  ago, 
since  which  I  have  recei%'edtwo  or  three  more  copies.' 
f  With  sincere  esteem  and  affectionate  regard,  I  am 
ever  yours.  

II  TO  JOHN   JAV. 

Dear  Sir  mouj«tVm>ioh,  sjune.  17W. 

By  the  last  mail  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  2gth  of  May,  and  have  now  the  satisfac- 
tion to  congratulate  you  on  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 

dc«l  elated  by  th«  exiatiivg  jiroipcct.  I  t^trc  not,  bowcvei.  spralc  wiili  cer< 
uintjr  »s  to  ihff  decision.  Kentucky  Had  been  extremely  tainted,  is  tuppostd 
lobe  gcnemUy  adverse,  and  every  kind  of  address  Ugoins  on  privately  to  wotk 
on  the  local  inlcrcstf  uid  prejudice*  of  iliat  B.nd  othei  quiu-tent." — Madwn  to 
Wathingtan,  4  Jane.  tySS. 

t'  The  pADvphlel  by  Jay  was  "  An  address  (t>  the  People  of  the  Stale  of  New 
York,  on  the  subject  of  the  Coivilitution."  On  receiving  b  copy,  WadiingtOD 
wrote  Hay  ijtb  :  "  The  i[ood  tense  forcible  observation!,  temper,  and  fflodcr* 
aiion.  irilh  which  il  in  nritlcn,  cannot  fail,  T  ichould  think,  of  malting  a  lerioua 
inprckkion,  even  upon  the  aniifcdeial  mind,  where  it  is  not  under  the  influence 
ol  Rich  lucol  views  as  will  yield  to  no  oisument  no  proofs." 
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tution  by  the  convention  of  South  Carolina.  I  ai 
sorry  to  learn,  there  is  a  probabJUty  that  the  majority 
of  members  in  the  New  York  convention  will  be  anti- 
federalists.  Still  I  hope,  that  some  event  may  turn 
up  before  they  assemble,  which  may  give  a  new  com- 
plexion to  the  business.  If  this  State  should,  in  the 
intermediate  time,  make  the  ninth  that  shall  have  rati- 
fied the  proposed  government,  it  will,  I  Hatter  myself 
have  its  due  weight.  To  show  that  this  event  is  now 
more  to  be  expected  than  heretofore,  1  will  give  you 
a  few  particulars,  which  I  have  from  good  authority, 
and  which  you  might  not  perhaps  immediately  obtain 
through  any  public  channel  of  conveyance.'  ^| 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  con^^ 
venlion,  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  assembled, 
and  unanimously  placed  Mr,  Pendleton  in  the  chair. 
Having  on  that  and  the  subsequent  day  choset)  the 

'  From  Mr,  yiy'i  Ltlttr.—"  It  gl'"*  ™c  ploasure  to  find,  thai  ih«  probtbi^^^ 
ity  q(  V(ij;iiiia*s  adoptiti);  tbe  proposed  conotilulion  rather  increases.  Such  u 
ercBt  would  undoublcOly  diuirm  the  upjiokiiiun.  Ii  *pp«itn  by  recent  ftdriccf 
from  ChaileaoB.  that  we  count  on  South  Ciiratina :  aod  the  Nrw  lUmp^bire 
dcEegatci  u^ure  me,  thai  their  State  will  come  into  the  mcaaure.  There  it 
much  reason  to  believe,  ihkt  the  mnjority  of  the  convention  of  Ibis  Stale  will 
be  coinpoaed  i>I  antUcdcral  cliaractcr ;  but  it  \s  dotiblXul  whether  the  leaden 
will  be  able  to  govern  the  pa'ty.  Man}r  in  the  op|iu«itioii  arc  Iticnd*  to  L'niaa, 
and  mean  well,  but  tbeii  pritinpal  leaden  are  very  far  from  beint*  &olieuoat 
about  the  fate  of  the  Unlou.  Tbey  wUh  sod  mean,  If  possible,  to  reject  tlw 
coofititntion,  with  as  little  debate  and  u  nuch  speed  as  may  be.  It  is  dim, 
however,  certain,  that  the  ETcater  part  o(  their  partj-  vrill  be  equally  decided, at 
rathcT  equally  desperate.  An  idea  has  taken  air,  that  the  southern  part  of  the 
Stale  will  at  all  events  odlicTe  to  the  Union,  and.  if  neccMary  to  that  end,  tedc 
a  separation  from  the  nuKhern.  This  idea  lia*  influence  on  the  fean  of  the 
party.  I  cinnot  And,  thai  they  have  as  yet  so  looked  forward  to  contingent 
events,  or  even  lo  those  the  most  probable,  as  lo  have  united  ia,  or  i 
any  syttetu  adapted  to  them."— New  York,  May  39th. 
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^kst  of  their  officers,  and  fixed  upon  the  mode  of  con- 
Mductlng  the  business,  it  was  moved  by  some  one  of 
those  opposed  to  the  constitution  to  debate  the  whole 
by  paragraphs,  without  taking  any  cjuestion  until  the 
investigation  should  be  completed.  This  was  as  un- 
expected as  acceptable  to  the  federalists,  and  their 
ready  acquiescence  seems  to  have  somewhat  startled 
the  opposite  party,  for  fear  they  had  committed  them- 
selves. 

Mr.   Nicholas  opened  the  business  by   very  ably 
advocating  the  system  of  representation.     Mr.  Henry 
in  answer  went  more  vaguely  into  tlie  discussion  of  the 
^Constitution,  intimating  chat  the  federal  convention 
^^ad  exceeded  their  powers,  and  that  we  had  been  and 
might  be  happy  under  the  old  confederation,  with  a 
few  alterations.     This  called  up  Governor  Randolph, 
who  is  reported  to  have  spoken  with  great  pathos  in 
reply,  and  who  declared,  that,  since  so  many  of  the 
States  had  adopted  the  proposed  constitution,  he  con- 
sidered the  sense  of  America  to  be  already  taken,  and 
that  he  should  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  It  without  In- 
Haisting  previously  upon  amendments.    Mr.  Mason  rose 
^in  opposition,  and  Mr.  Madison  reserved  himself  to  ob- 
^viate  the  objections  of  Mr.  Henry  and  Colonel  Mason 
Vthe  next  day.     Thus  the  matter  rested  when  the  last 

accounts  came  away. 
K  Upon  the  whole,  the  following  inferences  seem  to 
"liave  been  drawn  ;  that  Mr.  Randolph's  declaration  will 
have  considerable  effect  with  those,  who  had  hitherto 
been  wavering;  that  Mr.  Henry  and  Colonel  Mason 
took  di^erent  and  awkward  ground,  and  by  no  means 
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equalled  the  public  expectation  in  their  speeches  ;  thaf 
the  former  has  probably  receded  somewhat  from  his 
violent  measures  to  coalesce  with  the  latter,  and  that  the 
leaders  of  the  opposition  appear  rather  chagrined,  and 
hardly  to  be  decided  as  to  their  mode  of  opposition. 
The  sanguine  friends  of  the  constitution  counted 
upon  a  majority  of  twenty  at  their  first  meeting,  which 
number  they  imagine  will  be  greatly  increased  ;  while 
those  equally  strong  in  their  wishes,  but  more  tem- 
perate in  their  habits  of  thinking,  speak  less  confi- 
dently of  the  greatness  of  the  majority,  and  express 
apprehensions  of  the  arts,  that  may  yet  be  practised 
to  excite  alanns  with  the  members  from  the  western 
district  (Kentucky).  All,  however,  agree,  that  the 
beginning  has  been  auspicious  as  could  possibly  have 
been  expected.  A  few  days  will  now  ascertain  us  of 
the  result.  With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem 
and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    WILUAM    SMITH,    AND   OTHERS,  OF   BALTIMORE. 

Gentlemen.  ^°"^^  v^^^^,  %  Jum,  itm. 

Captain  Barney  has  just  arrived  here  in  the  minia- 
ture ship  called  The  Federalist,  and  has  done  me  the 
honor  to  offer  that  beautiful  curiositj'  as  a  present  to 
me  on  your  part.  I  pray  you,  Gentlemen,  to  accept 
the  warmest  expressions  of  my  sensibility  for  this 
specimen  of  American  ingenuity,  in  which  the  exacti- 
tude of  the  proportions,  the  neatness  of  the  workman- 
ship, and  the  elegance  of  the  decorations,  which  make 
your  present  fit  to  be  preserved  in  a  cabinet  of  curi- 
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osities,  at  the  same  time  that  they  exhibit  the  skill 
and  taste  of  the  artists,  demonstrate  that  Americans 
are  not  inferior  to  any  people  whatever  In  the  use  of 
mechanical  instruments,  and  the  art  of  ship-building. 
The  unanimity  of  the  agricultural  State  of  Mary- 
land in  general,  as  well  as  of  the  commercial  town  of 
Baltimore  in  particular,  expressed  in  their  recent  de- 

ision  on  the  subject  of  a  general  government,  will 
not,  (I  persuade  myself,)  be  without  its  due  efficacy 
on  the  minds  of  their  neighbors,  who,  in  many  in- 
stances, are  intimately  connected,  not  only  by  the 
nature  of  their  produce,  but  by  the  ties  of  blood  and 
the  habits  of  life.     Under  these  circumstances,  I  can- 

ot  entertain  an  idea,  that  the  voice  of  the  convention 
of  this  State,  which  is  now  in  session,  will  be  dissonant 
from  that  of  her  nearly  allied  sister,  who  is  only  sepa- 
rated by  the  Potomac. 

You  will  permit  me.  Gentlemen,  to  indulge  my 
feelings  in  reiterating  the  heart-felt  wish,  that  the 
happiness  of  this  country  may  equal  the  desires  of  its 
sincerest  friends,  and  that  the  patriotic  town,  of  which 
you  are  inhabitants,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  which  I 
have  always  found  myself  strongly  interested,  may  not 
only  continue  to  increase  in  the  same  wonderful  man- 
ner it  has  formerly  done,  but  that  its  trade,  manufac- 
tures, and  other  resources  of  wealth,  may  be  placed 
permanently  in  a  more  flourishing  situation  than  they 
have  hitherto  been.     I  am,  with  respect,  &c.' 

'  The  ciliiciiK  of  Ballimorc  hud  reccnUy  celcbrsied  the  adofition  ol  Ihe  con- 
■tilutioB  in  Maryland  by  variotu  demon  si  rations  of  joy.  Tbrrc  wnsn  praccb- 
(ion,  in  which  ihe  mechanical  (radet  <uid  liberal  prufcsiiuns  made  a  brilliant 
display  under  tbcil  appropriaie  bajmere.     Commodore  Barney  pcHonncd  » 
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TO    HENRY    KNOX. 


MofKT  VuHOH.  t7  June,  1788. 


My  DEAR  Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  May,  just  when 
I  was  on  the  eve  of  a  departure  for  Fredericksburg 
to  pay  a  visit  to  my  mother,  from  whence  1  returned 
only  last  evening.  The  information  of  the  accession 
of  South  Carolina  to  the  new  government  since  your 
letter,  gives  us  a  new  subject  of  mutual  felicitations. 
It  was  to  be  hoped  that  this  auspicious  event  would 
have  considerable  influence  upon  the  proceedings  o^h 
the  convention  of  Virginia,  but  I  do  not  find  that  t^l 
have  been  the  case.  Affairs  in  the  convention,  for 
some  time  past,  have  not  worn  so  good  an  aspect  as 
we  could  have  wished  ;  and,  indeed,  the  acceptance  of 
the  constitution  has  become  more  doubtful  than  it  was 
thought  to  be  at  their  first  meeting. 

The  purport  of  the  intelligence  1  received  from  m 
private  letters  by  the  last  night's  mail  is,  that  every 

conapicuoas  part  on  this  OGcaaon,  "He  had  n  small  bou,  fifteca  feet  in 
Iflngth,  cnmplel^ly  riggorl  amt  perfectly  equipjied  a*  a  iAif,  which  wat  catlod 
TMt  Federalist;  which,  heing  mounted  or  four  wheels  and  drawn  by  the  soiae 
number  of  lior&es,  look  its  place  in  the  proccuioii.  He  commanded  the  iliip. 
and  wu  honored  with  a  crew  of  caplainn,  who,  at  fats  word  and  the  bo«t«wahi*i 
pipe,  went  through  all  the  varioux  munaruvreB  of  making  and  taking  in  sail,  lo 
the  steal  dcli|;hl  of  the  crowded  winduwt,  doon,  and  baloooieti,  by  which  they 
ptLNsed.  The  »htp  was  immediately  followed  by  all  the  ciptaios,  matca,  aad 
Bcamcn  at  that  time  in  the  port  of  Baltimore.  It  was  p*nuled  tlntmcb  kit  tbe 
pnnnpal  tlrcets  of  Fell*s  I*otnt  and  other  portions  of  the  dly,  and  finally 
amhertd ofi  the  beautiTul  and  lofty  bank  of  ihc  Daun,  which  from  that  occur* 
rence  received,  and  has  ever  since  borne,  the  name  of  Ffdtral  Hiti."  After 
(he  pageant  was  over,  it  was  resolved  to  prevent  the  ship  to  Ceoeral  Waahing- 
ton  in  the  name  of  the  merchants  and  ship-mastcn  of  Baltimorv.  It  vat 
launched,  and  nuvi)£aied  by  Commodore  Barney  down  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  and  thence  up  the  river  to  Mouot  Vemon.  —Lift 
e/  Jethtia  Bamty,  p.  157. — ^arkt. 
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species  of  address  and  artifice  has  been  put  in  prac- 
tice by  the  antifederalists  to  create  jealousies  and  ex- 
cite alarms.  Much  appears  to  depend  upon  the  final 
part  which  the  Kentucky  members  will  take ;  into 
whose  minds  apprehensions  of  unreal  dangers,  respect- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  their  organ- 
ization into  a  separate  State,  have  been  industriously 
infused.'  Each  side  seems  to  think  at  present,  that 
it  has  a  small  majority.  However  it  shall  turn,  it  will 
be  very  inconsiderable.  Though  for  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  but  imaginct  if  any  decision  is  had,  it  will  be 
in  favor  of  the  adoption.  My  apprehension  rather 
is,  that  a  strenuous  and  successful  e^ort  may  be  made 
for  an  adjournment,  under  an  idea  of  opening  a  cor- 
respondence with  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  con- 
stitution in  other  States.  Colonel  Oswald  has  been 
at  Richmond,  it  is  said,  with  letters  from  the  anti- 
federalists  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  to  their 
coadjutors  in  this  State: 

'  Cbagiined  «l  the  chuii^cs  tkot  had  prevenlod  the  crectian  of  Kentncky 
into  a  Kparatc  Slate,  And  inRuenced,  |terhaps,  hy  ihe  vote  of  the  Kentucky 
de]cgsln  lu  tlkc  Virginiit  Convention  on  the  new  Coristiltilion,  Urown  was  ap. 
proached  bj  GaTi]o()ui  with  a  hint  tlial  the  establishment  oF  a  trparale  diHtrict, 
wilhont  maritime  designs,  tccnild  give  ^p«,tn  an  excuse  lot  "  cLcvining  some  plan 
for  adjuiting  ibc  markets  bo  mach  needed  in  6ome  of  oui  possetuoiis." — Car- 
dfgui  to  FhriJa  Blanta,  aj  July.  I79ft.  It  li  certain  that  Brown  interpreted 
Gardoqui's  ofTcr  u  %  positive  promise.  "  1  have  been  assured  by  him  in  the 
Bost  explicit  lenns,  that  if  Kentucky  will  declare  her  independencG,  and  em- 
power iome  proper  pcnon  to  negotiate  with  tiim.  that  he  has  authnrily  und  will 
engage  to  open  the  navigation  of  the  Miuissippi  for  the  exportation  of  their 
prodace  oa  tcmu  of  mutual  advantage  ;  but  that  this  privilege  can  never  be 
extended  to  tbcm  while  part  of  the  United  Stala,  by  reason  of  commercial 
Ircaiies  exitiing  between  that  Court  and  other  powers  uf  Europe," — Brmen  It 
Cftfgt  MnttT,  ID  July,  17S8.  The  pro^»ilion  was  submitted  only  to  a  few  of 
Brown's  correspondents,  and  doe*  not  appear  to  have  been  broached  in  tfaa 
Keniiicky  Convention  of  July,  1788. 
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The  resolution,  which  came  from  the  antifederal- 
ists,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  other  party, 
that  no  question  should  be  taken  until  the  whole 
plan  should  have  been  discussed  paragraph  by  para- 
graph, and  the  remarkable  tardiness  in  their  proceed- 
ings (for  the  convention  has  been  able  as  yet  only  to 
get  through  the  second  or  third  section),  are  thought 
by  some  to  have  been  designed  to  protract  business 
until  the  time  when  the  Assembly  is  to  convene,  that 
is  the  23d  instant,  in  order  to  have  a  more  colorable 
pretext  for  an  adjournment.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  resolution,  there  has  been  much  desultory  debat- 
ing, and  the  opposers  of  the  constitution  are  reported 
to  have  gone  generally  into  the  merits  of  the  qu 
tion.  I  know  not  how  the  matter  may  be,  but  a  fe 
days  will  now  determine. 

I  am  sorry  to  find,  not  only  from  your  intimations* 
but  also  from  many  of  the  returns  in  the  late  papers, 
that  there  should  be  so  great  a  majority  against  the 
constitution  in  the  convention  of  New  York  ;  and  yet 
I  can  hardly  conceive,  from  motives  of  policy  and 
prudence,  they  will  reject  it  absolutely,  if  either  this 
State  or  New  Hampshire  should  make  the  ninth  in 
adopting  it;  as  that  measure,  which  gives  efficacy  to 
the  system,  must  place  any  State  that  shall  actually 
have  refused  its  assent  to  the  new  Union  in  a  very 
awkward  and  disagreeable  predicament. 

By  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  a  young 
gentleman  who  lives  with  me,  but  who  is  now  at 
home  in  New  Hampshire,'  I  am  advised  that  there  is 

■  Tobias  Lear. 
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every  prospect  that  the  constitution  will  be  adopted 
in  that  State  almost  immediately  upon  the  meeting 
of  the  convention.  I  cannot  but  hope,  then,  that 
the  States,  which  may  be  disposed  to  make  a  secession, 
will  think  often  and  seriously  on  the  consequences. 
Colo.  Humphreys  who  is  still  here  occupied  with 
literary  pursuits,  desires  to  be  remembered  in  terms 
of  the  sincerest  friendship  to  you  and  yours. 

Mrs.  Washin^on  and  the  family  oflTer  with  me 
iheir  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Knox  and  the  little 
ones.  I  am,  &c 


k 
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TO    THE    MARQUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE. 

MoUKT  VUNOK,  18  Jane.  1788. 


My  dear  Marquis, 

I  like  not  much  the  situation  of  affairs  in  France. 
The  bold  demands  of  the  parliaments,  and  the  de- 
cisive tone  of  the  King,  show  that  but  little  more 
trritation  would  be  necessary  to  blow  up  the  spark  of 
discontent  into  a  flame,  that  might  not  easily  be 
quenched.  If  I  were  to  advise.  I  should  say  that 
great  moderation  should  be  used  on  both  sides.  Let 
it  not,  my  dear  Marquis,  be  considered  as  a  deroga- 
tion from  the  good  opinion,  that  I  entertain  of  your 
prudence,  when  I  caution  you,  as  an  individual  de- 
sirous of  signalizing  yourself  in  the  cause  of  your 
country  and  freedom,  against  running  into  extremes 
and  prejudicing  your  cause.  The  King,  though,  I 
think  from  every  thing  1  have  been  able  to  learn,  he 
is  really  a  good-hearted  though  a  warm-spirited  man, 
if  thwarted  injudiciously  in  the  execution  of  preroga- 


178 


THE  WRITINGS  OP 


[1788 


tives  that  belonged  to  the  crown,  and  in  plans  which 
he  conceives  calculated  to  promote  the  national  good, 
may  disclose  qualities  he  has  been  little  thought  to 
possess.     On  the  other  hand,  such  a  spirit  seems  to 
be  awakened  in  the  kingdom,  as,  if  managed  with 
extreme  prudence,  may  produce  a  gradual  and  tacit 
revolution  much  in  favor  of  the  subjects,  by  abolisli- 
ing  leitres  de  cachet,  and  defining  more  accurately  the 
powers  of  government.     It  is  a  wonder  Co  me,  there 
should  be  found  a  single  monarch,  who  docs  not  real- 
ize that  his  own  glory  and  felicity  must  depend  on  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  his  people.     How  easy  is 
it  for  a  sovereign  to  do  that,  which  shall  not  only  im- 
mortalize his  name,  but  attract  the  blessings  of  millions^! 
In  a  letter  1  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  I3ar-^ 
low,  but  which  might  not  possibly  have  reached  New^ 
York  until  after  his  departure,  I  mentioned  the  ao^| 
cession  of  Maryland  to  the  proposed  government,  and 
gave  you  the  state  of  politics  to  that  period.     Since 
which  the  convention  of  South  Carolina  has  ratified 
the  constitution  by  a  great  majority.     That  of  this^ 
State  has  been  sitting  almost  three  weeks  ;  and.  soH 
nicely  does  it  appear  to  be  balanced,  that  each  side 
asserts  that   it  has  a  preponderancy  of  votes  in  its 
favor.     It  is  probable,  therefore,  the  majority  will 
small,  let  it  fall  on  whichever  part  it  may.     I  am  11 
clined  to  believe  it  will  be  in  favor  of  the  adoptior 
The  conventions  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshii 
both   assemble   this   week.     A   large   proportion  ol 
members,   with   the  governor  at  their  head,  in  the, 
former,  are  said  to  be  opposed  to  the  government  ii 
contemplation.     New  Hampshire,  it  is  thought,  wil 
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adopt  it  without  much  hesitation  or  delay.  It  is  a 
little  strange,  that  the  men  of  large  property  in  the 
south  should  be  more  afraid  that  the  constitution  will 
produce  an  aristocracy  or  a  monarchy,  than  the 
genuine  democratical  people  of  the  east  Such  are 
our  actual  prospects.  The  accession  of  one  State 
more  will  complete  the  number,  which,  by  the  consti- 
tutional provision,  will  be  sufficient  in  the  first  instance 
to  carry  the  government  into  effect. 

And  then,  I  expect,  that  many  blessings  will  be 
attributed  to  our  new  government,  which  are  now 
taking  their  rise  from  that  industry  and  frugality,  into 
the  practice  of  which  the  people  have  been  forced 
from  necessity.  I  really  believe,  that  there  never  was 
so  much  labor  and  economy  to  be  found  before  in  the 
country  as  at  the  present  moment.  If  they  persist 
in  the  habits  they  are  acquiring,  the  good  effects  will 
soon  be  distinguishable.     When  the  people  shall  find 

emselves  secure  under  an  energetic  government, 
when  foreign  nations  shall  be  disposed  to  give  us 
equal  advantages  in  commerce  from  dread  of  retalia- 
tion, when  the  burdens  of  war  shall  be  in  a  manner 
done  away  by  the  sale  of  western  lands,  when  the 
seeds  of  happiness  which  are  sown  here  shall  begin 
to  expand  themselves,  and  when  every  one,  (under  his 
own  vine  and  fig-tree,)  shall  begin  to  taste  the  fruits 
of  freedom,  then  all  these  blessings  (for  all  these 
blessings  will  come)  will  be  referred  to  the  fostering 
influence  of  the  new  government.  Whereas  many 
causes  will  have  conspired  to  produce  them.  You 
see  I  am  not  less  enthusiastic  than  I  ever  have  been, 
if  a  belief  that  peculiar  scenes  of  felicity  are  reserved 
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for  this  country  is  to  be  denominated  enthusiasm^ 
Indeed,  I  do  not  believe,  that  Providence  has  done  so' 
much  for  nothing.     It  has  always  been  my  creed,  that 
we  should  not  be  left  as  an  awful  monument  to  prove, 
"  that  mankind,  under  the   most   favorable   circum- 
stances for  civil  liberty  and  happiness,  are  unequal 
the  task  of  governing  themselves,  and  therefore  mat 
for  a  master." 

We  have  had  a  backward  spring  and  summer,  wit 
more  rain  and  cloudy  weather  than  almost  ever  hj 
been  known  ;  still  the  appearance  of  crops  in  sonw 
parts  of  the  country  is  favorable,  as  we  may  genei^ 
ally  expect  will  be  the  case,  from  the  dififerencc  of  so^| 
and  variety  of  climate  in  so  extensive  a  region  ;  inso* 
much  that  I  hope,  some  day  or  another,  we  shall 
become  a  storehouse  and  granary  for  the  world.  In 
addition  to  our  former  channels  of  trade,  salted  pro- 
visions, butter,  and  cheese  are  exported  with  profit 
from  the  eastern  States  to  the  East  Indies.  In  con- 
sequence of  a  contract,  large  (quantities  of  flour  are 
lately  sent  from  Baltimore  for  supplying  the  garrisoi 
of  Gibraltar.     I  am,  &c 


TO    RICHARD     HENDERSON. 


MouKT  VuiKQK,  19  Jnne.  17S& 


Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  5th   instant  was  lodged  at  m; 
house  while  I  was  absent  on  a  visit  to  my  mother, 
am  now  taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  noticing  its 
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'  A  genUcman,  who  had  forwarded  certain  queries  to  General  Washiagtoa, 
which  had  been  lent  lo  him  from  Scotland  by  persons  proposing  to  cmi{ 
to  America. 
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contents,  and  those  of  its  enclosure.  Willing  as  I  am 
to  give  satisfaction,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  to  every 
reasonable  inquiry,  (and  this  is  certainly  not  only  so, 
but  may  be  highly  important  and  interesting,)  I  must 
however  rather  deal  in  general  than  particular  observa- 
tions ;  as  I  think  you  will  be  able,  from  the  length  of 
your  residence  in  the  countrj',  and  the  extensiveness 
of  your  acquaintance  with  its  affairs,  to  make  the 
necessary  applications,  and  add  the  proper  details. 
Nor  would  I  choose  that  my  interference  in  the  busi- 
ness should  be  transmitted,  lest,  in  a  malicious  world, 
it  might  be  represented  that  I  was  officiously  using 
the  arts  of  seduction  to  depopulate  other  countries 
for  the  sake  of  peopling  our  own. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  a  point  conceded,  that  Amer- 
ica, under  an  efficient  government,  will  he  the  most 
favorable  country  of  any  in  the  world  for  persons  of 
industry  and  frugality  possessed  of  a  moderate  capital 
to  inhabit.  It  is  also  believed,  that  it  will  not  be  less 
advantageous  to  the  happiness  of  the  lowest  class  of 
people,  because  of  the  equal  distribution  of  property, 
the  great  plenty  of  unoccupied  lands,  and  the  facility 
of  procuring  the  means  of  subsistence.  The  scheme 
of  purchasing  a  good  tract  of  freehold  estate,  and 
bringing  out  a  number  of  able-bodied  men,  indented 
for  a  certain  time,  appears  to  be  indisputably  a  rational 
one. 

All  the  interior  arrangements  of  transferring  the 
property  and  commencing  the  establishment,  you  are 
as  well  acquainted  with  as  I  can  possibly  be.  It 
might  be  considered  as  a  point  of  more  difficulty  to 
decide  upon  the  place,  which  should  be  most  proper 
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for  a  settlement.  Although  I  believe  that  emigrants 
from  other  countries  to  this,  who  shall  be  well-dis- 
posed, and  conduct  themselves  properly,  would  be 
treated  with  equal  friendship  and  kindness  in  all  parts 
of  it ;  yet,  in  the  old  settled  States,  land  is  so  much 
occupied,  and  the  value  so  much  enhanced  by  the 
contiguous  cultivation,  that  the  price  would,  in  gen- 
eral, be  an  objection.  The  land  in  [the]  western  ^ 
country,  or  that  on  the  Ohio,  like  all  others,  has  its  ^| 
advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  neighborhood  ^ 
of  the  savages,  and  the  difficulty  of  transportation, 
were  the  great  objections.  The  danger  of  the  first 
will  soon  cease  by  the  strong  establishments  now 
taking  place  ;  the  inconveniences  of  the  second  will 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  remedied  by  opening  the  in- 
ternal navigation.  No  colony  in  America  was  ever 
settled  under  such  favorable  auspices,  as  that  which 
has  just  commenced  at  the  Muskingum.  Information, 
property,  and  strength,  will  be  its  characteristics.  I 
know  many  of  the  settlers  personally,  and  that  there 
never  were  men  better  calculated  to  promote  the  ^j 
welfare  of  such  a  community.  ^| 

If  I  was  a  young  man,  just  preparing  to  begin  the 
world,  or  if  advanced  in  life,  and  had  a  family  to  make 
a  provision  for,  I  know  of  no  country  where  1  should 
rather  fix  my  habitation  than  tn  some  part  of  that  re-       , 
gion,  for  which  the  writer  of  the  queries  seems  to  have  ^| 
a  predilection.     He  might  be  informed  that  his  name-  ~ 
sake  and  distant  relation,  General  St.  Clair,  is  not  only 
in  high  repute,  but  that  he  is  governor  of  all  the  terri- 
tory westward  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  there  is  a  gentle- 
man (to  wit,  Mr.  Joel  Barlow)  gone  from  New  York 
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by  the  last  French  packet,  who  will  be  in  London  in 
the  course  of  this  year,  and  who  is  authorized  to  dis- 
pose of  a  very  large  body  of  land  in  that  country. 
The  author  of  the  queries  may  then  be  referred  to 
the  "  Information  for  those  who  would  wish  to  remove 
to  America"  and  published  in  Europe  in  the  year 
1784,  by  the  great  philosopher  Dr.  Franklin.  Short 
as  it  is,  it  contains  almost  every  thing,  that  needs  to 
be  known  on  the  subject  of  migrating  to  this  country. 
You  may  find  that  excellent  little  treatise  in  "  Carey's 
American  Afuseum,"  for  September,  1787.  It  is 
worthy  of  being  republished  in  Scotland,  and  every 
Other  part  of  Europe. 

As  to  the  European  publications  respecting  the 
United  States,  they  are  commonly  very  defective. 
The  Abb^  Raynal  is  quite  erroneous.  Guthrie,  though 
somewhat  better  informed,  is  not  absolutely  correct. 
There  is  now  an  American  Geography  preparing  for 
the  press  by  a  Mr.  Morse  of  New  Haven  in  Con- 
necticut, which,  from  the  pains  the  author  has  taken 
in  travelling  through  the  States,  and  acquiring  infor- 
mation from  the  principal  characters  in  each,  will 
probably  be  much  more  exact  and  useful.  Of  books 
at  present  existing,  Mr.  Jefferson's  "Notes  on  Vir- 
ginia "  will  give  the  best  idea  of  this  part  of  the 
continent  to  a  foreigner  ;  and  the  "  Anierican  Farm- 
ef^s  Letters"  written  by  Mr.  Crevccoeur  (commonly 
called  Mr.  St.  John),  the  French  consul  in  New  York, 
who  actually  resided  twenty  years  as  a  farmer  in  that 
State,  will  afford  a  great  deal  of  profitable  and  amusive 
information,  respecting  the  private  life  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, as  well  as  the  progress  of  agriculture,  manu- 


TO   CHARLES   COTE5W0RTH    PINCKNEV. 

HOUHT  VRDNOFf,  9S  Jubc,  tySS. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive,  a  day  or  two  ago, 
your  obliging  letter  of  the  24th  of  last  month,  in 
which  you  advise  me  of  the  ratification  of  tlie  federal 
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factures.  and  arts,  in  their  country.  Perhaps  the  picture 
he  gives,  though  founded  on  fact,  is  in  some  instances 
cmbclhshcd  with  rather  too  flattering  circumstances. 
I  am,  &C.  

TO   CHARLES   CARTER. 

UuuNT  VxiutoN,  aS  JuM,  17M. 

Dear  Sir, 

When  Mrs.  Washington  was  at  the  Church  in 
Fredericksburg  she  perceived  the  Tomb  of  her 
Father,  the  late  John  Dandridge,  Esqr.,  to  be  much 
out  of  Sorts  and  being  desirous  to  have  it  done  up 
again,  will  you  permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  you 
to  engage  a  workman  to  do  this,  the  cost  of  which  1 
will  remit  as  soon  as  you  shall  signify  to  me  that  the 
work  is  accomplished,  and  inform  me  of  its  amount.  I 
would  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  ascertainment 
of  this  before  hand.  I  have  (not  inclining  to  dispute 
Accounts)  felt,  in  too  many  instances,  the  expansion 
of  Tradesmen's  consciences  wlien  no  previous  agree- 
ment has  been  made,  ever  to  put  it  in  their  power  to  fl 
charge  what  they  please  in  future.  My  l)est  wishes,  " 
in  which  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me,  are  tendered  to 
Mrs.  Carter.     With  much  truth. 
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constitution  by  South  Carolina.  By  a  more  rapid 
water  conveyance,  that  good  news  had  some  few 
days  before  arrived  at  Baltimore,  so  as  to  have  been 
very  opportunely  communicated  to  the  convention  of 
this  State  in  session  at  Richmond.  It  is  with  great 
satisfaction  I  have  it  now  in  my  power  to  inform  you, 
that,  on  the  25th  instant,  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
adopted  the  constitution  in  tcto,  by  a  division  of 
eighty-nine  in  favor  of  it,  to  seventy-nine  against  it ; 
and  that,  notwithstanding  the  majority  is  so  small, 
yet,  in  consequence  of  some  conciliatory  conduct  and 
recommendatory  amendments,  a  happy  acquiescence, 
it  is  said,  is  likely  to  terminate  the  business  here  in 
as  favorable  a  manner  as  could  possibly  have  been 
expected. 

No  sooner  had  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  (who  arc 
federal  to  a  man.)  received  the  intelligence  by  the  mail 
last  night,  than  they  determined  to  devote  this  day  to 
festivity.  But  their  exhilaration  was  greatly  increased, 
and  a  much  keener  zest  given  to  their  enjoyment,  by 
the  arrival  of  an  express,  two  hours  before  day,  with 
the  news  that  the  convention  of  New  Hampshire  had, 
on  the  2ist  instant,  acceded  to  the  new  confederacy 
by  a  majority  of  eleven  voices,  that  is  to  say,  fifty- 
seven  to  forty-six. 

Thus  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  when  convened, 
constituted  the  first  public  company  in  America, 
which  had  the  pleasure  of  pouring  [a]  libation  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  ten  States,  that  had  actually  adopted 
the  general  government.  The  day  itself  is  memora- 
ble for  more  reasons  than  one.     It  was  recollected. 


that  this  day  is  the  anniversary  of  the  battles  of  Sulli- 
van's  Island  and  Monmouth.  I  have  just  returned 
from  assisting  at  tlie  entertainment,  and  mention  these 
details,  unimportant  as  they  are  in  themselves,  the 
rather  because  I  think  we  may  rationally  indulge  the 
pleasing  hope,  that  the  Union  will  now  be  established 
upon  a  durable  basis,  and  that  Providence  seems 
still  disposed  to  favor  the  members  of  it  with  tin- 
equalled  opportunities  for  political  happiness. 

From  the  local  situation,  as  well  as  the  other  cir- 
cumstances of  North  Carolina,  I  should  be  truly 
astonished  if  that  State  should  withdraw  itself  from 
the  Union.  On  the  contrary',  1  flatter  myself  with  a 
confident  expectation,  that  more  salutar>'  counsels  will 
certainly  prevail.  At  present  there  is  more  doubt 
how  the  question  will  be  immediately  disposed  of  in 
New  York  ;  for  it  seems  to  be  understood,  that  there 
is  a  majority  in  the  convention  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  federal  system.  Yet  it  is  hardly  to 
be  supposed,  (or  rather  in  my  judgment  it  is  irrational 
to  suppose,)  they  will  reject  a  g^overnment,  which, 
from  an  unorganized  embryo  ready  to  be  stifled  with 
a  breath,  has  now  in  the  maturity  of  its  birth  assumed 
a  confirmed  bodily  existence.  Or,  to  drop  the  meta- 
phor, the  point  in  debate  has  at  least  shifted  its  ground 
from  policy  to  expediency.  The  decision  of  ten  States 
cannot  be  without  its  operation.  Perhaps  the  wisest 
way  in  this  crisis  will  be  not  to  attempt  to  accept  or 
reject,  but  to  adjourn  until  the  people  in  some  parts 
of  the  State  can  consider  the  magnitude  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  of  the  consequences  involved  in  it,  more 
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coolly  and  deliberately.  After  New  York  shall  have 
acted,  then  only  one  little  State  will  remain.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  zV  t's  universally  believed,  tfmt  the  scales  are 
ready  to  drop  from  the  eyes,  and  ilu  infatuation  to  be 
removed  from  the  /leart,  of  Rhode  Island,  May  this 
be  the  case  before  that  inconsiderate  people  shall 
have  filled  up  the  measure  of  iniquity,  before  it  shall 
be  too  late. 

Mrs.  Washington  and  all  with  us  desire  their  best 
compliments  may  be  presented  to  Mrs.  Pinckney  and 
yourself.  Wishing  that  mine  may  also  be  made  ac- 
ceptable to  you  both,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

MOUKT  VKRIfOH,  39  June,  17S8. 


^^  cep[d.ui( 

HMv  dear  Sir, 
B  '  ^^S  y^^  ^il^  accept  my  thanks  for  the  communi- 
"  cations  handed  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  my  congratulations  on  the  increasing  good  dis- 
positions of  the  citizens  of  your  State,  of  which  the 
late  elections  are  strongly  indicative.  No  one  can 
rejoice  more  than  I  do  at  every  step  the  people  of 
this  great  country  take  to  preserve  the  Union,  to 
establish  good  order  and  government,  and  to  render 
the  nation  happy  at  home  and  respectable  abroad. 
No  country  upon  earth  ever  had  it  more  in  its  power 
to  attain  these  blessings  than  United  America.  Won- 
drously  strange,  then,  and  much  to  be  regretted 
indeed  would  it  be,  were  we  to  neglect  the  means,  and 
to  depart    from   the    road,    which    Providence  has 
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pointed  us  to  so  plainly.     I   cannot  believe  it  will™ 
ever  come  to  pass.     The  great  Governor  of  the  uni- 
verse has  letl  us  too  long  and  too  far  on  the  road  to      , 
happiness  and  glor)',  to  forsake  us  in  the  midst  of  it>fl 
By  folly  and   improper  conduct,  proceeding  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  we  may  now  and  then  get  bewil- 
dered; but  I  hope  and  trust,  that  there  is  good  sense 
and  virtue  enough  left   to  recover  the  right   path 
before  we  shall  be  entirely  lost 

You  will,  before  this  letter  can  have  reached  you, 
have  heard  of  the  ratification  of  the  new  government 
by  this  State.  The  final  question  without  previous 
amendments  was  taken  the  25th.  Ayes.  89.  Noes,  79^ 
— but  something  recommendatory  or  declarator)'  of 
the  rights,  the  ultimate  decision.  This  account  and 
the  news  of  the  adoption  by  New  Hampshire  arrived 
in  Alexandria  nearly  about  the  same  time  on  Friday 
evening,  and  as  you  will  suppose  was  cause  for  great 
rejoicing  among  the  inhabitants,  who  have  not  I  be- 
lieve an  antifederaltst  among  them.  Our  accounts 
from  Richmond  are,  that  the  debates,  through  all 
the  different  stages  of  the  business,  though  animated, 
have  been  conducted  with  great  dignity  and  temper; 
that  the  final  decision  exhibited  an  awful  and  solemn 
scene  ;  and  that  there  is  ever)'  reason  to  expect  a  per- 
fect acquiescence  therein  by  the  minority.  Not  only 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Henry,  the  great  leader  of  it, 
who  has  signified,  that,  though  he  can  never  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  constitution  in  its  present  form,  and  shall 
give  it  every  cotistitntionai  opposition  in  his  power, 
yet  that  he  will  submit  to  it  peaceably,  as  he  thinks 
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ever>'  good  citizen  ought  to  do  when  it  is  in  exercise, 
and  that  he  will,  both  by  precept  and  example,  incul- 
cate this  doctrine  to  all  around  him. 

There  is  little  doubt  entertained  here  now  of  the 
ratification  of  the  proposed  constitution  by  North 
Carolina  ;  and,  however  great  the  opposition  to  it 
may  be  in  New  York,  the  leaders  thereof  will,  I 
should  conceive,  consider  well  the  consequences  be- 
fore they  reject  it.  With  respect  to  Rhode  Island, 
the  power  that  governs  there  has  so  far  bafHed  all 
calculation  on  this  question,  that  no  man  would  choose 
to  hazard  an  opinion,  lest  he  might  be  suspected  of 
participating  in  its  phrensy.'  You  have  every  good 
wish  of  this  family,  and  the  sincere  regard  of  your 
i affectionate,  &c. 


TO   JOHN    JAV. 

Mount  ViKNON,  18  Juljr,  178B. 

EAR  Sir, 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
letter  from  Poughkeepsie  ;  since  which  I  have  not 
obtained  any  authentic  advices  of  the  proceedings  of 
your  convention.  The  clue  you  gave  me  to  penetrate 
into  the  principles  and  wishes  of  the  four  classes  of 
men  among  you,  who  are  opposed  to  the  constitu- 
tion, has  opened  a  lai^e  field  for  reflection  and  con- 


I  "  A*  the  infamy  of  th«  conitucl  of  Rbudi:  talanU  ouCgoeii  all  precedent,  ad 
th«  influence  of  her  cuiinicU  can  be  of  no  prejudice.  There  ic  no  other  tt&tr 
or  dwcriplion  of  Men  but  would  blush  to  b«  involved  in  a  connection  with  the 
paper  motier  junto  of  that  iLnaichy.  Gud  graiLt  ihai  the  lioiiett  men  may 
•ajnirc  ui  Ascendency  before  irrevocable  min  shall  confound  the  innocent  with 
1^  guillv."—  WaahiHgtoH  /*  Trumbull,  ao  July.  178B. 
»9 
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jecture.  The  accession  of  ten  State's  must  operate 
Torcibly  with  all  the  opposition,  except  the  class 
which  is  comprehended  in  your  last  description.' 
Before  this  time  you  will  probably  have  come  to 
some  decision.  While  we  are  waiting  the  result 
with  the  greatest  anxiety,  our  printers  are  not  so 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  any  papers  fmm  the  eastward. 
Mine,  which  have  generally  been  more  regular,  ■ 
have  however  frequently  been  interrupted  for  some 
time  past 

It  is  extremely  to  be  lamented,  that  a  new  arrange- 
ment in  the  post-office,  unfavorable  to  the  circulation 
of  intelligence,  should  have  taken  place  at  the  instant  fl 
when  the  momentous  question  of  a  general  govern- 
ment was  to  come  before  the  people.  I  have  seen  no 
good  apology,  not  even  in  Mr.  Hazard's  publication, 
for  deviating  from  the  old  custom  of  permitting  print- 
ers to  exchange  their  papers  by  the  mail.  That 
practice  was  a  great  public  convenience  and  gratifica- 
tion. If  the  privilege  was  not  from  convention  an 
original  right,  it  had  from  prescription  strong  preten- 
sions for  continuance,  especially  at  so  interesting  a 
period.  The  interruption  in  that  mode  of  convey- 
ance has  not  only  given  great  concern  to  the  friends 
of  the  constitution,  who  wished  the  public  to  be  pos- 

'  "  The  leiders  in  opiXMilioo  seem  to  ha««  mon  9xtmil«c  views  dun  theit 
■dhcrcntK,  anJ,  miUl  the  Utter  t>en:dve  that  circumitance,  they  wi]]  probftblv 
continue  cmnbincd.  Thfr  greater  number  ore,  1  believe,  kverw  to  »  rote  of 
rejection.  Sone  would  he  content  with  rccommcnctatDry  juncndmcnt^  ;  oihcrc 
wiiih  fur  explanfttory  one*  to  scltle  G<»i»lniciiona.  which  they  think  «lo(iblful ; 
Othvn  would  not  be  lattsficd  willi  \es\  than  «bio1ute  and  prcvioun  «inendtnenli : 
and  I  ftni  mistaken  ir  tliere  be  not  a  few,  who  (irefcr  a  iieparMtkm  from  the 
Union  10  any  national  govcninicni  whatever."— yflj*  f«  WaikimgUm, 
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sessed  of  every  thing,  that  might  be  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  but  it  has  afforded  its  enemies 
very  plausible  pretexts  for  dealing  out  their  scandals, 
and  exciting  jealousies  by  inducing  a  belief,  that  the 
suppression  of  intelligence,  at  that  critical  juncture, 
was  a  wicked  trick  of  policy,  contrived  by  an  aristo- 
cratic junto.  Now,  if  the  postmaster-general,  with 
whose  character  1  am  unacquainted,  and  therefore 
would  not  be  understood  to  form  an  unfavorable 
opinion  of  his  motives,  has  any  candid  advisers, 
who  conceive  that  he  merits  the  public  employ- 
ment, they  ought  to  counsel  him  to  wipe  away  the 
aspersion  he  has  incautiously  brought  upon  a  good 
cause.  If  he  is  unworthy  of  the  office  he  holds,  it 
would  be  well  that  the  ground  of  a  complaint,  ap- 
parently so  general,  should  l>e  inquired  into,  and,  if 
founded,  redressed  through  the  medium  of  a  better 
appointment. 

L  It  is  a  matter  in  my  judgment  of  primary  impor- 
"tance,  that  the  public  mind  should  be  relieved  from 
inquietude  on  this  subject.  \  know  it  is  said,  that 
the  irregularity  or  defect  has  happened  accidentally, 
in  consequence  of  the  contract  for  transporting  the 
mail  on  horseback,  instead  of  having  it  carried  in 
the  stages ;  but  I  must  confess  I  could  never  account, 
upon  any  satisfactory  principles,  for  the  inveterate 
enmity  with  which  the  postmaster-general  is  asserted 
to  be  actuated  against  that  valuable  institution.  It 
has  often  been  understood  by  wise  politicians  and  en- 
lightened patriots,  that  giving  a  facility  to  the  means 
of  travelling  for  strangers,    and   of  intercourse  for 
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citizens,  was  an  object  of  legislative  concern,  and  a 
circumstance  highly  beneficial  to  any  country.  In 
England,  I  am  told,  they  consider  the  mail-coaches 
as  a  great  modern  improvement  in  their  post-office 
regulations.  I  trust  we  are  not  too  old,  or  too  proud, 
to  profit  by  the  experience  of  others.  In  this  article 
the  materials  are  amply  within  our  reach.  I  am  taught 
to  imagine,  that  the  horses,  the  vehicles,  and  the 
accommodations  in  America,  with  very  little  encoup^H 
agement,  might  in  a  short  period  become  as  good  as^^ 
the  same  articles  are  to  be  found  in  any  country  of  J 
Europe.  And  at  the  same  time  I  am  sorry  to  learn,  \ 
that  the  line  of  stages  is  at  present  interrupted  tn  ' 
some  parts  of  New  England,  and  totally  discontinued 
at  the  southward. 

1  mention  these  suggestions  only  as  my  particular] 
thoughts  on  an  establishment,  which  1  had  conceive 
to  be  of  great  importance.     Your  proximity  to  th 
person  in  question,  and  connexion  with  the  characters 
in  power,  will  enable  you  to  decide  better  than  1  can 
on  the  validity  of  the  allegations,  and  in  that  case  10 
weigh  the  expediency  of  dropping  such  hints  as  may 
serve  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  public.     With  sen- 
timents of  the  highest  consideration  and  regard.  I 
am,  &c 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  been 
favored  with  your  letter  which  was  begun  on  the  4th 
and  continued  till  the  8th  and  thank  you  for  the 
information  therein  contained.  Your  next  will  I  hope 
announce  the  ratification  by  your  State,  without  pre- 
vious amendments. 
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TO  NOAH   WEBSTER. 


Mount  Vehnos,  31  July,  lygfl. 


>IR, 


!  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  July,  and 
:an  only  answer  you  briefly,  and  generally  from  mem- 
that  a  combined  operation  of  the  land  and  naval 
>rce5  of  France  and  America,  for  the  year  1781,  was 
preconcerted  the  year  before  :  that  the  point  at  attack 
was  not  absolutely  agreed  upon,  because  it  would  be 
easy  for  the  Count  de  Grasse  in  good  time  before  his 
departure  from  the  West  Indies  to  give  notice  by 
express  at  what  place  he  could  most  conveniently  first 
touch  to  receive  advices,  because  it  could  not  be  fore- 
known where  the  enemy  would  be  most  susceptible 
of  impression,  and  because  we,  (having  the  command 
of  the  water,  and  with  sufficient  means  of  convey- 
ance.) could  transport  ourselves  to  any  spot  with  the 
greatest  celerity :  that  it  was  determined  by  me, 
(nearly  twelve  months  beforehand,)  at  all  hazards 
Kto  give  out  and  cause  it  to  be  believed  by  the  highest 
^military  as  well  as  civil  officers,  that  New  York  was 
the  destined  place  of  attack,  for  the  important  pur- 
pose of  inducing  the  eastern  &  middle  States  to  make 
B^reater  exertions  in  furnishing  specific  supplies  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  done,  as  well  as  for  the 
interesting  purpose  of  rendering  the  enemy  less  pre- 
pared elsewhere  :  that  these  means,  and  these  alone, 
artillery,  boats,  stores,  and  provisions  were  in  season- 
able preparation  to  move  with  the  utmost  rapidity  to 
any  part  of  the  continent ;  (or  the  difficulty  consisted 
more  in  providing,  than  knowing  how  to  apply,  the 
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military  apparatus:  that  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Count  de  Grasse.  it  was  the  fixed  determination 
to  strike  tiu  enemy  in  the  most  vulnerable  quarter  so 
as  to  ensure  success  with  moral  certainty,  as  our 
affairs  were  then  in  the  most  ruinous  train  imagina-fl 
ble  :  that  New  York  was  thought  to  be  beyond  our™ 
effort,  and  consequently  the  only  hesitation  that 
remained  was  between  an  attack  upon  the  British  • 
army  in  Virginia  or  that  in  Charleston  :  and,  finally^fl 
that  (by  the  intervention  of  several  communications.)  ' 
and  some  incidents  which  cannot  be  detailed  in  a 
letter,  and  which  were  altogether  unknown  to  the  late 
quartermaster-general  of  the  army,  who  was  informed 
of  nothing  but  what  related  to  the  immediate  duties 
of  his  own  department,)  the  hostile  post  in  Virginia, 
from  being  a  proz'isional  and  strongly  expected,  be- 
came the  definitive  and  certain  object  of  the  campaign. 
I  only  add,  that  it  never  was  in  contemplation  to  at- 
tack New  York,  unless  the  garrison  should  first  have; 
been  so  far  disgarnishcd  to  carry  on  the  southern 
operations,  as  to  render  our  success  in  the  siege  of 
that  place  as  infallible  as  any  future  military  event 
can  ever  be  made.  For,  1  repeat  it,  and  dwell  upon 
it  again  and  again,  some  splendid  advantage  (whether 
upon  a  larger  or  smaller  scale  was  almost  immaterial) 
was  so  essentially  necessary  to  revive  the  expiring 
hopes  and  languid  exertions  of  the  country,  at  the 
crisis  in  question,  that  I  never  would  have  consented 
to  embark  in  any  enterprise,  wherein,  from  the  most 
rational  plan  and  accurate  calculations,  the  favorable 
issue  should  not  have  appeared  as  clear  to  my  view 
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as  a  ray  of  lighL     Tlic  failure  of  an  attempt  against 
the  posts  of  the  enemy  could,  in  no  other  possible 
situation  during  the  war,  have  been  so  fatal  to  our 
(Cause. 

B     That  much  trouble  was  taken  and  finesse  used  to 

"  misguide  and  bewilder  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  regard 

to  the  real  object,  by  fictitious  communications  as  wel] 

■as  by  making  a  deceptive  provision  of  ovens,  forage, 
and  boats  in  his  neighborhood,  is  certain.     Nor  were 
less  pains  taken  to  deceive  our  own  army ;  for  I  had 
always  conceived,  when  the  imposition  did  not  com- 
pletely take  place  at  home,  it  could  never  sufficiently 
succeed  abroad. 
■     Your  desire  of  obtaining  truth  is  very  laudable.     I 
wish  I  had  more  leisure  to  gratify  it.  as  1  am  equally 
solicitous  the  undisguised   verity  should  be  known. 
Many  circumstances  will  unavoidably  be  misconceived 
and  misrepresented.     Notwithstanding  most  of  the 
papers,  which  may  properly  be  deemed  official,  arc 
preserved,  yet  the  knowledge  of  innumerable  things 
^^of  a  more  delicate  and  secret  nature  is  confined  to 
^Bthe  perishable  remembrance  of  some  few  of  the  pres- 
Hent  generation.     I   am,  with  sentiments  of   esteem 
~  and  regard.  Sir,  &c. 

telK  SlK, 
favors  of  the  21st  and  37th  of  last  month 
jly  to  hand.     The  latter  contained  the  pleas- 
ing, and  I  may  add  (though  I  could  not  reconcile  it 
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to  any  ideas  I  entertained  of  common  policy)  unex- 
pected account  of  the  unconditional  ratification  of  the 
constitution  by  the  State  of  New  York.  That  North 
Carolina  will  hesitatelong  in  its  choice,  I  can  scarcely 
believe  ;  but  what  Rhode  Island  will  do  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  say.  though  not  worth  a  conjecture,  as  the 
conduct  of  the  majority  there  has  hitherto  baffled  all 
calculation. 

The  place  proper  for  the  new  Congress  to  meet  at;: 
will  unquestionably  undergo,  if  it  has  not  already  done 
it,  much  investigation  ;  but  there  are  certain  things, 
which  are  so  self-evident  in  their  nature,  as  to  speak  —^ 
for  themselves.     This  possibly  may  be  one.     Where  J 
the  true  point  lies  1  will  not  undertake  to  decide ;  but 
there  can  be  no  hesitation.  I  think,  in  pronouncing 
that  in  all  societies,  if  the  band  or  cement  is  strong 
and  interesting  enough  to  hold  the  body  together, 
the  several  parts  should  submit  to  the  inconveniences, 
for  the  benefits  which  they  derive  from  the  conven- 
iences of  the  compact.' 


ielay  ;  oth«ra,  wJio  nr«  nut  swa,y«d  tiy  Ihis  confitdcratiOD,  do 
They  think  i1  would  hir  well  to  Icl  a$  many  Statet  u  pot-  ^| 
ftanity  of  deciding  oit  (he  ci>nuituclou ;  nnd,  what  b  ol  ^^ 


'  "CongTes!>  hftve  deliberated  in  part  on  the  arnngemenls  (or  putting  the  new 
machine  into  operation,  but  have  concluded  on  nothing  but  (he  limes  forcboca. 
ing  clei;lon,  &c.  Those,  whet  with  to  make  New  York  the  fdace  of  tnettng, 
sludioutJy  promote  delay  ;  othera,  who  are  nut  swayed  by  Ihis  considcratioD,  do 
not  urge  despatch, 
itble  have  ao  opportc 
more  consequence,  iliey  wish  to  give  opportuniiics.  where  ihey  can  lake  place, 
for  as  many  elections  of  Stale  Icpslaturcsas  can  precede  a  reasonable  time,  for 
mafcfakg  the  appointments  and  arrangement*  referred  (o  (hem.  If  there  be  loo 
great  an  intcrYal  between  the  acts  of  Congress  on  thit  subjccl,  and  the  next 
electioa  or  next  meeting  of  a  Slate  legi^nlurc,  it  may  aHonl  a  prcteai  foi  in 
intermcdittle  Kumtnnning  of  the  existing  membcn,  who  are  everywhere  loa 
ferleral  than  their  successors  hcrcaflcr  lo  Ik  elected  will  probably  be.  This  is 
parucutartv  the  case  in  Maryland,  where  the  antircdcral  tctnper  of  the  execu* 
lire  woiUtTrcmder  an  intermediate  and  extraordinary  meeting  of  Ihe  Auembly 
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We  have  notliing  in  these  parts  worth  communica- 
ting. Towards  New  York  wc  look  for  whatever  is 
interesting  till  the  States  begin  to  act  under  the  new 
form,  which  will  be  an  important  epoch  in  the  annals 
of  this  country.  With  sentiments  of  sincere  friendship 
and  affection,  I  am  yours,  &c. 

H^Dear  Ceorce, 

H  It  was  with  equal  pain  and  surprise,  that  1  was 
informed  by  Colonel  Hanson  on  Monday  last  of  your 
unjusti5able  behavior  in  rescuing  your  brother  from 
that  chastisement,  which  was  due  to  his  improper 
conduct ;  and  which  you  know,  because  you  have 
been  told  it  in  explicit  language,  he  was  authorized 

H  to  administer  whensoever  he  should  deserve  it.    SCch 


TO   GEORGE   STEPTUE   WASHINGTON. 

Mount  Vekkon,  6  August,  lyftS. 


of  iIkI  SiaIb  (h?  more  likely  lo  lie  cftEIed,  On  roy  way  ihrou^h  MarrUnd, 
I  (onod  inch  an  eveni  to  li«  inurh  (eared  by  the  friends,  mid  wiiJied  by  Ihe  ad- 
vcnuicR,  of  the  constitution.  We  have  no  late  news  froTn  Europe,  nor  any 
thing  from  Nortli  Carolina." — AfaJiicn  lr>  Waiki»^ei»,  3i  July,  178B. 

"  I  am  dearly  in  Kenttmcut  with  yoii  that  ihe  longer  cht  fjucMioti  retperting 
ihe  permanent  Seat  of  Congre**  it mnin*  umAgilaird,  the  gicalcf  certainly  therra 
will  be  of  ilb  fixture  in  a  central  ^put. — But  mul  liavinn  the  xainv  meam  of  in- 
tomiation  and  judging  that  you  have  ;  it  would  have  liecn  A  moot  point  with 
me,  whether  a  ttmporary  residence  of  that  body  at  New  York  would  not  hare 
been  ■  Icm  likely  niean^i  of  keeplug  k  uMmattiv  from  the  ctnier  ibcingfunhor 
mnovcd  from  it)  than  if  it  -Km  lu  he  ni  Phitadclphin  :  because,  in  proportion 
as  you  dnw  it  to  the  center,  you  IcMcn  the  Inconveniences  and  nf  courac  the 
■olicitnde  of  ihe  Southern  and  Western  citremiliet ; — nnd  when  lo  these  are 
MpCT-«dded  the  acnutimnnce*  and  connection!  wtiich  will  nslunilly  be  formed 
^^lieexpen>a  which  more  than  probably  will  be  incurred  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  public  Officen^— with  a  long  train  of  el  ceCcras,  it  uiight  be  found  an 
arduous  task  to  approach  nearci  lo  Ihe  A-«is  thereufier. — TUv^u,  however,  are 
firti  tboQghti,  and  may  not  go  to  the  tnie  priodplei  of  policy  which  goveniB  in 
this  caae." — IVathington  le  Afaiiiten,  18  Aogiul,  1788. 
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refractory  behavior  on   your  part  1  consider  as  an 
insult  equally  offered  to  myself,  after  the  above  com- 
munications ;  and  I  shall  continue  to  view  it  in  that 
light,   till  you    have   made  satisfactory  acknowledg- 
ments to  Colonel  Hanson  for  the  offence  given  him. 
It  is  as  much  my  wish  and  intention  to  see  justice 
done  to  you  and  your  brother,  as  it  is  to  punish  either 
when  it  is  merited :  but  there  are  proper  modes  by      ■ 
which  this  is  to  be  obtained,  and  it  is  to  be  soughtfl 
by  a  fair  and  candid  representation  of  facts  which  can  ^ 
be  supported,  and    nut   by   vague   complaints,  diso- 
bedience, pervcrseness,  or  disobliging  conduct,  which 
make  enemies  without  producing  the  smallest  good.      . 
So  often  and  strenuously  have  I  endeavored  to  incul-fl 
cate  this  advice,  and  to  show  you  the  advantages,  " 


which  are  to  be  expected  from  close  application  to 
your  studies,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  it.  If 
the  admonitions  of  friendship  are  lost,  other  methods 


must  be  tried,  which  cannot  be  more  disagreeable  to^^ri 
you,  than  it  would  be  to  one,  who  wishes  to  avoid  it,  ^^ 
who  is  solicitous  to  see  you  and  your  brother  (the 
only  remaining  sons  of  your  father)  turn  out  well,  and 
who  is  very  desirous  of  continuing  your  affectionate 
uncle.' 


'  "On  my  return  home  l«t  night  I  found  my  nephewr  I^wrencc  hcrt,  wtio 
said  lie  was  afmiil  to  rcniaiii  at  yuur  hoiisc,  ari<I  ofTcrctl  to  show  me  sumc  biubct 
lie  had  received,  Being  preparecl  lor  it,  I  wax  going  (hik  muming  to  rorrvcl 
him  ;  but  he  bejEged  so  carncsily  nnd  promised  so  (ftiihfnlly,  thai  there  ihoiild 
be  no  csusc  of  comjilaint  against  him  for  Uje  (uture,  tlint  1  have  ^uxpendcd  tlic 
pnnlshment. 

"The  letter,  which  I  have  wnticn  to  his  brother  on  ihc  subject,  ii  undo  this 
cover,  and  open  for  your  pcni^.  lie  )»  arrived  al  that  «s'  *'^<1  *'**  now,  as  M 
be  a  fitter  kubjcct  to  be  rca^onrr]  Nviih  tbflii  to  fci^civc  corputol  punithment ;  and 
my  primary  object  in  pbuJng  ihexc  boys  vrilh  you  Air/  was,  that  they,  at  least 
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TO   CHARLES    PETTIT. 


Sir. 


MouifT  ViRttOK,  16  Auguci.  176S. 


■  I  have  to  acknowledge  with  much  sensibility  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  5th  instant,  in  which 
you  offer  your  congratulations  on  the  prospect  of  an 
established  government,  whose  principles  seem  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  benefits  of  society  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  which  you  also  ^ive  a 
more  accurate  state  of  federal  politics  in  Pennsylvania 
than  I  had  before  received.  It  affords  me  unfeigned 
satisfaction  to  find,  that  the  acrimony  of  parties  is 
much  abated. 

^  Doubtless  there  are  defects  in  the  proposed  system, 
which  may  be  remedied  in  a  constitutional  mode.     I 

__ajn  truly  pleased  to  learn,  that  those,  who  have  been 

^considered  as  Its  most  violent  opposers,  will  not  only 
acquiesce  peaceably,  but  cooperate  in  its  organization, 
and  content  themselves  with  asking  amendments  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  The  great 
danger  in  my  view  was,  that  every  thing  might  be 
thrown  into  the  last  stage  of  confusion  before  any 
government  whatsoever  could  be  established,  and  that 

ifcorsc  should  be  treated  more  on  the  faming  of  friendship  And  &«  companions, 
llian  at  mer*  tchoolboy^.  Thin  1  hnpird  would  driw  George' <i  attention  to 
obfcdfe  and  tonvcrtntions  that  would  improve  aud  mighl  nonttibtitc  in  a 
degree  to  wean  Itim  from  Iroyiih  amuncmenta,  the  itiHuence  of  which  wouM 
dtttixl  (o  Lawrence. 

"  Neceuary  and  decent  clothes  they  shall  have  no  cause  to  coniptain  for  the 
viRt  of  ;  and  if  yoti,  Sir,  once  a  month,  or  oTtcner,  would  t>e  so  obliging  as  to 
inspect  them  and  let  me  know  what  they  need.  1  will  take  care  thai  they  shall 
be  provided.  A  line  from  one  of  ihctn,  l&ripcd  .it  tht  post,  iigniiying  their 
doiireof  sending  things  to  my  taitnr  to  t-epoir,  will  indiicr  cht-  nccajtianal  call  ol 
a  fervaot,  which  may  be  sent  to  town  on  athci  busincaa." — Wathittgtvm  ta 
■  SamiuJ  Hnttvm,  6  Augu*!,  IJM. 
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we  should  suffer  a  political  shipwreck  without  the  aid 
of  one  friendly  star  to  guide  us  into  port.  Every  real 
patriot  must  have  lamented,  that  private  feuds  and 
local  politics  should  have  unhappily  insinuated  them-  | 
selves  into,  and  in  some  measure  obstructed,  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  great  national  question.  A  just  opinion, 
that  the  people  when  rightly  informed  will  decide  in 
a  proper  manner,  ought  certainly  to  have  prevented 
all  intemperate  or  precipitate  proceedings  on  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  magnitude ;  nor  should  a  regard  to 
common  decency  have  suffered  the  zealots  in  the 
minority  to  stigmatize  the  authors  of  the  constitution 
as  conspirators  and  traitors.  However  unfavorably 
individuals,  blinded  by  passion  and  prejudice,  might  fl 
have  thought  of  the  characters  wlio  composed  the 
convention^  the  election  of  those  characters  by  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  States,  and  the  reference 
of  their  proceedings  to  the  free  determination  of 
their  constituents,  did  not  carry  the  appearance  of  a 
private  combination  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  their 
counir)'.  Nor  did  the  outrageous  disposition,  which 
some  indulged  in  traducing  and  vilifying  the  mem- 
bers,  seem  much  calculated  to  produce  concord  or 
accommodation. 

For  myself.  I  expected  not  to  be  exempted  from 
obloquy  any  more  than  others.  It  is  the  lot  of  hu- 
manity. But  if  the  shafts  of  malice  had  been  aimed 
at  me  in  ever  so  pointed  a  manner  on  this  occasion, 
shielded  as  I  was  by  a  consciousness  of  having  acted 
in  conformity  to  what  I  believed  my  duty,  they  would 
have  fallen  blunted  from  their  mark.     It  is  known  to 


I 
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some  of  my  countrymen,  and  can  be  demonstrated  to 
the  conviction  of  all,  that  I  was  in  a  manner  con- 
strained to  attend  the  general  convention,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  earnest  and  pressing  desires  of  many  of 
the  most  respectable  characters  in  different  parts  of 
the  continent. 

At  my  age.  and  in  my  circumstances,  what  sinister 
object  or  personal  emolument  had  I  to  seek  after  in 
this  life  ?  The  growing  infirmities  of  age,  and  the 
increasing  love  of  retirement,  daily  confirm  my  de- 
cided predilection  for  domestic  life  ;  and  the  great 
Searcher  of  human  hearts  is  my  witness,  that  I  have  no 
wish,  which  aspires  beyond  the  humble  and  happy  lot 
of  living  and  dying  u  private  citizen  on  my  own  farm. 

Your  candor  and  patriotism  in  endeavoring  to 
moderate  the  jealousies  and  remove  the  prejudices, 
which  a  particular  class  of  citizens  had  conceived 
Kagatnst  the  new  government,  are  certainly  very  com- 
mendable.  and  must  be  viewed  as  sucli  by  all  true 
friends  to  their  country.  In  this  description  I  shall 
fondly  hope  I  have  a  right  to  comprehend  myself; 
and  shall  conclude  by  professing  a  grateful  sense  of 
\youT  favorable  opinion  for  me.     I  am.  &c. 


TO  JOHN    BEALE    BOKDLEV. 

MOUKT  Vkrnon,  ijAugnst.  178*. 
****** 

No  wheat  that  has  ever  yet  fallen  under  my  obser- 

'vation  exceeds  the  wheat  which    some  years  ago  I 

cultivated   extensively   but  which,    from    inattention 


during  my  absence  of  almost  nine  years  from  home, 
has  got  so  mixed  or  degenerateti  as  scarcely  to  retain 
any  of  its  original  characteristics  properly.  But  if 
the  march  of  the  Hessian  fly,  southerly,  cannot  be 
arrested,  and  Colo.  Morgan's  experiments  are  corrob- 
orated by  others  of  equal  skill  and  attention,  il  must 
yield  to  the  palm  the  yellow  bearded  wheat,  which, 
alone,  it  is  said,  is  able  to  resist  the  depredations  of 
that  destructive  Insect,  This  makes  your  present  of 
It  to  me  more  valuable.     I  shall  cultivate  it  with  care. 

The  Cape  wheat  I  have  cultivated  three  years  suc- 
cessively— The  frost  of  the  last  year  almost  destroyed 
it. — In  neither,  did  it  produce  a  full  grain,  though  a 
large  one. — I  have  just  harvested  a  little  of  two  kinds 
of  wheat  sent  me  by  Arthur  Young,  Esqr.,  of  Eng- 
land, one  of  which  he  says  is  called  the  Harrison 
wheat,  and  is  in  high  estimation  in  that  country;  the 
other  is  a  large  white  wheat,  to  which  I  do  not  recol- 
lect he  has  given  any  name. — The  seed  being  in- 
jured in  its  passage,  came  up  badly  and  with  difficully 
any  of  it  was  preserved  from  weads.  &c. — No  con- 
clusive opinion  therefore  can  be  formed  of  either 
from  the  trial  of  this  year,  but  if  there  is  any  thing 
which  indicates  a  superior  quality  in  it  next,  I  will 
reserve  some  of  the  seed  for  you. 

That  the  system  (if  it  deserves  the  appelatiop  of 
one)  of  corn,  wheat,  hay,  has  been  injurious,  and  if 
continued  would  prove  ruinous,  to  our  Lands,  I  be- 
lieve no  person  who  has  attended  to  the  ravages  which 
have  been  produced  by  it  in  our  fields  is  at  a  loss  to 
decide  ;  but  with  deference  let  me  ask  if  the  substitute 
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you  propose  is  the  best  that  can  be  devised?  Wheat 
follows  Corn  :  here  are  not  only  two  Corn  Crops,  but 
those  of  the  most  exhausting  nature  following  each 
other  without  the  intervention  of  a  restorative,  when 
by  the  approved  courses  now  practiced  in  England 
Grain  and  (what  are  called)  fallow  Crops,  succeed 
each  other  alternately.  Though  I  am  not  strongly 
attached  to  a  particular  course  (being  open  to  convic- 
tion) yet  that  which  has  obtained  most  in  my  mind, 
and  which  I  have  been  endeavoring  (for  it  is  not  easy 
to  go  fully  into  any  system  which  produces  a  mate- 
'rial  change  at  once),  is  the  following,  which  for  the 
more  perfect  understanding  of  it  shall  have  dates  to 
their  respective  growths  of  the  Crops.  By  the  usual 
mode  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  we  have  three 
fields— viz — ^one  in  Corn,  one  in  wheat,  and  one  in 
hay. — By  my  plan,  these  three  fields  are  divided  into 
Six. — For  instance  one  of  them,  say  No.  1,  is  planted 
with  Corn  8  feet  by  2 — single  stalks  :  with  Irish  Pota- 
toes, or  Carrots,  or  partly  both,  between  that  Corn 
planted  in  this  manner,  will  yield  as  much  to  the  Acre 
las  in  any  other;  that  the  quantity  of  Potatoes  isat  least 
quadruple  the  quantity  of  Corn,  and  that  Potatoes 
do  not  exhaust  the  Land,  are  facts  well  established  in 
my  mind. — In  April  1789  it  is  sown  with  Buck  wheat 
(for  manure)  which  is  plowed  in  before  harvest,  when 
the  seed  begins  to  ripen,  and  there  is  enough  to 
seed  the  ground  a  second  time.  In  July  it  is  again 
plowed  in  which  gives  two  dressings  to  the  Land  at 
theexpence  only  of  a  bushel  of  B.  \V:  and  the  plow- 
ings  which  would  otherwise  be  essential  iox  a  summer 
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fallow. — In  August,  after  the  putrefaction  and  fermen- 
tation is  over,  wheat  is  sown,  and  In   1790  harvested 
— In   1791 — The  best — and  earliest  kind  of    Indian 
Pease  are  sown  in  broad  cast,  to  be  mown  when  gen<« 
erally  Ripe.     Since  the  adoption  of  this  course,  and" 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
I   have  had  too  much  cause  to  be  convinced,  that,     , 
Pease,  harvested  in  this  manner  is  a  considerable  ex^| 
haustion  of  the  soil — I  ha\'e  some  thoughts  therefore  ~ 
of  substituting  a  medley — of  Pease.  Buck  wheat  for 
seed,  Turnips,   Pom-kins,  &c.,  in  such  parts  of  the 
field  as  will  be  useful  on  the  farm,  and  all  of  them 
preparatives  of  the  ensuing  Crop.     In   1792  Spring 
Barley  or  Oats  ;  or  equal  quantities  of  each  will  fol- 
low with  Clover — The  latter  to  be  fed  with  light  Stock 
after  harvest. — In  1793  the  Field  remains  in  Clover 
for  Hay  or  grazing  according  to  circumstances.     1 
1794  it  comes  again  into  Corn  and  goes  on  as  before. 
It  may  be  remarked  here  as  an  objection  to  this 
System — that  wheat,  in  the  best  farming  Counties  in 
England,  follows  the  Clover  hay — is  sown  on  a  single 
plowing — and  has  been  found  profitable  from  practice.^ 
— My  reasons  for  departing  from  that  mode  are — ist  " 
our  plowing  is  not  equal  to  theirs,  of  course  the  Clover      , 
is  not  so  well  buried,  nor  the  ensuing  (wheat)  Crop 
so  free  from  grass  as  theirs  ;  and  zdly,  if  we  sow  wheat, 
at  an  early  and  proper  period,  we  loose  a  valuable 
part  of  the  clover  Crop — whereas  the  ground  for  Com 
need  not  be  broken  till  the  season  for  grazing  is  over      | 
and  the  Stock  in  the  farm  yard.     By  the  tillage  too, 
which  the  Corn  Crop  ought  to  receive,  followed  by  B.i 
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W.  twice  plowed  In,  Weeds  and  grass  must  be  entirely 
eradicated. 

To  contrast  the  probable  yield  of  this  with  the  old 
course,  of  Corn,  wheat  and  hay — suppose  a  farm  of 
300  acres  of  arable  Land. 

Old 
um.  bush.    bu&h. 

100  of  Maiz  @  \2\  is  1250(03  3/  ;^i87.  lo.  o 
100  Wheat  @  6  "  600  5/  150.  o.  o 
100  Pasture 


337-  'o.  o 


diffe. 


£,\\f>.   5.  o 


453-  »5-  o 


1350®  1/ 


6z,  10.  o 


New 

Acres.  B.      Bush. 

SO  of  Mail  at   i»i  is    625^3/    £,  93,  15.  o 

Potatoes  between  the 
Corn  roMTS  will  quad- 
ruple tKe  Cora  but 
allowing  for  seed, 
accidence  &c.  only 
double 

50  of  wheat  @    9    is    450  @  5/ 

50  of  Barley  ($   10     is     500®  3/6 

50  of  Clover  Hay — 35  Tons  ©50/ 

50  of  Pease  @  4  Bush,  aoo  @  3/6 

50  of  Pasture 


113.  10.   o 

87.  to.  o 

63,  10.  o 

35-  o-  ° 

^453.  »5-  o 


^ 


!n  the  above  statement,  as  much,  T  conceive,  is 
allowed  to  the  old.  and  taken  from  the  new  course,  as 
can  be  done  with  Justice. — The  Pastures  of  the  latter 
will  be  fine,  and  improving;  Those  of  the  former  are 
continually  declining,  and  washing  into  gullies."The 
hand-machine  spoken  of  by  you  for  sowing  Clover 
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Seed  I  have  wished  to  see  but  have  never  yet  seen  j 
one — but  I  cannot  conceive  that  by  this,  or  any  othei'S 
contrivance  a  bushel  of  seed  can  be  made  to  subserve 
20  acres  of  Land,  and  without  a  considerable  mixture 
of  other  grass  seeds,  which  would  in  a  manner,  be 
washed  in  so  short  a  lay  as  is  proposed  by  either  of      1 
our  Systems.  ■ 

I  have  been  informed  that  you  have  in  possession 
one  of  WIntaw's  machines  for  threshing  wheat :  Pray 
how  do  you  approve  of  it  on  trial  ?  Many  of  these 
newly  invented  things  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
moment  but  will  not  stand  the  test  of  constant  use, 
or  the  usage  of  common  laborers — 1  have  requested 
Mr.  Young  if  this  machine  has  supported  its  reputa- 
tion— either  in  his  opinion,  or  the  Judgment  of  those 
on  whom  he  can  rely,  to  send  me  one.     I  am.  &c. 


TO  THE   COUNT    DE    MOUSTIER. 

Mount  VutNo».  t?  AocubI,  1764. 

Sir, 

In  the  letter  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  address  l< 
your  E.xcellency  on  the  26th  of  last  March,   I   inti 
mated  that  as  soon  as  I  should  have  obtained  more 
particular    information    concerning    the   commercial  i 
intercourse  between  France  and  the  United  States,  li 
would    most  willingly   communicate   the  result.      Ill 
prepared  as  I  still  am  to  treat  of  a  subject  so  compli- 
cated in  its  nature,  and  so  extensive  in  its  conse- 
quences, I  will  now  hazard  a  few  facts  and  general 
observations,  without  confining  myself  strictly  to  your 
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questions,  to  which,  however,  you  may  find  there  will 

tbe  a  constant  allusion. 
Respecting  the  utility  or  hurtfulness  of  the  tobacco 
contract  between  Mr.  Morris  and  the  Farmers-Gen- 
eral,  I  have  heard  so  many  specious  arguments  on 
one  side  and  the  other,  thai  I  find  myself  embarrassed 
in  making  a  fair  judgment.     In  ordinary  cases  I  know 
that  all  exclusive  privileges  and  even  partial  monopo- 
■  lies  are  pernicious.     How  far  in   this  instance  the 
contract  has  been  only  a  transference  of  the  business 
^  from  the  foreign  agents,  (English  or  Scottish,)  who 
Hused  to  conduct  it,  into  other  hands,  and  whether  the 
f  same  exportations  in  quantity  would  have  been  made 
directly  to  France  through  more  advantageous  chan- 
nels, I  cannot  pretend  to  determine.     A  free  compe- 
tition in  the  purchase  of  that  article  here,  as  well  as 
I      in  the  sale  at  the  place  of  market,  it  seems  reasonable 
■to  conclude,  would  be  mutually  beneficial  to  both 
~  nations,  howrver  It  might  be  inconvenient  to  indi- 
viduals.    Though  the  present  contract  will  soon  ex- 
L^  pire  of  course,  and  leave  an  equal  field  of  speculation 
Bon  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  I  have  been  taught  to 
H  believe,  that  the  Farmers-General  will  not  so  readily 
give  up  their  share  in  the  monopoly  on  the  other. 
^  So  the  business  must  in  all  probability  revert  to  its 
H  original  channel. 

B  In  reply  to  your  second,  third,  and  fourth  questions. 
I  would  only  briefly  observe,  that  we  are  yet  scarcely 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  coarse  French  wool- 
lens, and  their  lowest  prices,  to  determine  how  far 
they  can  come  in  rivalship  with  those  of  Britain.    The 
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prevailing  opinion  is  in[favorof]  the  latter;  but  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  former,  when  calculated  for  the 
particular  purpose,  may  not  be  made  equally  cheap 
and  good.  As  to  other  articles  of  importation  di-  , 
rectly  from  France,  they  might  consist  in  superfinefl 
broadcloths,  (particularly  blue  which  can  be  afforded  ~ 
cheaper  and  better  than  from  England,)  glass,  gloves, 
ribbons,  silks,  cambrics,  plain  lawns,  linens,  printed  i 
goods,  wine,  brandy,  oil,  fruit,  and  In  general  every  fl 
thing  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  Indian  trade; 
from  the  Islands,  sugar  and  coffee,  in  addition  to  the 
molasses  and  rum.  which  alone  are  permitted  to  be 
exported  to  the  United  States  at  present.  Our  prod- 
uce in  return  to  Europe  might  comprehend  tobacco 
(as  the  staple  from  this  State),  and  from  the  States 
aggregately  wheat,  rice,  other  grain,  bread,  flour,  fish, 
fish  oil,  potashes,  pearlashes,  skins,  furs,  peltry,  indigo,  j 
madder,  different  dyeing  woods,  lumber,  naval  stores,  H 
iron,  coals,  and  ships  ready  built ;  to  the  Islands, 
lumber,  bar  iron,  coals,  live  stock,  and  provisions  of 
all  kinds. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  as  a  first  principle  oF 
extending  the  intercourse,  and  as  a  theory  which  will 
be  found  incontcstably  true  in  experiment,  that,  in^Mk 
proportion  as  France  shnll  increase  the  facHity  o/our^^ 
making  remittances,  in  the  same  ratio  shall  we  in- ^ 
crease  the  consumption  of  her  produce  and  manufac-^^ 
iures.  Common  sense  and  sound  policy  speak  thus 
on  our  part :  "  We  can  furnish  new  materials  of  great 
value,  and  our  ability  to  do  it  will  augment  with  our 
population  every  day ;  we  want  no  money  for  them,] 
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and  we  desire  no  credit  may  be  given  to  iis ;  wc 
cannot  manufacture  fine  articles  so  cheaply  as  we  can 
import  them,  and  must,  while  we  continue  an  agri- 
cultural people,  be  supplied  from  some  quarter ;  we 
offer  you  the  preference,  and  will  take  in  diflerent 
goods  to  the  amount  received  from  us  in  our  staple 

—^  commodities." 

I  This  doctrine  has  been  already  verified,  so  far  as 
an  opportunity  has  been  aflforded  to  observe  the 
eflfect.  The  use  of  French  brandy  in  common  taverns, 
as  well  as  private  houses,  has  been  substituted  for  two 
or  three  years  past  very  much  In  the  room  of  Jamaica 

f  rum.  Probably  not  less  than  twenty-four  thousand 
gallons  have  been  imported  into  this  State  in  one 
year.  The  consumption  of  French  wines  is  also  much 
greater  than  it  has  formerly  been  ;  and  may,  by  a 
moderate  calculation,  amount  to  between  one  half 
and  one  third  of  all  that  is  imported.  The  demand 
for  both  these  articles  might  still  be  extended  with 
the  means  of  making  remittances.  Not  much  French 
salt  is  made  use  of  for  curing  provisions  in  Virginia. 

^  The  opinion  is,  that  it  is  not  so  clean  as  that  imported 
from  other  parts  of  Europe.  If  it  was  properly  puri- 
fied, it  might  and  certainly  would  be  brought  out  as 

^  ballast  in  great  quantities,  and  find  a  ready  market. 

H      About  half  the  exports  from  Virginia  arc  carried 

Bin  American  bottoms,  the  remainder  principally  in 
British  bottoms.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of 
other  foreign  vessels  employed  in  the  trade. 

I  know  not  of  any  other  equivalents,  than  those  to 
^be  derived  by  France  from  the  extension  of  her  com- 
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merce,  which  we  can  give  for  any  new  favors  in  your  ^ 
Islands.'     Under  the  present  rigorous  restrictions,  it 
is  thought  that  trade  is  unpro6tabIe  for  us,  and  will 
decay  or  be  disused  as  soon  as  other  avenues  for 
receiving   our   produce   shall   be   gradually   opened. 
The  maritime  genius  of  this  countrj*  is  now  steering 
our  vessels  in  every  ocean;  to  the  East  Indies,  the 
north-west  coasts  of  America,  and  the  extremities  of  ■ 
the  globe.     I  have  the  best  evidence,  that  the  scale 
of  commerce,  so  long  against  us,  is  beginning  to  turn 
in  our  favor,  and  that,  (as  a  new  thing  in  our  new 
world,)  the  amount  of  exports  from  one  State  last  f 
year  exceeded  that  of  the  imports  more  than  two 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds.  m 

What  change  in  systems,  and  amelioration  in  the  ™ 
general  complexion  of  our  affairs,  arc  likely  to  be 
produced  in  consequence  of  the  national  government. 


'  "  I  believe  I  told  jour  Excellency  before,  I  wu  w  little  coovetttnt  ia 
commercial  matten,  that  I  desired  but  ■mall  Ktret>>  might  be  pIscKl  apon  niji 
opinion*.  It  may  be  nccvsi^ary  lo  rrpcKt  ibjj  O'b&cf^'aiioii  .-i»  an  apology  U» 
what  I  am  about  to  »ay  on  the  commerce  between  ihU  country  sad  ibe  We»l 
India  Islaniis.  I  have  ercry  reason  \q  wi?h,  thai  this  trade  might,  if  poftsible. 
he  made  reciprocally  beneficial.  Of  ihai,  however,  I  enicnain  horic  doubts  : 
loT  hJihfrto  I  have  thought  it  of  much  )cm  importance  to  the  United  State*. 
than  people  commonly  imagine  it  1o  be.  My  rcB&on»  foi  Ihis  opinion  were ; 
ftnt,  beciiune  t  could  not  Jcorn  upon  inqmry,  thai  it  turned  out  much,  if  any, 
to  the  advantage  o(  thoie  contMimed  in  it  ;  and,  secondly,  hecauoc  all  or  neaily 
all  the  produce  impoilcd  from  thence  (coiion  cKccpied)  might  he  considered  as 
anielcK  of  luxury,  the  uix:  uf  whicli  would  in  a  great  measure  be  diKpenaci) 
with,  if  they  were  not  so  easily  to  be  obtained.  But  my  greatest  reason  for 
suppoting  the  tmdedetrimcnla)  touswas,  that  rum,  the  principal  article  received 
from  thence,  is  in  my  opinion  ihc  banc  of  moraU  and  ihe  parent  of  idleneas. 

"I  have  been  informed,  thai,  bcfoie  the  war.  while  all  the  Drilish  liloads 
were  wholly  open  to  our  ve*»clt  and  kome  of  those  of  other  nation*  partly  no, 
the  trade,  (by  enabling  the  odveniurm  to  make  n.  circuitous  remittance  to 
Europe, (  wat  attended  with  pretty  certain,  bat  very  small  profits  ;  and  ibat. 
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which  is  on  the  eve  of  being  established,  I  will  not 
undertake  to  predict.  I  hope  and  trust  the  ties,  which 
connect  this  nation  with  France,  will  be  strengthened 
and  made  durable  by  It.  In  the  mean  time  there  are 
three  things,  which  1  flatter  myself  will  counterbal- 
ance, on  the  side  of  the  French  commerce,  the  three 
advantages,  of  which  I  conceive  tlie  British  merchants 
to  be  possessed.  The  circumstances  to  which  I  allude 
are,  ist,  the  increasing  prejudices  of  this  country 
^^ainst  a  commercial  intercourse  with  England,  occa- 
sioned by  provocations  and  augmented  by  impositions 
on  her  part ;  rndly,  the  facility  given  in  many  in- 
stances by  the  French  government  for  our  making 
remittances  in  the  staple  commodities  of  this  country  ; 
nd,  jdly.  the  change  of  taste  in  favor  of  articles  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  in  France,  which  may  Indeed 
in  a  great  degree  be  attributed  to  the  affection  and 

■ince  the  wu,  it  htis  bvvn  |!enerftll)r  a  lounit  fpvcvlntton,  even  in  the  SlUe 
where  ii  bu  been  <mn«d  uii  to  tlie  K»atut  uteut,  auO  with  more  economy  in 
Uie  oullit&  aD<l  nangation  llian  elsewhere.  But  h  will  be  a^kct!,  whether  the 
StJdes.  which  produce  hones,  &c.,  far  this  trade,  would  not  be  greatly  Injured, 
in  caie  of  it*  annitiikcioii,  (or  want  ol  a  mitrkeC  to  diapo^e  ol  thnt  produce.  1 
Kntwer,  thiU  in  my  juiltcinciil  it  wuuld  be  Iwlter  lu  allcr  the  nioilc  of  farming, 
and  to  raine  threp  ami  tiLick  cattle  instead  of  hone*.  There  can  l>c  110  want 
of  tufficieni  demands  for  wool  and  beef,  nor  can  I  conceive  thai  it  would 
be  •  diScnll  sfTair  lu  ^ubkUiule  ihe  giuwU]  of  iheM,  in  the  roam  of  l««i  useful 
ulicles.  Then  I  could  wish  to  sec  the  direct  commerce  with  France  encour> 
aged  to  ihe  greatest  degree  ;  and  Ihni  almost  all  Ihe  foreign  spirits,  which  we 
conMuuc,  >hould  consiil  of  the  winca  and  brandies  made  in  (hat  country.  Th« 
me  of  Ihoac  li4|uort  would  at  lea.sl  be  more  innocent  to  the  healtii  and  morala 
of  the  people,  than  the  thousands  of  hng«head>.  nf  pdinoroun  rum,  which  are 
tnnuaUr  consumed  in  the  United  States;  and  upon  further  irdcction  it  seems 
obvioiu  lo  me,  that  there  are  ailicles  enotigli  in  France,  <«hic]i  are  wanted 
here,  and  othcrt  in  turn  produced  here,  which  are  wanted  in  France,  lo  form 
the  basis  of  a  beneficial,  ezienHtve,  and  durable  rommcrcc." — Woikin^UtK  to 
f4imi*i<r.  15  December,  t;88. 
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gratitude  still  felt  for  her  generous  interposition  In 
our  favor. 

I  should  be  truly  happy  to  learn,  that  this  countrj* 
and  its  Inhabitants  have  become  agreeable  to  your 
Excetlency  upon  acquaintance.  For  you  may  be  as^f 
sured,  Sifj  no  one  can  be  more  zealous  than  myself^ 
in  promoting  a  friendly  connexion  between  our  na- 
tions, or  in  rendering  your  situation  perfectly  satisfac* 
tory,  while  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  your  residence  in  them.  With  the  highest  con- 
sideration and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO   BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

Mourrr  Vkjinon,  aS  Aogusi.  1788. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

I  received  with  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  one^ 
from  Mr.  Minot,  and  also  his  "  Histor>'  of  the  Insur-j 
rections  in  Massachusetts."     The  work  seems  to  ^>^H 
executed  with  ingenuity,  as  well  as  to  be  calculated 
to  place  facts  in  a  true  point  of  view,  obviate  the 
prejudices  of  those,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
circumstances,  and  answer  good  purposes  in  respect 
to  our  government  in  general.     I  have  returned  him 
my  thanks  for  his  present  by  this  conveyance. 

The  public  appears  to  be  anxiously  waiting  for  th< 
decision  of  Congress  respecting  the  place  for  conven-1 
ing  the  national  assembly  under  the  new  government, 
and  the  ordinance  for  its  organization.    Methinks  it  is^| 
a  great  misfortune,  that  local  interests  should  involve     ' 
themselves  with  federal  concerns  at  this  moment. 

'  The  general  teiin»  of  thi*  letter  wer«  dicUled  by  a  wiih  to  uy  Dnihing  It 
wtnilel  be  likely  to  cmbnrrsiiu  Jefferson's  ncgociationt  in  Fnuice. 


m 
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So  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  federal  principles  are 
gaining  ground  considerably.  The  declaration  of 
some  of  the  most  respectable  characters  in  this  Stale 
(I  mean  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  govern- 
ment) is  now  explicit,  that  they  will  give  the  consti- 
tution a  fair  chance  by  affording  it  all  the  support  in 
their  power.  Even  in  Pennsylvania,  the  minority, 
who  were  more  violent  than  in  any  other  place,  say 
they  will  only  seek  for  amendments  in  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution  itself. 
H  1  will,  however,  just  mention  by  way  of  caveat^ 
"there  are  suggestions,  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  ^ 
procure  the  election  of  a  number  of  antifederal  char-  ^ 
acters  to  the  first  Congress,  in  order  to  embarrass  the 
wheels  of  government,  and  produce  premature  altera- 
tions in  its  constitution.  How  these  hints,  which 
have  come  through  different  channels,  may  be  well  or 
ill-founded,  I  know  not ;  but  it  will  be  advisable,  1 
should  think,  for  the  federalists  to  be  on  their  guard, 
so  far  as  not  to  suffer  any  secret  machinations  to  pre- 
vail, without  taking  measures  to  frustrate  them.'  That 
many  amendments  and  explanations  might  and  should 
take  place,  I  have  [no]  difficulty  in  conceding ;  but  I 
Kwill  confess  my  apprehension  is,  that  the  New  York 
Hcircular  letter  is  intended  to  bring  on  a  general  con- 

'  In  vrritlnc  of  tbnc  election  catnds  to  J«mcs  Mcllenry,  31  July,  178S, 
Wuhingtoo  toiil  '• 

"  1  think  there  will  be  great  reawn  (or  tho&c  who  ar«  well  KfTccled  to  the 
goveTnmeni  to  uie  their  ntmoil  cxcriiona,  that  the  warthicsc  citUens  may  be 
appointed  to  the  two  HouMs  of  the  tint  Congress,  kii<1.  where  .Slate  elections 
take  pUt.-e  prcviou*  to  this  choice,  that  the  same  [irinciple  govern  in  these  alKi. 
For  much  will  clovbtJm  depend  on  their  prudence  in  conducting  busineM  al 
the  beKinmng,  and  reconciling  dinconlant  diipOKitiono  t(i  a  reuonable  nci^iii- 
Cjccnce  with  cuidid  and  honest  measorcii.     At  the  same  lime  it  will  be  «  point 
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vention  at  too  early  a  period,  and,  in  short,  by  refer- 
ring the  subject  to  the  legislatures,  to  set  every  thing 
afloat  again.  I  wish  I  may  be  mistaken  in  imagining, 
that  there  are  persons,  who,  upon  finding  they  could 
not  carry  their  point  by  an  open  attack  against  the 
constitution,  have  some  sinister  designs  to  be  silently 
effected  if  possible.  Bui  I  trust  in  that  Providence, 
which  has  saved  us  in  six  troubles,  yea,  in  seven,  to 
rescue  us  again  from  any  imminent  though  unseen 
dangers,  Notliing,  however,  on  our  part  ought  to  be 
left  undone.  I  conceive  it  to  be  of  unspeakable 
importance,  that  whatever  there  be  of  wisdom,  and 
prudence,  and  patriotism  on  the  continent,  should  be 
concentred  in  the  public  councils  at  the  first  outset 
Our  habits  of  intimacy  will  render  an  apolog)-  un- 
necessary—  Heaven  is  my  witnesss  that  an  inextin- 
guishable desire  for  the  felicity  of  my  country  may  be 
prompted  is  my  only  motive  in  making  these  observa- 
tions.    1  am,  &c. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

Mount  Vbrhoh.  aS  August.  l^M. 

Dear  Sik  : 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  dated 
the  13th.  accompanied  by  one  addressed  to  General 
Morgan.    1  will  forward  the  letter  to  General  Morgan 

of  noccHnnnon  delicacy  lo  make  piovition  for  cHccting  luch  cxpluutions  aad 
am'enclmftnU,  m  might  be  n-alEy  proper  and  generally  latiUactory,  wilhoat 
ptoducine,  or  ai  IcaM  fostering,  »uch  a  "ipiril  of  innovalion  .-w  will  ovenuro  ihe 
whole  VjVxm, 

"  T  nniestly  prn/.  that  the  Omnipotent  Being,  who  hath  not  dcscncd  the 
ctose  of  America  in  Ihe  honr  of  its  extrcmcst  hasard,  will  never  yield  w  fair  a 
heritage  of  freedom  a  piay  to  ariarcA^  or  dtsfetUm." 
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by  the  first  conveyance,  and  add  my  particular  wishes, 
that  he  would  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  it. 
Although  I  can  scarcely  imagine  how  the  watch  of  a 
British  officer,  killed  within  their  lines,  should  have 
fallen  into  his  hands,  who  was  many  miles  distant 
from  the  scene  of  action,  yet,  if  it  so  happened,  I 
flatter  myself  there  will  be  no  reluctance  or  delay  in 
restoring  it  to  the  family. 

I  As  the  perusal  of  the  political  papers  under  the 
signature  of  Publius  has  afforded  me  great  satisfac- 
tion, 1  shall  certainly  consider  them  as  claiming  a  most 
distinguished  place  in  my  library.  1  have  read  every 
performance,  which  has  been  printed  on  one  side  and 
the  other  of  the  great  question  lately  agitated  (so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  them)  ;  and.  without  an 
unmeaning  compliment,  I  will  say,  that  I  have  seen 
no  other  so  well  calculated,  in  my  judgment,  to  pro- 
duce conviction  on  an  unbiassed  mind  as  the  pro- 
duction of  your  triumvirate.  When  the  transient 
circumstances  and  fugitive  performances,  which  at- 
tended this  crisis,  shall  have  disapjjeared,  that  work 
will  merit  the  notice  of  posterity,  because  in  it  are 
candidly  and  ably  discussed  the  principles  of  freedom 
and  the  topics  of  government,  which  will  be  always 
interesting  to  mankind,  so  long  as  they  shall  be 
connected  in  civil  society. 

The  circular  letter  from  your  convention  !  presume 
was  the  equivalent,  by  which  you  obtained  an  acqui- 
escence in  the  proposed  constitution.  Notwithstand- 
ing I  am  not  very  well  satisfied  with  the  tendency  of 
it,  yet  the  federal  affairs  had  proceeded,  with  few 
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exceptions,    in   so   good   a    train,    that    I    hope  the 
political    machine   may   be   put  in    motion,    without  ^ 
much  effort  or  hazard  of  miscarrying.'  V 

On  the  delicate  subject  with  which  you  conclude 
your  letter,  I  can  say  nothing,  because  the  event 
alluded  to  may  never  happen,  and  because,  in  case 
it  should  occur,  it  would  be  a  point  of  prudence  to 
defer  forming  one's  ultimate  and  irrevocable  decision^ 
so  long  as  new  data  might  be  afforded  for  one  to  act 
with  the  greater  wisdom  and  propriety.  I  would  not 
wish  to  conceal  my  prevailing  sentiment  from  you ; 
for  you  know  me  well  enough,  my  good  Sir,  to  be 
persuaded,  that  I  am  not  gviilty  of  affectation  when  I 
tell  you,  that  it  is  my  great  and  sole  desire  to  live  and 
die  in  peace  and  retirement  on  my  own  farm.  Were 
it  even    indispensable,   a   different    line    of    conduct 

'  On  this  Io[>ic  Mr.  MadUon  wrote :  "  Vou  will  have  :wen  the  drcol&i  kitet 
from  the  convcniion  of  thii  Slate.  It  has  a  pctlilcnt  Icndcitcy.  If  vi  earfy 
geneial  conveiUion  c&ouot  be  parried,  il  \%  wriiMuly  lu  be  (eaied,  Ihat  ih«  tyt- 
t*m,  which  hiu  rc«itited  to  many  direct  ■[(&(:)»,  maji  txi  at  last  mccessfnUy 
undermined  by  its  enemies.  It  \s  now  perhaps  in  be  wished,  (hu  lUiwIe  Itlssd 
may  not  aucedc.  till  this  new  crlai^  of  danger  thall  bv  over.  Some  think  it 
would  have  b«cii  belter,  if  New  Vork  had  held  out  till  the  operation  of  the  gat- 
emment  could  have  dissipated  the  fears,  which  artllice  had  i^reaied.  and  the 
attcmpta  rciulling  from  tho»e  (ears  an>l  artiflceK."^New  Vork,  August  nth. 
TliU  dicular  letter  was  »enl  by  the  convention  of  New  York  to  the  legislature* 
of  the  M;vera]  .Slalei,  recnntmenili ng  that  a  new  general  conirention  shooM  b< 
called  for  the  ptirposr  of  taking  iaio  gan»idcTBtton  varioui  aiDCudtoenUi  to  ibc^ 
coitstitution.  See  the  letter  in  }!i\k  AmeHtan  Mutntm,  rol.  iv.,  p.  Jsft.  Al^| 
thott{Ii  ihc  Virginia  convention  ratified  the  constjlution  by  a  small  raajotit^^ 
only,  yei  It  did  not  lollow  (he  example  of  New  Vork  in  this  particnlar.  The 
New  Vork  letter  was  intended  to  exeri  an  influence  on  the  Virginia  conven. 
tion,  bill  tlirui^li  an  accident  was  not  laid  before  that  body.  The  A»cniUy 
convened  soon  aflerwarcls  however,  and  adopted  strong  revolutions  to  the  UB« 
eflecl,  and  seiil  an  appLicaiion  to  ConRrcss.  and  a  drcnlar  ktler  to  the  ttwnH 
States  rei:omincnditi(j  another  genera]  convention. — Wtit's  Life  of  Patrick 
/fe*ry,  pp.  309-311. 
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should  be  adopted,  while  you  and  some  others  who 
are  acquainted  with  my  heart  would  acquit,  the  world 
and  posterity  might  possibly  accuse  me  [of]  incon- 
sistency and  ambition.  Still  T  hope  I  shall  always 
possess  firmness  and  virtue  enough  to  maintain  (what 
I  consider  the  most  enviable  of  all  titles),  the  charac- 
ter of  an  honest  man,  as  well  as  prove,  what  I  desire 
to  be  considered  in  reality,  that 

1  am,  with  great  sincerity  and  esteem, 

Dear  Sir,  &c.' 


■ 


» 
» 


» 


TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

MOVKT  VCRHON,  3I  AlgUSt.  I7S8. 

Sir, 

I  was  very  much  gratified  a  little  time  ago  by  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  2d  of  May.  You 
have  my  best  thanks  for  the  political  information 
contained  in  it,  as  well  as  for  the  satisfactory  account 
of  the  canal  of  Langucdoc.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  particulars 
of  that  stupendous  work,  though  I  do  not  expect  to 
derive  any  but  speculative  advantages  from  it. 

When  .A,merica  will  be  able  to  embark  in  projects 
of  such  pecuniary  extent,  \  know  not ;  probably  not 
for  very  many  years  to  come  ;  but  it  will  be  a  good 
example,  and  not  without  its  use,  if  we  can  carry  our 


*'  I  uke  it  (nr  gnnted.  Sir,  yan  havp  concluded  to  comply  with  wha,t  will, 
■o  doabt,  be  ih«  general  call  of  your  connlr>'  in  relniinn  tn  the  new  gov- 
enincnt-  You  will  pcnuit  mc  to  say,  that  tl  is  tiiilispcnsBble  you  shooitt  lend 
younrlf  to  iu  first  0|icnitiran<i.  It  ix  lo  little  purp^use  to  have  introduced  I 
lystrm,  if  the  weightiest  inlluencc  is  no)  given  to  its  (inn  cdBlilishment  in 
ibe  oouci." — Homittfi*  to  Wathington,  13  Au):ust,  1788. 
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present  undertakings  happily  into  effect.  Of  this  we 
have  now  the  fairest  prospect.  Notwithstanding  the 
real  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  difficulty  of  collecting 
it,  the  laborers  employed  by  the  Potomac  Company 
have  made  very  great  progress  in  removing  the 
obstructions  at  the  Shenandoah.  Seneca,  and  Great 
Falls  :  insomuch  that,  if  this  summer  had  not  proved 
unusually  rainy,  and  if  wc  could  have  had  a  favorable 
autumn,  the  navigation  might  have  been  sufBctently 
opened  (though  not  completed)  for  boats  to  have 
passed  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  within  nine  miles  of 
a  shipping  port,  by  the  first  of  January  next  There 
remains  now  no  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  thed 
plan,  or  that,  upon  the  ulterior  operations  being  per- 
formed, this  will  become  the  great  avenue  into  the 
western  country  ;  a  country  which  is  now  settling  in 
an  extraordinarily  rapid  manner,  under  uncommonly 
favorable  circumstances,  and  which  promises  to  afford 
a  capacious  asylum  for  the  poor  and  persecuted  of  the  « 
eartK  V 

I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  how  far  the  flames  of 
war,  which  are  kindled  in  the  north  of  Europe,  may 
be  scattered,  or  how  soon  they  will  be  extinguished. 
The  European  politics  have  taken  so  strange  a  lum, 
and  the  nations  formerly  allied  have  become  so  curi- 
ously severed,  that  there  arc  fewer  sure  premises  for 
calculation,  than  are  usually  afforded  even  on  the  pre- 
carious and  doubtful  subject  But  it  appears  probable 
to  me,  that  peace  will  either  take  place  this  year,  or 
hostility  be  greatly  extended  in  the  course  of  thel 
next     The  want  of  a  hearty  cooperation  between  tlie^ 
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two  imperial  powers  against  the  Porte,  or  the  failure 
of  success  from  any  other  cause,  may  accelerate  the 
first  contingency.  The  irritable  state,  into  which 
several  of  the  other  potentates  seem  to  have  been 
drawn,  may  open  the  way  to  the  second.  Hitherto 
the  event  of  the  contest  has  proved  different  from 
the  general  expectation.  If  in  our  speculations  we 
might  count  upon  discipline,  system,  and  resources, 
and  certainly  these  are  the  articles  which  generally 
give  decisive  advantages  in  war,  I  had  thought  full 
surely  the  Turks  must  at  least  have  been  driven  out 
of  Europe. 

Is  it  not  unaccountable,  that  the  Russians  and  Ger- 
mans combined  are  not  able  to  effect  so  much  as  the 
former  did  alone  in  the  late  war?  But  perhaps  these 
things  are  all  for  the  best,  and  may  afford  room  for 
pacification.  I  am  glad  our  Commodore  Paul  Jones 
has  got  employment,  antl  lieartily  wish  him  success. 
His  new  situation  may  possibly  render  his  talents  and 
services  more  useful  to  us  at  some  future  day.  I  was 
unapprized  of  the  circumstances,  which  you  mention, 
that  Congress  had  once  in  contemplation  to  give  him 
promotion.  They  will  doubtless  judge  now  how  far 
it  may  be  expedient.' 

By  what  we  can  learn  from  the  late  foreign  j;;azettes, 
affairs  seem  to  have  come  nearly  to  a  crisis  in  France, 
and  I  hope  they  are  beginning  to  meliorate.     Should 

'  Tlie  Emprts*  of  Russia  ImJ  recently  called  Paul  Joiic*  inio  her  scrrict,  lo 
uke  p«tl  in  ibc  wa.r  againvl  ilie  Tuikx,  anil  |>(oiniscd  him  llir  rank  of  rctr- 
admiral.  Mr.  J«ITerson  ^uH.  ihat  Congress  bad  it  once  in  coatemplAtion  to 
eaBfcr  on  him  the  rank  of  ulmCral.  which  wu  id  date  frum  the  time  of  hit 
t«kinf{  the  Sefofit,  and  sujSgeslcd  Ihat  such  a  step  might  &lill  be  an  act  of 
poliey. 
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the  contest  between  the  King  and  the  parliament 
result  in  a  well-constituted  national  assembly,  it  must 
ultimately  be  a  happy  event  for  the  kingdom.  But  I 
fear  that  kingdom  will  not  recover  its  reputation  and 
influence  with  the  Dutch  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
Combinations  appear  also  to  be  forming  in  other 
quarters.  It  is  reported  by  the  last  European  ac- 
counts, that  England  has  actually  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Russia,  and  that  the  French  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  London  has  asked  to  be  informed  of  Its 
tenor.  In  whatever  manner  the  nations  of  Europe 
shall  endeavor  to  keep  up  their  prowess  in  war,  and 
their  balance  of  power  in  peace,  it  will  be  obviously 
our  policy  to  cultivate  tranquillity  at  home  and  abroad  ; 
and  to  extend  our  agriculture  and  commerce  as  far 
possible. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  information  you  gave 
respecting  the  credit  of  different  nations  among  thi 
Dutch  money-holders,  and  fully  accord  with  you  wil 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  our  own  ought  to  be^ 
used.  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  expediency 
of  establishing  our  national  faith  beyond  imputation, 
and  of  having  recourse  to  loans  only  on  critical  occa- 
sions. Your  proposal  for  transferring  the  whole 
foreign  debt  to  Holland  is  highly  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. I  feel  mortified,  that  there  should  have 
been  any  just  ground  for  the  clamor  of  the  foreign 
officers,  who  served  with  us  ;  but,  after  having  received 
a  quarter  of  their  whole  debt  in  specie,  and  their  in-^ 
terest  in  the  same  for  some  time,  they  have  infinitel]^| 
less  reason  for  complaint  than  our  native  officers,  of 
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whom  the  suffering  and  neglect  have  been  only 
equalled  by  their  patience  and  patriotism.  A  great 
proportion  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ameri- 
can army  have  been  compelled  by  indigence  to  part 
with  their  securities  for  one  eighth  of  the  nominal 
value  ;  yet  their  conduct  is  very  different  from  what 
you  represented  tliat  of  the  French  officers  to  have 
been. 

The  merits  and  defects  of  the  proposed  constitution 
have  been  largely  and  ably  discussed.  For  myself,  I 
was  ready  to  have  embraced  any  tolerable  compro- 
mise, that  was  competent  to  save  us  from  impending 
ruin ;  and  I  can  say  there  are  scarcely  any  of  the 
amendments,  which  have  been  suggested,  to  which  I 
have  much  objection,  except  that  which  goes  to  the 
prevention  of  direct  taxation.  And  that,  1  presume, 
will  be  more  strenuously  advocated  and  insisted  upon 
hereafter,  than  any  other.  I  had  indulged  the  expec- 
tation, that  the  new  government  would  enable  those 
entrusted  with  its  administration  to  do  justice  to  the 
public  creditors,  and  retrieve  the  national  character. 
But,  if  no  means  are  to  be  employed  but  requisitions, 
that  expectation  was  vain,  and  we  may  as  well  recur 
to  the  old  confederation.  If  the  system  can  be  put  in 
operation,  without  touching  much  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  perhaps  it  may  be  done ;  but,  in  my  judgment, 
infinite  circumspection  and  prudence  are  yet  necessary 
in  the  experiment.  It  is  nearly  impossible  for  any- 
body who  has  not  been  on  the  spot,  (from  any  de- 
scription) to  conceive  what  the  delicacy  and  danger 
>f  our  situation  have  been.     Though  the  peril  is  not 
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past  entirely,  thank  God  the  prospect  is  somewhat 
brightening. 

You  will  probably  have  heard,  before  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  that  the  general  government  has  been 
adopted  by  eleven  States,  and  that  the  actual  Con- 
gress have  been  prevented  from  issuing  their  ordi- 
nance for  carrj'ing  it  into  execution,  in  consequence  of 
a  dispute  about  the  place  at  which  the  future  Congress 
shall  meet.  It  is  probable,  that  Philadelphia  or  New 
York  will  soon  be  agreed  upon. 

I  will  just  touch  on  the  bright  side  of  our  national 
state,  before  I  conclude  ;  and  we  may  perhaps  rejoice, 
that  the  people  have  been  ripened  by  misfortune  for 
the  reception  of  a  good  government.     They  are  emer-^M 
ging  from  the  gulf  of  dissipation  and  debt,  into  which  ^1 
they  had  precipitated  them.selves  at  the  close  of  the 
war.     Economy  and  industry  are  evidently  gaining 
ground.    Not  only  agriculture,  but  even  manufactures, 
are  much  more  attended  to  than  formerly.     Notwith-^ 
standing  the  shackles  under  which  our  trade  in  gen-  ^ 
eral  labors,  commerce  to  the  East  Indies  is  prosecuted      ■ 
with  considerable  success.    Salted  provisions  and  other^J 
prodnce,(particularly  from  Massachusetts,)  have  found 
an  advantageous  market  there.     The  voyages  are  so 
much  shorter,  and   the  vessels  are  navigated  at  so 
much  less  expense,  that  we  may  hope  to  rival  and 
supply,  (at  least  through  the  West  Indies.)  some  part 
of  Europe  with  commodities  from  thencr.     This  year 
the  exports  from  Massachusetts  have  amounted  to  a 
great  deal  more  than  their  imports.     I  wish  this  was 
the  case  everywhere.     * 
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TO    HENRV    LEE,    IN    CONGRESS. 

Mount  Vebnoh.  33  September.  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  was  of  so  friendly 
and  conBdential  a  complexion,  as  to  merit  my  early 
attention  and  cordial  acknowledgments.  1  am  glad 
Congress  have  at  last  decided  upon  an  ordinance  for 
carrying  the  new  government  into  execution.  In  my 
mind  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  new  Congress 
was  not  an  object  of  such  very  important  conse- 
quence ;  but  I  greatly  fear,  that  the  question  entailed 
upon  that  body,  respecting  their  permanent  residence, 
will  be  pregnant  with  difficulty  and  danger.  God 
grant  that  true  patriotism  and  a  spirit  of  moderation 
may  exclude  a  narrow  locality,  and  all  ideas  unfriendly 
to  the  Union,  from  every  quarter. 

Your  observations  on  the  solemnity  of  the  crisis, 
and,  its  application  to  myself,  bring  before  me  subjects 
of  the  most  momentous  and  interesting  nature.  In 
our  endeavors  to  establish  a  new  general  government, 
the  contest,  nationally  considered,  seems  not  to  have 
been  so  much  for  glory  as  existence.  It  was  for  a 
long  time  doubtful  whether  we  were  to  survive  as  an 
ndependent  republic,  or  decline  from  our  federal 
dignity  into  insignificant  and  wretched  fragments  of 
an  empire.  The  adoption  of  the  constitution  so  exten- 
sively, and  with  so  liberal  an  acquiescence  on  the  part 
of  the  minorities  in  general,  promised  the  former; 
until  lately  the  circular  letter  of  New  York  carried,  in 
my  apprehension,  an  unfavorable  if  not  an  insidious 
tendency  to  a  contrary  policy.     I  still  hope  for  the 
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best ;  but,  before  you  mentioned  it,  I  could  not  help 
fearing  it  would  serve  as  a  standard  to  which  the  dis- 
affected might  resort.  It  is  now  evidently  the  part  of 
all  honest  men,  who  are  friends  to  the  new  constitu* 
tion,  to  endeavor  to  give  it  a  chance  to  disclose  its 
merits  and  defects,  by  carrying  it  fairly  into  effect  in 
the  first  instance.  For  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that, 
by  an  attempt  to  obtain  amendments  before  the  ex- 
periment has  been  candidly  made,  "more  is  meant 
than  meets  the  ear,"  that  an  intention  is  concealed  to 
accomplish  slily  what  could  not  have  been  done 
openly,  to  undo  all  that  has  been  done. 

If  the  fact  so  exists,  that  a  kind  of  combination  is 
forming  to  stifle  the  government  in  embryo,  it  is  a 
happy  circumstance  that  the  design  has  become  sus- 
pected.    Preparations  should  be  the  sure  attendant 
upon  forewarning.     Probably  prudence,  wisdom,  and       , 
patriotism  were  never  more  essentially  necessary,  than  ■ 
at  the  present  moment ;  and  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  ~ 
in  an  irreproachably  direct  manner,  no  effort  ought  to 
be  left  unessayed  to  procure  the  election  of  the  best 
possible  characters  to  the  new  Congress.     On  their 
harmony,  deliberation,  and  decision  every  thing  will 
depend.      I  heartily  wish  Mr.  Madison  was   in  our 
Assembly,  as  I  think  with  you  it  is  of  unspeakable 
importance  Virginia  should  set  out  with  her  federal 
measures  under  right  auspices. 

The  principal  topic  of  your  letter  is  to  me  a  point 
of  great  delicacy  indeed,  insomuch  tlmt  I  can  scarce!)' 
without  some  impropriety  touch  upon  it.  In  the  first 
place,  the  event  to  which  you  allude  may  never  hap- 
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Bpen  ;  among  other  reasons,  because,  if  the  partiality 
of  my  fellow  citizens  conceive  it  to  be  a  means  by 
which  the  sinews  of  the  new  government  would  be 
strengthened,  it  will  of  consequence  be  obnoxious  to 
those,  who  are  in  opposition  to  it,  many  of  whom 
unquestionably  will  be  placed  among  the  electors. 

This  consideration  alone  would  supersede  the  ex- 
pediency of  announcing  any  definite  and  irrevocable 
resolution.    You  arc  among  the  small  number  of  those, 

H-who  know  my  invincible  attachment  to  domestic  life, 
and  that  mysincerest  wish  is  to  continue  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it  solely  until  my  final  hour.  But  the  world 
would  be  neither  so  well  instructed,  nor  so  candidly 
disposed,  as  to  believe  me  uninfluenced  by  sinister 
motives,  in  case  any  circumstance  should  render  a 
deviation  from  the  line  of  conduct  1  had  prescribed  to 

^myself  indispensable. 

V  Should  the  contingency  you  suggest  take  place,  and 
(for  argument's  sake  alone  let  me  say  it)  should  my 
unfeigned  reluctance  to  accept  the  office  be  overcome 
by  a  deference  for  the  reasons  and  opinions  of  my 
friends,  might  I   not,  after  the  declarations  I   have 

^femade  (and  Heaven  knows  they  were  made  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  my  heart),  in  the  judgment  of  the  impartial 
world  and  of  posterity,  be  chargeable  with  levity  and 
inconsistency,  if  not  with  rashness  and  ambition  ?  Nay 
farther,  would  there  not  even  be  some  apparent 
foundation  for  the  two  former  charges  ?  Now  justice 
to  myself  and  tranquillity  of  conscience  require,  that 
I  should  act  a  part,  if  not  above  imputation,  at  least 
capable  of  vindication.     Nor  will  you  conceive  me  to 
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be  too  solicitous  for  reputation.  Though  I  prize  as  I 
ought  the  good  opinion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  yet,  if  I 
know  myself,  I  would  not  seek  or  retain  popularity  at 
the  expense  of  one  social  duty  or  moral  virtue. 

While  doing  what  my  conscience  informed  mc  was 
right,  as  it  respected  my  God,  my  country,  and  my- 
self, I  could  despise  all  the  party  clamor  and  unjust 
censure,  which  must  be  expected  from  some,  whose 
personal  enmity  might  be  occasioned  by  their  hostility 
to  the  government.  I  am  conscious,  that  I  fear  alone 
to  give  any  real  occasion  for  obloquy,  and  that  I  do 
not  dread  to  meet  with  unmerited  reproach.  And 
certain  I  am,  whensoever  I  shall  be  convinced  the 
good  of  my  country  retjuires  my  reputation  to  be  put 
in  risk,  regard  for  my  own  fame  will  not  come  in 
competition  with  an  object  of  so  much  magnitude. 
If  I  declined  the  task,  it  would  lie  upon  quite  another 
principle.  Notwithstanding  my  advanced  season  of 
life,  my  increasing  fondness  for  agricultural  amuse- ^1 
ments,  and  my  growing  love  of  retirement,  augment  " 
and  confirm  my  decided  predilection  for  the  character 
of  a  private  citizen,  yet  it  would  be  no  one  of  these 
motives,  nor  the  hazard  to  which  my  former  reputa-  ' 
tion  might  be  exposed,  nor  the  terror  of  encountering 
new  fatigues  and  troubles,  that  would  deter  me  from  j 
an  acceptance ;  but  a  belief,  that  some  other  person,  H 
who  had  less  pretence  and  less  inclination  to  be  ex- 
cused,  could  execute  all  the  duties  full  as  satisfactorily 
as  myself.  To  say  more  would  be  indiscreet ;  as  a 
disclosure  of  a  refusal  beforehand  might  incur  the 
application  of  the  fable  in  which  the  fox  is  represented 
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as  undervaluing  the  grapes  he  could  not  reach.  You 
will  perceive,  my  dear  Sir.  by  what  is  here  observed, 
(and  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  in  the 
light  of  a  confidential  communication,)  that  my  incli- 
nations will  dispose  and  decide  inc  to  remain  as  I  am, 
unless  a  clear  and  insurmountable  conviction  should 
be  impressed  on  my  mind,  that  some  very  disagreeable 
^consequences  must,  in  all  human  probability,  result 
from  the  indulgence  of  my  wishes. 

if  you  return  by  land,  I  shall  expect  without  failure 
[the  pleasure  of  your  company.  I  am  much  indebted 
to  you  for  your  obliging  offer  of  forwarding  such 
articles  as  I  might  want  from  New  York,  though  I 
shall  not  have  occasion  at  this  moment  to  avail  myself 
of  your  goodness.  Mrs.  Washington  offers  her  best 
compliments  to  Mrs.  Lee,  with  ardent  wishes  for  the 
re-establishment  of  her  health,  which,  joined  with  my 
own,  will  conclude  me.  With  great  regard  and  esteem, 
^}  am,  &c. 


TO   JAMES    MADISOX.    IK    CONGRESS. 


ACouMT  Vexkok,  33  Sepleroba,  17I8. 

V  DEAR  Sir, 

•  *  *  Upon  mature  reflection,  I  think  the  reasons 
you  offer  in  favor  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  place  for  the 
first  meeting  of  Congress,  are  conclusive;  especially 
when  the  farther  agitation  of  the  question  respecting 
its  permanent  residence  is  taken  into  consideration. 
But  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  being  satisfied,  that  the 
minority  should  have  acquiesced  in  any  plan,  rather 
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than  have  prevented  the  system  from  being  carried 
into  effect  The  delay  had  already  become  the 
source  of  clamors,  and  might  have  given  advantages 
to  the  anti-federalists.  Their  expedient  will  now 
probably  be  an  attempt  to  procure  the  election  of  so 
many  of  their  own  junto  under  the  new  governmcnL 
as,  by  the  introduction  of  local  and  embarrassing  dis- 
putes, to  impede  or  frustrate  its  operations. 

In  the  mean  time  it  behoves  all  the  advocates  of 
the  constitution,  forgetting  partial  and  smaller  consid- 
erations, to  combine  their  exertions  for  collecting  the  j 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  continent  to  one  centre;  io^^ 
order  that  the  republic  may  avail  itself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  escaping  from  anarchy,  division,  and  the 
other  great  national  calamities  that  impended.     To^ 
be  shipwrecked  in  sight  of  the  port  would  be  the  se-H 
verestof  all  possible  aggravations  to  our  misery,  and 
I  assure  you  I  am  under  painful  apprehensions  from 
the  single  circumstance  of  Mr.  H.'  having  the  whole 
game  to  play  in  the  assembly  of  this  State  ;  and  the 
effect  it  may  have  in  others  should  be  counteracted  if 
possible.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    ALEXANDER   HAMILTON, 

MOUHT  VMlnox,  3  October,  ijj 

Dear  Sir, 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  candid  and 
kind  letter  by  the  last  post,  little  more  is  incumbent  fl 
upon  me  than  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  frankness  " 
wit,h  which  you  communicated  your  sentiments,  and 
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to  assure  you  that  the  same  manly  tone  of  intercourse 
wiil  always  he  more  than  barely  welcome ;  indeed  it 
will  be  highly  acceptable  to  me.  1  am  particularly 
glad  in  the  present  instance,  that  you  have  dealt  thus 
freely  and  like  a  friend' 

L  Although  I  could  not  help  observing,  from  several 
"publications  and  letters,  that  my  name  had  been 
sometimes  spoken  of,  and  that  it  was  possible  the 
contingency  which  is  the  subject  of  your  letter  might 
happen,  yet  I  thought  it  best  to  maintain  a  guarded 
iilence,  and  to  lack  the  counsel  of  my  best  friends. 


'  In  reply  lo  Genvial  Wiuhiiigtun')!  remarki-  in  his  Idler  uf  llie  aSth  of  Au- 
Cnst,  tcspccting  the  probability  of  his  being  elected  the  tirsl  Prctidcnl  of  the 
United  Stales,  Colonel  Hamilion  had  written  u  follows ; 

"  I  thoold b« deeply  pained,  my  dear  Sir.  if  your  scruples  in  regard  to  a  cci* 

n  fitalton  should  be  roaiufed  into  a  resolution  to  decline  it;  thouf^h  I  am  ad- 
'- (her  wrpriiedat  their  exintencc,  nor  can  I  but  agree  in  opinion  thai  the  oiution 
you  ob»CfYC  in  dcferrinjj  ibc  altimatQ  delenninaiion  '%s  prudent.  I  have,  how- 
etrer,  reflected  maturelyonthe  »iibjevi,  and  have  come  ion  cottdusion  (in  which 
1  feel  no  hesitation),  tliat  every  public  and  personal  CDDsidcration  will  demand 
from  you  an  acqoie&cencc  in  what  vlWtfriaimlyht  thcunanimoua  wish  of  your 
covntry. 

*'  The  absolute  rctre.it,  which  you  meditated  at  the  cloic  of  Ihe  late  war,  wa» 
Datura]  and  prciper.  Had  the  guveruuicut  produircd  by  tlitr  revolutiun  j^aac  on 
in  a  taifraHf  train,  it  would  Have  been  munt  advisable  to  have  penitted  in  thai 
retrrai.  Bui  [  am  clearly  of  opinion,  chat  the  crii^iii,  which  brought  you  again 
into  public  view,  left  you  no  alternative  but  to  comply  ;  and  1  am  et(ually  dear 
in  the  opinion,  that  yon  are  by  thatact/WfCi/to  take  a  part  in  the  execution  of 
Ihe  government.  1  am  not  leu  convinced,  that  the  impreviian  of  ihe  nece>- 
fity  of  your  filling  the  »t:iliun  in  <]ucstion  is  so  nnivcr^l.  that  you  run  no  risk 
of  any  uncandid  iinpulation  by  iubmilting  lo  it.  Eul,  even  if  thi»  wcie  not 
the  ca«e,  a  regard  to  your  own  reputation,  a»  well  a*  to  the  public  good,  calU 
upon  you  in  the  htrongcU  manner  to  run  that  risk, 

"  It  cannot  be  coiiMdered  m  a  compliment  to  kay,  that  on  your  acceptance  of 
the  office  of  president,  the  kucccu  of  the  new  government  in  its  commence- 
ment may  materially  depend.  Vonr  agency  and  influence  will  be  not  le»>  im< 
poctanlinprctervingit  from  thefnture  altncki  of  ilsenemles  than  Ihey  have  been 
in  recommending  it  in  the  Krst  instance  lo  the  adoption  of  ihc  people.  Inde- 
pendent of  all  considerations  drawn  from  this  source,  the  point  of  Ushl  in  which 
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(which  I  certainty  hold  in  the  highest   estimation,) 
rather  than  to  hazard  an  imputation  unfriendly  to  the  ^ 
delicacy  of  my  feelings.     For.  situated  as   I   am.  I  fl 
could  hardly  bring  the  question  Into  the  slightest  dis- 
cussion, or  ask  an  opinion  even  in  the  most  confiden-^ 
tial  manner,  without  betraying,  in  my  judgment,  some  ™ 
impropriety  of  conduct,  or  without  feeling  an  appre- 
hension, that  a  premature  display  of  anxiety  might  be 
construed  into  a  vainglorious  desire  of  pushing  myself 
into  notice  as  a  candidate.     Now,  if  1  am  not  grossly 
deceived  in  myself,  1  should  unfcignedly  rejoice  in 


you  iitand  nt  home  and  aliroad  will  inolcc  kii  infinile  cUffirreiiL-e  in  the  topccta- 
bUity  with  whic-h  Ihp  gnrrmmetil  will  liegin  iU  oppralions.  in  the  allcmMiTeof 
yoiu  beitiKornot  bciri);  nt  the  b«ail  oT  it.  I  forbear  to  meatiun  considenllow 
which  might  have  i  rnc^re  |)«m;nal  applivation.  \^1ial  I  have  said  wtU  snAcc 
for  the  infctcnccs  I  mean  to  draw, 

"Fint;  in  a  matter  \n  eviential  to  tlie  well-being  o(  Mwlety  as  the  prot> 
perity  of  a  newly  it»liiiit»I  gorcmmcnl,  a  citizen  of  m>  much  consequence  ai 
yourself  toils  »ui,te»a  lias  no  oiiliaTi  but  to  lend  lii«  Mrnrites  il  called  tor.  ^tt- 
mit  melotay,  it  would  bein|;loriouii,  in  tucha  tituatian,  nol  to  haiard  ihcgkfy, 
however  final,  which  he  might  have  prcviouily  acquired. 

"  Secondly  ;  your  signature  to  the  firujioied  syiiiem  pledges  your  jadjmeni 
for  iu  being  soch  an  one  as  upon  the  whole  was  worthy  of  the  public  approba- 
tion. If  it  -ihould  miacarry,  (as  men  commonly  decide  from  siicce>a  or  the  w«nl 
of  it)  the  blame  will  in  all  probability  be  laid  on  the  «ysiciu  itself.  And  Uic 
framcnof  it  will  have  to  encounter  the  dimeputc  of  having  brought  abonl  s 
revolution  in  government,  wtthaiit  sulKtituIing  any  thing  that  was  worthy  of 
the  effort ;  ibey  pulled  down  one  Utopia,  it  will  be  «aid,  to  bnild  up  auollier. 
This  view  of  the  subjeci,  if  I  mihtake  not,  my  dear  Sir,  will  suggest  lo  yoor 
mind  greater  haunl  to  that  fame,  which  must  be  and  ought  to  be  dear  to  you,  in 
refusing  your  future  aid  to  the  sy&icm,  than  in  affording  it.  I  wUt  ouly  add, 
that  in  my  estimate  of  the  matter,  that  aid  is  indispensable. 

"  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  express  these  sentiment*,  and  lo  lay  before  yoo 
my  view  of  the  kubjcct.  1  doubt  nol  the  coniidc rations  mentioned  hare  fnlly 
occurred  (o  you,  and  I  iruit  they  will  finally  produce  in  your  mind  the  same 
rciult  which  exisisju  mine.  I  Anlier  myself  the  frankness  with  vhicb  I  have 
delivereil  myi/-c]{  will  not  be  dikpleastug  to  you.  It  has  been  pronpltd  bjr 
motives  which  you  would  not  disapprove" 
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case  the  electors,  by  giving  their  votes  in  favor  of 
some  other  person,  would  save  me  from  the  dreaded 
dilemma  of  being  forced  to  accept  or  refuse. 

If  that  may  not  be,  I  am  in  the  next  place  earnestly 
desirous  of  searching  out  the  truth,  and  of  knowing 
whether  there  docs  not  exist  a  probability  that  the 
government  would  be  just  as  happily  and  effectually 
carried  into  execution  without  my  aid  as  with  it.  1 
am  /^-M^' solicitous  to  obtain  all  the  previous  informa- 
tion, which  the  circumstances  will  afford,  and  to  de- 
termine (when  the  determination  can  with  propriety 
be  no  longer  postponed)  according  to  the  principles 
of  right  reason,  and  the  dictates  of  a  clear  conscience, 
without  too  great  a  reference  to  the  unforeseen  con- 
sequences, which  may  affect  my  person  or  reputation. 
Until  that  period,  I  may  fairly  hold  myself  open  to 
conviction,  though  I  allow  your  sentiments  to  have 
weight  in  them  ;  and  1  shall  not  pass  by  your  argu- 
ments without  giving  them  as  dispassionate  a  consid- 
eration as  I  can  possibly  bestow  upon  them. 

In  taking  a  survey  of  the  subject,  in  whatever  point 
of  light  I  have  been  able  to  place  it,  I  wilt  not  sup- 
press the  acknowledgment,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have 
always  felt  a  kind  of  gloom  upon  my  mind,  as  often 
as  I  have  been  taught  to  expect  I  might,  and  perhaps 
must,  ere  long,  be  called  to  make  a  decision.  You 
will,  I  am  well  assured,  believe  the  assertion,  (though 
1  have  little  expectation  it  would  gain  credit  from 
those  who  are  less  acquainted  with  me.)  that,  if  I 
should  receive  the  appointment,  and  if  I  should  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  it,  the  acceptance  would  be 
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attended  with  more  diffidence  and  reluctance  than  I 
ever  experienced  before  m  my  life.  It  would  be,  how- 
ever, with  a  fixed  and  sole  determination  of  lending 
whatever  assistance  might  be  in  my  power  to  pro- 
mote the  public  weal,  in  hopes  that  at  a  convenient 
and  early  period  my  services  might  be  dispensed  with. 
and  that  I  might  be  permitted  once  more  to  retire, 
to  pass  an  unclouded  evening  after  the  stormy  day 
of  life,  in  the  bosom  of  domestic  tranquillity. 

But  why  these  anticipations?  If  the  friends  to 
the  constitution  conceivi*  that  my  administering  the 
government  will  be  a  means  of  its  acceleration  and 
strength,  is  it  not  probable  that  the  adversaries  of  it 
may  entertain  the  same  ideas,  and  of  course  make  it 
an  object  of  opposition  ?  That  many  of  this  descrip- 
tion will  become  electors,  1  can  have  no  doubt  of.  any 
more  than  that  their  opposition  will  extend  to  any  char- 
acter, who,  (from  whatever  cause,)  would  be  likely  to 
thwart  their  measures.  It  might  be  impolitic  in  them 
to  make  this  declaration ^rfi'?i7«j  to  the  election  ;  but 
I  shall  be  out  in  my  conjectures  if  they  do  not  act 
conformably  thereto,  and  from  the  seeming  moder- 
ation, by  which  they  appear  to  be  actuated  at  present 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  finesse  to  lull  and  de- 
ceive. Their  plan  of  opposition  is  systematized,  and  a 
regular  intercourse,  I  have  much  reason  to  believe, 
between  the  leaders  of  it  in  the  several  States  is  formed 
to  render  it  more  effectual.  With  sentiments  of  sin- 
cere regard  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &&' 

'  Thne  views  produced  nn  chunge  fn  Ihe  Mnlimcnlsof  Colonel  H»mill<w. 
in  re^rd  to  lh«  main  laptc  of  ditcusnon.  "I  (eel  «  conviction,"  uid  fae  in 
leply,  "  tbal  you  wQI  finally  tec  youi  «ccepUnce  (o  be  indi^penublv.     It  il  no 
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^^I^^^B  Mount  V&XMiN.360ctobej,  i7(S. 

■M^Uear  Sir, 

^  I  have  been  lately  favored  with  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  the  24th  and  30th  of  September,  with  their 
enclosures,  and  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  free  and 
friendly  communications.  As  the  period  is  now  rap- 
idly approaching,  which  must  decide  the  fate  of  the 
new  constitution,  as  to  the  manner  of  its  being  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  probably  as  to  its  usefulness, 
is  not  wonderful  that  we  should  all  feel  an  unusual 
;e  of  anxiety  on  the  occasion.  I  must  acknowl- 
fe  my  fears  have  been  greatly  alarmed,  but  still  I 
am  not  without  hopes.  From  the  good  beginning, 
that  has  been  made  in  Pennsylvania,  a  State  from 
which  much  was  to  be  feared,  I  cannot  help  forebod- 
ing well  of  the  others.      That  is  to  say,  1  flatter  my- 

^seU  a  majority  of  them  will  appoint  federal  members 

Vto  the  several  branches  of  the   new  government.     I 

compUinent  to  say,  thai  no  other  man  can  ^lufficfenllf  umic  the  public  opinion, 
or  c*n  give  the  i«quivte  wciglit  to  the  oHice.  in  cbc  commencement  of  the 
govcmmeBt.  These  con  iti<lc  rat  ions  appear  to  rac  of  thcmiclvcs  decisive.  I  am 
aol  sore  that  your  lefuKal  woulil  nut  tliruw  every  ihin);  into  cunfuiiion.  1  am 
lure  tint  it  woulH  have  iHe  worKi  cfFeci  imaginable.  Indeed,  nt  I  hinted  in 
a  fomer  letter,  I  think  circumstances  leave  no  option." 

Maay  of  General  Washington's  currc*[>ondcnt-i  luucticd  upun  the  »ame  nib- 
Jeci :  and  he  was  made  to  understand  from  all  quarters,  that  he  was  designated 
ia  the  minds  of  the  people  ai  the  tint  chief  m.igi^iratc  under  the  new  conitita- 
tion.  In  writing  from  C'-onneclicat,  Colonel  Jonathan  'I  cumhnll  said  :  "  In  the 
choice  of  |ire!>idc»t  wc  have,  I  believe,  no  dtiKonlant  voice.  All  mindt  arc 
ajtwd,  and  every  heart  exults  in  the  p]caitn|;  prc»pect  ol  h:iviii|{  their  wiohe* 
wnobly  cratilied  in  this  fit^l  grrat  appointmeni." — October  aSlh.  And  Cjov. 
Bmor  JohnMu  of  Maryland  wroi£  :  "  We  cannot.  Sir,  do  without  you,  and  I 
and  ibonsaoda  more  can  explain  to  anybody  but  yourself  why  we  cannot  do 
viihottt  you." — October  loih. — Sfiarii. 


* 
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hardly  should  think  that  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  1 
New  Jersey.  Delaware.  Marj'land.  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia  would  be  for  attempting  premature  amend-  . 
ments.  Some  of  the  rest  may  also,  in  all  probability,  fl 
be  apprehensive  of  throwing  our  affairs  into  confusion  ~ 
by  such  ill-timed  expedients. 

There  will,  however,  be  no  room  for  the  advocates 
of  the  constitution  to  relax  in  their  exertions  ;  for,  if 
they  should  be  lulled  into  security,  appointments  of 
anlifederal  men  may  probably  take  place,  and  the 
consequences,  which  you  so  justly  dread,  be  realized.^ 
Our  Assembly  is  now  in  session.  It  is  represented^ 
to  be  rather  antifederal,  but  we  have  heard  nothing 
of  its  doings.  Mr.  Patrick  Henrj-.  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Madison  arc  talked  of  for  the  senate.  Per-i 
haps  as  much  opposition,  or,  in  other  words,  as  great] 
an  effort  for  early  amendments,  is  to  be  apprehend* 
from  this  State  as  from  any  but  New  York.'  Th< 
constant  report  is,  that  North  Carolina  will  soon 
accede  to  the  new  Union.    A  new  Assembly  is  just  j 

*  "  Our  Assembly,  (accorrtinjj  to  <JilIcrcni  reports,)  lias  proved  ils«]f  to  W,  at ; 
wu  apprehended,  very  much  under  (be  influence  u(  Mi.  Henry.  Tbc  elunce ' 
of  delegates  for  the  Sena.u  in  Congress  tuts  (alien  upon  two  gentlemen,  whoare 
considered  to  he  rather  opposed  to  the  new  conslilution,  namely,  Kich&rd 
Henry  l.ec,  and  Colonel  Urayton.  But  notwjlhsUnding  they  have  beco  both 
of  them  •rolicilous  to  obtain  previoiM  Amendments,  Colonel  Henry  Lee  told  me 
lately,  (hnl  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  had  declared  lo  him  u  tew  dn)»  kincc,  he  wished  to 
■ee  the  guvcrnmcnt  fairly  carried  into  execution,  and  (lint  inch  allerauoiit  ciiUy 
should  be  adopted,  as  might  be  found  necessary  from  its  enor&  or  defects.  If 
these  were  not  the  very  wordi,  the  observstiuiu,  I  think,  were  of  that  import. 

"  A  similar  sentiment,  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  has  been  expreaed  to 
more  than  one  person  by  Colonel  Grayson.  But  ihe  fcdcratist.-o  in  rhc  Aiscm- 
Illy,  ail  I  am  given  to  understand,  were  exceedingly  moriihed  that  Mr.  Madtsoa 
should  liave  lost  hi»  election  hy  eight  or  nine  voles.  It  is  now  much  dreaded 
by  Iho  same  cbatmctcrs,  Uint  the  Slate,  which  is  to  be  divided  into  districts  f 
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elected  in  Maryland,  in  which  it  is  asserted  the  num- 
ber of  federalists  greatly  predominates  ;  and,  that 
being  the  case,  we  may  look  for  favorable  appoint- 
ments, in  spite  of  the  rancor  and  activity  of  a  few  dis- 
contented and.  I  may  say,  apparently  unprincipled 
men. 

I  would  willingly  pass  over  in  silence  that  part  of 
your  letter  in  which  you  mention  the  persons,  who 
are  candidates  for  the  first  two  offices  in  the  execu- 
tive, if  1  did  not  fear  the  omission  might  seem  to 
betray  a  want  of  confidence.  Motives  of  delicacy 
have  prevented  me  hitherto  from  conversing  or  writing 
on  this  subject,  whenever  I  could  avoid  it  with  de- 
cency. \  may,  however,  with  great  sincerity,  and  1 
believe  without  ofTending  against  modesty  or  propri- 
ety, say  xo  yoH,  that  I  most  heartily  wish  the  choice  to 
which  you  allude  may  not  fall  upon  mc ;  and  that,  if 
it  should.  I  must  reserve  to  myself  the  right  of  mak- 
ing up  my  final  decision  at  the  last  moment,  when  it 
can  be  brought  into  one  view,  and  when  the  cxpedi- 


Ae  sppoinlnient  of  repr«senUtives  to  CongrcnH,  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  plara 
E  luge  proportion  of  those,  who  nre  csllcd  nRiifed«nUiU6,  ia  (hat  lUtion." — 
W*tkingt«n  to  /.infti/it,  14  November.  1788. 

"The  accounts  from  Richmond  are  inilcetl,  vei}-  unpropitiau*  to  federal 
aieasures.  Th«  whole  procccdin^n  of  Ihc  Assembly,  it  u  mii/.  may  be  summefl 
flp  in  otie  wool — lo  wit:  ihai  the  i'd,ici»ol  Mr.  H(cnrj-1  arc  ciiregi«1cied 
with  le»»  oppcMilion  by  ilic  Hii-inbcrH  of  thni  body.  Ilian  Ihoic  of  the  (Jrand 
Mooarcb  are  in  the  Pirlianient  of  France.  H«  baxanly  to  say,  let  tliis  be  Law, 
UldUbLaw." — Waiiiu^on  to  .KfnJitnn,  17  Novembei,  1788. 

On  December  ad  he  wrote  10  Stuart ;  "  Tliai  ihe  A»:winbly  has  displayed  the 
most  malignant  fand  if  one  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  the  moal  nnwarranta. 
h\t\  dispoutioo  towards  the  new  Eovemmenc  in  ail  iu  acu  respecting  it,  needs 
nooiher  evidence  than  their  ptiblic  records  :  but  upon  what  giound  they  hav« 
Dnderlalien  to  as.sctt  thing*  which  the  representative*  of  the  people,  (hmcn  for 
11m  express  purpose  in  Convention,  have  not  aulhorixed  them  to  do,  lays  with 


ency  or  inexpediency  of  a  refusal  can  be  more  judi- 
ciously determined  than  at  present  But  be  assured, 
my  dear  Sir,  if  from  any  inducement  I  shall  be  per- 
suaded ultimately  to  accept,  it  will  not  be  (so  far  as  I 
know  my  own  heart)  from  any  of  a  private  or  personal 
nature.  Every  personal  consideration  conspires  to 
rivet  me  (if  1  may  use  the  expression)  to  retirement 
At  my  time  of  life,  and  under  my  circumstances, 
nothing  in  this  world  can  ever  draw  me  from  it,  unless 
it  h^^  conviction  \\i2X  the  partiality  of  my  countrymen 
had  made  my  services  absolutely  necessar>%  joined  to 
K  fear  that  my  refusal  might  induce  a  belief  that 
preferred  the  conservation  of  my  own  reputation  aoi 
private  case  to  the  good  of  my  country.  After  all,  if 
I  should  conceive  myself  in  a  manner  constrained  to 
accept,  I  call  Heaven  to  witness,  that  this  ver>'  act 
would  be  the  greatest  sacrifice  of  my  personal  feelings 
and  wishes,  that  ever  I  have  been  called  upon  to 
make.     It  would  be  to  forego  repose  and  domesti 
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the  wisdom  of  the  malority  of  th&t  Auembly  to  ntplain.  Nor  vill  {l  rcdoi 
much  to  their  honor  1  conceive,  if  in  ihc  ultimkt«  appeal  to  the  people 
ihould  be  (as  you  have  intitnaied)  Steven  i^ut  o(  the  ten  Kpre«entalivca  on  the 
foedcral  side.  Butcxcu^te  me,  my  dear  Sir,  whcii  l|;ivc  il  to  you  oa  my  optnioci. 
Iho-t  you  are  leckoning  without  your  hoxt,  a*  the  pfaratc  U,  not  iliai  there  nay 
be  such  a  proportion  ihrongh  lh«  State  who  arc  fricDcls  id  ihc  adopted  cotuti- 
lutluu,  but  ihey  either  do  not  »ce  the  neccuiity.  are  too  indolent,  or  toomuk 
engaged  in  olhci  matter*  to  come  futword,  or  too  mnch  disunited  among  thcm- 
selvM  to  act  in  unison.  Whiht  those  of  the  other  description  (or  1  am  nuch 
mistaken)  will  be  formed  into  oncsolid  phalanx.  Need  I  goout  of  this  du 
for  proof?" 

And  acain,  to  Knox,  i  January,  1769  : 

"  I  nuppose  the  two  gentlemen  appointed  by  thia  Stale  are  looked  upon 
va^twafd  ati  beini;  included  ia  that  class  of  antifederaliBtk,  who  wish  to  cause 
sudt  (teat  and  premature  aiuendmentt,  as  will  render  the  govcmmeni  ahor- 
tiTC.  This  idea,  I  have  ihc  bc:;t  reason  to  believe,  will  be  found  untrue.  My 
belief  is  founded  upon  the  unequivocal  as&cnionn  of  Colonel  Grayson  pramu 
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enjoyment,  for  trouble,  perhaps  for  public  obloquy ; 
for  I  should  consider  myself  as  entering  upon  an  unex- 
plored field  enveloped  on  every  side  with  clouds  and 
darkness. 

From  this  embarrassing  situation  I  had  naturally 
'supposed  that  my  declarations  at  the  close  of  the 
war  would  iiave  saved  me  ;  and  that  my  sincere  inten- 
tions, then  publicly  made  known,  would  have  effectu- 
ally precluded  me  for  ever  afterwards  from  being 
looked  upon  as  a  candidate  for  any  office.  This 
hope,  as  a  last  anchor  of  worldly  happiness  in  old 
age,  I  had  still  carefully  preser\*ed ;  until  the  public 
papers,  and  private  letters  from  my  correspondents  in 
almost  every  quarter,  ta\ijjht  me  to  apprehend  that 
I  might  soon  be  obliged  to  answer  the  question, 
whether  I  would  go  again  into  public  life  or  not 

You  will  see.  my  dear  Sir,  from  this  train  of  re- 
flections, that  I  have  lately  had  enough  of  my  own 
perplexities  to  think  of,  without  adverting  much  to 
the  affairs  of  others.  So  much  have  I  been  otherwise 
occupied,  and  so  little  agency  did  1  wish  to  have  in 

to  his  election,  tnd  thoa«  of  Mr.  Kich«rd  Henty  Lee  posterior  to  his  election.  Ii 
is  alto  pretty  weLl  luceriained,  that,  it  any  consiilerable  proporlion  of  the  pAiiis 
shall  ba  taken  by  the  fcderaJists^  whicbwill  be  by  the  antifcdeTalli^t^,  b  majority 
of  the  repreteiitalivet  from  ihJK  Slate  to  Congress  would  undoubtedly  be  com- 
po^d  uf  the  former  description.  Ai  prci^unt,  however,  ii  appears  very  uacer* 
tain  whether  thai  will  be  iHc  case  or  not ;  as  several  feilcralUts,  who  might  in 
all  probability  be  chnMti.  have,  on  arcoont  of  thtir  private  AFInirs.  dccbncd 
standing  as  candidalea  :  insonnuch,  that  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  tome  in^tanoe*, 
the  votes  of  the  advocates  for  tbc  cunttilutJon  will  be  icatlcrctl  and  lui>(. 

"  From  diflerent  channels  of  information  it  Mcmed  probable  to  me,  even  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  yonr  letter,  that  Mr.  John  Adami  would  be  chosen  vice-pres- 
ident, lie  will  doubllea  make  a  very  gootl  one  ;  and  let  whoever  may  occupj 
the  iirit  scat,  t  shall  be  entirely  satisfic<t  with  that  srrangeincnl  for  filling  the 
second  office."* 


electioneering,  that  I  have  never  entered  into  a  sin- 
gle discussion  with  any  person,  nor,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  expressed  a  single  sentiment,  orally  or  in 
writing,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  vice-presi- 
dent From  the  extent  and  respectabilit>'  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  might  reasonably  be  expected,  that  he 
would  be  chosen  from  that  State.  But,  having  taken 
it  for  granted,  tliat  the  person  selected  for  that  im- 
portant place  would  be  a  true  federalist,  in  that  case 
1  was  altogether  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  prevail- 
ing sentiments  of  the  electors,  without  giving  any 
unbecoming  preference,  or  incurring  any  unnecessar)' 
ill  will.  Since  it  here  seems  proper  to  touch  a  little 
more  fully  upon  that  point,  I  will  frankly  give  you 
my  manner  of  thinking,  and  what,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  my  manner  of  acting. 

For  this  purpose  I  must  speak  again  hypothetically 
for  argument's  sake,  and  say,  supposing  I  should  be 
appointed  to  the  administration,  and  supposing  I 
should  accept  it,  I  most  solemnly  declare,  that  whoso- 
ever shall  be  found  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the 
States,  so  far  as  to  be  elected  vice-president,  cannot 
be  disagreeable  to  me  in  that  office.  And,  even  if  1 
had  any  predilection,  I  flatter  myself  I  possess  patri- 
otism enough  to  sacrifice  it  at  the  shrine  of  my  coun- 
try ;  where  it  will  be  unavoidably  necessary  for  me 
to  have  made  infinitely  greater  sacrifices,  before  1  can 
find  myself  in  the  supposed  predicament,  that  is  to 
say,  before  I  can  be  connected  with  others  in  any 
possible  political  relation.  In  truth  I  believe,  that  I 
have  no  prejudices  on  the  subject,  and  that  it  would 
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nnot  be  in  the  power  of  any  evil-minded  persons,  who 
"wished  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  those  concerned  in 
the  government,  to  infuse  them  into  my  mind.  For, 
to  continue  the  same  hypothesis  one  step  farther, 
supposing  myself  to  be  connected  in  office  with  any 
gentleman  of  character,  I  would  most  certainly  treat 
him  with  perfect  sincerity  and  the  greatest  candor  in 
every  respect.  I  would  give  him  my  full  confidence, 
and  use  my  utmost  endeavors  to  cooperate  with 
him  in  promoting  and  rendering  permanent  the  na- 
tional prosperity.  This  should  be  my  great,  my  only 
aim,  under  the  fixed  and  irrevocable  resolution  of 
leaving  to  other  hands  the  helm  of  the  State,  as  soon 
as  my  services  could  possibly  with  propriety  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

1  have  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  insensibly  been  led  into 
a  longer  detail  than  I  intended,  and  have  used  more 
igotism  than  I  could  have  wished,  for  which  I  urge 
no  other  apology,  than  but  my  opinion  of  your  friend- 
ship, discretion,  and  candor.     1  am,  &c 


TO   MATHEW    CAREY. 


HouitT  VERr(ON>  37  October,  i;S6. 


In  reply  to  yours  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  I  have 
to  observe,  that  the  fragment  of  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion, supposed  to  be  written  by  me,  is  spurious,  and 
that  there  was  a  pamphlet  containing  a  great  many 
letters  of  the  same  description  published  in  New 
York  at  the  same  time.     It  should  farther  be  observed, 
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that  this  publication  was  made  soon  after  sever 
of  my  letters  were  really  intercepted  with  the  mail, 
and   that   the  pretended    copies  of   them   not   only 
blended    many    truths    with   many   falsehoods,    but 
were  evidently  written  by  some  person  exceedingly 
well  acquainted  with  my  domestic  and  general  con- 
cerns.    Advantage  was  adroitly  taken  of  this  knowl-^ 
edge  to  give  tl\e  greater  appearance  of  probability 
the  fiction. 

From  these  circumstances  you  will  perceive,  Sir," 
how  prudently  you  have  acted  in  making  an  applica- 
tion to  me  previous  to  your  meditated  republication. 
Otherwise  I  might  have  found  myself  under  the  nc^B 
cessity  of  denying  that  they  were  genuine,  from  any 
apprehension,  that  being  thus  preserved  in  a  manner 
under  my  eye  and  with  my  acquiescence,  they  must 
have  assumed  the  seal  of  veracity  in  the  estimation  of 
posterity.  For.  whatever  credit  some  of  those  letterjH 
might  be  thought  to  have  done  to  my  literar)'  or 
political  talents,  I  certainly  cannot  choose  to  ai 
myself  of  the  imposition. 

With  due  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    ARTHUR    YOUNG. 

Mount  Vkknos.  4  Derember,  ttST 

Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
dated  the  first  day  of  July  ;  and  have  to  express  m] 
thanks  for  the  three  additional  volumes  of  the  annals 
which  have  also  come  safely  to  hand. 
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H  The  more  I  am  actjuaintecl  with  agricultural  affairs, 
~  the  better  I  am  ple;ised  witit  them  ;  insomuch  that  I 
can  no  where  find  so  great  satisfaction  as  in  those 
innocent  and  useful  pursuits.  In  indulging  these 
feelings,  I  am  led  to  reflect  how  much  more  delight- 
ful to  the  undebauched  mind.  Is  the  task  of  making 
improvements  on  the  earth,  than  all  the  vain  glory 
that  can  be  acquired  from  ravaging  it,  by  the  most 
uninterrupted  career  of  conquest.  The  design  of  this 
observation  is  only  to  shew  how  much,  as  a  member 

Pof  human  society,  I  feel  myself  obliged  by  your  labors 
to  render  respectable  and  advantageous,  an  employ- 
ment which  is  more  congenial  to  the  natural  disposi- 
tions of  mankind  than  any  other. 
■     I  am  also  much  indebted  to  you,  for  the  inquiries 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  make  respecting  the  threshing 
machines.     Notwithstanding   I    am  pretty  well  con- 
evinced   from    your  account,   that    the   new-invented 
HScotch  machine  is  of  superior  merit  to  Winlaw's  ; 
Hyet  1  think  to  wait  a  little  longer  before  I  procure 
Bone.     In  the  intermediate  time,  I  am  not  insensible 
^to  your  obliging  offers  of  executing  this,  or  any  other 
commission    for   me  ;  and  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
avail  myself  of  them  as  occasions  may  require. 
B      I  would  willingly  have  sent  you  a  lock  of  the  wool 
"  of  ray  sheep,  agreeably  to  your  desire,  but  it  is  all 
wrought  into  cloth,  and  I  must  therefore  defer  it  until 
after  the  next  shearing.     You  may  expect  it  by  some 
future  conveyance.     A  manufacturer  from  Leeds,  who 
was  lately  here,  judges  it  to  be  of  about  the  same 
.quality  with  the  English  wool    in  general — though 


there  is  always  a  great  difference  in  the  fineness  of 
different  parts  of   the  same  fleece.      I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  increasing  and  improving  our  breed  of 
sheep,  would  be  one  of  the  most  profitable  specula* 
tions  we  could  undertake ;  especially  In  this  part  of 
the  continent,  where  we  have  so  little  winter,  that 
they  require  either  no  drj'  fodder,  or  next  to  none; 
and  where  we  are  sufficiently  distant  from  the  fron- 
tiers, not  to  be  troubled  with  wolves  or  other  wild 
vermin,  which   prevent   the  inhabitants   there    from 
keeping  flocks.     Though  wc  do  not  feed  our  sheep 
upon  leaves,  as  you  mention  they  do  in  some  parts  of 
France,  yet  we   cannot  want   for   pastures   enough^ 
suitable  for  them.       I  am  at  a   loss,    therefore,    tfl 
account  for  the  disproportion  between  their  value  an( 
that  of  black  cattle;  as  well  as  for  our  not  augment-' 
ing  the  number.     So  persuaded  am  I  of  the  practica- 
bility and  advantage  of  it,  that  1  have  raised  near  200 
lambs  upon  my  farm  this  year.     I  am  glad  to  find 
that   you  are  likely  to  succeed    in  propagating  the 
Spanish   breed    of   sheep  in   England,  and  that  the 
wool  does  not  degenerate  ;  for  the  multiplication 
useful  animals  is  a  common  blessing  to  mankind, 
have  a  prospect  of  introducing  into  this  countr>' 
very  excellent  race  of  animals  also,  by  means  of  th( 
liberality  of  the  King  of  Spain.     One  of  the  Jacks' 
which  he  was  pleased  to  present  to  me  (the  other 
perished  at  sea)  is  about  15  hands  high,  his  body  and 
limbs  very  large  in  proportion  to  his  height ;  and  th^| 
mules  which  I  have  had  from  htm,  appear  to  be  ex-~ 
tremely  well  formed  for  service.     I  have  likewise 
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jack  and  two  jennets  from  Malta,  of  a  very  good  size, 
which  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  sunt  to  me.  The 
Spanish  jack  seems  calculated  to  breed  for  heavy 
slow  draught;  and  the  others  for  the  saddle,  or  lighter 

■carriages.  From  these,  altogether,  I  hope  to  secure 
a  race  of  extraordinary  goodness,  which  will  stock 
the  countrj'.  Their  longevity  and  cheap  keeping 
will  be  circumstances  much  in  their  favor.  I  am 
convinced,  from  the  little  experiments  I  have  made 

Kttrith  the  ordinary  mules  (which  perform  as  much 
labor,  with  vastly  less  feeding  than  horses),  that 
those  of  a  superior  quality  will  be  the  best  cattle  we 
can  employ  for  the  harness  ;  and  indeed  in  a  few 
years*    1  intend  to  drive    no  other  in   my  carriage, 

Bbaving  appropriated  for  the  sole  purpose  of  breeding 
them,  upwards  of  twenty  of  my  best  mares. 

•  Since  I  wrote  to  you  formerly,  respecting  the  ob- 
jection made  by  my  laborers  to  the  weight  of  the 
ploughs,  I  have  had  sufficient  experience  to  over- 
come the  ill-founded  prejudice,  and  find  them  answer 
the  purpose  exceedingly  well.  I  have  been  laying 
out  my  farm  into  fields  of  nearly  the  same  dimen- 
sions, and  assigning  crops  to  each  until  the  year 
1795.  The  building  of  a  brick  barn  has  occupied 
much  of  my  attention  this  summer.  It  is  constructed 
according  to  the  plan  you  had  the  goodness  to  send 
me  ;  but  with  some  additions.  It  is  now.  I  believe, 
the  largest  and  most  convenient  one  in  this  country. 
■Our  seasons  in  this  country  (or  at  least  in  this  part 
~  of  it)  have  been  so  much  in  the  two  opposite  ex- 
tremes of  dry  and  wet,  for  the  two  summei?  past, 


1 


that  many  of  my  experiments  have  failed  to  give  a 
satisfactory  result,  or  I  would  have  done  myself  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting  it  to  you.  In  the  first  part 
of  last  summer,  the  rains  prevailed  beyond  what  has 
been  known  tn  the  memor>'  of  man  ;  yet  the  crops  in 
most  parts  of  the  United  States  are  good.  They 
were  much  injured,  however,  in  those  places  on  my 
farm  where  the  soil  is  mixed  with  clay,  and  so  stiff  as 
to  be  liable  to  retain  the  moisture.  I  planted  a  large 
quantity  of  potatoes,  of  which  only  those  that  were 
put  in  as  late  as  the  end  of  June,  have  produced  tol- 
erably well.  I  am,  notwithstanding,  more  and  more 
convinced  of  the  prodigious  usefulness  of  this  root, 
and  that  it  is  very  little,  if  any  thing,  of  an  exhauster.^ 
I  have  a  high  opinion  also  of  carrots.  The  same 
unfavorableness  of  the  season  has  rendered  it  un- 
important to  give  a  detail  of  my  experiments  this 
year  in  flax,  though  I  had  sowed  35  bushels  of  the 
seed.  In  some  spots  it  has  yielded  well ;  in  others 
very  indifferently,  much  injured  by  weeds  and 
lodgits. 

As  to  what  yon  suggest  at  the  close  of  your  letter, 
respecting  the  publication  of  extracts  from  my  corre-B 
spondence  in  your  annals,  I  hardly  know  what  to 
say.  I  certainly  highly  approve  the  judicious  execu- 
tion of  your  well-conceived  project  of  throwing  light 
on  a  subject,  which  may  be  more  conducive  than 
almost  any  other  to  the  happiness  of  mankind.  On^ 
the  one  hand,  it  seems  scarcely  generous  or  proper, 
that  any  farmer,  who  receives  benefit  from  the  facts 
contained  in  such  publications,  should  withhold  his 
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mite  of  information  from  the  general  stock.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  am  afraid  it  might  be  imputed  to  me  as 
a  piece  of  ostentation,  if  my  name  should  appear  in 
the  work.  And  surely  it  would  not  be  discreet  for 
me  to  run  the  hazard  of  incurring  this  imputation, 
unless  some  good  might  probably  result  to  society, 
as  some  kind  of  compensation  for  It.  Of  this  I  am 
not  a  judge — I  can  only  say  for  myself,  that  I  have 
endeavored,  in  a  state  of  tranquil  retirement,  to  keep 
myself  as  much  from  the  eye  of  the  world  as  I  possi- 
bly could,  I  have  studiously  avoided,  as  much  as 
was  in  my  power,  to  give  any  cause  for  ill-nalured  or 
impertinent  comments  on  my  conduct  :  and  I  should 
be  very  unhappy  to  have  anything  done  on  my  behalf 
(however  distant  in  itself  from  impropriety),  which 
should  give  occasion  for  one  ofiFicious  tongue  to  use 
my  name  with  indelicacy.  For  I  wish  most  devoutly 
to  glide  silently  and  unnoticed  through  the  remainder 
of  life.  This  is  my  heart-felt  wish  ;  and  these  are 
my  undisguised  feelings.  After  having  submitted 
them  confidentially  to  you,  I  have  such  a  reliance 
upon  your  prudence,  as  to  leave  it  with  you  to  do 
what  you  think,  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ter, shall  be  wisest  and  best.     I  am  &c. 


TO   WILLIAM    GORDON. 
DfaR    Sir  Moukt  Vrrnon,  23  December,  1788. 

Your  letter  dated  in  London  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber has  been  duly  forwarded  to  me  by  your  friend 
Mr.  Hazard.     As  I  shall  be  able  to  notice  the  con- 


34fi 


THE  WH/T/NGS  OF 


[1788 


« 


tents  but  generally  and  briefly,  I  request,  in  the  first 
place,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  best 
thanks  for  your  good  wishes  for  my  happiness  here 
and  hereafter.  I  am  pleased  to  learn,  that  your 
History  is  at  length  completed,  I  conclude  by  the 
spring  we  may  expect  to  be  favored  with  a  sight  of 
it  Your  mention  of  the  several  objects,  you  judge 
of  national  consequence  to  the  United  States,  Is  to 
be  esteemed  among  the  tokens  of  your  kind  remem- 
brance of  America,  and  regard  to  its  interests. 

How  far  I  may  ever  be  connected  with  its 
political  affairs  is  altogether  a  matter  of  uncertainty 
to  me.  My  heartfelt  wishes,  and.  I  would  fain  hope, 
the  circumstances  are  opposed  to  it.  1  flatter  myself 
my  countrymen  are  so  fully  persuaded  of  my  desire 
to  remain  in  private  life  :  that  I  am  not  without 
hopes  and  expectations  of  being  left  quietly  to  enjoy 
the  repose,  in  which  I  am  at  present  Or,  In  all 
events^  should  it  be  their  wish  (as  you  suppose  it  will 
be)  for  me  to  come  again  on  the  stage  of  public 
affairs — I  certainly  will  decline  it,  if  the  refusal  can 
be  made  consistently  with  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
dictates  of  propriety  and  duty.  For  the  great 
Searcher  of  human  hearts  knows  there  is  no  wish  in 
mine,  beyond  that  of  liberty  and  dying  an  honest 
man,  on  my  own  farm. 

I  had  quite  forgotten  the  private  transaction  to 
which  you  allude,  nor  could  I  recall  it  to  mind  with- 
out much  difificulty.  If  I  now  recollect  rightly,  and 
I  believe  I  do  (though  there  were  several  applications 
made  to  me),  I  am  conscious  of  only  having  done 
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■my  duty.  As  no  particular  credit  is  due  for  that, 
and  as  no  g"ood  but  some  harm  might  result  from  the 
publication,  the  letter,  in  my  judgment,  had  better 
remain  in  concealment/ 

I  The  prospect,  that  a  good  general  government  will 
in  all  human  probability  be  soon  established  in  Amer- 
ica, affords  me  more  substantial  satisfaction  than  I 
have  ever  before  derived  from  any  political  event ; 
because  there  is  a  rational  ground  for  believing,  that 
not  only  the  happiness  of  my  own  countrymen,  but 
Kthat  of  mankind  in  general,  will  be  promoted  by  it. 

As  It  is  really  so  long  since  I  have  had  any  occa- 
_^sion  to  make  use  of  a  cipher  or  key  to  communicate 
Bmy  sentiments  to  my  correspondents,  and  as  it  was 
so  little  probable  I  should  ever  have  any  occasion  to 
express  them  by  such  modes  in  future,  I  have  abso- 
lutely mislaid  or  entirely  lost  yours  with  others. 
Besides,  I  have  not  a  single  idea  to  communicate  to 
any  person  while  in  Europe,  the  knowledge  of  which 


I 


'  Tbt  ringnlAr  modetty  of  Ihit  parngiaph  will  be  (ulljr  underRtocKl,  if  tb« 
mder  will  recur  (o  the  Icllci  alluded  to,  daied  May  ssd,  1783,  (Vol.  X.  p. 
SI.)  ID  which  General  WnUiington  rcpliu  10  a  proputiitioti  (loin  a  liigh  quar- 
ler  in  the  army  to  nuke  him  KiMi.  Dr.  Gordon  had  seen  ihal  IcUcr  when  on 
a  Yitit  to  Mount  Vemon  after  the  war.  and  in  wriiin^  iho  one.  10  which  the 
above  is  an  iniwer,  he  re<]tie!tt£d  ]ieriDiv.ion  to  publish  it.  referring  aC  Ihe  same 
time  only  to  its  conlent&,  and  the  circuinsl»nccs  atlcnrling  il,  without  mention* 
tng  iu  date.  In  xpeaking  of  Ihe  ptospecl  of  Gciitral  Wasliiiijjlon's  being  the 
fiisi  President  of  the  United  Slates  I^t.  Ooidon  naid  :  "  The  good  of  th« 
counliy  ia  a  law,  that  you  mtut  siibmil  10,  when  you  are  called  to  possess  ■ 
powet  in  the  mori  honorable  way  by  all  profeKitions  and  ranks  of  people, 
which,  to  your  everlasting  honor  when  known,  you  honestly  declined  with  the 
traett  pairifltiun  when  nHcred  in  an  iTTegular  manner.  This  is  a  secret,  which 
will  remain  till  you  arc  dead,  unlc^  I  could  be  certain  of  not  offending  through 
the  publication  of  your  letter,  with  the  s^apprciision  of  the  parly  to  whom  it  was 
addressed.  "—London,  September  34l}).—.^A0r>(. 


could  g^ive  any  advantage  to  those,  who  should  be  curi- 
ous enough,  or  mean  enough,  to  inspect  my  letters. 

Thus  much  I  thought  it  might  be  well  to  say.  in 
apology  for  my  not  being  able  to  comply  with  youri 
request.  Indeed,  when  you  consider  the  domestic,] 
walk  of  life  in  which  I  pass  my  days,  the  multiplicity 
of  private  concerns  in  which  1  am  involved,  the  nu-  ' 
merous  literary  applications  from  different  quarters,  | 
the  round  of  company  I  have  at  my  house,  and  the 
avocations  occasioned  by  my  being  at  the  head  of  the 
Company  for  clearing  the  Potomac,  you  will  dome 
the  justice  to  suppose,  that  I  can  have  few  topics  or 
little  time  for  correspondencies  of  mere  friendship, 
ceremony,  or  speculation.  This  I  entreat  may  be 
accepted  as  the  true  reason,  why  I  ara  not  able  to 
write  to  you  very  fully,  or  very  regularly.  Mrs. 
Washington  joins  with  me  in  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Gordon.     I  remain.  &c 


TO   WILLIAM     PIERCE. 


Sir: 


Mount  Vernon,  i  Juiutry,  i: 


As  it  would  be  altogether    improper  for   me 
anticipate  any  thing  on  the  event  which  you  suppose' 
may  happen  ;  I    only  write  to  let  you  know  that  I 
have  duly  received  your  letter  of  Novr.  ist.      I  most 
Sincerely  and  fervently  hope  it  will  be  found,  that  I| 
shall  not  be  in  a  situation  to  have  any  agency  in  thej 
disposal  of  federal  appointments.     For  you  will  per- 
mit me  CO  say,  that  the  choice  is  as  yet  verj'  far  fi 
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being  certain  ;  and  that  should  it  (contrary  to  all  my 
wishes)  fall  upon  me,  I  shall  certainly  be  disposed  to 
I     decline  the  acceptance,  if  it  may  by  any  means  be 
Bdone  consistently  with  the  dictates  of  duty. 
H     In  this  to  me  unpleasant  state  of  affairs  when   I 
^cannot  but  feel  myself  disagreeably  affected  by  hav- 
ing the  subject  even  obliquely  forced  upon  my  mind, 
— You  will  be  pleased  to  consider  my  studied  reserve 
as  not  in  the  least  intended  to  militate  against  your 
pretensions,  and  as  not  having  any  reference,  in  the 
remotest  degree,  to  an  office,  for  which   I  perceive 

P there  will  be  several  competitors. 
Although  I  have  thought  it  would  ill  become  me 
at  present  to  be  more  explicit  with  any  person  on 
public  matters  ;  yet  in  all  personal  considerations  I 
take  a  pleasure  in  subscribing  myself  with  sentiments 
jpi  great  respect  and  esteem,  &c.' 

"  It  wo«M  ulte  np  more  ttme,  than  I  could  well  tpar«,  to  notice  (h«  ap- 
pUcaiioos  which  have  been  made  lo  me  in  con&equence  of  the  wnvi  govemmcni. 
Id  aaswer  to  ^^  rann)'  ni  t  have  b«cn  «t  leUurc  [i>  acknawlcdgc,  I  have  invari- 
ably represented  the  delicacy  of  my  siluntion,  the  iiTipiopriet7  of  bTinging 
(iich  things  before  me,  the  decided  resolution  I  had  fonnerly  made,  and  the 
ardent  wi*hes  I  still  entertain  ol  remaining  in  a  private  life.  You  will  Dot 
llien  expect,  that  I  thould  cutntnil  myicU  by  &3yin)'  auy  lliinn  un  a  subject, 
which  liai  oerer  failed  to  embarrass  aiid  di^licu  me  beyond  meanire,  when- 
aocver  it  has  been  forced  upon  my  conxiderAitoD."— M'ruAiMf/oN  to  LttUrhh, 
I  January.  1789. 

"  If  it  should  be  rey  fate  to  adminltter  the  govertiinent,  I  will  go  into  it 
IttK  Uota  cngafremenU  of  every  kind  and  nature  whatsoever— making,  when 
the  pretensions  of  every  candidate  are  brought  to  viciv,  as  far  as  my  jitd^ent 
ahall  direct  me,  justice  and  the  public  good,  the  sole  ohjecli  of  my  putsuiii." — 
WatiingloH  la  ReHjamiu  Fuhbeurtt,  33  Dccemher,  t7S8. 

"  If  I  ahoidd  once  more  be  led  into  the  walks  oE  public  life,  it  ih  my  fixed 

^terminaiioa   tu  enter  there,  nul  only  unfettered  by'promisea,  but  even  tin. 

dulses'*!*  with  crraliiig  or  fcedinn;  the  eKpcciaiion  of  any  man  living  ttn  my 

lUiMC  to  office.     And  b^ure  I  um.  a  i;entleman  of  yoiu  caador  and  judg- 
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TO   THE    MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

My  dear  Marquis,  -^^       ^     -f 

By  the  last  post  I  was  favored  with  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  dated  the  5th  of  September  last.  Not- 
withstanding the  distance  of  its  date,  it  was  peculiarly 
welcome  to  me;  for  I  had  not  in  the  mean  time 
received  any  satisfactory  advices  respecting  yourself 
or  your  country.  By  that  letter  my  mind  was  placed 
much  more  at  its  ease,  on  both  those  subjects,  than  it 
had  been  for  many  months, 

The  last  letter,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing 
to  you,  was  forwarded  by  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris, 
Since  his  departure  from  America,  nothing  very 
material  has  occurred.  The  minds  of  men,  however, 
have  not  been  in  a  stagnant  state.  But  patriotism, 
instead  of  faction,  has  generally  agitated  them.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  wonder,  that,  in  proportion  as  we 
approach  to  the  time  fixed  for  the  organization  and 
operation  of  the  new  government,  their  anxiety 
should  have  been  increased,  rather  than  diminished, 

mem  will  approve  the  resolution  ;  firat,  because  all  oEBcct  an  to  be  CK«ud  by 
law,  uid  conieiiueiitly  are  as  yei  uncertain  ;  adly,  because  ibe  appointnent  of 
ofiiccn  mny  poi&ibly  be  Lcfl  to  the  hends  of  dcpartcncnu,  or  in  many  "i—***— 
relened  to  the  executives  of  the  respective  Stales  ;  and,  3dly,  because  the  cat 
of  Che  nominator  ought  to  be  open  to  the  coniments  on  tlic  meritk  ol  each 
candidaic,  and  to  be  goTcrncd  primarily  by  the  abilities,  which  are  ino»l 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  nature  and  duties  of  the  office  which  is  to  be  filled. 
If,  Sloppily  for  tne,  it  should  be  my  lot  to  have  any  share  in  the  execution  ol 
t%e  ^oremment.  It  win  be  uud«r  the  influence  o!  theie  seatlmentx,  aad  the 
best  knowledge  I  uui  obtain  of  characters,  that  1  ahall  invariably  act  with 
reapeci  to  appoiniracnta.^  And  with  respect  to  my  conduct  as  a  private  man. 
I  do  rerily  believe  I  nevtr  shall  inii:rfer«  in  the  appointment  to  any  office 
whatsoever,  beyond  a  gencritl  certificate  of  ivAi^"—Wiukington  I9  Stmurl 
Uaniim,  t  January,   17S9. 
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The  choice  of  senators,  representatives,  and  elec- 
tors, which  (excepting  in  that  of  the  last  description) 
took  place  at  different  times  in  the  different  States, 
has  aflTorded  abundant  topics  for  domestic  news  since 
the  beginning  of  autumn.     I  need  not  enumerate  the 
several  particulars,  as   1   imagine  you    see   most   of 
them  detailed  in  the  American  gazettes.     I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  only  saying,  that  the  elections  have 
been  hitherto  vastly  more  favorable  than  we  could 
have  expected,  that  federal  sentiments  seem  to  be 
growing  with  uncommon  rapidity,  and  that  this  in- 
creasing unanimity  is  not  less  indicative  of  the  good 
disposition  than  the  good  sense  of  the  Americans. 
Did  it  not  savor  so  much  of  partiality  for  my  coun- 
trj'nien,  I   might  add,  that  I  cannot  help  flattering 
myself,  that  the  new   Congress,  on  account  of  the 
self-created  respectability  and  various  talents  of  its 
f  members,  will  not  be  inferior  to  any  Assembly  in  the 
world.     From  these  and  some  other  circumstances  I 
really  entertain  greater  hopes,  that  America  will  not 
finally  disappoint   the  expectations   of   her  friends, 
,     than  1  have  at  almost  any  former  period.     Still,  how- 
■ever,  in  such  a  fickle  state  of  existence  I  would  not 
Hbe  too  sanguine  in  indulging  myself  with  the  con- 
"templation  of  scenes  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  lest 
some  unforeseen  mischance  or  perverseness  should 
occasion  the  greater  mortification,  by  blasting  the  en- 
joyment in  the  very  bud. 
■      I  can  say  little  or  nothing  new,  in  consequence  of 
^the  repetition   of  your  opinion,  on  the  expediency 
there  will  be  for  my  accepting  the  office  to  which 
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you  refer.  Your  sentiments,  indeed,  coincide  much 
more  nearly  with  those  of  my  other  friends,  than  with 
my  own  feelings.  In  truth  my  difficulties  increase 
and  magnify  as  I  draw  towards  the  period,  when, 
according  to  the  common  belief,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  give  a  definitive  answer,  in  one  way  or 
another.  Should  circumstances  render  it  in  a  man- 
ner inevitably  necessary  to  be  in  the  affirmative,  be 
assured,  my  dear  Sir.  1  shall  assume  the  task  with 
the  most  unfeigned  reluctance,  and  with  a  real  diffi- 
dence, for  which  I  shall  probably  receive  no  credit 
from  the  world.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  nothing 
short  of  a  conviction  of  duty  will  induce  me  again  to 
take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs;  and,  in  that 
case,  if  I  can  form  a  plan  for  my  own  conduct,  my 
endeavors  shall  be  unremittingly  exerted,  (even  at 
the  hazard  of  former  fame  or  present  popularity,) 
to  extricate  my  country  from  the  embarrassments  in 
which  it  is  entangled  through  want  of  credit ;  and  to 
establish  a  general  system  of  policy,  which  if  pursued 
will  ensure  permanent  felicity  to  the  commonwealth. 
I  think  I  see  a  path  as  clear  and  as  direct  as  a  ray  of 
light,  which  leads  to  the  attainment  of  that  object 
Nothing  but  harmony,  honesty,  industr)',  and  frugal- 
ity are  necessary  to  make  us  a  great  and  happy 
people.  Happily  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  and 
the  prevailing  disposition  of  my  countrymen,  promise 
to  cooperate  in  establishing  those  four  great  and 
essential  pillars  of  public  felicity. 

What  has  been  considered  at  the  moment  as  a  dis- 
advantage,   will   probably   turn    out   for   our   good. 
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While  our  commerce  has  been  considerably  curtailed, 
for  want  of  that  extensive  credit  formerly  given  in 
Europe,  and  for  default  of  remittance,  the  useful  arts 
have  been  almost  imperceptibly  pushed  to  a  consider- 
able degree  of  perfection. 

Though  I  would  not  force  the  introduction  of 
manufactures,  by  extravagant  encouragements,  and 
to  the  prejudice  of  agricuhure,  yet  I  conceive  much 
might  be  done  in  that  way  by  women,  children,  and 
others,  without  taking  one  really  necessary  hand  from 
tilling  the  earth.  Certain  it  is,  great  savings  are 
already  made  in  many  articles  of  apparel,  furniture, 
and  consumption.  Equally  certain  it  is,  that  no 
diminution  in  agriculture  has  taken  place,  at  the  time 
■when  greater  and  more  substantial  improvements  in 
manufactures  were  making,  than  were  ever  before 
known  in  America.  In  Pennsylvania  they  have  at- 
tended particularly  to  the  fabrication  of  cotton  cloths, 
hats,  and  all  articles  in  leather.  In  Massachusetts, 
they  are  establishing  factories  of  duck,  cordage,  glass, 
and  several  other  extensive  and  useful  branches.  The 
number  of  shoes  made  in  one  town,  and  nails  in 
another,  is  incredible.  In  that  State  and  Connecticut 
are  also  factories  of  superfine  and  other  broadcloths. 
I  have  been  writing  to  our  friend  General  Knox  this 
day  to  procure  me  homespun  broadcloth  of  the  Hart- 
ford fabric,  to  make  a  suit  of  clothes  for  myself.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  a  great  while  before  it  will  be  un- 
fashionable for  a  gentleman  to  appear  in  any  other 
dress.  Indeed,  we  have  already  been  too  long  sub- 
ject to  British  prejudices.     I  use  no  porter  or  cheese 
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in  my  family  but  sucK  as  is  made  in  America.  Both 
those  articles  may  now  be  purchased  of  an  excellent 
quality. 

While  you  are  quarrelling  among  yourselves  in 
Europe,  while  one  king  is  running  mad,  and  others 
acting  as  if  they  were  already  so,  by  cutting  the  throats 
of  the  subjects  of  their  neighbors.  I  think  you  need 
not  doubt,  my  dear  Marquis,  we  shall  continue  in 
tranquillity  here,  and  that  population  will  be  pro- 
gressive so  long  as  there  shall  continue  to  be  so  many 
easy  means  for  obtaining  a  subsistence,  and  so  ample 
a  field  for  the  exertion  of  talents  and  industry.  All 
my  family  join  in  compliments  to  Madame  de  Lafay- 
ette and  yourself.     Adieu. 


TO    BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

MouKT  Vkknon,  31  JanuBry,  tySf. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  two  letters  of  December  20th  and  January 
4th  are  before  me.'  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
the  intelligence  contained  in  them,  because  it  enabled 
me  to  contradict  a  report  in  circulation  among  the 
ant  [federal  ists,  that  your  State  had  made  choice  of 

'  "  Lasi  Thuriday  our  vol»  were  given  in  for  Kpresenlativcs,  Knd  lor  elMton 
of  pKaidcni  and  v-ice<prci>vdenl.  Mr.  Aine^  \%  probably  cho»cti  for  thib  4i^ 
tiict.  He  w;iii  ■»  MClivc  member  in  our  convenlioti,  iiid  hits  alw-&y>  dbtn* 
ffuisbcd  himseU  as  an  honeitt,  giioil  man.  I  i-an  hanlly  gucM  who  trill  rcpsetent 
the  Otitrt  dbtriclt,  rxccpl  the  weiitani  one,  which  I  chink  will  be  rvpretented 
by  Mr.  Sedgwick.  Tlit  majurity,  however,  I  am  cunfidctii  wUt  l>e  j-uoJ  luem- 
ben.  There  were  grcKt  exertions  tnadc  for  Mr.  Samuel  AtUoiik.  HcwtwM 
probably  b&ve  aimed  the  voce,  could  ihc  people  Hatc  bMn  perswuled,  thai  be 
wat  in  beafi  afcderaHil.  Ourtenatonare  Federal  indeed,  Mr.  Strong  and  Mr. 
Dalton." — tituofn  to  WaiAiMj^/itn,  30  December.  17BS. 
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only  one  representative  to  Congress,  that  no  more 
would  probably  be  appointed,  and  that  every  thing 
was  in  very  great  confusion.  Though  facts  will  ulti- 
mately become  known,  yet  much  mischief  to  the 
federal  cause  may  be  done  by  suffering  misrepresen- 
tation to  pass  unnoticed  or  unrcfutcd.  Last  winter 
the  antifedcralists  in  Philadelphia  published,  "that 
Connecticut  had  been  surprised  into  an  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  while  a  great  majority  of  the  freemen 
were  opposed  to  it."  Now  it  is  certain,  nothing  can 
fix  the  stigma  of  falsehood  upon  that  assertion  better 
than  the  late  respectable  appointments  in  that  State. 
Much  the  same  thing  has  happened  in  Maryland. 
The  federal  ticket  has  been  carried  by  a  majority  of 
thousands.     In  tlie  county  that  bears  my  name  there 

I  was  not  a  dissenting  vote. 
By  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  federal  senti- 
ments are  spreading  perhaps  faster  than  ever  in  this 
commonwealth.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  six  if 
not  seven  of  the  representatives  from  it  to  Congress 
will  be  decided  friends  to  the  constitution.  Monday 
next  will,  however,  confirm  or  contradict  this  opinion, 
it  being  the  day  of  election  throughout  the  State.  I 
will  only  add,  that,  in  Maryland  and  this  State,  it  is 
probable  Mr.  John  Adams  will  have  a  considerable 
number  of  the  votes  of  the  electors.  Some  of  those 
gentlemen  will  have  been  advised,  that  this  measure 
would  be  entirely  agreeable  to  me,  and  that  I  consid- 
ered it  to  be  the  only  certain  way  to  prevent  the 
election  of  an  antifederalist.  With  sentiments  of  the 
rcatest  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 
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to  samuel  powel. 

Dear  Sir. 

The  letters  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing] 
to  me  on  the  6th  and  26th  last  month,  came  duly  at 
hand ;  and  their  enclosures  were  safely  delivered  to] 
my  nephew,  Bushrod  Washington,  who  has  lately  be- 
come a  resident  of  Alexandria,   where  and  at  the 
courts  in  its  vicinity  he  means  to  establish  himself  in 
the  practise  of  the  law.    No  apolog)'.  my  dear  Sir,  on 
this  or  any  other  occasion,  was  or  will  be  necessary 
for  putting  any  letter  you  may  wish  to  have  safely, 
conveyed  to  a  friend    in    these    parts,  under  cover! 
to  me. 

All  the  political  manoeuvres  which  were  calculated 
to  impede,   if    not  to  prevent  the  operation   of   the 
Government,  are  now  brought  to  a  close  imtil  the 
meeting  of  the  n^w  Congress,  and  although  the  issue 
of  aU  the  elections  is  not  yet  known,  they  are  suffi- 
ciently displayed  to  authorize  a  belief  that  the  oppos-^ 
ers  of  the  government  have  been  defeated  in  almost " 
every  instance.     Although  the  elections  in  this  State      ; 
are  over,  it  will  be  some  time  from  the  extent  of  itf 
before  the  representatives  to  Congress  can  be  finally 
announced.    From  conjecture,  however,  it  is  supposed 
the  majority  will  be  federalists.    Some  arc  so  sanguine 
as  to  believe  that  seven  out  of  the  ten  will  be  so ;  but 
this,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  altogether  conjecture,, 
and   vague   conjecture;   for  much   pains    has    been, 
taken,  and  no  art  left  unessayed.  to  poison  the  mind 
and  alarm  the  fears  of  the  people  into  opposition. 
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On  the  list  of  the  Electors  which  has  been  published 
by  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State,  there  appear 
(as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
gentlemen)  eight  decided  friends  to  the  new  consti- 
tution. Be  the  cause  of  the  British  King's  insanity 
v^'hat  it  may,  his  situation  (if  alive)  merits  commisera- 
tion. Better  perhaps  would  it  have  been  for  his 
nation,  though  not  \ox  ours  (under  present  prospects), 
if  this  event  had  happened  at  the  time  Dr.  Franklin, 
Byou  say,  supposes  his  Majesty's  constitution  was  first 
tinged  with   the    malady    under   which    he    is    now 

■laboring. 
Mrs.    Washington,    the    Major    and    Fanny,    and 
others   under   this   roof,  unite   in   best   wishes  and 
affectionate  regards  for  Mrs.  Powel. 


TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 
Mount  Vr«non,  13  Febmu-jr,  1789, 

Dear  Sir, 

■  Having  found  that  there  is  a  vessel  on  the  point 
of  sailing  from  Alexandria  for  Havre  dc  Grace,  I 
would  not  forego  so  good  an  opportunity  of  address- 
ing a  letter  to  you,  although  nothing  very  material 
has  occurred  since  the  date  of  my  last,  which  was 
transmitted  by  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris.  As  you  will 
doubtless  have  seen  in  the  gazettes  the  measures 
taken  by  the  different  States  for  carrying  the  new 
government  into  execution,  I  will  not  therefore  enter 
upon  any  report  of  news,  or  discussion  of  political 
topics. 
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Exclusive  of  these  things,  the  greatest  and  most 
important  objects  of  internal  concern,  which  at  pres- 
ent  occupy  the    attention    of   the   public  mind,  are 
manufactures  and  inland  navigation.     Many  success- 
ful efforts  in  fabrics  of  different  kinds  are  every  day 
made.     Those  composed  of  cotton,  I  think  will  be  O^H 
the   most    immediate    and    extensive    utility.       Mr.™ 
Milne,  an  English  gentleman,  who  has  been  many     i 
years    introducing  thoe;e  manufactures  into  France^fl 
and  whose  father  is  now  carrying  them  on,   (under 
the  protection  of  government,)  at  the  royal  chdteau 
of  Muette  in  Passy,  has  been  at  my  house  this  week, 
and  is  of   opinion  that  they  may  be  prosecuted  in 
America   to   greater   advantage   than   in  France  or 
England.     He  has  been  almost  two  years  in  Georgia, 
stimulating  and  instructing  the  planters  to  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton.    In  that  State  and  South  Carolina 
it  is  said  that  cotton  may  be  made  of  a  most  excellent 
quality,  and  in  such  abundant  quantities  as  to  prove 
a    more    profitable  species   of  agriculture  than  any 
other  crop.     The  increase  of  that  raw  material,  and 
the  introduction  of   the  late  improved  machines  to 
abridge  labor,  must  be  of  almost  infinite  consequence     , 
to  the  prosperity  of  United  America.  fl 

A  desire  of  encouraging  whatever  is  useful  and^ 
economical  seems  now  generally  to  prevail.  Several 
capital  artists  in  different  branches  have  lately  arrived 
in  this  country.  A  factory  of  glass  is  established] 
upon  a  large  scale  on  Monocacy  River  near  Freder- 
icktown  in  Maryland.  I  am  Informed  it  will  this  year 
produce  glass  of  various  kinds  nearly  to  the  amount 
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Hof  ten  thousand  pounds'  value.  This  factorj'  will  be 
"essentially  benefited  by  having  the  navigation  of  the 
^  Potomac  completely  opened.  But  the  total  benefits 
^lof  that  navigation  will  not  be  confined  to  narrower 
limits  than  the  extent  of  the  whole  western  territory 

I  of  the  United  Slates. 
You  have  been  made  acquainted,  my  dear  Sir,  with 
my  ideas  of  the  practicability,  importance,  and  extent 
of  that  navigation,  as  they  have  been  occasionally, 
though  fully  expressed,  in  -my  several  letters  to  you. 
*  *  *  Notwithstanding  my  constant  and  utmost 
endeavors  to  obtain  precise  information  respecting 
the  nearest  and  best  communication  between  the 
Ohio  and  Lake  Erie,  I  am  not  yet  able  to  add  any 
thing  more  satisfactory  to  the  observations,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  make  on  that  subject  in  my  letter 
of  the  1st  of  January.  1788;  but  1  have  lately  re- 
^  ceived  a  correct  draft,  executed  principally  from 
actual  surveys,  of  the  country  between  the  sources  of 
the  Potomac  and  those  navigable  waters  that  fall  into 
^  the  Ohio.  Of  this  I  enclostr  you  such  a  rough  sketch 
Bas  my  avocations  would  permit  me  to  make;  my 
principal  object  therein  being  to  show,  that  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two  waters  is  shorter,  and  that  the 
means  of  communication  are  easier,  than  I  had 
hitherto  represented  or  imagined.  I  need  not  de- 
B'Scribe  what  and  how  extensive  the  rivers  are,  which 
will  be  thus  in  a  wonderful  manner  connected,  as 
soon  as  the  Potomac  shall  be  rendered  entirely  pass- 
able. The  passage  would  have  been  opened  from 
Fort  Cumberland  to  the  Great  Falls  (nine  miles  from 
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tide-water)  before  this  time,  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
letter  of  the  31st  of  August  last,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  unfavorablencss  of  the  season.  In  spite  of  that 
untoward  circumstance,  \  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  two  or  three  boats  have  actually  arrived  at 
the  last-mentioned  place. 

I  am  going  on  Monday  next  to  visit  the  works,  as 
far  as  the  Seneca  Falls.  Could  I  have  delayed  writ- 
ing this  letter  until  my  return  from  thence,  and  after- 
wards availed  myself  of  the  same  conveyance,  1  might 
have  been  more  particular  in  my  account  of  the  state 
of  the  several  works,  and  especially  of  the  situation 
of  the  land  adjoining  to  the  Canal  at  the  Great  Falls. 
Whensoever  the  produce  of  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try bordering  on  the  sources  of  the  Potomac,  and 
contiguous  to  the  long  rivers  (particularly  the  Shen- 
andoah and  South  Branch)  that  nin  into  it,  shall  be 
water-borne,  down  to  tide-water  for  exportation.  I 
conceive  this  place  must  become  very  valuable. 
From  the  conveniency  of  the  basin  a  little  above  the 
spot  where  the  locks  are  to  be  placed,  and  from  the 
inducements  which  will  be  superadded  by  several  fine  ■ 
mill-seats,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  town  in  that  place.  Indeed  mercantile 
people  are  desirous  that  the  event  should  take  place 
as  soon  as  possible.  Manufactures  of  various  com- 
modities, and  in  iron  particularly,  will  doubtless  be 
carried  on  to  advantage  there.  The  mill-seats  1  well 
know  have  long  been  considered  as  very  valuable 
ones.  How  far  buildings  erected  upon  them  may  be 
exposed  to  injuries  from  freshets  or  the  breaking  up 
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of  the  ice,  I  am  not  competent  to  determine  from  my 
own  knowledge  ;  but  the  opinion  of  persons  better 
acquainted  with  these  matters  than  I  am,  is,  that  they 
may  be  rendered  secure.  On  the  commodiousness  of 
Alexandria  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade  throughout 
the  whole  western  country,  I  treated  in  a  ver>- minute, 
and  I  may  say  almost  voUiminous  manner,  in  my 
communication  to  you  on  the  30th  of  May.  1787. 
Probably  Georgetown,  and  the  place  which  I  have 
just  mentioned,  will  participate  largely  and  happily  in 
e  great  emohmients  to  be  derived  from  that  and 
other  valuable  articles,  through  the  inland  navigation 
of  the  upper  and  western  country.  1  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours,  &c.  


TO    HARRY    INNES. 

MotiKT  Vrrnom,  3  Much.  1789. 

Sir, 

L     I  have  been  favored  by  the  receipt  of  your  obliging 
^elter.  dated  the  i8th  of  December  last,  just  in  time 
to  send  my  acknowledgment  by  a  person  who  is  Im- 
mediately  returning    to    Kentucky.'      This   circum- 
nce  prevents  me  from   expressing   so   fully  as  I 


■^ 


<  "  la  the  latUi  end  of  this  suimner,  it  ww  suggestrd  to  me,  Ih&t  the  British 
court  had  rmiiisarie*  in  Kentucky.  From  the  abhorrence  and  ttete»UtioD 
wliich  I  have  to  1  British  connexion,  other  than  that  of  friends  and  alli»,  I 
«nu  induced  to  keep  a  Itiok-out,  anil  tcrutint»  the  conduct  of  all  ttrangcra. 
My  obMn'Ations  snnfi  convinced  ine  of  the  truth  of  ihe  ca»e.  Among  othen, 
I.ieutenani-Colon«l  Connolly  Ostc  of  Fori  Titi)  from  Detroit  has  miicd  this 
districL  Hi»  conduct  hu  alaniied  my  fears.  He  had  Mine  confidential  con- 
ferences with  inflacntial  characlcrt.  He  touched  the  key  to  fomeotatioRN, 
And  ofTcred  assistance  la  enable  the  inhahitantn  of  the  wc&tcm  country  to  aeiu 
on  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  secure  iherehy  the  navigation  of  the  Mitfit- 
■ippt.     How  hit  machinationt  arc  to  be  counteracted  is  the  great  object.     I 
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might  otherwise  have  done,  the  sense  I  have  of  the 
very  patriotic  sentiments  you  entertain  respecting 
the  important  matter,  which  is  the  subject  of  your, 
letter.  As  a  friend  to  United  America,  I  erabrac 
with  extreme  satisfaction  the  proposals  you 
pleased  lo  offer  of  transmitting  farther  intelligence' 
For  which  purpose  \  will  endeavor  to  arrange  and 
send  you  a  cypher  by  the  earliest  safe  conveyance,  i 
In  the  mean  time,  I  rely  implicitly  upon  that  hona^| 
which  you  have  pledged,  and  those  professions  which 
you  have  made ;  and  sincerely  hope,  that  your 
activity  and  discretion  will  be  successful  in  develop- 
ing the  machinations  of  all  those,  who,  by  sowing  the 
seeds  of  disaffection,  may  attempt  to  separate  anj 
portion  of  the  United  States  from  the  Union. 
will  only  add,  for  myself  I  have  little  doubt  but  that 


le 

1 


would  be  more  explidi  if  ihc  conveyance  of  my  letter  were  more  certain. 
i«  entruued  lo  chance  :  I  musi  therefore  act  witli  cauiion. 

"  Relying  implicitly  on  ihi*  (act.  ihai  whatever  ten<U  to  diMurh  the  peace 
Unileil  America  uroul-d  i]islrei»  an<J  iii)ure  yuur  tr&n()uilUty  ant)  re{>OK,  uA 
ihal  your  nidinj;  liand  wuutd  not  lie  withheld  when  yunr  cuuatry'f  cuiic 
requited  It,  I  liiivc  ventured  In  solicit  your  advice  nnd  directions  on  ihit  istn- 
csting  nibject,  and  would  wish  to  urice  vonfidcDiiolly  to  you  on  t)u&  busiiwa. 
if  by  your  answer  I  should  conceive  myself  jufttfied  in  the  atiempi.  Sh<ml4 
thii  propoKd  communicaiion  meet  your  approbiition,  will  it  not  be  advittble 
lo  iiivcnl  a  cypher  Fni  the  preicrvation  of  that  secrecy,  which  the  magniindt 
of  the  lubjeet  require*  ?  This  being  arran)[cd,  I  pledge  my  hoiioi  lo  |[i»e  yea 
from  time  to  time  a  faithful  detail  of  facts." — Imnrt  te  Waskington,  tB  De- 
cember, 1798. 

In  October,  I7&d,  John  Connolly,  who  at  one  time  played  quite  an  In- 
ponanl  part  as  an  agent  of  Lord  Dunmore.  a  BriliKh  recmUing  ageni  and  < 
Tory  priioner.  came  from  Detroit  to  Kentucky  ostensibly  to  look  after  some 
lands  he  claimct.  hut  in  reality  as  a  messenger  from  Lord  Dorchester  lo  sounil 
opinion  in  that  region.  He  claimed  to  he  authoHied  by  Lord  Dorchetlerio 
offer  Brilixb  aid  loan  armed  force  intended  to  operate  against  New  Oriean*- 
iVHHHson  li'  Afire,  la  February,  1789.  He  had  mnferencea  witli  Wilkin»«o. 
Thomas  Marshall,  Ueorga  Muter,  and  Charlci  iicon,  and  returning  to  Detnk, 


? 
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a  perseverance  in  temperate  measures  and  good  dis- 
positions will  produce  such  a  system  of  national 
policy  as  shall  be  mutually  advantageous  to  all  parts 
of  the  American  republic.  I  am,  Sir,  with  much 
esteem,  yours,  &c. 


» 
» 


Wl 


TO    CAPTAIN    RICHARD    CONWAV. 


Mount  VsRNOM,  4  March,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

Never  till  within  these  two  years  have  1  ever 
experienced  the  want  of  money.  Short  crops,  and 
other  causes  not  entirely  within  my  controul,  make  me 
feel  it  now  very  sensibly.  To  collect  money  without 
the  intervention  of  Suits,  (and  these  are  tedious,) 
seems  impracticable — and  Land,  which  I  have  offered 

gftve  hU  emplovcr  the  impre^on  itiAt  a  BrilUh  pToieclorMc  mighl  be  mute 
iHdiil  to  check  the  cfforti  of  Spnin  in  win  over  ihe  Kentuckians.  »inl  that  a 
Brilwh  party  cuuM  hi-  fo^citd  in  the  wc^t.  M iio  hniJ  »ii  i(1ca  that  his  com* 
nercial  agreetnents  with  Wilkitiwjji  hn'I  oilabUihed  a  Spaninh  ho]<l  lliat  could 
not  be  shaken,  and  Gnnloqtii,  with  hii  ichnine  of  MoTgana  colony  and  free 
port,  thought  he  had  for  the  time  liinoglhed  over  the  irritaiion  that  the  Ken* 
mckians  had  shown  at  the  Iron  rotriutiucu  that  the  colonial  policy  of  Spain 
hod  tropCMed  on  h^rr  trade.  Fratii:c,  also,  was  in  potsesdon  of  a  suggestion 
that  might  bear  (mil  ;  to  secure  from  Sp.iin  the  pca^-cable  eessiofi  of  New 
Orleans,  and  m>  come  |-ictween  ihe  re^enlments  of  the  Americans  and  Spaniard* 
with  a  gninl  of  privileges  advantaijcotis  to  all  concerned.     An  end  was  ]jut  to 

lis  intrigaing  hy  Waihington'*  election  to  thr  piciiilcncy. 

"  Jndgmcni,  impnrliaiity,  and  decision  arc  conspicuooi,  in  vveiy  transaction 
of  tbe  President,  and  from  ihe  appoinimeiii!^  which  he  has  made,  there  is 
every  reason  to  citpecl  that  the  different  departmeatt  will  be  conducted  with 
juftice  and  ability.  !  consider  the  appointment  of  Mr,  Jefferson  (vice  Jay)  as 
I  measure  (avorahle  to  the  Interecta  of  the  Western  Country,  and  cotculated  to 
mnove  those  fcart  which  exist  icipectitig  Ihc  navigation  nf  the  river  Mitsiv 
sippi.  I  am  fully  conviuccd  thai  wc  have  tiolhiny  [o  feai  on  that  score  from 
ttie  Pre^idvDt.  This  I  ipcak  from  a  knowlnlge  of  hi»  sentimentit,"-^^AM 
Brvwn  ft  Harry  Innti,  a8  September,  176^. 


for  sale,  will  not  command  Cash  at  an  undervalue,  if 
at  all.  Under  this  statement,  1  am  inclined  to  do  h 
what  I  never  expected  to  be  driven  lo,  that  is,  to  W 
borrow  money  on  Interest.  Five  hundred  pounds 
would  enable  me  to  discharge  what  1  owe  in  Alexan- 
dria, &c.,  and  to  leave  the  State  (If  it  shall  not  be  in 
my  power  to  remain  at  home  in  retirement)  without 
doing  this,  would  bo  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  me 
Having  thus  fully  and  candidly  explained  myself, 
permit  me  to  ask  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  supply  me  M 
with  the  above  or  a  smaller  Sum.  Any  security  you  " 
may  best  like  I  can  give,  and  you  may  be  assured, 
that  it  is  no  more  my  inclination  than  it  can  be  yours, 
to  let  it  remain  long  unpaid.  Could  I  get  in  one 
fourth  part  of  what  is  due  to  me  on  Bonds,  or  sell 
any  of  the  Landed  property  which  I  am  inclined  to 
dispose  of.  I  could  do  it  with  ease  ;  but  independently 
of  these,  my  rents  and  Crops  would  soon  enable  me 
to  do  it.  provided  I  am  tolerably  successful  in  the 
latter,  and  have  common  justice  done  me  in  the 
former.     Your  answer  will  much  oblige  yours,  &c.' 


I 


TO   BENJAHTN    HARRISON. 

Mount  Vbinon.  9  Much.  17(9. 

My  dear  Sir, 

My  friendship  is  not  In  the  least  lessened  by  the 
difference,  which  has  taken  place  in  our  political  sen- 
timents, nor  is  my  regard  for  you  diminished  by  the 

'  The  iMtn  wu  iitcrctHd  by  one  hundred  poundtt,  lo  eiuble  Wuhington  to 
go  lo  New  York. 
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part  you  have  acted.  Men's  minds  are  as  variant 
as  their  faces,  and,  where  the  motives  to  their 
actions  are  pure,  the  operation  of  the  fonner  is  no 
more  to  be  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  than  the 
appearance  of  the  latter ;   for  both,  being  the  work 

■of  nature,  are  equally  unavoidable.  Liberality  and 
charity,  instead  of  clamor  and  misrepresentation 
(which  latter  only  serve  to  foment  the  passions 
without  enlightening  the  understanding),  ought  to 
govern  in  all  disputes  about  matters  of  importance. 

KWhether    the    former    have    appeared    in    some    of 

"the  leaders  of  opposition,  the  impartial  world  will 
decide. 

■  According  to  report,  your  individual  endeavors  to 
prevent  inflammatory  measures  from  being  adopted, 
redound  greatly  to  your  credit.  Tht;  reasons,  my 
dear  Sir,  why  I  have  not  written  to  you  for  a  long 
time  are  two  ;  first,  because  I  found  it  an  insupport- 
able task  to  answer  the  letters,  which  were  written  to 
me,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  that  attention  to 
my  private  concerns  which  they  required,  and  there 
being  lately  little  besides  politics  worthy  of  notice  ; 

■secondly,  because  I  did  not  incline  to  appear  as  a 
partisan  in  the  interesting  subject,  that  has  agitated 
the  public  mind  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to 
you.     For  it  was  my  sincere  wish,  that  the  consti- 

llution.  which  had  been  submitted  to  the  people, 
might,  after  a  fair  and  dispassionate  investigation, 
stand  or  fall  according  to  its  merits  or  demerits, 
Besides,  I  found  from  disagreeable  experience,  that 
almost   all    the  sentiments   extracted    from   me    in 
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answer  to  private  letters,  or  communicated  orally,  by 
some  means  or  another  found  their  way  into    the 
public  gazettes,  as   well  as  some  other  sentiments 
ascribed  to  me.  which  never  had  an  existence  in  mi 
imagination. 

In  touching  upon  the  more  delicate  part  of  youi 
letter,  (the  communication  of  which  fills  me  with  re^j 
concern,)  1  will  deal  by  you  with  all  that  frankness,! 
which  is  due  to  friendship,  and  which  I  wish  should 
be  a  characteristic  feature  in  my  conduct  through  life. 
1  will  therefore  declare  to  you,  that,  if  it  should  be 
my  inevitable  fate  to  administer  the  government,  (for     , 
Heaven  knows,  that  no  event  can  be  less  desired  ^ij^k 
me,  and  that   no  earthly  consideration  short  of  so^ 
general  a  call,  together  with  a  desire  to  reconcile 
contending  parties  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  could  again 
bring  mc  into  public  life,)  1  will  go  to  the  chair  under 
no  p re-engagement  of   any  kind  or  nature  whatso- 
ever.    But,  when    in    it,    1   will,   to  the  best  of  my^B 
judgment,  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with  that^ 
impartiality  and  zeal  for  the  public  good,  which  ought 
never  to  sufTer  connections  of  blood  or  friendship  to 
intermingle  so  as  to  have  the  least  sway  on  decisions 
of  a  public  nature.     I  may  err.  notwithstanding  my 
most  strenuous  efforts  to  execute  the  difficult  trust, 
with    fidelity  and  unexceptionably  ;    but    my  erroi 
shall    be  of    the   head,    not  of  the   heart.     For  all 
recommendations  for  appointments,  so  far  as  they 
may  depend  upon   or  come  from  me,  a  due  regard 
shall  be  had  to  the  fitness  of  characters,  the  preten- 
sions of  different  candidates,  and,  so  far  as  is  properJ 


"J 
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to  political  considerations.  These  shall  be  invariably 
my  governing  motives.' 

You  will  perceive,  then,  my  dear  Sir.  that  I  cannot 
with  propriety  say  any  thing  more  on  the  subject, 
than  that  several  applications  have  been  made  to  me 
for  the  0jffuf  immediaieiy  in  question  without  having 
received  any  answer.      \   wish  you  had  pursued  the 

licy,  which  the  gentleman  who  now  occupies  it  has 


'  To  ftnother  application  for  office  from  s  forei^er,  Sunucf  VAnghan. 
he  wrute  : 

'*  From  th«  mnTncnl  when  the  n«c«i.%iiy  hail  becdine  mnrc  ■p|iisrcnl,  *nd  •■ 
t(  w«re  inevitahle.  I  anijcipatcd,  wHh  a  heart  filled  with  distress,  the  ten 
ihoufiand  emltarrx^ikinenu.  jierplexittcs  and  troubles,  to  which  I  mutl  igiiiD 
be  expoKd  in  the  evening  of  a  life  altvady  neorl^r  rontumed  in  public  cans. 
Among  all  the^c  anxieties,  I  will  not  conceal  fiuni  you,  I  anticipated  noiw 
greater.  Ihan  ihoM  thai  vrere  like)}-  In  be  ptodnced  by  applications  for 
appointments  10  the  differeoi  oFFicn.  which  would  be  created  undei  the 
new  govcnimcnt.  Nor  will  I  concesl,  that  my  apprchcRiiioti!>  have  already 
been  but  too  welt  )u*tified.  Scarcely  a  day  panieK,  in  which  (tppltcatioi» 
of  one  kind  or  another  do  not  arrive  :  Insomuch  thai,  had  1  not  early  adopted 
some  gcitcnl  principlo,  I  should  bcfure  thi>  ume  hove  been  ^vliolly  occupied 
in  thli  busines.  As  it  iR.  I  hnvc  found  the  number  of  ansM-ers.  which  I  have 
been  aecetaitaicd  to  |pve  in  my  own  band,  an  almost  innipponable  burden 
lo  me. 

"  The  point*  in  which  all  these  answers  have  agreed  in  lalMtaiice  are,  that, 
thoald  It  be  cny  lot  (u  gu  again  into  public:  uflice,  I  wiiulJ  gn  without  being 
undei  any  pouible  cngiigentents  of  any  tiatiirc  wbnikocvcr ;  that,  so  far  as  1 
knew  my  own  heart.  [  would  not  be  in  the  rcmoiesl  degree  influenced,  in 
makioe  nominations,  by  motives  ariving  from  the  lic»  oF  family  or  blood  :  and 
thai,  on  the  other  hand,  three  things,  in  my  opinion,  oLight  principally  10  be 
rrymrded,  namely,  the  liliie^^  of  character^  to  lill  nfGces.  the  comparative  claims 
Xtoax  the  former  merits  and  sufleiin^  in  service  of  the  difTcrcitl  candidaleii, 
and  the  diitribuliun  of  appuiMlinu-nt.s  in  »  ccjual  a  propuiliuii  an  might  be  to 
persons  Iwtonging  to  the  diffcri^nl  Stuleit  in  tlic  Union.  Withnui  prrcauiioni 
of  this  hind,  I  clearly  fomaw  the  endless  jralonsies.  and  pojbibly  the  fatal 
eoosequeoces.  lu  which  a  governmeni.  depending  altogether  on  the  good  will 
of  the  people  for  its  cslablishmcni,  wi>uld  certainly  be  exposed  in  its  eartjr 
stages.  Besides,  I  thought,  wh.ticfer  the  effect  might  be  in  pleasing  or  dia- 
|)Icaking  any  individuals  ai  the  pre-ieni  moment,  a  due  concern  for  my  own 
reputation,  not  less  decisively  lhan  a  lUCTed  regard  to  the  interentH  uf  the  com- 


done,  of  obtaining  the  appointment  from  the  execu-^ 
tivc  of  this  State.     Although  that  gentleman  was  an 
officer,  yet  he  is  quite  unknown  to  me,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  speak  at  ail  upon  the  ground  of  comparative 
claims  of  personal  merits.     I   conceive,  however,  itA 
will  be  found  no  pleasant  thing,  possibly  ver>'  much" 
the  reverse,  to  displace  one  man  under  these  circum- 

■tiuniljr,  required,  thai  1  should  hold  mynetf  abxolulel;  at  libertjr  to  act,  winle 
in  office,  wfilh  a  sole  reference  to  juntice  and  ihc  public  good. 

"  The  limitR  of  x  letter  wouM  not  suffice  Id  deKribe  the  diflicaJifei,  which 
I  fc(u  might  occur  in  confening  impoitaal  o&icct  upon  persons,  bowrrtf 
Rieriloriom  ihey  may  naUy  be,  who  have  itBtdcd  but  *  little  time,  and  ut 
con.'teinently  hut  tilt]e  known,  in  America.  A  tingle  dUgvit,  esdted  in  * 
p&rticular  Simc,  on  this  acconut,  inight  pcrhjtps  ru&c  a  flame  of  oppodtioe, 
that  cuiil<l  acii  ca&ily,  if  ever,  be  cilinguijilicd.  For  the  fact,  I  xf^rebcnd, 
will  he  found  lo  lie,  that  Iheie  will  be  at  leait  a  hundred  cnmpctitorii  (or  errry 
office  of  any  kind  of  impotlancc.  Indeed,  ihc  number  of  otfices  will,  in  oitf 
economtcul  mauaceuient  of  the  aflain  uf  i)ie  lepubtic,  be  niHch  fewn.  a*  1 
ooncvivc.  and  the  prctcnbiont  of  ihoK  who  tnay  wish  to  occupy  them  niicfa 
more  forcible,  than  many  well  infanncd  men  ha\e  imagined.  At  all  ercnts. 
so  much  I  can  with  Inilh  declare,  that  Mvcral  ol  the  candidates,  who  hsvc 
already  come  lorward,  have  clainift  to  (he  public  atleotion  and  gratitude,  which 
canriol  be  %el  aMide  without  a  palpable  act  of  injtutice.  Some  of  Ibent  are 
men  o(  LinquetlionA(>lc  tAleni*.  who  have  wuied  Ihc  Howcr  of  ihcjr  lives  in 
the  civil  or  milliaiy  service ijf  their  ^.oiiniry  :  men,  who  have  niaterially  injured 
thdr  propertiei,  and  cxdndctl  ihcmselvci  from  obtaining  a  subEiftencc  fof 
thdr  families  by  the  professions  they  were  accustomed  to  pnr»ie.  There  arc 
some,  1  cn.iy  add.  whn  have  ihcd  their  blood,  and  deitcrved  all  that  a  gralcfol 
country  has  lo  bestow.  Not  are  they,  in  my  judgment,  incapable  of  reflectiog 
lustre  on  the  moat  dignified  atatioa^ 

"  I  have  no  conception  of  a  more  delicate  tuk.  than  thai  which  is  inpoaed 
by  tlie  constitution  on  the  executive.  It  is  the  nature  of  repubUcsru,  who  are 
nearly  in  u  :ttaie  of  equality,  tu  be  estremdy  lealuuk  a*  to  the  disposal  of  all 
honorary  or  lucrative  appointments,  rcrreclly  convinced  I  am,  thai,  if  injudi- 
cious or  unpopular  measures  should  be  taken  by  ihe  cxecntive  uiidci  the  new 
gorcmmcnl,  with  rcganl  to  appointmcnU.  the  goremmcnl  ilsrlf  would  be  in 
the  utroosi  danger  of  being  utlt-rly  subverted  by  those  meaiureii.  So  nec^ 
sary  is  it  at  lliin  crisii  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  people,  and  so  impoSBi* 
ble  is  it,  in  my  judgment,  to  build  the  edifice  of  public  happineu  bat  apOB 
their  affections.  Your  good  sense  and  native  candor  mutt  serve  mc  aa  an 
apology  for  being  thu^  explicit."-— March  3ist. 
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stances  of  actual  occupancy,  merely  to  make  room 
for  another,  however  considerable  his  abilities,  or 
unimpeached  his  Integrity  may  appear  to  the  public 
eye.' 

Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  evcrj'  good  wish  for 

rs.  Harrison  and  your  family. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO   GEORGE   STEPTOE    WASHINGTON. 
Mount  Vbrnon,  23  March,  1769. 

►ear  George, 
As  it  is  probable  I  shall  soon  be  under  the  neces- 
fsity  of  quitting  this  place,  and  entering  once  more 
into  the  bustle  of  publick  life,  in  conformity  to  the 
foice  of  my  Country  and  the  earnest  entreaties  of  my 
friends,  however  contrary  it  is  to  my  own  desires  or 
inclinations  ;  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  as  your 
Uncle  and  friend,  to  give  you  some  advisory  Itints, 
rhich  if  properly  attended  to.  will,  I  conceive,  be 
found  very  useful  to  you  in  regulating  your  conduct 
and  giving  you  respectability  not  only  at  present  but 
^through  ever)'  period  of  life.  You  have  now  arrived 
Hto  that  age  when  you  must  quit  the  trifling  amuse- 
Btnents  of  a  boy,  and  assume  the  more  dignified  man- 
Hners  of  a  man. 

H     At  this  crisis  your  conduct  will  attract  the  notice 
^of  chose  who  arc  about  you ;  and  as  the  iirst  impres- 

'  The  office  wnnlad  wu  that  of  naval  officer  of  the  DiMrict  of  Portfiiiouth 
9(1  Norfolk.    Col.  Parker  hud  Juki  resijjiicd  il,  10  take  I1U  &cat  in  Congress 
ftBd  lh«  Vii^ioia  Cuuncil  had  chosen  Capt.  Williair  Lindsay  lu  succeed  him. 
«4 
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sions  are  generally  the  most  lasting ;  your  doings  now 
may  mark  the  leading  traits  of  your  character  through 
life.  It  is  therefore,  absolutely  necessary,  if  you  mean 
to  make  any  figure  upon  the  stage,  chat  you  should 
take  the  first  steps  right.  What  these  steps  are  and 
what  general  line  is  to  be  pursued  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  an  honorable  and  happy  proj^ress.  is  the  part 
of  age  and  experience  to  point  out.  This  I  shall  do. 
as  far  as  in  my  power  with  the  utmost  chearfulness  ; 
and,  I  trust,  that  your  own  good  sense  will  shew  you 
the  necessity  of  following  it.  The  first  and  great 
object  with  you  at  present  is  to  acquire,  by  industrj* 
and  application,  such  knowledge  as  your  situation 
enables  you  to  obtain,  as  will  be  useful  to  you  in 
life.  In  doing  this  two  other  important  objects 
will  be  gained  besides  the  acquisition  of  knowledge 
—namely  a  habit  of  industrj*.  and  a  disrelish  of  that 
profusion  of  money  and  dissipation  of  time  which  are 
ever  attendant  upon  idleness.  I  do  not  mean  by  a 
close  application  to  your  studies  that  you  should 
never  enter  into  those  amusements  which  are  suited 
to  your  age  and  station.  They  may  be  made  to  go 
hand  in  hand  with  each  other,  and  used  in  their 
proper  seasons,  will  ever  be  found  to  be  a  mutual 
assistance  to  each  other.  But  what  amusements  are 
to  be  taken,  and  when,  is  the  great  matter  to  be 
attended  to — your  own  judgement,  with  the  advice 
of  your  real  friends  who  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
a  personal  intercourse  with  you  can  point  out  the 
particular  manner  in  which  you  may  best  spend  your 
moments  of  relaxation,  much  better  than   I  can  at  a 
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distance. — One  thing,  however,  I  would  strongly  im- 
press upon  you,  viz  :  that  when  you  have  leisure,  to 
go  into  company  ;  that  it  should  always  be  of  the 
best  kind  that  the  place  you  are  in  will  afford  ;  by  this 
means  you  will  be  constantly  improving  your  man- 
ners and  cultivating  your  mind  while  you  are  relaxing 
from  your  books ;  and  good  company  will  always  be 
found  much  less  expensive  than  bad.  You  cannot 
offer,  as  an  excuse  for  not  using  it,  that  you  cannot 
gain  admission  there,  or  that  you  have  not  a  proper 
attention  paid  you  In  it,  this  Is  an  apology  made  only, 
by  those  whose  manners  are  disgusting,  or  whose 
character  is  exceptionable  ;  neither  of  which,  I  hope 
will  ever  be  said  of  you.  I  cannot  enjoin  too  strongly 
upon  you  a  due  observance  of  economy  and  frugality: 
As  you  well  know  yourself,  the  present  state  of  your 
property  and  finances  will  not  admit  of  any  unneces- 
sary expense.  The  article  of  clothing  is  now  one  of 
the  chief  expenses,  you  will  incur ;  and  in  this,  1  fear, 
you  are  not  so  economical  as  you  should  be.  Decency 
and  cleanliness  will  always  be  the  first  object  in  the 
dress  of  a  judicious  and  sensible  man.  A  conformity 
to  the  prevailing  fashion  in  a  certain  degree  is  neces- 
sary— but  it  does  not  follow  from  thence  that  a  man 
should  always  get  a  new  coat,  or  other  clothes,  upon 
every  trifling  change  in  the  mode,  when,  perhaps  he 
has  two  or  three  very  good  ones  by  him.  A  person 
who  is  anxious  to  be  a  leader  of  the  fashion,  or  one  of 
the  first  to  follow  it,  will  certainly  appear  in  the  eyes 
of  judicious  men,  to  have  nothing  better  than  a  fre- 
quent cLhjange  of  dress  to  recommend  hi     to  notice. 


I  would  always  wish  you  to  appear  sufficiently  decent 
to  entitle  you  to  admission  into  any  company,  where 
youmay  be,— but  I  cannot  too  strongly  enjoin  it  upon 
you — and  your  own  knowledge  must  convince  you  of  ■ 
the  truth  of  it — that  you  should  be  as  little  expensive 
in  this  respect  as  you  properly  can — You  should 
always  keep  some  clothes  to  wear  to  church,  or  on 
particular  occasions,  which  should  not  be  worn  every 
day.  This  can  be  done  without  any  additional  ex- 
pense ;  for  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  get  new  clothes, 
those  which  have  been  kept  for  particular  occasions, 
will  then  come  in  as  every  day  ones,  unless  they 
should  be  of  a  superior  quality  to  the  new.  What  I 
have  said  with  respect  to  clothes  will  apply  perhaps 
more  pointedly  to  Lawrence  than  to  you, — and  as  you 
are  much  older  than  he  is,  and  more  capable  of  jud- 
ging of  the  propriety  of  what  1  have  here  observed,  you 
must  pay  attention  to  him.  in  this  respect,  and  see  that 
he  does  not  wear  his  clothes  improperly  or  extrava- 
gantly. Much  more  might  be  said  to  you,  asa  young 
man,  upon  the  necessity  of  paying  due  attention  to 
the  moral  virtues, — but  this  may,  perhaps,  more  prop- 
erly be  the  subject  of  a  future  letter  when  you  are 
about  to  enter  into  the  world.  If  you  comply  with 
the  advice  herein  given,  to  pay  a  diligent  attention  to 
your  studies,  and  employ  your  time  of  relaxation  in 
propercompany,  you  will  find  but  few  opportunities  and 
little  inclination,  while  you  continue  at  an  Acadimy,  to 
enter  into  those  scenes  of  vice  and  dissipation  which 
too  often  present  themselves  to  youth  in  every  place, 
and  particularly  in  towns,     If  you  are  determined  to 
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neglect  your  books,  and  plunge  Intoextravaganceand 
dissipation  nothing  that  I  can  now  say  would  prevent 
it. — for  you  must  be  employed,  and  if  it  is  not  in 
pursuit  of  those  things  profitable,  it  must  be  in  pur- 
suit of  those  which  are .  As  your  time  of  con- 
tinuing with  Mr.  Hanson  expires  the  last  of  this 
month  and  I  understand  that  Doctor  Craik  has 
expressed  an  inclination  to  take  you  and  Lawrence  to 
board  with  him,  [  shall  know  his  determination  re- 
specting the  matter, — and  if  it  is  agreeable  to  him 
and  Mrs.  Craik  to  take  yoii  I  shall  be  pleased  with 
it ;  for  I  am  certain  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on 
their  part  to  make  your  situation  agreeable  and  use- 
ful to  you.  Should  you  live  with  the  Doctor,  I  shall 
request  him  to  take  you  both  under  his  peculiar  care 
— provide  such  clothes  for  you  from  time  to  time,  as 
he  shall  judge  necessary', — and  do  by  you  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  would  if  you  were  his  own  children  : 
which  if  he  will  undertake,  I  am  sensible,  from  knowl- 
edge which  I  have  of  him,  and  the  very  amiable 
character  and  disposition  of  Mrs.  Craik.  that  they  will 
spare  no  proper  exertions  to  make  your  situation 
pleasing  and  profitable  to  you.  Should  you  or  Lawrence 
therefore  behave  in  such  a  manner  as  to  occasion  any 
complaint  being  made  to  me,  you  may  depend  upon 
losing  that  place  which  you  ngw  have  in  my  affec- 
tions, and  any  future  hope  you  may  have  from  me. 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  your  conduct  is  such  as  to 
merit  my  regard  you  may  always  depend  upon  the 
warmest  attachment  and  sincere  regard  of 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  Uncle. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON,    IN    CONGRESS. 


MWHT  Vbrnon,  30  March,  17B9. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  19th, 
by  which  it  appears  that  a  quorum  of  Cong^ss  was 
hardly  to  be  expected  before  the  beginning  of  the  next 
week.  As  this  delay  must  be  vcr>'  irksome  to  the 
attending  members,  and  every  day's  continuance  of 
it,  before  the  government  is  in  operation,  will  be  more 
sensibly  felt.  I  am  resolved,  that  none  shall  proceed 
from  me  that  can  well  be  avoided,  after  notice  of  the 
election  is  announced,  and  therefore  I  take  the  liberty 
of  requesting  the  favor  of  you  to  engage  lodgings  for 
me  previous  to  my  arrival. 

Mr.  Lear,  who  has  lived  with  me  three  years  as  a 
private  secretary,  will  accompany  or  precede  me  in  the 
stage  ;  and  Colonel  Humphreys  I  presume  will  be  of 
my  party.  On  the  subject  of  lodgings,  I  will  frankly 
declare  to  you,  that  I  mean  to  go  into  none  but  hired 
ones.  If  these  cannot  be  had  tolerably  convenient 
(for  I  shall  not  be  nice  about  them),  I  would  take 
rooms  in  the  most  decent  tavern,  till  a  house  can  be 
provided  for  the  more  permanent  reception  of  the 
President.  I  have  already  declined  a  very  polite 
and  pressing  invitation  from  the  Governor  to  lodge 
at  his  house,  till  a  pjace  could  be  prepared  for  me; 
after  which,  should  any  other  offer  of  a  similar  nature 
be  made,  there  could  be  no  propriety  in  my  acceptance 
of  it.  As  you  arc  fully  acquainted  with  my  senti- 
ments on  this  head,  I  shall  only  add,  that,  as  1  mean 
to  avoid  private  families  on  the  one  hand,  so  on  the 
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other  I  am  not  anxious  to  be  placed  early  in  a  situa- 
tion for  entertaining ;  for  which  reason  private  lod- 
gings, till  I  can  feel  the  way  a  little,  would  not  only  be 
more  agreeable  to  my  own  wishes,  but  p6ssibly  more 
consistent  with  sound  policy.' 

As  it  is  my  intention  to  conform  to  the  public  de- 
sire and  expectation  with  respect  to  the  style  proper 
for  the  President  to  live  in,  it  may  be  well  to  know 
what  these  are  before  he  enters  upon  it  After  all» 
something  may  perhaps  have  been  decided  upon  be- 
fore this  will  reach  you,  that  may  make  the  request 
nugatory.  If  otherwise,  I  will  only  in  one  word  say, 
that  my  wish  is  to  be  placed  in  an  independent  situa- 
tion for  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard, 


TO  THOMAS  GREEN. 

Thomas  Green,  mount  verp«)n.  31  Mkrch.  1789. 

I  am  about  to  leave  my  home  whether  for  a  length 
of  time  is  more  than  I  can  tell  at  present. — But  be 
this  as  it  may  I  expect  the  agreement  to  which  we 

'  Both  Governor Clinlon  and  John  Jay  invited  Wsshinglon  to  slay  willi  them 
on  his  arrival  in  New  York.     To  Clinton  he  replied,  3j  MttTch,  17S9  : 

"  I  tbaU  make  it  *  point  to  lake  hireil  IndgiiigKnrroomi'ina  tavern  until  Knine 
bouse  can  be  provided.  Because  it  woutil  lie  wroni;,  in  my  real  iudsmenl,  Co 
Impose  such  a  burden  on  any  private  family,  at  must  unavuidably  be  occuioned 
by  my  company  ;  and  betanst  I  think  it  would  be  gencially  expected,  that,  hcin[^ 
supported  by  the  public  at  large.  I  xlioiiNI  not  be  burdensome  lo  individnalh. 
With  reaped  to  the  other  portof  youilcLler,  which  is  CDpncMive  of  a  wish  to  be 
appriicd  of  the  lime  of  my  ajtpioach  lo  the  city,  I  can  auure  you,  with  the 
nimou  sincerity,  (hat  no  reception  can  be  ko  congtnial  to  my  feeUn|^  aa  a 
quiet  entry  devoid  of  ceremony,  be  the  manner  of  it  what  it  may." 

*  "  A  Rough  and  incoriecc  Drtiught  ot  a  lettei." — A'ou  ty  iVtuhinsUn. 


have  subscribed,  will  be  as  strictly  complied  with  on 
your  part  as  it  shall  ht:  punctually  fulfilled  on  mine.  To 
enable  you  to  do  this,  you  would  do  well  to  keep  two 
things  always  in  remembrance — First  that  all  Bar- 
gains are  intended,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  and  are 
equally  binding  on  both  the  Parties,  and  are  either 
binding  in  all  their  parts  or  are  of  no  use  at  all — K 
then  a  man  receives  for  his  labor,  and  he  with  holds 
that  labor,  or  if  he  trifles  away  that  time  for  which  he 
is  paid,  it  is  n  robbery — and  a  robber)'  of  the  worst 
kind,  because  it  is  not  only  a  fraud  but  a  dishonorable, 
unm;mly  and  a  deceitful  fraud  ; — but  it  is  unnecessary 
10  dwell  on  this  because  there  is  no  Man  so  ignorant 
of  the  common  obligations  of  Justice,  as  not  Co  know 
it — altho'  there  are  hundreds  who  do  not  scruple  to 
practice  it,  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  think 
hard,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  were  to  be  deprived 
of  their  money.  The  other  matter  which  I  advise 
you  to  keep  always  in  remembrance  is  the  good  name, 
which  common  policy  as  well  as  common  honesty, 
makes  it  necessary  for  every  workman  who  wishes  to 
pass  thro"  life  with  reputation  and  to  secure  employ- 
ment. Having  said  thus  much  byway  of  exhorta- 
tion I  shall  inform  you  in  the  most  serious  and 
positive  terms  that  1  have  left  strict  orders  with  the 
Major  my  nephew,  who  is  vested  with  full  powers  to 
transact  all  my  business,  that  if  he  should  find  you 
unfaithful  to  your  engagements,  either  from  the  love 
of  liquor,  from  a  disposition  to  be  running  about,  or 
from  proneness  to  idle  when  at  your  work — -to  discard 
you  immediately,  and  to  remove  your  family  from 
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their  present  abode.  The  sure  means  to  avoid  this 
evil  is — first  to  refrain  from  drink  which  is  the  source 
of  all  evil — and  the  ruin  of  half  the  workmen  in  this 

[Country — and  next  to  avoid  bad  compimy,  which  is 
he  bane  of  good  morals,  economy  and  industry. 
You  have  every  inducement  to  do  this — Reputation 
— the  care  and  support  of  a  growing  family — and 
society  which  this  family  affords  within  your  own 
doors,  which  may  not  be  the  case  with  some  of  the 
idle  (to  say  nothing  worse  of  them)  characters  who 
may  lead  you  into  temptation.  Were  you  to  look 
back,  and  had  the  means,  either  from  recollection,  or 
accounts,  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  the  liquor  you  have 
expended  it  would  astonish  you — In  the  manner  this 
expence  is  generally  incurred,  that  is  by  getting  a 
little  now — a  little  then,  the  impropriety  of  it  is  not 
seen,  in  as  much  as  it  passes  away  without  much 
thought.  But  view  it  in  the  aggregate  you  will  be 
convinced  at  once,  whether  any  man  who  depends 
upon  the  labor  of  his  hands,  not  only  for  his  own 
support,  but  that  of  an  encreasing  family,  can  afford 
such  a  proportion  of  his  wages  to  that  article.  But 
the  expence  is  not  the  worst  consequence  that  attends 
It,  for  it  naturally  leads  a  man  into  the  company  of 
those  who  encourage  dissipation  and  idleness,  by 
which  he  is  led  by  degrees  to  the  perpetration  of 
acts  which  may  terminate  in  his  Ruin.  But  suppos- 
ing this  not  to  happen,  a  disordered  frame,  and  a 
body  debilitated,  renders  him  unfit  (even  if  his  mind 
was  disposed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  station 
with  honor  to  himself  or  fidelity  to  his  employer) 
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from  the  execution  of  it.  An  aching  head  and  trem- 
bling limbs,  which  are  the  inevitable  effects  of  drink- 
ing, disincline  the  hands  from  work ;  hence  begins 
sloth  and  that  Listlessness,  which  end  in  idleness. 
but  which  are  no  reasons  for  withholding  that  labor 
for  which  money  is  paid.  ^k 

1  have  no  other  inducement  for  giving  you  this  ™ 
advice  (in  this  my  hour  of  hurry)  but  your  own  good ; 
for  the  wages  and  prcvileges  which  you  have  I  well  f 
know  would  obtain  for  me  the  best  workmen  in  this 
countr)',  without  the  charges  of  such  a  family  as 
yours  ;  but  as  it  has  been  a  custom  with  me  through 
life  to  give  a  preference  to  those  who  have  long  lived 
with  me.  and  my  wish  to  see  them  do  well,  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  of  writing  you  this  letter.  If  you 
have  gratitude,  or  a  mind  capable  of  reflection,  it  will 
make  such  an  impression  on  it  as  may  be  serviceable 
to  you  thro  life  ;  if  not,  I  have  my  labor  for  my  pains. 

Whilst  the  negro  carpenters  work  at  the  same  spot 
where  you  are,  they  will  be  subject  to  your  inspection 
and  orders— and  at  other  times  if  it  should  be  found 
necessary  to  put  them  under  yr.  care  it  will  be  ex-  ^ 
pected  that  you  sec  that  they  do  their  duty.    1  am,  &c.'  ^ 

'  Th«  pBlimce  of  Wuhingtoii  was  loreljr  tried  by  Green,  aod  rabsrqvenll; 
an  annual  conlraci  upptars  to  have  been  made  between  then.  7*he  lau  con- 
tract  wn%  made  l  October,  i;<33.  by  which  <ireen  and  hi^  (uur  negro  ^arficMten 
were  10  receive  {,\(i  a  month  and  i:eTtain  Artklct  of  food,  and  Creec  eitj[a(c<l 
never  to  be  away  while  liii  people  were  nl  work,  and  \i*  in  health,  or  be  »b. 
Hni  without  peimiiirtoTi.  "  Aiitt  wheieoit  rl  ton  often  happetix  that  men|re{;anl> 
lea*  of  their  co^ageinents  and  of  courte  ihdr  reputation)  when  workinjc  on 
standing  wagc%,  are  apt  to  be  Idle,  carelesi  and  indiflerent  to  ihc  interest  cl 
their  employers,  thereby  setting  the  reverse  of  good  examples,  it  it  bcnliT 
clearly  underMood  and  expresMy  agreed  id  by  the  said  Thoma§  GreeD.  that  he 
will  be  at  hit  biuincss  as  noon  x%  It  i^  light,  and  remain  thereat  nntil  darii. 
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TO    HENRV    KNOX. 


MOltffT  VUtHON,  I  April,  1789. 

'Dear  Sir, 

The  mail  of  the  30th  brought  me  your  favor  of  the 
23d,  by  which,  and  the  regular  information  you  have 
had  the  goodness  to  transmit  to  me  of  the  state  of 
things  in  New  York,  I  am  very  much  obhged,  and 
thank  you  accordinglj. 

}  I  feel  for  those  members  of  the  new  Congress,  who 
hitherto  have  given  an  unavailing  attendance  at  the 
theatre  of  action.  For  myself  the  delay  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  reprieve  ;  for  in  confidence  I  tell  you,  (with 
the  world  it  would  obtain  little  credit,)  that  my  move- 
ments to  the  chair  of  government  will  be  accompanied 
by  feelings  not  unlike  those  of  a  culprit,  who  is  going 
to  the  place  of  his  execution  ;  so  unwilling  am  1,  in 
'the  evening  of  a  life  nearly  consumed  in  public  cares, 
to  quit  a  peaceful  abode  for  an  ocean  of  difficulties, 
without  that  competency  of  political  skill,  abilities,  and 
inclination,  which  are  necessary  to  manage  the  helm. 
I  am  sensible  that  I  am  embarking  the  voice  of  the 

when  be  is  in  beoJch :  and  wh«  not  employed  in  laying  out,  or  marlting  ofl 
woric  for  otberf,  that  he  wilt  labor  as  faithfully,  and  a<i  effccluilly  as  any  band 
under  him  ;  nx  well  fur  Ihc  purpoie  of  EulfiUing  lbi!>  agreement  ma.  iva  ihe  good 
example  he  would  tct  by  «o  doing  to  lliw;  who  are  under  his  care,  nnd  who  are 
not  so  ignorant  (knowing  ibi«  i»  required  of  htni)  a^  not  10  lelax  as  he  lelaxn, 
aad  be  idle  in  proporliun  as  he  is  idle ;  becatue  all  uf  them  have  discernment 
enough  to  know  that  no  man  can,  with  propriety,  or  a  good  conscience,  correct 
others  for  a  fault  he  U  guilty  of  himself :  the  conse<iuence  of  which  is  Ihat  in- 
dolence and  sloth  take  poB«euion  of  the  wrholc." — Agrtrmrttt.  In  Kebniaiy, 
'794.  Wokhtngton  wrote  to  Pcarcc,  bis  overseer,  thai  he  had  become  connnccd 
of  Greeri'o  unfitncHK  to  look  after  hi»  carpenlen,  thnt  untj'  the  hclpleu  condition 
of  ihe  family  had  prerttiled  lo  retain  him  «o  long,  and  thai  a  change  must 
be  misde.     Green,  In  September,  left  of  hU  own  accord. 
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people,  and  a  good  name  of  my  own,  on  this  voyage; 
but  what  returns  will  be  made  for  them,  Heaven  alone 
can  foretell.  Integrity  and  firmness  are  all  I  cai^ 
promise.  These,  be  the  voyage  long  or  short,  sh^| 
never  forsake  me.  although  I  may  be  deserted  by  all 
men  ;  for  of  the  consolations,  which  are  to  be  derived 
from  these,  under  any  circumstances,  the  world  can- 
not deprive  me.     I  am  &c.' 


TO  JOHN    LANGDOK 


A 


S(H  MOUKT  VbssoN.  14  April.  1789. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  official  communi- 
cation, by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Secretary  Thomson,  about 
one  o'clock  this  day.  Having  concluded  to  obey  the 
important  and  flattering  call  of  my  country,  and  hav- 
ing been  impressed  with  an  idea  of  the  expediency 
of  my  being  with  Congress  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible,  I  propose  to  commence  my  journey  0I^| 
Thursday  morning,  which  will  be  the  day  after  to- 
morrow. I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  sentiments 
esteem.  Sir,  &c,^ 


'  The  diy  appointed  (or  (he  asMinbliiif  of  Congress  was  the  4lh  of  M 
buc  M  tardily  did  the  memlMn  come  together,  thai  a  quorum  of  both  lloa 
wax  not  fonncH  until  the  f>th  ol  April.  "  The  ilnpnTor  littlruncu.  with  irhicb 
our  pulilic  Ricatufc*  Main  to  be  pcrvailcd,  is  to  me  a  Diatici  u(  deep  regret.  In- 
AeeA  it  hai»uklratigcaiiap[>«anince,  (hat  I  cannot  but  uoiider  bow  men,  who  are 
anxiaus  to  get  into  oRicc  01  vrhn  are  ever  prevnilrd  upon  lo  accept  it,  csi)  ttci>n- 
cilc  Mich  conduci  with  their  seo»e  of  propriety.  The  delay  Ik  inaiuptcKxi>  to 
uy  the  lea^t  oC  ii,  and  the  world  muKl  condemn  it." —  Waihington  Ic  A'l 
10  April,  1789. 

'  On  the  6lh  of  April,  when  the  electoral  vaie«  were  of>cned,  it  Kppcond 
Wathinglon  was  unantinoofly  choficn  Pmidcnl  of  the  United  Stales.     Vn 
maikcd  filneM,  Charlea  Thornton  woa  appointed  to  no4ily  Wuhii^on  of  the 
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ELI.OW-ClTIZCNS   OF    THE   SENATE 

AND  House  or  Rkpresentatives, 

Among  the  vicissitudes  incident  to  life,  no  event  could  have 
Riled  me  with  greater  anxieties,  than  that  of  which  the  notifica- 
tion was  transmitted  by  your  order,  and  received  on  the  14th  day 

the  present  Tnonlh.  On  the  one  hand,  I  was  summoned  by  my 
counCfy,  whose  voice  I  can  never  hear  but  with  veneration  and 
love,  from  a  retreat  which  I  had  chosen  with  the  fondest  predi- 
lection, and,  in  my  flattering  hopes,  with  an  immutable  decision, 
as  the  asylum  of  my  declining  years  ;  a  retreat  which  was  rendered 
every  day  more  necessary  as  well  as  more  dear  to  me,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  habit  to  inclination,  and  of  frequent  intcrniptiona  in  my 
health  to  the  gradual  waste  committed  on  it  by  time.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  ih  t  tniat.  to  which  the  voice  of 
my  countr)-  called  me,  being  sufficient  to  awaken  in  the  wisest 
and  most  experienced  of  her  citizens  a  disinistful  scrutiny  into 
bis  qualillcations,  could  not  but  overwhelm  with  despondence 
one,  who,  inheriting  inferior  endowmenLs  from  nature,  and 
unpractised  in  the  duties  of  civil  administration,  ought  to  be  pe- 
culiarly  conscious  ol  his  own  deficiencies.  In  this  conllict  of 
emotions,  all  I  dare  aver  is,  that  it  has  been  my  faithful  study  to 
collect  my  duly  from  a  just  appreciation  of  every  circumstance 
by  which  it  might  be  affected.  All  I  dare  ho]>e  is,  that,  if  in 
executing  this  task,  I  have  been  too  much  swayed  by  a  grateful 
remembrance  of  former  instances,  or  by  an  alTeccionate  sensibility 

noKh.  On  April  14th  be  reached  Mount  Vernon  and  in  «  few  words  per- 
fonne<l  The  ohjcct  of  his  misiion.     In  reply  the  PrcMdenE-elcct  mM  : 

•■  1  have  been  acctntonnei)  to  |»y  «o  miich  reaped  to  the  npinif^n  of  my  fel- 
low ciiit«u!>,  tliAt  (Ik  kijowlcil);L-  of  their  having  given  their  uitaniniouti  suflragea 
in  tnyfavot  tcorceljr  leaver  mc  the  xLternative  (or  an  option.  I  omnoE,  1  believe, 
|[ive  a  Kreatcr  evidence  of  my  seniibility  to  the  honor,  which  (hey  have  done 
mc,  than  by  accepting  the  appotntment. 

"  I  am  so  much  aScctcil  by  th»  fruab  provf  of  my  couolry'i  esteem  and  con- 
fidence, that  silence  can  best  explain  my  ^r^tiiude.  While  J  realise  the  ardn> 
out  nature  of  (he  talk,  which  it  imposed  upon  me,  and  feel  my  ovn  inability  to 
perlorm  it,  1  wish  that  there  may  not  be  reason  for  regretting  the  choice;  for, 
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to  (his  transcendent  proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizen! : 
and  have  tKcnce  loo  Ittllc  consulted  my  incapacity  as  veil  as_ 
disinclination  for  the  weighty  and  untried  cares  before  me; 


inJeed,  all  I  can  proRiiM  b  only  to  accomplish  ttui,  whidi  can  Iw  doaa  byas 

hgnesl  leaJ." 

KecogiUEtae  the  Impoitaocc  of  beioc  in  New  Voik  at  an  early  (Ur.  thai 
there  might  be  no  deln)'  in  organizing  ibe  new  caecatiTC,  be  set  out  froa  Moont 
Vrrnon  on  April  t6th.  recording  in  hii  tiiary  :  "  AlMUt  ten  o'clock,  I  bkde 
■ilicu  to  Mount  Vernon,  to  priralc  life,  and  to  domestic  felicity  ;  and,  wilk  ■ 
mind  opprcxici!  with  mnrc  anxiom  and  painfnl  tenuilioni  lluin  I  have  worilstp 
exprcu,  sel  oul  for  New  York  in  company  with  Mr.  Thomsoo  and  Cotooel 
Haniphreyt,  with  the  t>e3t  di»putiiioii  to  render  «ervice  lo  ny  country  in  obedi- 
ence to  its  call,  but  with  lets  hope  of  answering  its  ex|>evutioas."  Theina- 
denu  attending  his  journey  to  the  scat  o(  governmeut  and  hit  ioaepuatioa  in 
so  folly  described  in  the  volnme  commemorative  of  the  celebration  ta  1&B9,  as  to 
make  even  a  summary  aoncccsury.  On  thejothof  Apnl  the  oath  of  office  «w 
adminivtcrcd  by  the  Chancellor  of  New  York,  and  an  address  delivered  lo  both 
l1oiLsc«  of  CongrcKt.  Three  conlrmporary  records  may  be  qaoted.  The  (oJ> 
towing  account  is  from  a  manuscript  Diary  kept  by  Mr.  Lear,  who  was  at  ikii 
time  the  President's  secretary  : 

'•  April  yith. — The  morning  was  enplcyed  in  maLint:  such  amognneiiis  at 
were  neceuary  for  the  ceremonies  of  the  day.  At  nine  o'clock  all  the  cbkrcbes 
in  the  city  were  opened.  And  proycrs  ofiTcred  up  to  the  Great  Koter  of  tbe  vai- 
ver«  for  the  pre^tervation  of  the  President.  Ai  Iwdve  the  troops  of  the  dlj 
paradeil  before  our  door,  and,  soon  after,  the  comiaitlecs  of  Congress  and  bewh 
of  depanments  c-ame  in  their  carriages  to  wait  upon  the  I'resideni  lo  the  F«d«>l 
Kail.  At  half  p3»i  twelve  the  pioceidioo  moved  forward,  the  tJDO|n  maRfcing 
in  front  with  all  the  en>jigns  of  military  parade.  Next  came  the  oommitlMtaad 
hends  of  depaTlmcnls  in  their  carnages.  Next  the  rrtsidcnt  in  the  slaie  coach. 
And  Colonel  Iluinphrey%  anil  myMlf  in  the  freHtdeni's  own  c^rria^c.  Tbc 
forngn  ministers  and  a  long  train  of  ciliiens  brought  up  the  rear. 

"About  two  hundred  yards  licforc  we  reached  the  hall,  we  descended  froia 
our  carriages,  and  passed  through  the  iroops,  who  were  drawn  up  on  each  tide. 
Into  the  Hall  and  Senate-cbainbet,  where  we  found  the  Vice^I'tcstdeai,  the 
Senate,  and  House  of  Representalires  asKmbled.  They  received  the  PreUdest 
in  ibe  most  rcsjieclful  manner,  and  the  Vicc-Prc^dent  conducted  htm  to  a  q>*- 
cious  and  elevated  sett  at  the  head  of  the  room.  A  solcnui  silence  prevailed. 
The  Vice'I*rc!itdent  toon  arose  and  informed  ihc  President,  thai  all  things  were 
prepared  to  administer  the  oath  whenever  he  should  tee  fit  to  proceed  lo  the 
balcony  and  receive  it.  He  iuiincdiately  descended  from  bii  sc«i,  and  sd. 
vanced  through  the  middle  door  of  the  Uall  lo  ibe  balcony.  The  others  passed 
through  ihe  door^  on  each  hide.  The  oa^h  was  administered  in  puhUcky 
Chancellor  Lirlogsion :  and,  the  moment  the chancellur  proclaimed  him 


error  will  be  palliated  by  the  motives  which  misled  me,  and  its 
consequences  be  judged  by  ray  countrj'  with  some  share  of  the 
partiality  in  which  they  originated. 

deal  of  Ibe  Uniced  St*te>,  the  air  wu  rent  by  repulcd  shonts  and  huuu, — 
'  Gvd Utts  ottr  IVajktKgtoit  t  /.m*^  livi  cur  kthved  Prrsidentt'  We  again 
returncti  into  thr  Hall,  wticrv,  being  ^catrcl  as  before  for  a  icw  nioDnenis,  tlic 
PresideDt  artMc  and  adrltcHtetl  llie  two  branchM  of  C'ongrcw  in  »  speech,  whjgb 
wu  hard  with  eager  and  market)  aiicniion. 

"  Afur  the  Prcsidciu  hftd  finifbed  liUspcech,  we  proceeded  from  the  Senate- 
chamber,  on  fool  1(1  Si.  I'aul'H  church,  in  ihe  »(iine  oidcr  that  we  had  observed 
in  our  carriages.  »'liere  the  bishop  read  prayers  suited  to  Ihe  occasion.  Wc 
were  then  met  at  Ihe  church  dour  by  our  carriages,  and  wc  went  home. 

*'  In  the  evening  there  wa»  a  ditplay  of  mml  heautiful  tirc-wctrk»  ajid  lians- 
parent  p>ainlint[<  at  ihe  Uiltcry.  The  rTeMclcnl,  Colaoel  Hunipbrejrt,  and 
iay«eU  went  in  the  beginning  o{  the  evening  in  the  carriages  to  Chancellor 
LiviDcston's  and  General  Knax'ii,  whcic  we  had  a  full  view  of  the  lire-woilc&. 
We  returned  hnme  at  ten  un  foot,  the  ihrong  of  people  being  so  great  a*  not  to 
permit  a  carriage  to  pass  through  it." 

Fiiiher  Aaic»  noted  :  "  I  wai  |])e_'.cnl  in  the  pew  with  the  Prerident,  and 
moat  Bsmre  you  that,  after  making  all  dc<luc*Liiin%  for  the  delunon  of  one't  fancy 
in  regard  to  characlcn,  1  tilill  think  n(  him  with  niorr  veneration  ihau  for  any 
Other  petson.  Time  ha«  made  havoc  upun  hi »  face.  Thai,  and  many  other 
cimnutaoce;  not  to  be  reasoned  a1>out.  conspire  to  keep  np  the  awe  which  t 
brought  with  me.  He  addressed  the  two  Houses  In  the  Senate-chamber ;  it 
was  a  very  touching  scene,  and  quite  of  a  solemn  kind,  lliii  a&jKct  grave, 
■Imoai  to  kadncsi;  hi>  modctly.  ai:lually  shaking  ;  his  voice  deep,  a  little 
Irenmlout,  .-ind  so  low  a*  to  call  fur  cl<»e  altenlian  \  added  to  the  ieriett  of 
objecu  presented  to  the  mind,  and  overwhelming  it,  produced  emotions  of  the 
OHMt  sKcciine  kinil  upon  the  inemberv," 

Senator  McClsy  gave  another  account :  "  This  great  man  was  agitated 
and  embarrassed  more  than  he  was  by  the  levelled  cannon  or  pointed  mii^eL 
He  trembled,  and  ocveral  times  could  scarce  make  out  to  read,  ihougb  it  must 
be  auppOAcd  he  had  often  read  it  before,  lie  put  part  of  The  tii^erM  of  hia 
left  band  into  tlic  side  uF  what  I  think  the  tailors  caH  the  fall  of  the  br<cclies, 
changing  the  paper  into  hi«  left  (right  ?j  hand.  After  some  time,  be  then  did 
the  Hune  thing  with  some  of  the  fjngcrs  of  his  right  hand.  When  he  came  to 
the  words  'oil  the  world.'  he  made  a  flourisU  with  hit  right  hand,  which  left 
rather  an  ungainly  impression.  I.  for  my  part,  wished  all  set  ceremony  in  Ihe 
hands  of  the  dancing  mauers.  and  that  this  fint  of  men  had  read  off  his 
address  In  the  plainesl  manner  without  ever  taking  liis  eyes  fiom  the  paper, 
(or  I  fell  hurt  that  he  was  not  firsl  iu  every  thing.  He  was  dreseed  in  deep 
brown,  with  metal  bnllons,  with  an  eagle  on  them,  while  stockings,  a  bog, 
•ad  sword." 
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Such  being  the  impressions  under  which  T  have,  in  obedi 
to  the  public  summons,  repaired  lo  the  present  station,  it  frooli 
be  peculiarly  improper  to  omit,  in  this  first  official  act.  my  fervent 
supplications  to  that  Almighty  Being,  who  rules  over  the  universe, 
who  presides  in  the  councils  of  nations,  and  whose  providential 
aids  can  supply  every  human  defect,  that  his  benediction  nta< 
consecrate  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  the  Unit 
States  a  go%'ernment  instituted  by  themselves  for  these  essentiaT' 
puriKTses,  and  may  enable  every  instrument  employed  in  its  ad- 
ministration to  execute  with  success  ihe  functions  allotted  to  his 
charge,  in  tendering  this  homage  to  the  great  Author  of  every 
public  and  private  good,  I  assure  myself  that  it  expresses  your 
sentiments  not  less  than  my  own  ;  nor  those  of  my  fellow-citiirns 
at  large,  less  than  ciihcr^No  people  can  be  bound  to  acknoirl- 
edge  and  adore  the  invisible  hand,  which  conducts  the  affairs  of 
men,  more  than  the  people  of  the  United  Slates.  Every  step,  by 
which  they  have  advanced  to  the  character  of  an  independent 
nation,  seems  to  have  been  distinguished  by  some  token  of  provi- 
dential agency.  And.  in  the  important  revolution  just  accom* 
plished  in  the  system  of  their  united  government,  the  tranquil 
deliberations  and  vuhmtary  consent  of  so  many  distinct  commu- 
nities, frotn  which  the  event  has  resulted,  cannot  be  compared 
with  the  means  by  which  most  governments  have  been  established, 
without  some  return  of  pious  gratitude  along  with  an  humble  m- 
licipation  of  the  future  blesiings  which  the  past  seem  to  presage. 
These  reflections,  arising  out  of  the  present  crisis,  have  forced 
themselves  too  strongly  on  my  mind  to  be  suppressed.  You  will 
join  with  me,  I  trust,  in  thinking  that  there  arc  none,  under  the 
influence  of  which  the  proceedings  of  a  new  and  free  govemmeot 
can  more  auspiciously  commence. 

Q  V-^y  ^'^'^  article  establishing  the  executive  department,  it  is  mode 
the  duty  of  the  President  "  to  recommend  to  your  consideration 
such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient."  The 
circumstances,  under  which  I  now  meet  you,  will  acquit  me 
from  entering  into  that  subject  farther  than  to  refer  you  to  the 
great  constitutional  charter  under  which  we  are  assembled ;  and 
which,  in  defining  your  powers,  designates  the  objects  to  which 
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your  attention  is  to  be  given.  It  wi]l  be  more  coasistent  with 
those  circumstances,  and  far  more  congenial  with  the  feelings 
which  actuate  me,  to  substitute,  in  place  of  a  recommendation 
of  particular  measures,  ihe  tribute  that  is  due  to  the  talents, 
the  rectitude,  and  the  patriotism,  which  adorn  the  charac- 
ters selected  to  devise  and  adopt  thenAALIn  these  honora- 
ble qualifications  t  behold  the  surest  pledges,  that  as,  on  one  side, 
no  local  prejudices  or  altachments,  no  separate  views  or  parly 
animosities,  will  misdirect  the  comprehensive  and  equal  eye, 
which  ought  to  watch  over  this  great  assemblage  uf  coramunilies 
and  interests  ;  so,  on  another,  that  the  foundations  of  our  national 
policy  will  be  laid  in  Ihe  pure  and  immutable  principles  of  private 
morality,  and  the  pre-eminence  of  a  free  government  be  exem- 
plified by  all  the  altribiilcs.  which  can  win  the  affections  of  its 
citizens,  and  command  the  respect  of  the  world. 

I  dwell  on  this  prospect  with  every  satisfaction,  which  an  ardent 
love  for  my  country  can  inspire ;  since  there  is  no  truth  more 
thoroughly  established,  than  that  there  exists  in  the  economy  and 
course  of  nature  an  indissoluble  union  between  virtue  and  happi- 
ness, between  duty  and  advantage,  between  the  genuine  maxims 
of  an  honest  and  ma^animous  policy,  and  the  solid  rewards  of 
public  prosperity  and  fclicityA  since  we  ought  to  be  no  less  per- 
suaded thai  the  propitious  smiles  of  Heaven  can  never  be  ex- 
pected on  a  nation  that  disregards  the  eternal  rules  of  order  and 
right,  which  Heaven  itself  has  ordained  ;  and  since  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  and  the  destiny  of  Ihe  republican 
model  of  government,  arc  justly  considered  as  duply,  peihaps  as 
finally  staked,  on  the  experiment  intrusted  to  the  hands  of  the 
American  people. 

Besides  the  ordinarj-  objcxts  submitted  to  your  care,  it  will 
remain  with  your  judgment  to  decide,  how  far  an  exercise  of  the 
occasional  power  delegated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  rendered  expedient  at  the  present  juncture  by  the  nature 
of  objections  which  have  been  urged  against  the  system,  or  by 
the  degree  of  inquietude  which  has  given  birth  to  them.  Instead 
of  undertaking  particular  recommendations  on  this  subject,  in 
which    I   could    be  guided   by   no    lights  derived  from  official 
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opportunities,  I  shall  again  give  way  to  my  entire  confidence  "m 
your  discernment  and  pursuit  of  the  public  good ;  for  I  assure 
myself,  that,  whilst  you  carefully  avoid  o'cry  alteration,  which 
might  endanger  the  benefits  of  a  united  and  effective  govemmeot, 
or  which  ought  to  await  the  future  lessons  of  experience  ;  a 
reverence  for  the  characteristic  rights  of  freemen,  and  a  re- 
gard for  the  public  harmony,  will  sufficiently  influence  your 
deliberations  on  the  question,  how  far  the  former  can  be  more 
impregnably  fortilied,  or  the  latter  be  safety  and  advantageously 
promoted. 

To  the  prcccdinR  observations  I  have  one  to  add,  which 
will  be  most  properly  addressed  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  concerns  myself,  and  will  therefore  be  as  brief  as  possible. 
When  I  was  first  honored  with  a  call  into  the  service  of  my  coun- 
try, then  (»n  the  eve  of  an  arduous  struggle  for  its  liberties,  the 
light  in  which  i  conieoiplated  my  duty  required,  thai  I  should 
renounce  every  pecuniary  compensation.  From  this  resolution 
I  have  in  no  instance  departed.  And  being  still  under  the 
impressions  which  produced  it,  I  muRi  decline  as  inapplicable  to 
myself  any  share  in  the  personal  emoluments,  which  may  be  in- 
dispensably included  in  a  permanent  provision  for  the  executive 
department  ;  and  must  accordingly  pray,  that  the  pecuniary  esti- 
mates for  the  station  in  which  I  am  placed  may.  during  my  con- 
tinuance in  it,  be  limited  to  such  actual  expenditures  as  the  public 
good  may  be  thought  to  require. 

Having  thus  imparted  to  you  my  sentiments,  as  they  have  been 
awakened  by  the  occasion  which  brings  us  together,  1  shall  take 
my  present  leave  ;  but  not  without  resorting  once  more  to  the 
benign  Parent  of  the  human  race,  in  humble  supplication,  that, 
since  he  has  been  pleased  to  favor  ihc  American  people  with 
opportunitic-S  for  deliberating  in  perfect  tranquillity,  and  dis- 
positions for  deciding  with  unparalleled  unanimity  on  a  form 
of  government  for  the  security  of  their  union  and  the  advance- 
ment of  their  happiness  ;  so  his  divine  blessing  may  be  equally 
(ffnspicuom  in  the  enlarged  views,  the  temperate  consultations, 
and  the  wise  measures,  on  which  the  success  of  this  government 
must  depend. 


GEORGE  WASHII^GTON. 
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Gkntlemen, 

I  thank  you  for  your  address,  in  which  the  roost  affectionate 
sentiments  are  ex[)resscd  in  the  most  obliging  terms.  The  coin- 
cidence of  circumstanceE,  which  ted  to  thisi  auspicious  crisis,  the 
confideDce  reposed  in  me  by  my  fellow-cilizeTis,  and  the  assist- 
ance I  may  expect  from  counsels,  which  will  be  dictated  by  an 
enlarged  and  liberal  policy,  seem  to  presage  a  more  prosperous 
issue  to  my  administration,  than  a  diffidence  of  my  abilities  had 
taught  me  to  anticipate.  \  now  feet  myself  inexpressibly  happy 
in  a  belief,  that  Heaven,  which  has  done  so  much  for  our  infant 
nation,  wilt  not  withdraw  its  providential  influence  before  our 
political  felicity  shall  have  been  completed  ;  and  in  a  conviction 
that  the  Senate  will  at  all  times  co-operate  in  every  measure  which 
may  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this  confederated  republic. 

Thus  supported  by  a  firm  trust  in  the  great  .■\rbiter  of  the  uni- 
verse, aided  by  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  Union,  and  imploring 
ihc  divine  benediction  on  our  joint  exertions  in  the  service  of 
our  country,  I  readily  engage  with  you  in  the  arduous  but  pleas- 
ing task  of  attempting  to  make  a  nation  happy. 


HOUSE  OF 


^ing  ta 

^^F^    REPLY     TO    THE     ANSWER   OF   THE 
^|P  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Gehtlcmek, 

Your  very  affectionate  address  produces  emotions,  which  I 
know  not  how  to  express.  1  feet,  that  my  past  endeavors  in 
the  service  of  ray  country  are  far  overpaid  by  its  goodness  ;  and 
I  fear  much,  that  my  future  ones  tnuy  not  fulfd  your  kind  antici- 
pation. All  that  I  can  promise  is,  that  they  will  be  invariably 
directed  by  an  honest  and  an  ardent  zeal.  Of  this  resource  my 
heart  assures  me.  For  all  beyond,  I  rely  on  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  those  with  whom  I  am  to  co-operate,  and  a  contin- 
uance of  the  blessings  of  Heaven  on  our  beloved  country.' 

■  The  form  of  tbcM  speeches  «>&  thai  used  by  ibe  colonial  govemora  in 
addressing  the  colonial  uKmblics.  but  w%:>  later  let  uidc  iu  (nvor  of  a  single 
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TO    EDWARD    RUTLEDGE. 

Nkw  roRK,  5  May.  1789. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  fail  of  being  much  pleased  with  the  friendly 
part  you  take  in  every  thing  whicli  concerns  me; 
and  particularly  with  the  just  scale  on  which  you 
estimate  this  last  great  sacrifice,  which  I  consider 
myself  as  having  made  for  the  good  of  my  country. 
When  I  had  judged,  upon  the  best  appreciation  1 
was  able  to  form  of  the  circumstances  which  related 
to  myself,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  embark  again  on 
the  tempestuous  and  uncertain  ocean  of  public  life.  I 
gave  up  all  expectations  of  private  happiness  in  this 
world.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  I  had  concentered 
all  my  schemes,  all  my  views,  all  my  wishes,  within 
the  narrow  circle  of  domestic  enjoyment.  Though  I 
flatter  myself  the  world  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve, that  at  any  time  of  life  and  in  my  circumstances, 
nothing  but  a  conviction  of  duty  could  have  in- 
duced me  to  depart  from  my  resolution  of  remaining 
in  retirement ;  yet  I  greatly  apprehend  that  my  Coun- 
trymen will  expect  too  much  from  me.     I  fear,  if  the 

rtiH^if^  to  which  no  replies  by  the  respective  houes  of  Congress  were  gma. 
The  Proideiit  had  conauUcd  Maduon  on  ihc  rcpliet : 

"  Notwithstanding  the  ccnviclion  I  am  under  o\  the  lalmr  which  U  impoaed 
upon  70U  by  Public  Inclivi(1uKl>t  as  well  a>  public  bodiu— yet  as  yoa  hare 
bcfun,  lo  I  would  wish  you  10  iiniih,  the  jEood  work  in  a  &))ort  reply  to 
the  Addresses  of  the  Houm  of  Rcprcscntalives  (which  I  now  indOMlihai  then 
may  be  ui  accoidAnoe  In  this  buMness. 

"Thursday  13  o'clock,  \  have  apjiointed  to  receive  the  Addnttet.— The 
proper  plan  i>  with  the  II  uum:  lo  determine. —  K%  (he  first  of  every  thin][,  in  mo* 
ntuatien  which  xerve  lo  e«lal>lHJi«  Precedent,  it  b  derouUy  wl^edon  my  part, 
that  these  precedents  may  be  Aied  on  true  principles. "^if^uAiMfi^Mt  tm  AtaS- 
t^m.  5  Hay.  lySq. 
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issue  of  public  measures  should  not  correspond  with 
their  sanguine  expectations,  they  will  turn  the  extrav- 
agant (and  I  may  say  undue)  praises  which  they  are 
heaping  upon  meat  this  moment,  into  equally  extrav- 
agant (though  I  will  fondly  hope  unmerited)  censures. 
So  much  is  expected,  so  many  untoward  circumstances 
may  intervene,  in  such  a  new  and  critical  situation, 
thai  I  feel  an  insuperable  diffidence  in  my  own  abili- 
ties— I  feel,  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  my  ardu- 
ous office,  how  much  I  shall  stand  in  need  of  the 
countenance  and  aid  of  every  friend  to  myself,  of 
every  friend  to  the  Revolution,  and  of  every  lover  of 
good  Government.  I  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for 
your  aflfectionate  expressions  on  this  point. 

I  anticipate  that  one  of  the  most  difificult  and  deli- 
cate parts  of  the  duty  of  my  office  will  be  that  which 
relates  to  nominations  for  appointments.  I  receive 
with  the  more  satisfaction  the  strong  testimonials  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Hal!,  because  I  hope  they  will  tend  to 
supersede  the  difficulty  in  this  instance.  Though, 
from  a  system  which  I  have  prescribed  to  myself,  I 
can  say  nothing  decisive  on  particular  appointments  ; 
yet  I  may  be  allowed  to  observe  in  general,  that  noth- 
ing could  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to  have  one 
candidate  brought  forward  for  every  office  with  such 
clear  pretensions  as  to  secure  him  against  competition.' 

'  Similar  seniimenis  were  oxpreued  in  a  letter  to  Uenenil  WaLyne.  "  My 
I^CAtcst  ippiebeiirion  *t  present  i*.  that  more  will  be  expected  from  ine.  than 
I  shall  be  able  to  perfonn.  All  (hot  an  honci't  tcaJ  can  dicUle  for  the  advance- 
ment o(  the  inCcrciU  ai  our  counuy  will,  however,  be  cheerfully  knd  pene- 
wcrinsly  atlemptcH.  " — May  4th.  Ani]  to  (ieneral  Schuyler  :  "  It  ii  only  from 
Um  aaauracurcs  of  tuppoH.  which  I  have  received  from  Che  respcclable  aod  wor- 


Mrs.  W.  is  not  here,  but  is  shortly  expected  on  her 
arrival.'  I  will  offer  the  Complts.  of  Mrs.  R.  & 
yourself  to  her.  In  the  meantime  I  pray  you  to  be- 
lieve that  T  am,  with  sentiments  of  the  purest  esteem 
&  the  highest  consideration.  &c. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 

NEW  YoiK,  13  May,  i: 

My  dear  Sir, 

To  draw  such  a  line  for  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  will  please  everybody,  1  know  is  impossible, 
but  to  mark  out  and  follow  one,  which,  by  being  con- 
sonant with  reason,  will  meet  general  approbation, 

thy  cliimcten  in  ev«ry  pail  of  the  Union,  thai  I  am  enabled  to  o*crcoaic  Ui( 
difSdencc,  which  I  have  in  my  owa  aMtitics  to  execute  my  Eirat  and  iin|>a«tul 
truM  to  the  bc<.t  interest  of  our  country.  An  honest  leal,  and  an  unrcmlttiflg 
attention  to  Iheiittomit  of  the  United  Stnlcs,  arc  all  that  I  dart  promise.  "— 
Maj'glli.  And  ajtain  to  Mr.  Jonei :  "  The  numerousand  friendly  cungratola' 
tions.  which  I  hnvc  received  from  rc»p«C(i>blc  characters  in  rrery  pan  of  ikt 
Union,  are  truly  plea^in^  (o  nie  ;  not  only  on  account  of  their  diMrovcriag  • 
warm  aiineliment  to  my  person,  but  1>ecause  they  cxnrey  the  most  ftaticriag 
idea  of  the  fiood  dispositions  of  the  people  in  the  several  States,  and  the  stronC' 
est  aMiirances  of  Hupporl  lo  the  govemmenl.  It  affords  me  likewise  no  small 
satisfaction  to  Eind,  that  my  FricndH  have  Hone  justice  to  the  motives,  whkb 
again  brought  me  into  public  life.  Under  all  these circtim stances  T  shall  tc«la 
degree  of  cnnfulence  In  disuhsr^in^  the  duties  of  mj  ad  mint  it  rat  ion,  with  which 
a  COTiKicusnc«snl4>nc  of  the  purity  of  my  intentions  could  not  have  jn&pired  cae." 
—May  t4tfa.  To  Robert  R.  Livingston,  after  statin);  the  principles  which  he  hsil 
adopted  for  regulating  hiseondnet  in  regard  to  appoin[nient>,  he  wrote  :  "'  The 
delicacy  vrith  which  your  letter  was  written,  and  y oar  wishes  insinuated,  did 
not  retiuire  me  to  be  thus  explicit  on  this  head  with  you  ;  but  the  desire  which 
1  have,  that  thoiie  perHon«  whose  good  npinion  I  value,  shouM  know  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  I  mean  to  act  in  this  business,  has  led  mclolhis  full  dccloratioti. 
and  I  trust,  that  lh«  truly  woitliy  and  respectable  characters  in  Ihts  covntty^ 
will  do  jasCice  to  the  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated  io  all  my  pablic  transaC* 
tions." — May  3i8t. 
'  Mrs.  Washington  did  not  arrive  in  New  Vork  till  May  27tfa. 
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may  be  as  practicable  as  it  is  desirable.  The  true 
medium  I  conceive  must  He  in  pursuing  such  a  course, 
as  will  allow  him  time  for  all  the  ofRcial  duties  of  his 
station.  This  should  be  the  primary  object.  The 
next,  to  avoid  as  much  as  may  be  the  charge  of  su- 
perciliousness, and  seclusion  from  information,  by 
too  much  reserve  and  too  great  a  withdraw  of  himself 
from  company  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inconven- 
iences, as  well  as  a  reduction  of  respectability,  from 
too  free  an  intercourse  and  too  much  familiarity  on 
the  other. 

Under  these  impressions  I  have  submitted  the  en- 
closed queries'  for  your  consideration,  and  would 
thank  you  for  your  sentiments  thereon,  with  the 
return  of  the  paper.  For  the  remarks  which  it  con- 
tains, it  is  necessary  that  some  plan  should  be  adopted 
by  the  President  for  his  mode  of  living,  that  the  pecu- 
niary estimates  for  the  department  may  have  an  eye 
thereto  ;  and,  though  secondary,  it  is  a  motive  for  my 
bringing  the  matter  before  you  at  this  time.  I  am 
your  affectionate  friend,  &c. 

UUKKilCS. 

[.  Whether  a  line  of  conduct,  equally  distant  from  an  associa* 
tion  with  all  kind.<i  of  company  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  a  total 
seclusion  from  society  on  the  other,  ought  to  be  adopted  by  him 
And  in  that  case,  how  is  it  to  be  done  ? 

a.  What  will  be  the  least  exceptionable  method  of  bringing 
any  system,  which  may  be  adopted  on  this  subject,  before  the  pub- 
lic and  into  use  } 

3.  Whether,  after  a  little  Itrae,  one  day  in  every  week  will  not 
be  sufficient  for  receiving  visits  of  compliment  / 

'  The  (]tienes  wcr«  «J»o  wait  to  Mr.  Jay, 
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4.  Whether  it  would  tend  to  iirompi  imperlincnl  applications, 
and  involve  disagreeable  consequences,  to  have  il  known  that  the 
President  will,  every  mominx  at  eight  o'clock,  be  at  leisure  to  give 
audience  to  persons,  who  may  have  bii»ine»s  with  him  ? 

5.  Whether,  when  it  shall  have  been  understood,  that  the 
President  is  not  to  give  general  entertainments  in  the  manner  the 
presidents  of  Congress  have  formerly  done,  it  will  be  practicable 
to  draw  such  a  line  of  discrimination,  in  regard  to  persons,  as 
that  six,  eifiht,  or  ten  official  characters,  including  in  rotation  the 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  may  be  invited  informally, 
or  otherwise,  to  dinv  with  him  on  the  days  fixed  for  receiving 
company,  without  exciting  clamors  in  the  rest  of  the  community  ? 

6.  Whether  il  would  be  satisfactory  lo  the  public  for  the  Pret- 
ident  lo  malce  about  four  great  entertainments  in  a  year,  on  such 
great  occasions  as  the  anniversary  of  the  Declaralion  of  Indepen- 
dence, the  alliance  with  Krance,  the  peace  with  Great  Britain,  the 
organization  of  the  general  government ;  and  whether  arrange- 
ments of  these  two  last  kinds  could  be  in  danger  of  diverting  too 
much  of  the  President's  time  from  business,  or  of  prcMlucing  the 
evils,  which  it  was  intended  to  avoid  by  bis  living  more  recluse 
than  the  presidents  of  Congress  have  heretofore  lived  ? 

7.  Whether  there  would  be  any  impropriety  in  the  President's 
making  informal  visits ;  that  is  to  say,  in  his  calling  upon  his  ac- 
ijuaintances  or  public  characters,  for  the  purpose  of  sociability  or 
civility  ?  And  what,  as  to  the  form  of  doing  il.  might  cvinrc  these 
visits  to  have  been  made  in  his  private  character,  so  as  that  they 
may  not  be  construed  into  visits  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ?  And  in  what  light  would  his  appearance  rarely  at  lea- 
parties  be  considered  ? 

R.  Whether,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  it  would  not  be 
advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  Union  for  the  President  to 
make  the  tour  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  their  principal  characters  aad  internal  circum- 
stances, as  well  as  to  be  more  accessible  to  numbers  of  well-in* 
formed  persons,  who  might  give  him  useful  information  and  advice 
on  political  subjects? 

9.  If  there  is  a  probability,  that  either  of  the  arrangements 
mny  take  place,  which  will  eventually  cause  additional  expenses. 
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whether  it  would  not  be  proper  that  those  ideas  should  come  into 
contemplation  at  the  time  whea  Congress  shall  make  a  permanent 
provision  for  the  support  of  the  executive  ? 

Remarks.  On  the  one  side,  no  atigmcntation  can  be  effected 
in  the  pecuniary  establishment,  which  shall  be  made  in  the  first 
instance  for  ihc  suppon  of  the  executive.  On  the  other,  all 
moneys  destined  to  that  purpose,  beyond  the  actual  expenditures, 
will  be  left  in  the  treasury  of  (he  United  States,  or  sacredly  ap> 
plied  to  the  promotion  of  some  national  objects. 

Many  things,  which  appear  of  little  importance  in  themselves 
and  at  the  beginning,  may  have  great  and  durable  consequences 
from  their  having  been  established  at  the  commencement  of  a 
new  general  government.  It  will  be  much  easier  to  commence 
the  administration  upon  a  well-adjusted  system,  built  on  tenable 
grounds,  than  to  correct  errors,  or  alter  inconveniences,  after  they 
shall  have  been  confirmed  by  habit.  The  President,  in  all  mat- 
ters of  business  and  etiquette,  can  have  no  object  but  to  demean 
himself  in  his  public  character  in  such  a  manner  as  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  his  office,  without  subjecting  himself  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  supercUiousnesa  or  unnecessary  reserve.  Under  these 
liropressions,  he  asks  for  your  candid  and  undisguised  opinion. 


TO    MARY    WOOSTER.' 

Kkw  York,  ai  May,  1769. 
lADAM, 

I  have  duly  received  your  affecting  letter,  dated  the 
|8th  day  of  this  month.  Sympathizing  with  you  as  I 
'do  in  the  great  misfortunes,  which  have  befallen  your 
family  in  consequence  of  the  war,  my  feelings  as  an 
individual  would  forcibly  prompt  me  to  do  every  thing 
in  ray  power  to  repair  those  misfortunes.     But  as  a 

*  The  widow  of  General  Woontei,  wbu  died  uf  the  vrouiids  lie  received  In  an 
action  with  the  enemy  when  the  Britiab  made  an  incunion  to  Danbury  in  April, 
>777. 
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public  man,  acting  only  with  a  reference  to  the  public 
good,  I  must  be  allowed  to  decide  upon  all  points  of 
my  duty,  without  consulting  my  private  inclinations 
and  wishes.  I  must  be  permitted,  with  the  best  lights 
I  can  obtain,  and  upon  a  general  view  of  characters 
and  circumstances,  to  nominate  such  persons  alone  to 
offices,  as  in  my  judgment  shall  be  the  best  qualified 
to  discharge  the  functions  of  the  departments  to  whicl 
they  shall  be  appointed. 

Hitherto  I  have  given  no  decisive  answers  to  tt 
applications  of  any  candidates  whatsoever.  No" 
would  it  be  proper  for  me,  before  offices  sliall  be  cre- 
ated, and  before  I  can  have  ageneral  knowledge  of  the 
competitors  for  them,  to  say  any  thing  that  might  be 
construed  as  intended  to  encourage  or  discourage  th^| 
hopes,  which  individuals  may  have  formed  of  success. 
I  only  wish,  so  far  ;is  my  agency  in  this  business  is 
concerned,    that   candidates   for  ofifices   would   save 


'  In  no  respect  was  Washington's  anxious  tare  more  fully  ibown  than  In  tee 
ing  the  proper  penwin  for  the  office*  in  itie  new  goveinmeni.  "  That  part  i 
the  President's  duty  which  obliges  him  to  nominate  pcr»ons  for  o(!icc,"  be  «rot< 
to  J^OKCph  Junen,  14  May,  I78t},  "  ii  tliv  mokl  delicate,  aiid  in  many  iiuti 
will  be,  to  in«,  the  mwit  unplcasing  ;  for  it  may  fieqnenlty  happen  thai 
will  be  teveral  applies  nis  for  the  uime  oflice,  whose  merits  and  pretentions : 
so  nearly  ciual.  thai  it  will  almuvt  require  the  aid  of  supennaiural  iniuition  to 
fix  upon  the  right.  I  ihall,  however,  in  all  cTcnix.  have  the  cansalation  of  know- 
ing that  I  eniereil  upon  my  office  uiicontined  by  any  eneagementa,  and  aati>. 
flucnccd  by  any  tics  ;  and  that  no  means  in  my  power  will  be  left  untried  tn 
find  out,  ami  nominate  those  i-horaden  who  will  discharge  the  dutiei.  oi  theii 
respective  (ifhceolo  thebe«t  iii(erei.tK  and  highestcredit  of  the  Amerinan  Uaioa." 
That  he  was  lincere  in  this  wish,  there  will  be  abandajit  evidence  affonled  ia 
thete  volumes  ;  and  thai  he  wait  successful  \a  his  policy  is  |>rored  by  the  fret^neal 
reference  to  his  administration  u  the  type  o(  a  true  and  hon«it  dril  scrricc. 

••  Conversinic  on  the  subject  of  these  appointments  [revenue]  lately  with  the 
r.,  I  mentioned  two  principles  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  Uoi  appAfc 
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themselves  the  trouble  and  consequent  expense  of 
personal  attendance.  AH  that  /  require  is  the  name 
and  such  testimonials  with  respect  to  abilities,  integ- 
rity, and  fitness,  as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the 
several  applicants  to  produce.  Beyond  this,  nothing 
with  me  is  necessary,  or  will  be  of  any  avail  to  them 
in  my  decisions.  In  the  mean  time  I  beg  you  will  be 
persuaded,  Madam,  that,  let  the  result  be  whatsoever 
it  may,  I  can  have  no  interest  to  promote  but  that 
of  the  public  ;  and  that  I  remain  in  all  personal 
considerations,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 


TO   COUNT    DE    MOUSTIER- 

[cONFtDENTIAI,,] 
_^^^  Niw  York,  15  May,  1789. 

Sir, 

What  circumstances  there  may  be  existing  between 
our  two  nations,  to  which  you  allude,  on  account  of 

of.  The  first  that  Suicofiiccnin  Bimtlarliii«  who h&d behaved  well,  ducrvcd 
preference  in  the  service  af  the  United  States  ;  andsHly,  that  hiving  discharged 
tbcK  dutin  undivided,  now  thai  they  become  divided,  the  »ame  officers  were 
cntiUed  to  the  bcbt.  He  ashijjned  kontc  strong  rcasonii  in  vupport  of  Ltoth  Ihcsc 
\Ac*i."—kickarJ llfnfy  Ijh  to  ,  7  June.  1789, 

"  Von  cannQl  doubl  my  wi«he<^  to  sec  yoii  appciinled  to  any  office  of  honor 
or  emolumeot  in  the  nc»-  t;oveni[neui,  10  the  <1utirs  of  which  yoii  an  compe* 
tent ;  bat  however  dcpcrving  yoii  may  be  yf  the  one  you  hare  suggcKled,  your 
tlandiog  at  the  bar  would  not  jastify  my  nominniioii  of  you  as  attorney  10  the 
federal  DUtrict  Court  in  preference  of  aonie  of  the  oldcHl  and  most  eMeemed 
genetal  conrt  lawyeTN  in  your  own  State,  whn  are  de^i^<lll•  of  thi«  appointment. 
My  political  conduct  in  itu  mi  nations,  even  if  I  were  uninfiueticed  by  principle, 
mast  be  exceedingly  circumspect  and  proof  against  jiut  criticiam  ;  for  the  eyea 
uf  Argus  are  upon  me,  and  no  slip  will  pa«^«  unnutice^l,  that  can  be  improved 
into  a  !^upposed  partiality  for  friends  or  relations." — Waikingttm  l» Butkrod 
fVajhingUn,  rj  July,  1789. 
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their  peculiaritjf  I  know  not.     But,  as  those  nations 
are  happily  connected  in  the  strictest  ties  of  amity, 
not  less  by  inclination  and  interest,  than  by  the  solei 
nity  of  a  treaty,  and  as  the  United  States  are  t( 
remote  from  Europe  to  take  any  share  in  the  local 
politics  of  that  continent,  I  had  concluded,  that  com- 
merce was  the  only  subject  of    negotiations,  which 
could  at  present  be  very  interesting  to  the  inhabitants^ 
of  the  two  countries.  ^| 

In  two  letters,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing 
to  you  before  I  returned  into  public  life.  I  stated  (if 
I  remember  rightly,  for  I  have  not  the  copies  of  the 
letters  with  me),  that  I  was  so  little  acquainted  with 
commercial  affairs,  that  I  should  very  much  distrust 
my  own  judgment,  even  in  the  opinions  which  I  might 
be  obliged  to   hazard  in  treating  casually  of  them. 
This  fad.  if  there  had  been  no  other  circumstance 
that  merited  a  consideration,  would  be  a  cetulusivi.^ 
reason  for  preventing  me  individually  from  en/eri*^^^ 
upon  any  kind  of  negotiations  oh  thai  subject.     For 
while  I  find  myself  incompetent  to  it,  I  really  believe, 
that  much  reciprocal  advantage  might  be  acquired,  if 
that  subject  could  be  candidly  and  intelligently  man- 
aged.    This  I  should  hope,  loo,  might  be  the  case; 
and  so  far  shall  I  be  from  throwing  any  obstacles  io^M 
the  way.  that  I  shall  certainly  take  a  great  pleasure^^ 
in  removing,  (so  far  as  lays  in  my  power,)  such  as  may 
occur.' 


*  MoniHer*!  "  cainnierci>]  ideas  arc  probtUy  ncithsr  iUibertl  nor  iisfrli 
to  this  country.    Theconlrftry  h«  been  vuppoited." — Madison  I9  Jtfftrtett.  VI 
May.  17S9. 
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Every  one,  who  has  any  knowledge  of  my  manner 

|of  acting  in  public  life,  will  be  persuaded  that  I  am 
not  accustomed  to  impede  the  despatch  or  frustrate 
the  success  of  business  by  a  ceremonious  attention  to 
idle  forms.  Any  person  of  that  description  will  also 
be  satisfied,  that  1  should  not  readily  consent  to  lose 
one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  my  office,  for 
the  sake  of  preserving  an  imaginary  dignity.  But 
perhaps,  if  there  are  rules  of  proceeding,  which  have 

^originated  from  the  wisdom  of  statesmen,  and  are 

^sanctioned  by  the  common  consent  of  nations,  it  would 
not  be  prudent  for  a  young  state  to  dispense  with 
them  altogether,  at  least,  without  some  substantial 
cause  for  so  doing.  I  have  myself  been  induced  to 
think,  possibly  from  the  habits  of  experience,  that  in 
general  the  best  mode  of  conducting  negotiations,  the 
detail  and  progress  of  which  might  be  liable  to  acci- 
dental mistakes,  or  unintentional  misrepresentations, 
is  by  writing.     This  mode,  if  I  was  obliged  myself  to 

[negotiate  with  any  one,  1  should  still  pursue.  I  have, 
however,  been  taught  to  believe,  that  there  is  in  most 
polished  nations  a  system  established,  with  regard  to 
the  foreign  as  well  as  the  other  great  departments, 
wrhich,  from  the  utility,  the  necessity,  and  the  reason 

[of  the  thing,  provides,  that  business  should  be  di- 
gested and  prepared  by  the  heads  of  those  depart- 
ments. 

'  The  impossibility  that  one  man  should  be  able  to 
perform  all  the  great  business  of  the  state,  I  take  to 
have  been  the  reason  for  instituting  the  great  depart- 

kments,  and  appointing  officers  therein,  to  assist  the 
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supreme  magistrate  in  dischar^'ng  the  duties  of  his 
trust.     And  perhaps  1  may  be  allowed  to  say  of  my- 
self, that  the  supreme  magistrate  of  no  state  can  have 
a  greater  variety  of  important  business  to  perform  in 
person,  than   I  have  at  this  moment.     Very  many 
things  will  doubtless  occur  to  you,  Sir,  as  being  inci- 
dent to  the  office  of  President  in  the  commencement 
of  the  government,  which  cannot  be  done  by  the  in- 
tervention of  a  third  person.     You  will  give  me  leave 
to  say,  likewise,  that  no  third  person  (were  there  ^H 
disposition  for  it)  shall  ever  have  it  in  his  power  to 
erect  a  wall  between  me  and  the  diplomatic  corps,  that 
is  to  say,  to  prevent  necessary  communications.     Nor     1 
has  anybody  insinuated,  that  it  would  be  beneath  thefl 
dignity  of  a  President  of  the  United  States  occasion- 
ally to  transact  business  with  a  foreign  minister.  But 
in  what  light  the  public  might  view  the  establishment 
of  a  precedent  for  negotiating  the  business  of  a  de*     , 
partment,  without  any  agency  of  the  head  of  the  de^| 
partment,  who  was  appointed  for  that  very  purpose,  l" 
donotat  present  pretend  todetermine;  norwhethera 
similar  practice  in  that  case  must  not  of  right  be  ex- 
tended hereafter  to  all  diplomatic  characters  of  the 
same  rank.  ^| 

Here  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  Sir,  that  I  am" 
writing  as  General  Washington  to  the  Count  de  Mous- 
tier.  Happy  am  I,  that  my  regard  for  yourself  and 
your  nation  is  so  far  from  being  equivocal,  that  I  have 
had  several  occasions  of  making  it  known  to  you, 
both  in  conversation  and  writing.  And  1  hope  you 
will  consider  this  confidential  letter  as  an  evidence  of , 
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le   extreme  regret,  which   I   should    feel,   in  being 

obliged  to  decline  any  propositions,  as  to  the  mode  of 

loing  business,  from  a  person  who  has  so  many  titles 

>  my  esteem  as  the  Count  de  Moiistier. 

I  will  only  add,  that,  under  my  present  impressions, 

cannot  persuade  myself,  that  I  should  be  justifiable 

in  deviating  essentially  from  established  forms.  With 

le  highest  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO   MATHEW   CAREY. 


Nkw  York,  S9  M«y.  1789. 


Sir, 


K      In  the  course  of  my  whole  existence,  I  never  before 
^have  been  made  the  subjt:ct  of  such  extraordinary 

I  conduct  as  that  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  suffer 
by  your  sending  to  me  unsealed,  through  a  public 
conveyance,  my  letter  of  the  a  2d  and  yours  of  the 
27th  of  this  month. 
After  the  candid  and  my  heart  witnessed  for  me  no 
unfriendly  part  I  had  always  acted  towards  you,  I 
hoped  for  the  credit  of  human  nature,  at  least  to  have 
escaped  an  intentional  insult     I  am,  &c^ 

^K  '  "  In  addittun  to  what  I  utoIc  tc>  you  (omicrly  on  the  subject  of  a  loan,  I 
^Vnow  inform  you  (and  desire  ih^t  this  tetter  which  conveys  the  infonnaiion  nay 
be  ilestroycti  to  toon  a»  it  it  ttoA)  thai  tny  tiiraio^kt  exertions  were  ineffectually 
uied  to  borrow  a  tum  of  money  (even  at  a  high  interest,  and  for  me  on  ditaul* 
vtDia|[«oi»  t«niu)lo  cxxnply  wilh  conlracti  ol  niy  own  bcForc  I  ]efl  Vir^nia, 
Having  made  thU  coitimunication  it  i«  unneccjuary  to  adduce  further  proo( 
of  my  inability  10  comply  with  the  rcqanl  which  is  contained  in  yoiii  letter  of 
iIk  iBth  inataiit." — Washington   to  Carey,  ai  May,  1769. 
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TO    THE    SECRETARY     OF    FOREIGN    AFFAIRS.' 


Nkw  York,  8  Junt,  17^ 

Sir, 

Although  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  llie 
executive  departments,  under  the  government  of  the 
Union.  I  do  not  conceive  it  expedient  to  call  upon 
you  for  information  officially,  yet  I  have  supposed, 
that  some  informal  communications  from  the  office  of 
foreign  affairs  might  neither  be  improper  or  unprof- 
itable. For  finding  myself  at  this  moment  less  occu- 
pied with  the  duties  of  my  office,  than  I  shall  proba- 
bly be  at  almost  any  time  hereafter,  I  am  desirous  of 
employing  myself  in  obtaining  an  acquaintance  with 
the  real  situation  of  the  several  great  departments,  at 
the  period  of  my  acceding  to  the  administration  of 
the  general  government.  For  this  purpose  I  wish  to 
receive  in  writing  such  a  clear  account  of  the  depart- 
ment, at  the  head  of  which  you  have  been  for  some 
years  past,  as  may  be  sufficient  (without  overbur- 
dening or  confusing  the  mind,  which  has  very  man 

>  The  secretariu  of  the  several  exccative  departmenu  under  the  new  govi 
iiieiil  were  uot  appointed  till  September.  In  ibe  mcaiilime  Ihe  nbUAl  bi 
of  the  ileparlmenlji  wu  iranxacled  by  the  uflicen  who  bnci  thaigc  <A  llvein 
the  old  goYemmert  cipitcd,  Mr.  Jnycuntinwefllo  lill  the  office  of  wcnrtary 
foreign  cifTairs,  till  Mr.  JeSetson  eutered  upon  JtEdutics  in  Manh,  1790. 
iiaiue  of  lltcdepurimeni  was  chnngtrd  by  law  (o  thai  of  llie  I>fp^trtmenft>/Si 
and  its  head  ^vaiihcnccfnnrard  called  SectctnrY  of  State.  General  Knoa  acted 
u  Secretary  of  U'ar,  till  hia  new  appointrnent  to  the  same  poEt.  on  the  isth  of 
Sepfeinber,  1789.  The  aflaint  oi  the  trcAMiiy  were  adminiittefEd  by  a  Board, 
consiiting  of  Samuel  Osgood,  Walter  Livingston,  and  Arthur  Lee.  Tbacgen- 
tienien  retained  ihcirpUcca  till  September  nth,  when  Hamilton  waa  appoialcd 
Secretary  of  the  Treuury.  Tbe  roston  why  the  ap|>oinlmenlK  were  to  long 
delayed  was,  thai  the  lawt  in^ICuiiiii;  Ibe  departineni«.  and  fixing  the  ulatit* 
o(  tbe  officers,  were  qui  Moner  passed  by  Congress. 
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objects  to  claim  its  attention  at  the  same  instant,)  to 
impress  me  with  a  full,  precise,  and  distinct  general 
idea  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as 
they  are  comprehended  in,  or  connected  with,  that 
department 

As  I  am  now  at  leisure  to  inspect  such  papers  and 
documents,  as  may  be  necessarj'  to  be  acted  upon 
hereafter,  or  as  may  be  calculated  to  give  me  an  in- 
sight into  the  business  and  duties  of  that  department. 
I  have  thought  fit  to  address  this  notification  to  you 
accordingly.     I  am,  &c.' 


TO  JAMES  McHENRV. 

New  Voek,  3  July.  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  very  friendly  letter  of  the  2Sth 
of  June,  and  feel  a  grateful  sense  of  the  interest  which 
you  take  in  my  welfare  and  happiness,  and  the  kind 
solicitude,  which  you  express  for  the  recovery  of  my 
health.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
my  health  is  restored,  but  a  feebleness  still  hangs 
upon  me,  and  I  am  yet  much  incommoded  by  the  in- 
cision, which  was  made  in  a  verj'  large  and  painful 
tumor  on  the  protuberance  of  my  thigh.  This  pre- 
vents me  from  walking  or  sitting.  However,  the 
physicians  assure  me  that  it  has  had  a  happy  effect 
in  removing  my  fever,  and  will  tend  very  much  to  the 
establishment  of  my  general  health ;  it  is  in  a  fair 

I  A  cofty  of  the  Mine  Ictlerwos  sent  to  ihe  SccT«tftiy  oi  War  and  to  the  Board 
of  tbe  Treasury  ;  And  >  siniilar  one  10  Ebenexer  Haeanl,  PotiCinai<ter-Geneial. 
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way  of  healing,  and  time  and  patience  only  are  want- 
ing to  remove  this  evil.     I  am  able  to  take  exercise 
in  my  coach,  by  having  it  so  contrived  as  to  extcn^^ 
myself  the  full  length  of  it  ^^H 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  anxiety  which  you 
express,  that   I  should   have  some  person  about  me. 
who  is    well  acquainted    with  my   constitution,  and 
who  has  been  accustomed  to  my  confidence.     The     1 
habits  of  intimacy  and  friendship,  in  which  I  have^| 
long  lived  with  Dr.  Craik,  and  the  opinion  I  have  of 
his    professional  knowledge,    would    most    certainly 
point  him  out  as  the  man  of  my  choice  in  all  cases  of 
sickness.     I  am  convinced  of  his  sincere  attachment 
to  me.  and  I  should  with  cheerfulness  trust  my  life  in 
his  hands,  but,  how  far  circumstances  at  present  would 
justify  his  quitting  his  practice  in  Alexandria  and  its 
vicinity  to  gratify  his  inclinations  and  my  wishes.  I 
am  not  able  to  say ;  but,  could  it  be  made  consistent 
with  his  advantage  to  be  near  me,  I  am  sure  it  would 
be  highly  pleasing  to  me.     I  must,  however,  in  justlceiH 
to  Dr.  Bard,  who  has  attended  me  during  my  late  in-^ 
disposition,  declare,  that  neither  skill  nor  attention 
has  been  wanting  on  his  part,  and,  as  I  could  not     . 
have  the  assistance  of  my  good  friend,  Dr.  Craik,  I|^| 
think  myself  fortunate  in  having  fallen  into  such  good" 
hands.'  ^^ 


'  An  anecdote  dmratterisii'.-  of  Washingion  h  tekleil  by  Ptofevsor  McVieltr. 
in  his  narrative  of  Dr.  BardV  life,  respecting  an  inciilent  that  happened  in  tbc 
courae  ol  his  illness.  "  Ii  was  a  can  of  anthrax,  to  malicnani  as  for  aevcfal 
days  lo  (hteaten  mortili cation.  I>urine  this  period  l>r.  Uard  never  quitted  bin. 
On  one  occasion,  being  left  alone  with  bim,  General  Wubinglon,  looking  ilcad- 
fasUy  in  bis  face,  desired  his  candid  ogniilon  n  la  the  probable  teniunatko  of 


You  have  my  sincere  wishes,  that  your  intended 
journey  to  the  Sweet  Springs  may  be  the  means  of 
restoring  the  health  of  your  brother,  and  that  it  may 
be  pleasant  and  healthful  to  yourself.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
with  very  great  esteem,  your  affectionate,  &c. 


to  john  jay. 
[private.] 

Nkw  YoliX,  14  July,  1789. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  find  myself  incompetent  to  form  any  decided 
opinion  upon  the  paper  I  received  from  you  the  other 
day,  without  having  a  view  of  the  transactions,  which 
have  been  had  with  the  Spanish  minister.  1  wish 
also  to  know  whether,  if  the  negotiations  are  renewed, 
it  can  be  made  to  appear  from  any  thing,  which  that 
gentleman  has  said,  as  the  result  of  an  advance  tow- 
ards it  from  him  in  his  offtcial  character.  Unless  this 
is  the  case,  and  primd  facie  the  reverse,  will  it  not 
convey  to  him  and  his  court  an  idea,  that  a  change  of 
sentiment  has  taken  place  in  the  governing  powers  of 
this  country  ?  Will  it  be  expedient  and  proper  (at 
this  moment)  for  the  President  to  encourage  such  an 
idea  ;  at  any  rate,  without  previously  advising  with 
the  Senate  ?     With  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard. 

I  am,  &c 

hii  <HtMse.  adding,  with  that  placid  firmncu  which  miirked  hi«  iKldr»:t,  '  Do 
not  flatter  in«  with  vain  hnpci  ;  I  am  not  afraiij  to  die,  ami  therefore  c;iii  bear 
the  worst.*  l>r,  ilatd'si  auswcr,  lbou|jh  it  expicucd  hope,  ackiiuwlcdi^cd  hi» 
apprchduaonn.  The  President  (eplied  ^  '  Whelhn  to>ni^t,  or  twenty  yean 
brace,  makcf  no  difTerenn  :  1  know  thai  I  am  in  I  he  handsora  good  ProrE* 
dcDcc'  " — Liff  ef  Dr.  Samttti  Baiif,  [>.  136. 
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TO  CHARLES  THOMSON. 


I 


New  Yomc.  S4  July,  17S9. 

Sir, 

I  have  contemplated  your  note,  wherein,  after  men- 
tioning your  having  served  in  quality  of  secretary  of 
Congress  from  the  first  meeting  of  that  body,  in  1 774. 
to  the  present  time,  through  an  eventful  period  of 
almost  fifteen  years,  you  announce  your  wish  to  retire 
to  private  life  ;  and  I  have  to  regret,  that  the  period  of 
my  coming  again  into  public  life  should  be  exactly 
that,  in  which  you  are  about  to  retire  from  it 

The  present  age  does  so  much  justice  to  the  un- 
sullied reputation,  with  which  you  have  always  con- 
ducted yourself  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  your 
office,  and  posterity  will  find  your  name  so  honorably 
connected  with  the  verification  of  such  a  multitude 
of  astonishing  facts,  that  my  single  suffrage  would 
add  little  to  the  illustration  of  your  merits.  Yet  I 
cannot  withhold  any  just  testimonial  In  favor  of  so 
old,  so  faithful,  and  so  able  a  public  officer,  which 
might  tend  to  soothe  his  mind  in  the  shade  of  retire-  ■ 
ment.  Accept,  then,  this  serious  declaration,  that^f 
your  services  have  been  important,  as  your  patriotism 
was  distinguished  ;  and  enjoy  that  best  of  all  rewards, 
the  consciousness  of  having  done  your  duty  well 

You  will  be  pleased.  Sir,  to  deliver   the   books, 
records,  and  papers  of  the  late  Congress,  the  great 
seal  of  the  federal   Union,  and  the  seal  of  the  admi*^! 
ralty,  to  Mr.  Roger  Alden,  the  late  deputy  secretarj'^^ 
of  Congress,  who  is  requested  to  take  charge  of  them 
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TO  DAVID  STUART. 


until  farther  directions  shall  be  given.  I  beg  you 
to  be  persuaded,  that  it  will  always  afford  me  real 
pleasure  to  extend  whatever  encouragement  may  be 
consistent  with  my  general  duties,  to  such  particular 
persons  as  have  long  been  faithful  and  useful  servants 
the  community.  I  finally  commend  you  to  the 
protection  of  Heaven,  and  sincerely  wish  you  may 
»enjoy  everj-  species  of  felicity.     I  am,  &c 

^^^^^^  Nbw  York.  a6  July,  1789. 

■Dear  Sir. 

In  the  first  moment  of  my  ability  to  sit  in  an  easy 
chair,  and  that  not  entirely  without  pain,  I  occupy 
myself  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

Iihe  14th  instant,  and  thanking  you  for  it. 
[  Although  my  time  (before  1  was  confined)  had 
been  and  probably  now  will  be  much  more  engaged, 
^et  your  communications  without  any  reserve  will  be 
exceedingly  grateful  and  pleasing  to  me.  While  the 
eyes  of  America,  perhaps  of  the  world,  are  turned  to 
this  government,  and  many  are  watching  the  move- 
ments of  all  those,  who  are  concerned  in  itsadminis- 
Ktration,  I  should  like  to  be  informed,  through  so  good 
a  medium,  of  the  public  opinion  of  both  men  and 
measures,  and  of  none  more  than  myself ;  not  so  much 
[of  what  may  be  thought  commendable  parts,  if  any,  of 
my  conduct,  as  of  those  which  are  conceived  to  be 
[of  a  different  complexion.     The  man,  who  means  to 
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commit  no  wrong,  will  never  be  giiilty  of  enormities  ; 
consequently  he  can  never  be  unwilling  to  learn  what 
is  ascribed  to  him  as  foibles.  If  they  are  really  such, 
the  knowledge  of  them  in  a  well-disposed  mind  will 
go  half  way  towards  a  reform.  If  they  are  not  errors, 
he  can  explain  and  justify  the  motives  of  his  actions. 
At  a  distance  from  the  theatre  of  action,  truth  is 
not  always  related  without  embellishment,  and  some- 
times Is  entirely  perverted,  from  a  misconception  of  the 
causes  which  produce  the  effects  that  are  the  subjects 
of  censure,  i.  This  leads  me  to  think,  that  a  sys- 
tem, which  I  found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  adopt 
upon  my  first  coming  to  this  city,  might  have  under- 
gone severe  strictures,  and  have  had  motives  very  for- 
eign from  those  that  govern  me,  assigned  as  causes 
therefor.  I  mean,  returning  no  e'zj/Vj'/  sly,  appointing  fl 
certain  days  to  receive  them  generally,  (not  to  the  ™ 
exclusion  however  of  visits  on  any  other  days  under 
particular  circumstances  ;)  and,  3ly,  at  first  entertain- 
ing no  company,  and  afterwards  until  I  was  unable  to 
entertain  any  at  all  confining  it  to  official  characters.  A^ri 
few  days  evinced  the  necessity  of  the  two  first  in  so^^ 
clear  a  point  of  view,  that,  had  I  not  adopted  it.  I 
should  have  been  unable  to  have  attended  to  any  sort , 
of  business,  unless  I  had  applied  the  hours  allotted  toJ 
rest  and  refreshment  to  this  purpose ;  for  by  the  time 
I  had  done  breakfast,  and  thence  till  dinner,  and 
afterwards  til!  bed-time,  1  could  not  get  relieved  from 
the  ceremony  of  one  visit,  before  I  had  to  attend  to 
another.     In  a  word,  I  had  no  leisure  to  read  or  toi 


1789J 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


407 


t 

■answer  the  despatches,  that  were  pouring  in  upon  me 
from  all  quarters. 

I  And  with  respect  to  the  third  matter,  I  early  re- 
ceived information  llirough  very  respectable  channels, 
that  the  adoption  thereof  was  not  less  essential,  than 
that  of  the  other  two,  if  the  President  was  to  preserve 
the  dignity  and  respect,  that  was  due  to  the  first  magis- 
trate. For  that  a  contrary  conduct  had  Involved  the 
late  presidents  of  Congress  in  insuperable  difficulties, 
and  the  office,  (in  this  respect,)  in  perfect  contempt ;  for 
the  table  was  considered  as  a  public  one,  and  every 
person,  who  could  get  introduced,  conceived  that  he 
hadar/^///  to  be  invited  to  it.  This,  although  the 
table  was  always  crowded  (and  with  mixed  company, 
and  the  President  considered  in  no  better  light  than 
as  a  maitre  tfhdiel),  was  in  its  natvire  impracticable, 
and  as  many  offences  given  as  if  no  table  had  been 
-kept. 

f     The  citizens  of  this  place  were  well  knowing  to  this 
fact,  and  the  principal  members  of  Congress  in  both 
Houses  were  so  well  convinced  of  the  impropriety 
_.and    degrading    situation    of    their    President,    that 
Bit  was  the  general    opinion,   that  the    President   of 
the  United  States  should  neither  give  or  receive  in- 
Kvitations ;  some    from   a    belief,   independent  of  the 
circumstances  1  have  mentioned,  that  this  was  fun- 
damentally right  in  order  to  acquire  respect.    But  to 
this  I  had  two  objections,  both  powerful  in  my  mind; 
first,  the  novelty  of  it  I  knew  would  be  considered  as 
an  ostentatious  show  of  mimicry  of  sovereignty  ;  and, 
:condly,  that  so  great  a  seclusion  would  have  stopped 
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the  avenues  to  useful  information  from  the  many,  and 
make  me  more  dependent  on  that  of  the  few.  But  to 
hit  on  a  discriminating  medium  was  found  more  diffi- 
cult than  it  appeared  to  be  at  6rst  view  ;  for,  if  the 
citizens  at  large  were  begun  upon,  no  line  could  be 
drawn  ;  all,  of  decent  appearance,  would  expect  to  be 
invited,  and  t  should  have  been  plunged  at  once  into 
the  evil  I  was  endeavoring  to  avoid.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  was  thought  best  to  confine  my  invitations  to 
official  characters  and  strangers  of  distinction.  This 
line  I  have  hitherto  pursued.  Whether  it  may  be 
found  best  to  adhere  to.  or  depart  from  it.  in  some 
measure  must  be  the  result  of  experience  and  infor- 
mation. 

So  strongly  had  the  citizens  of  this  place  imbibed 
an  idea  of  the  impropriety  of  my  accepting  invitations 
to  dinner,  that  [  have  not  received  one  from  any  fam- 
ily (though  they  are  remarkable  for  hospitality,  and 
though  1  have  received  every  civility  and  attention 
possible  from  them)  since  I  came  to  the  city,  except 
dining  with  the  governor  on  the  day  of  my  arrival ;  so 
that,  if  this  should  be  adduced  as  an  article  of  im- 
peachment, there  can  be  at  least  one  good  reason  ad- 
duced for  my  not  dining  out ;  to  wit.  never  having 
been  asked  to  do  so.  ^tf 

One  of  the  gentlemen,  whose  name  is  mentioned  ™ 
in  your  letter,  though  high-toned,  has  never.  I  believe, 
appeared  with  more  than  two  horses  in  his  carriage'; 

'  A  rqwrthad  gone  kbra«d.  ihai  the  V{ce.Prctidenl  never  sppcued  paUidr 
except  -untk  a  toofk  and  lix  korsft,  which  Dr.  Sluirl  *»\A  wu  creating  mixli 
cxcitcmTiil  in  Virginia,  and  was  pul  forwAirl  hy  Ihc  uppanenti  af  the  coam'ta- 
!ioa  «•  a  p4t>of  ol  Ike  noaaichical  teodency  of  the  govcmioeiit. 
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but  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  ke  and  some  others  have 

■stirred  a  question,  which  has  given  rise  to  so  much 

animadversion,  and  which  I  confess  has  given    me 

much  uneasiness.  lest  it  should  be  supposed  by  some, 

(unacquainted  with  facts,)  that  the  object  they  had  in 

'lew  was  not  displeasing  to  mc.     The  truth  is,  the 

question  was  moved  before  I   arrived,  without  any 

privity  or  knowledge  of  it  on  my  part,  and  urged, 

after  I  was  apprized  of  it,  contrarj' to  my  opinion; 

for  I   foresaw  and  predicted  the  reception  it  has  met 

Hwtth,  and  the  use  that  would  be  made  of  it  by  the 

Kadvcrsaries  of  the  government.     Happily  the  matter 

Bis  now  done  with,  I  hope  never  to  be  revived.' 

'  Tbix  panigntph  relates  to  a  schetnc,  which  had  lately  been  before  CongTcis, 
resficcling  the  title*  by  which  ihy  high  officers  of  government  should  he  ad- 
dressed. "  Nothing  could  citual  the  fnineui  And  disquieittde,"  uJtl  Dr.  Siu- 
ut.  "  oxasioned  by  the  proposition  rcopeijlini;  till&«.  As  it  i*  believed  to  have 
Dtigitiatcd  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Lee.  they  arc  unpopular  to  an  cxircme." 

•The  history  ol  the  prnceedings  on  lhi%  Siuhject  is  briefly  ai  (ollowi : 
A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Senate,  April  33d,  "  to  consider  and  re- 
port wli«t  style  or  Ullo  it  will  lie  proper  to  annex  lo  the  ofBccs  of  President  and 
Vice-Preside n I  of  the  United  Statu."  Richnrd  Henry  Lee  wan  chairman. 
The  ne«(  day  a  committirc  was  appointed  by  the  House  gf  ReprescDlftltTet  to 
confer  with  the  cumtnittee  of  the  Senate  011  the  ^ame  »nb}cct.  T)ii»  joint  com- 
mittee reporteil,  "  That  it  is  improper  to  annc3t  any  style  or  title  to  the  respec- 
tive itylcs  or  dtles  of  office  exprcued  in  the  constitution."  The  report  was 
ynaaimoiuly  adopted  by  the  Houtc,  hut  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 
The  question  waa  then  taken  in  that  body,  whether  the  Preudcol  of  the 
United  State*  thonld  be  addreued  by  the  lUle  of  //it  SrcriJiacy,  which  pauted 
in  ibe  negative,  and  the  subjea  wax  referred  to  another  committee,  of  which 
Lee,  ElUworth.  and  Dr,  Johnson  were  members. 

A  pnpoial  to  the  House  of  RepreKcntatives  lo  confer  witli  tliih  Kecond  com- 
mitCM  bcouifht  on  a  debate,  which  w.15  conducted  with  con^dcrablc  warmth, 
and  wa>  slopped  by  the  previou.i  i|ueiilon,  which  set  the  subject  AMde.  and  it 
was  never  again  brought  forward  in  that  House.  The  committee  of  the  Senate 
reported,  however,  that  it  whm  proper  lo  style  the  Prtiiditnl, //it //igAMfsi 
tkt  PretiJtitt  0/  the  Unittd  Statet  of  Amtrita,  and  Pretetter  9/  tht  Libtr- 
titt  >>f  th*  tarn*.     In  the  meantime  the  lloutenf  Kcpresenta lives  had  addressed 
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The  opposition  of  the  Senate  to  the  discrimination 
in  the  tonnage  bill  was  so  adverse  to  my  ideas  of  jus- 
tice and  policy,  that  I  should  have  suffered  it  to  pass 
silently  into  a  law  without  my  signature,  had  I  not 
been  assured  by  some  members  of  the  Senate,  that 
they  were  preparing  another  bill,  which  would  answer 
the  purpose  more  efifectually  without  being  liable  to 

the  PFCsMcni.  in  reply  to  hisiii&uKviral  speech,  as  Pntidentof  tkt  Vitiltd Ktatts i 
knd  (he  StrnaU*,  (or  the  )iur|ii>ic  of  prcKrvin|;  hannony  with  (be  other  lloaic, 
icsnivcd,  May  ■4lh,  to  (nllmr  its  ccimiile  in  xa  atMrecs  about  to  l>e  made  lo 
the  Prtrsidem,  and  postpoite'l  thr  re]K>r(  of  th«ir  commfttee :  Bgraeuig  «t  die 
same  (line  iti  (he  r«ti>lve,  1)131,  "  Prom  b  dcircnt  reaped  for  the  Dpinim  and 
practice  of  dnlurd  Da(ion!>,  whcthci  under  naDarchical  or  rrpulilican  fomvof 
government,  whose  cuHtom  Is  to  annex  titles  ol  reipecUbility  to  tbe  office  of 
their  chief  mAgistraie,  And  that,  in  intercotirtc  vi(h  foreign  nAiiook,  a  due  re> 
upect  for  the  majesty  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  not  be  hatantcd 
by  an  appcamncL-  of  singularity,  llie  Senate  havcl>e<'ntnd)iced  to  be  of  Opinion, 
that  it  uinmlil  !>c  proper  to  annex  a  respectable  title  totb«  oflicc  of  the  Pmidenl 
of  the  United  State*."  With  thi»  declaration  o(  their  opinion  the  Senate  al- 
lowed the  matter  to  rest,  and  it  was  never  afterwards  m-ivcd.  Senator  McClaj 
was  one  of  (he  most  active  opponents  to  titles,  and  has  left  tbe  falleat  lecord  oil 
the  content  on  this  qiies(ion. 

While  the  subject  wab  thus  solenmly  (rcaled  by  Con|[reut,  k  cuuwd  aiu 
excitement  throughout  the  country.  It  wait  (ttiwuMKd  in  the  gAa«n«s,  but 
ad voctttes  of  titles  found  fcM-  NUpporien.  Uy  these  it  wasaffinned,  howem, 
thai  titles  were  a^  hariii]cs!>  a&  ili<ey  were  necessary,  and  tliai  the  President,  ai 
rcprcscnCin;;  the  majeiiy  of  the  pttrpU,  might  even  be  styled  //ij  Afajttty  with- 
out Tcasonablc  offence  lo  rcpnblican  cars.  Others  said  that  Jfts  Enelinuy 
was  not  a  proper  titLe,  because  it  wasapplieil  to  ofBcei»  below  him.  piuticulatly 
in  the  diplomatic  department.  In  some  of  the  newspapers  the  Preaident  wii 
called  "  Hit  Highnest,  the  PrtsiJeuUG^ntrai."  The  Senate  wan  ilcnominatcd 
NpiI  lionarabtf.KtiA  (he  »anic epithet  was  applied  to  the  manh«rsof  that  body. 
For  instance,  it  ><ra&  published,  that  tlic  M»it  Jf^neraMe  Rufu>  Kin(>  and  tlie 
M<ni  IlonsrabU  Philip  Schuyler  were  appointed  Senators.  And  when  Mn. 
Washin^on  came  (o  New  York,  she  was  accompanied  by  Ihe  "  l^dy  «/ 1^ 
Most  Heaerahle  Robci't  Morrit."  The  Representatives,  and  even  tbe  sccncta. 
Ties  of  the  executive  dcparlments,  were  favored  with  no  higher  title  than  He»- 
orahU.  lu  the  debates  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Clynicr  said  Uiat,  "as  soon  as  a 
man  it  selected  (or  the  public  service,  his  fellow  citiiens  with  a  libeisl  hand 
showered  down  titles  upon  him,  either  fxettlrnty  or  iMioraUt  ;  he  woitld  vn- 
tnre  to  affirm  there  were  more  NotwrahU  Eifttim  in  the  United  Stale*  than  is  I 
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the  objections  and  to  the  consequences,  which  they 
feared\iQ\AA  have  attended  the  discrimination,  which 
was  proposed  in  the  tonnage  law.  Why  they  keep 
their  doors  shut,  when  acting  in  a  legislative  capacity, 
I  am  unable  to  inform  you,  unless  it  is  because  they 
think  there  is  too  much  speaking  to  the  gallerj-  in  the 
other  House,  and  business  thereby  retarded. 

ftll  Ihe  world  bc<iilc5,"  Thctc  sppcirs  noi  lo  have  hccn  n  single  metnhcr  o( 
Uie  HouK  of  Repre*eaUtivci  in  favur  of  tiiles.  The  liabit  of  bcslowinK  tbcm 
gmdualljr  mbnided.  It  wrould  be  ludicmiu  at  the  |iresent  day  to  «t}ix  l)ic  Miper- 
btivc  cpilbet  to*  svnaior'k  name,  and  not  Iosk  so  to  uk  thcanticltmaK  ilatu>r- 
aHe  SrfHirr,  which  prevalto)  during  the  Revolution.  General  Waxliiriiiton  wot 
tcnipat<ni»  to  give  every  iRaaIii«Df[idala[>|ielln[ion,bul  w»s  opposed  to  all  titles 
ts  taxTkt  of  nak  in  \  republican  govcmincnt.  A  person  sent  to  him  a  muu* 
icripl  trcatLH  or  heraldry,  the  ptihjicition  of  which  wm  »upprew«d  by  hi»  advice, 
as  he  thought  its  tcntlcnoy  would  be  hostile  to  the  senliments  of  the  people 
and  nnfavorable  to  libi-tty. 

"  Title*  to  both  the  ('rc<ii'lriit  and  Vice-Prewdent  were  formally  and  noani- 
moudr  condecaned  by  a  vote  of  the  IIoiimi  vt  RepreseatAiive&.  This.  I  hope, 
wiU  ihew  lo  the  fricndii  ut  Kepublicunisiu  thai  oar  new  Govenimcnt  was  not 
meant  10  mb«lilute  either  monarchy  or  aristocracy,  and  that  the  gcnins  of  the 
people  is  as  yet  avene  lo  both," — AfaStan  to  yegenen.  9  May,  J789.  "  The 
•ddtcH  ii  purged,  you  will  observe,  of  all  lilies  whatsoever,  except  the  Conili- 
(ulional  one.  Thii>  point  had  been  pievioutily  drtenninMi  by  a  Report  from  a 
jmnt  commiltee  orti^iiutcil  by  llie  Senate,  for  the  purpose  ol  ictttin^  what,  or 
whether  any,  title*  should  be  annexed  to  the  President  and  Vite-I'Tesidcnl. 
The  Report  wu  unsDimouUy  agreed  to  by  the  Hou«e  of  Rc[;re»enta[ivcs 
prrvious  lo  the  addretn,  I  am  iiorry  lo  find  that  the  Senate  do  not  connu  In 
Ihia  principle  of  dieniticd  simplicity.  They  hove  diugrccd  to  the  Report  of 
the  joint  Committee,  and  have  prnpoiKd  another  consaliation  on  the  &ub)cct. 
The  House  of  Rcprctenta lives  will  auurrdly  ndhere  lo  the  fir^t  determination. 
The  friend*  of  titles  in  the  other  Branch  arc  headed  by  the  Viec-PreMdcnt,  who 
is  seconded  with  all  llie  force  and  urgency  of  nalurxl  IcinpcTby  R.  II.  L[c«]."^ 
MaiUon  to  PtndUton^  10  May,  ijSt),  The  Senate  a^ed  no  title  in  its  answer, 
an  '*  tmttstiou  that  was  extorted.  .  .  .  The  projeeted  title  was.  bis  Highness 
the  President  of  the  Unilcrl  Slates  and  protector  of  ihcir  libertit--^.  Had  ibe 
project  mccccded,  it  would  have  subjected  the  President  to  a  severe  dilemma, 
•nd  given  a  deep  wonnd  toour  infant  (iovernment." — Madiion  to  Jefferson,  33 
May,  1789.  "  J/attorary  litlet  lead  to  p<rmiiMfne  .li'tinctiaHi  and  hfroiilary 
tJtahlithmenti,  these  lo  Monstrout  taxtt,  and  both  to  ibe  ruin  of  liberty. " — Bostott 
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Your  letter  is  the  first  intimation  I  ever  received  of 
any  defect  in  the  title  or  of  any  claim  to  the  land 
called  Claiborn's,  It  is  hardly  to  be  conceived  that 
Philip  Whitehead  Claiborn.  who  was  Brother  (and  as 
you  say  Executor)  to  William  Claiborn.  for  the  pay- 
ment of  whose  debts  it  was  sold,  should  have  joined 
in  the  conveyance  of  land,  to  which  he  himself  had  a 
ri)^ht  by  entail.  Admit  this,  and  bad  motives  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  action  ;  viz.,  a  knowledge  that  his 
son,  if  the  entail  was  good,  would  not  be  barred  by 
his  conveyance,  if  no  net  of  Assembly  or  writ  of  ad 
quod  animum  had  previously  docked  it.  Such  a  sus- 
picion I  cannot  harbor  of  that  Gentleman,  because  he 
possessed  an  exceeding  fair  character.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection  tliere  are  some  papers  in  the  gar- 
ret at  Mount  Vernon,  which  belong  to  the  estate  O^M 
Mr.  Custis.  In  making  a  hasty  arrangement  of  my" 
own  I  came  across  and  had  them  put  into  a  trunk  or 
box  by  themselves.  From  a  cursor)'-  inspection  they  i 
appeared  altogether  unimportant,  or  I  should  havefl 
sent  them  to  you  ;  and  in  another  trunk  in  my  study 
there  are  papers  which  relate  to  my  accounts  and 
transactions  with  that  estate.  Possibly  (for  it  is  not 
very  probable,)  you  may  find  something  in  one  or  the 
other  of  those  that  may  be  useful.  If  in  the  first,  |H 
wish,  if  they  are  deserving  of  the  carriage,  that  you 
would  take  them  home  The  others  may  be  necessary 
for  my  own  security,  and  therefore  1  would  not  have 
them  removed.  The  decree  of  King  William's  Court 
will  not.  I  fear  avail  much,  for  I  do  not  conceive  that 
it  could  extend  (if  there  was  an  entail  in  force)  \^i 
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yond  the  life  of  William  Claiborn  if  then  living,  or 
that  Phil.  Claiborn's  act  could  bind  his  son.  Your 
trouble  in  this  and  the  other  disputes  with  Mr.  Custis's 
:state  I  perceive  will  be  very  great.  That  your  suc- 
cess may  be  correspondent  I  sincerely  wish.  We  shall 
be  anxious  after  the  decisions  to  learn  the  result 

I  am  mistaken  greatly,  if  1  did  not  in  the  year  1778 
convey  both  the^King  William  and  the  King  and 
Queen  lands  to  Mr.  Custis  by  deeds  executed  at 
amp  before  Colonels  Harrison,  Mead,  and  many 
others  as  witnesses  to  prove  it  in  the  General  Court, 
and  this  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Custis.  If  it  was  not 
received  for  want  of  due  proof,  1  am  ready  to  reac- 
knowledge  the  same  deed,  or  a  copy  of  it,  for  I  recol- 
lect (pretty  well)  taking  the  opinion  of  Col.  Harrison 
upon  the  nature  of  the  conveyance — and  if  my  mem- 
ory has  not  failed  me  you  will  find  some  mention  of 
the  matter  in  one  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Custis  which 
you  called  upon  me  some  time  ago  to  authenticate. 

Mr.  Dandridge  gave  me  an  order  upon  Mr.  Brown 
(of  Kentucky)  for  ;^8oo  to  be  applied  if  received  to 

I  the  credit  of  Mr.  Custis's  Estate  but  the  order  was 
protested,  and  Mr.  Dandridge  had  been  advertised 
thereof, 
Nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure,  than  to 
serve  any  of  the  descendants  of  General  Nelson, 
of  whose  merits,  when  living,  no  man  could  entertain 
a  higher  opinion  than  I  did.  At  the  same  time  I 
must  confess,  there  are  few  persons  of  whom  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge,  or  good  information,  that 
1  would  take  into  my  family,  where  many  quali5ca- 
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tions  are  necessary  to  fit  them  for  the  duty  of  it ;  t< 
wit,  a  good  address,  abilities  above  mediocrity,  secrec] 
and  prudence,  attention  and  industry,  good  temper, 
and  a  capacity  and  disposition  to  write  correctly  and 
well  and  to  do  it  obligingly.  fl 

Most  clerkships  will,  I  presume,  cither  by  law  or^ 
custom,  be  left  to  the  appointment  of  their  principals 
in  office.  Little  expectation  therefore  could  Mr. 
Nelson,  or  any  stranger,  have  from  this  source. 
This  latter  consideration,  added  to  the  desire  I  feel 
of  serving  the  son  of  my  old  friend  and  acquaintance, 
has  induced  me  at  all  hazards  to  offer  Mr.  Thoma^y 
Nelson,  his  son,  a  place  in  my  family.  ^H 

I   shall  not  trouble  yo\i  with    legislative  or  any 
other  accounts,  which  are  detailed  in  the  papers,  but 
that  I  have  sent  you  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  as 
far  as  they  have  been  published  and  handed  to  me. 
If  the   successor   of    Mr.    Richards   would   get  the 
Federal  Gazette,  published  by  Fciino.  from  this  city^l 
it  would  enable  him  to  collect  as  much  information^^ 
of  what  is  passing  on  the  theatre  of  New  York,  as  he 
could  extract  from  all  the  other  papers  of  the  place 
(and  they  are  very  numerous),  were  he  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  them.     My  best  wishes  attend  Mrs.  Stuart 
and  all  the  family ;  and  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affeo^d 
tionate  friend  and  servant.'  ^B 

'  The  first  appointinciil  submitlcd  10  Uie  Senate  by  the  Presidenl  wu  tktt 
of  William  Short  to  be  in  charge  of  the  American  lcc>iion  in  PkHs,  dnhng 
the  atticnce  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  minister  under  the  confcdrruioa.  The 
nomination  wat  made  on  June  I61h,  and  confinn'cd  on  (he  lEIth.  On  AvgU) 
3d,  t  long  list  of  njipointmcnta  in  the  revenue  service  wiu  submitted,  and  t^ 
Senate  acted  upuii  Iheni,  tejctling  but  one — the  nominatian  of  HcnJBaua 
Fishbouro  nt  naval  officer  for  the  port  of  Snntnnoh.     Id  sentling  in  the  DaEna, 
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^^^^^^B  Nkw  9  August.  7789. 

HMvdear  StR, 

^  In  consequence  of  the  enclosed  resolution,  I  had  a 
conference  with  the  committee  therein  named  yester- 
day, when  I  expressed  the  sentiments,  which  you  also 
have  enclosed. 

K  I  was  assured  by  the  committee,  that  the  only 
object  the  senate  had  in  view  was  to  be  informed  of 
the  mode  of  communication  which  would  be  most 
agreeable  to  the  President,  and  that  a  perfect  acqui- 
escence would  be  yielded  thereto.  But  I  could 
plainly  perceive,  notwithstanding,  that  oral  com- 
munication was  the  point  they  aimed  at.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  candidly  declared,  that  a  great 
object  with  him,  in  wishing  this,  was  to  effect  a  viva 
voce  vote  in  that  body.  He  added,  however,  that  he 
was  not  without  hopes  of  accomplishing  this  without. 
To  this  I  replied,  finding  all  three  were  opposed  to 

I     the   balloting   system,    that   nothing  would   sooner 

Binduce  me  to  relinquish  my  mode  of  nomination  by 
written    messages,    than    to    accomplish    this    end. 

^Thus  the  matter  stands  for  my  further  consideration. 

"  What  do  you  think  I  had  best  do  ?  I  am  willing 
to  pursue  that  line  of  conduct,  which  shall  appear  to 

of  Lachtftii  Mcintosh  as  his  ntbstilute.  Washington  showed  that  Ihe  rcjKlion 
bad  not  «  little  inuched  him.  "  I'ermir  me  10  mlicnit  to  your  cooftidtnalion, 
whether  on  occuJoiis,  whcTr  tlie  propriety  of  a  nominnlion  appears  quexliatiable 
to  you,  it  wouH  not  be  expedient  to  comniuiitcmte  that  drcuniKtancc  to  me, 
»<!  thereby  avail  youraelve*  of  th«  infomialion  which  led  me  to  make  them 
fend  whicb  I  would  with  picwtire  Uy  before  you."  And  he  proceeded  to  pivc 
his  reasoM  for  natuini;  FJ^ihbouin. — Mtttagt,  6  August,  [7S9. 
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be    most   conducive    to    the    public    good,    without     J 
regard  to  the  indulgence  of  my  inclination,  which,  I 
confess,  and  for  other  reasons  in  addition  to  those 
which  are  enumerated,  although  they  are  secondary, 
would  not  be  gratified  by  personal  nominations.'        ^M 

The  period  is  now  arrived,  when  the  seat  of  the™ 
vacant  judge  in  the  western  district  is  to  be  filled. 
Would  Colonel  Carrington,  do  you  think,  be  pleased 
with  this  appointment  ?     Or  arc  you  acquainted  with 
any  professional  character  of  fitness  for  the  office 
south  of  New  Jersey,  that  would  accept  it  ?' 

I    have   had   some   conversation    with    Mr.    Jaj 


*  A  motion  had  been  made  in  (ho  Senate  on  the  3d  ol  Aogut  pr 
chat  in  place  of  cSetenninlng  upon  o  nomination  by  ballot,  a^  settled  bjr  a  . 
adopted  June  tSih,  same  other  mode  sliould  be  adopted,  like  a  vifa  vote  vale ; 
but  the  nkuticm  wa«  ImL  On  the  5th  uf  August  anulhci  inolion  was  mode, 
"  That  it  i«  the  opinion  of  the  Sennle.  that  their  advice  and  content  to  the 
appointment  of  officers  nhould  be  ([ivcD  in  the  pretence  of  the  Prcsidenl.'* 
Tbi»  motion  was  ]>o»tpuned  to  the  next  day,  wbeo  it  wat  ordered,  "  That  Mr. 
tiard.  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Carroll  be  ■  committee  to  wail  on  the  Presidttil  el 
the  United  States,  and  confer  with  him  on  the  mode  of  communication  pmpar 
to  be  pnnued  between  him  anil  the  Senate  in  the  (Annation  of  irealies,  aad 
making  appoinlmentk  to  ofTices."  The  committee  accordingly  waited  on  the 
President,  and  had  the  confctence  mentioned  in  the  above  letter. 

In  regard  to  Ireatic*,  a  practice  wot  at  fi.nl  begun,  which  was  not  puraved. 
On  the  2i>t  of  Aufiust,  the  follow  inn  lue^saiie  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  "  The 
President  of  the  United  Suics  will  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  chamber,  u 
hal(>pasl  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  to  advise  with  tliem  on  ihe  terms  of  the 
treaty  to  lie  uegoliated  with  the  inuthern  Indians."  He  accordingly  look  kit 
icai  in  the  Senate,  attended  by  General  Knox,  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  for  two 
day*  in  uicceuion,  wIicd  the  outlineii  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
were  di>cns>ed.  Dut  thi«  practice,  lieinjj  found  iaconvenienl.  and  uibjed  to 
various  objcctinns,  particularly  in  regard  lo  Irealic*  with  foreign  powws*  was 
won  discutiiinued. — Sior^t  CofimtHtarier,  vol.  iii..  p.  371. 

'  On  the  18th  the  futlowLng  numiiiatioa*  for  the  several  offices  tn  the  Weaiera 
Territory  were  som  to  the  Senate:  for  Governor,  Arthur  St.  Clair;  (m 
Secretary,  Winthrop  Sei^eant :  Judges,  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  John  Clcit 
Symmcs,  and  William  Barton. 
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■respecting  his  views  to  office,  which  I  wilt  communi- 
cate to  you  at  our  first  interview  ;  and  this,  if  perfectly 
convenient  and  agreeable  to  you,  may  be  this  after- 
noon, as  I  shall  be  at  home,  and  expect  no  company. 

I!  am  yours  afiectionately. 
ENTIMENTS     EXPRESSED     BY     THE     PRESIDENT    TO    THE 
COMMITTEE    FROM    THE   SENATE,    APPOINTED   TO   CON- 
FER   WITH    HIM    ON    THE    MODE    OF    COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE   SENATE  RESPECT- 
ING TREATIES  AND  NOMINATIONS. 
Augul  Stit,  1789. 
In  all  matters  respecting  Treaties,  oral  communications  seem 
indispensably  necessary  ;  because  in  these  a  variety  of  matters  are 
contained,  all  of  which  not  only  require  consideration,  but  some 
of  them  may  nndcrgo  much  discussion ;  to  do  which  by  written 
communications  would  be  tedious  without  being  satisfactory. 

Oral  communtcatioTis  may  be  proper,  also,  for  discussing  the 
propriety  of  sending  representatives  10  foreign  courts,  and  ascer- 
taining the  grade,  or  character,  in  which  they  are  to  appear,  and 
may  be  so  in  other  cases. 

But  it  may  be  asked  whert  are  these  oral  communications  to 
be  made  ?  If  in  the  Sen  ate -chamber,  how  arc  the  President  and 
Vice-President  to  be  arranged?  the  latter  by  the  constitution 
being  ex^gUio  President  of  the  Senate.  Would  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent be  disposed  to  give  up  the  chair  ?  If  not,  ought  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  to  be  placed  in  an  awkward  situation 
when  there  ?  These  arc  matters,  which  require  previous  con- 
sideration and  adjustment  for  meetings  in  the  Senate-chamber  or 
elsewhere. 

With  respect  to  nominations,  my  present  ideas  arc,  that,  as  they 
point  to  a  single  object,  unconnected  in  its  nature  with  any  other 
object,  they  had  best  be  made  by  written  messages.     In  this  case 
e  acts  of  the  President  and  the  acts  of  the  Senate  will  stand 

Upon  clear,  distinct,  and  responsible  ground. 
"7 
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Indepcndenlly  of  this  consideration,  it  could  be  no  pleasing 
thing,  I  conceive,  for  ibe  President,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  present 
and  hear  the  propriety^  of  his  Dominations  questioned,  nor  for  the 
Senate,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  under  the  sraaltest  restraint  from 
his  presence  from  the  fullest  and  freest  inquiry  into  the  character 
of  the  person  nominated.  The  President,  in  a  situation  like  this, 
would  be  reduced  to  one  of  two  things  ;  either  to  be  a  silent  wit- 
ness of  the  decision  by  ballot,  if  there  are  objections  to  the  nomi- 
nation, or  in  justification  thereof  (if  he  should  think  it  right)  to 
support  it  by  argument ;  neither  of  which  might  be  agreeable,  and 
the  latter  improper  ;  for,  as  the  President  has  a  right  to  nominate 
without  assigning  his  reasons,  so  has  the  Senate  a  right  lo  dissent 
without  giving  theirs. 


SENTIMENTS      DELIVERED      BY      THE      PRESIDENT      AT      A      SBCOKD^ 

CONFERENCE    WITH    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE 

SENATE,    AUGUST    TO,    1789, 

The  President  has  the  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties  and  to  appoint  officers.  j 

The  Senate,  when  this  power  is  exercised,  is  evidently  a  councO  ' 
only  to  the  President,  however  its  concurrence  may  be  to  his  acts. 
It  seems  incident  to  this  relation  between  them,  that  not  only  the 
time,  but  ttic  plaee  and  mantur  of  consultation,  should  be  with  the 
President.  It  is  probable,  that  the  place  may  vary.  The  indis- 
position or  inclination  of  the  President  may  require,  that  the 
Senate  should  be  summoned  to  the  President's  house.  Whenever 
the  government  shall  have  buildings  of  its  own,  an  executive^ 
chamber  will  no  doubt  be  provided,  where  the  Senate  will 
{{enerally  attend  (lie  President.  It  is  not  impossible,  that  the 
place  may  be  made  to  depend  in  some  degree  on  the  nature  off 
the  business.  In  the  appointment  to  offices,  the  agency  of  the 
Senate  is  purely  executive,  and  they  may  be  summoned  to  the 
President.  In  treaties,  the  agency  is  perhaps  as  much  of  i 
legislative  nature,  and  the  business  may  possibly  be  referred  to 
their  deliberations  in  Lheir  legislative  chamber.  The  occasion 
for  this  distinction  will  be  lessened  if  not  destroyed,  when  a 
chamber  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  joint  business  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Senate, 
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I  The  manner  of  consultation  may  also  vary.  The  indisposition 
of  the  President  may  supersede  the  mere  question  of  convenicncy. 
The  inclination  or  ideas  of  different  Presidents  may  be  different 
The  opinions,  both  of  President  and  Senators,  as  to  the  proper 
manner,  may  be  changed  by  experience.  In  some  kinds  of  busi- 
ness it  may  be  found  best  for  the  President  to  make  his  proposi- 
tions ora.lIy  and  in  person,  in  others  by  a  n-ritten  message.  Oo 
some  occasions  it  may  be  most  convenient,  that  the  President 
■should  attend  the  deliberations  and  decisions  on  his  propositions  ; 
On  others  that  he  should  not ;  or  that  he  should  not  attend  the 
whole  of  the  time.  In  other  cases,  again,  as  in  treaties  of  a  com- 
plicated nature,  it  may  happen,  that  he  will  send  his  propositions 
in  writing,  and  consult  the  Senate  in  person  after  time  shall  have 
been  allowed  for  consideration.  Many  other  varieties  may  be 
suggested  as  to  the  mode  by  practice. 

If  these  remarks  be  just,  it  would  seem  not  amiss,  that  the 
Senate  should  accommodate  their  rules  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
particular  mode  and  place,  that  may  be  preferred,  providing  for 
the  reception  of  either  oral  or  written  propositions,  and  for  giving 
their  consent  and  advice  in  cither  the  presence  or  abienee  of  the 
President,  leaving  him  free  to  use  the  mode  and  place,  that  may 
be  found  most  eligible  and  accordant  with  other  business,  which 
[saay  be  before  him  at  the  time.' 

'  •■  IH  StNATE,  August  aUt.  17B9. 
'  The  coininittee  appointed  lo  wait  on  the  PreMclenI  of  the  United  SiKtes, 
[•nd  confer  with   him  on  Ihe  mode  of  crommutii  union  proper  to  he  pursued 
between  him  and  Ihe  Senate  in  the  formation  of  trratie«,  and  making  appO'Inl- 
menii  to  ujlicct,  reported  ;  which  report  wiu  agreed  10  nx  follows. 

"Reiolvtd,  Thkt  when  nominations  Khali  be  made  in  writing  by  the  President 
of  the  United  St«l»  to  Ihe  Senate,  a  futuTC  day  hHoII  he  assigned,  unleu  (he 
Senate  sh«]I  direa  olhcrwiic.  for  taking  ihcm  into  consider«tion  :  thai  when 
the  President  of  the  United  Slatei  <>ha]l  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Sena  I  e -chain  her, 
ihc  President  of  Ihe  Senate  ihall  have  a  chnir  on  Ihe  flour,  l>e  cocixidered  at  at 
th«  hmd  of  the  Senate,  and  hi»  chnir  <hall  be  utigned  Cq  the  I'resident  of  the 
Uaiievl  Suits ;  thai,  when  the  Senate  shall  be  convened  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Suies  at  any  other  place,  the  Prc*ident  of  the  Senate  and  Seniton 
ih*ll  attend  at  the  place  appointed.  The  Bccretary  of  the  Senate  shall  aUo 
attend  to  uke  the  minutes  of  (he  Senate  ;  that  alt  questions  shall  be  put  hy  (he 
Prcsiileni  of  Ihe  Senate,  either  in  ihe  presence  or  absence  of  the  President  of 
(he  United  States,  and  the  Senators  shall  signify  their  asscnl  or  diasent  by  an- 
■wering  Mim  VMt  AV  or  No." 
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TO  JAMES  MADtSOK. 
[CONFIOENTIAL.] 

The  points  which  at  present  occur  to  me,  and  on 
which  I  wish  your  aid,  are  brought  to  view  in  the 
inclosed  statement — I  give  you  the  trouble  of  re- 
ceiving this  evening  that  you  may  (if  other  matter 
do  not  interfere)  suffer  them  to  run  through  your 
mind  between  this  and  to-morrow  afternoon  when  1 
shall  expect  to  see  you  at  the  appointed  time. 
Besides  the  enclosed 

Would  it  do  now  that  Mr.  Barton  has  declined  the 
judge's  Seat  (Western  Territory)  to  nominate  Col. 
Carrington  for  that  office? — If  not,  can  you  think  of 
any  other  that  would  suit  him,  of  new  creation  ;  by 
this  I  mean,  which  has  not  an  actual  occupant,  or 
some  who,  from  similarity  of  Office,  may  have  better 
pretensions  to  it. 

Can  you  bring  to  mind  any  fit  character  for  (he 
vacancy  just  mentioned  (West  of  New  Jersey).  As 
Virga.  has  given  and  may  furnish  characters  for  im- 
portant offices,  probably  it  would  be  better  to  exclude 
her  also  on  this  occasion. 

What  sort  of  a  character  in  point  of  respectability 
and  fitness  for  this  office  has  Maj.  [George]  Turner 
late  of  S.  Carolina,  now  of  Philadelphia  ?' 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Mr. 
Lawrence — a  practicing  attorney,  and  son-in-law  to 
General  St.  Clair  ? 


'  September    Illh   Geoige    Turner   was    nomiaalcd,   to    place  o(    Bartooi 
declined. 


1789]  GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  411 

H  What  can  I  do  with  A[rthur]  L[ee]?  He  has  ap- 
plied to  be  nominated  one  of  the  Associate  Judges, 
but  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  adopt  the  request. 
The  opinion  entertained  of  hinri  by  those  with  whom 

f  I  am  most  conversant,  is  unpropitious.  and  yet  few 
men  have  received  more  marks  of  public  favor  and 
confidence  than  he  has.     These  contradictions  are 

_  embarrassing. 

■  Should  the  sense  of  the  Senate  be  taken  on  the 
propriety  of  sending  public  characters  abroad — say, 

Kto  England,  Holland,  and  Portugal  ?     And  of  a  day 

for  thanksgiving  ? 
—^      Would  it  be  well  to  advise  with  them  before  the 
^adjournment,  on  the  expedi(::ncy  and  justice  of  de* 

manding  a  surrender  of  our  Posts  ? 

■  Being  clearly  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
difference  in  the  Wages  of  the  Members  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  would  it  be  politic  or 
prudent  in  the  President,  when  the  Bill  comes  to 
him,  to  send  it  back  with  his  reasons  for  non 
concurring  ? 


TO    BENJAMIN    LINCOLN. 

New  Vokk,  (i  Augutt,  1789. 


V^EAR  Sir, 

B      On   the   15th  of  September  next  there  is  to  be  a 

"  treaty  held  in   the  State  of   Georgia,  between    the 

Indians  on  the  Southern  frontiers  and  Commissioners 

Ion  the  part  of  Georgia.  At  this  treaty  there  will  be  a 
numerous  and  respectable  concourse  of  Indians:  two, 
and  some  say  three  thousand.  Their  famous  Counsel- 
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lor,  the  noted  McGillivray,  is  to  be  present  at  it;  and  it 
is  now  in  agitation,  and  a  bill  is  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  that  purpose,  to  appoint  Commis' 
sioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  attend  at 
this  treaty,  to  establish  a  permanent  and  lasting  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians  on  the 
Southern  &  Western  frontiers. — It  is  nccessar)-.  in 
a  matter  of  such  importance  to  this  country,  that  ^j 
these  Commissioners  should  be  persons  who  have  ^| 
been  known  in  public  life,  and  who  are  very  respecta- 
ble characters, — and  if  to  these  two  circumstances 
could  be  added,  their  being  held  in  high  estimation 
in  the  Southern  States,  without  being  inhabitants  of  ^j 
any  of  them,  it  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing,--^| 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  my  wish  that  you 
should  be  one  of  these  Commissioners  ; — and  I  have 
therefore  given  you  this  early  intimation  of  the  mat- 
ter that  you  might  (if  it  should  be  determined   to 
appoint  Commissioners,  and  is  agreeable  to  you,  and 
can  be  made  to  comport  with  your  present  office)  be 
making  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  you  to  be 
at  New  York  and  ready  to  embark  for  Georgia,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  September  ;  and  with  an  ^ 
expectation  of  being  absent  3  or  4  months.  ^| 

You  will  make  up  your  mind  on  this  matter,  and  ^^ 
give  me  an  answer  by  the  first  post  after  you  receive 
this,  as  you  see  no  time  is  to  be  lost,  for  it  is  abso-  ^j 
lutely  necessary  that  the  Commissioners  should  be  on  ^| 
the  spot  the  15th  of  September  to  prevent  the  enor- 
mous expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  detaining 
such  a  numerous  body  of  Indians  for  any  time,— 


the  meantime  you  will  keep  this  intimation  to  your- 
self, for  in  the  first  place  it  is  not  certain  that  Com- 
missioners will  be  appointed — And  if  they  should 
other  circumstances  might  render  a  concealment  of 
I  this  intimation  proper.'     1  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 


'  Alcxmdcr  McGiUivny,  who  controlled  the  Creek  IndUns.  wa»  the  son  *A  i 
torv  inhahiunt  of  GeorgiA.  ami  a  principal  voman  of  the  Creek  nation.  He 
had  fccetvci]  an  English  education,  and  his  ability  and  ainbilion  were  great 
and  *tuupened  b/  a  retcntmenl  agatnil  Georgia,  which  had  conliscitred  hi* 
c«tate»  in  the  talc  wai.  On  the  signing  of  peace  at  I'am,  he  had  prnpoied  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  to  the  Spanish  Govemoi  o(  Penaacola  (Anbtir 
O'Neal  or  O'Neil),  ihiiti  virtually  peeking  the  protection  of  Spain,  and  even 
hinting  at  a  scpaiatiun  of  the  Wet^tecn  tciritory,  non-  rapidly  being  colonized 
from  the  Atlantic  Stateii,  from  the  Confedemlion, — Cayarre,  I^uisiana  undtr 
tht  SpoHitk  D^minatiim.  158.  I59.  A  treaty  wait  made,  and  the  i>toliu  of  the 
roulliDg  cotnmcfce,  carried  on  as  a  monopoly  under  Spanish  protection,  cen> 
Ired  in  (ircat  Urilarn.  one  of  the  Bnboina^  being  the  place  of  deposit.  The 
validity  of  certain  treaties  of  cession  msdc  between  Geo^ln  and  the  Creeks 
rc*n]le<I  in  hmiiliticA-,  and  the  Continental  Conitce«i.  (iS  July,  17B8)  notified  the 
Indians  that  "sliould  ibey  peniit  in  refusing  to  enter  into  a  iieuty  upon 
retaonohle  terms,  the  arms  of  the  United  Stales  shail  he  called  forth  for  the 
protection  of  that  frontier."  A  condition  of  war  and  the  un(nl61led  threat  of 
Conpea  were  forced  upon  Ihc  ntlcniion  of  Washington. 

In  Aogul,  t7Sg,  the  President  look  counsel  of  CoD(rcaa  in  Ihe  mattsr,  tad 
Scnjainin  Lincoln,  Cyrus  Oritiin,  and  David  Humphrcyi  were  named  Cammi*- 
sionen  to  treat  with  the  southern  Imlians,  the  "  fiist  great  object  of  their  mis- 
sion" beinj;  to  effeci  peace  between  Georgia  and  iheCieeks.  "On  your  success 
Buteriftlly  dcpcndi  the  internal  peace  of  Georgia,  and  probably  its  attachment 
to  the  General  Govcmtncnl  of  the  United  Stales."  Every  effort  was  to  be 
made  to  detach  McGUlsvray  from  hia  Spanish  alliance  and  make  him  a  worm 
friend  of  the  United  Slates.  (The  full  inatmctions  may  be  found  in  Amtritan 
State  Paprri.  Indian  Affairt,  i..  ^.)  The  mission  ended  in  a  total  failure  so 
far  OS  tlie  Creeks  were  concerned,  and  Ihe  cum  missioned  laid  the  entire  blame 
on  McGillivray,  a  penuuncr  of  Spain,  who  seemed  to  be  influenced  by  his 
private  inleretts.  For  in  August.  1790,  when  he,  with  some  of  the  kings  and 
head  men  of  the  Creeks  came  to  New  V'uck  and  entered  Into  negotiations  for  a 
treaty,  ihe  trade  problems  were  the  most  difficult  to  solve.  TUi  trade  of  the 
Creeks,  amooniing  to  /13.000  a  year,  was  entirety  in  the  hands  of  Hritish 
merchants  who  enjoyed  special  privileges  in  .Spanish  port*.  "  As  the  trade  of 
the  Indiana  is  a  main  mean  of  their  political  management,  it  is  ihetefore 
obvious,  that  the  United  Slatn  cannot  poMoa  any  security  for  the  performnnce 
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TO   JAMES   CRAIK. 

New  YOBK.  3  September,  (789. 

Dear  Sir. 

The  letter,  with  which  you  favored  me  on  the  24th 
ultimo  came  duly  to  hand,  and  for  the  friendly  senti- 
ments contained  in  it  you  have  my  sincere  and  hearty 
thanks. 

My  disorder  was  of  long  and  painful  continuance, 
and.  though  now  freed  from  the  latter,  the  wound 
given  by  the  incision  is  not  yet  closed.  Persuaded  as 
I  am.  that  the  case  has  been  treated  with  skill,  and 
with  as  much  tenderness  as  the  nature  of  the  com-  ^ 
plaint  would  admit,  yet  I  confess  I  often  wished  for  fl 
your  inspection  of  it.  During  the  paroxysm,  the  ' 
distance  rendered  this  impracticable,  and  after  the 
paroxysm  had  passed,  I  had  no  conception  of  being 
confined  to  a  lying  posture  on  one  side  six  weeks. 
and  that  I  should  feel  the  remains  of  it  more  than 
twelve.  The  part  affected  is  now  reduced  to  the  size 
of  a  barley-corn,  and  by  Saturday  next,  which  will 
complete  the  thirteenth  week,  I  expect  it  will  be 
skinned  over.  Upon  the  whole,  I  have  more  reason 
to  be  thankful,  that  it  is  no  worse,  than  to  repine  at 
the  confinement. 

The  want  of  regular  exercise,  with  the  cares  of 
office,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  hasten  my  departure  for 
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trratics  with  the  Creeki,  while  their  trade  b  liabk  to  li«  tntemipted  orwitk 
held,  at  th«  caprice  o!  two  foreign  powen-  Hence  it  becomes  an  objectfll 
real  imporlnnce  Co  (tirm  new  channels  (or  the  commeTcc  of  the  Creeks  throat 
the  United  States." — lVai*i»f*i*it'j  Mmogt  to  the  St'tau,  4  Avenst,  1790. 
Three  da>-s  later  a  lieaiy  was  sent  to  the  Senate  which  was  iotendeil  to  da« 
nil  controvcnic*  with  thai  nation,  and  would  have  done  so,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  eflorts  of  the  Spanish  authonttes  to  defeat  its  executioB. 
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that  country  from  whence  no  traveller  returns;  but  a 
faithful  discharge  of  whatsoever  trust  I  accept,  as  It 
ever  has,  so  it  always  will  be,  the  primary  considera- 
tion in  every  transaction  of  my  life,  be  the  conse- 
quences what  they  may.  Mrs.  Washington  has.  I 
think,  better  health  than  usual,  and  the  children  are 
well  and  in  the  way  of  improvement. 

I  always  expected,  that  the  gentleman,  whose  name 
you  have  mentioned,  would  mark  his  opposition  to 
the  new  government  with  consistency.  Pride  on  the 
one  hand,  and  want  of  manly  candor  on  the  other 
will  not,  1  am  certain,  let  him  acknowledge  an  error 
in  his  opinions  respecting  it,  though  conviction  should 
flash  on  his  mind  as  strongly  as  a  ray  of  light.  If 
certain  characters,  which  you  have  also  mentioned, 
should  tread  blindfold  in  his  steps,  it  would  be  mat- 
ter of  no  wonder  to  me.  They  are  in  the  habit  of 
thinking  that  ever)'thing  he  says  and  does  is  right, 
and  (if  capable)  they  will  not  judge  for  themselves. 

It  gives  mc  pleasure  to  hear,  and  I  wish  you  to 

express  it  to  them,  that  my   nephews  George  and 

Lawrence  Washington  are  attentive  to  their  studies, 

and  obedient  to  your  orders  and  admonition.     That 

kind  of  learning,  which  is  to  fit  them  for  the  most 

useful  and  necessary  purposes  of  life,  among  which 

I  writing  well,  arithmetic,  and  the  less  abstruse  branches 

rof  the  mathematics  are  certainly  to  be  comprehended, 

ought  to  be   particularly  attended  to,  and  it  is  my 

k  earnest  wish  that  it  should  be  so. 

The  gazettes  are  so  full  of  the  occurrences  of  public, 
indeed  a  private  nature,  which  happen  in  this 
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place  that  it  is  unnecessar>',  (if  I  had  more  leisure 
than  falls  to  my  lot,)  to  attempt  a  repetition.  I  shall 
therefore  refer  you  to  them,  or  to  the  Alexandria 
paper,  through  which  they  may,  if  pains  arc  taken, 
be  retailed  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  rest  of  the 
family  join  me  in  every  good  and  friendly  wish  for 
Mrs.  Craik,  yourself  and  the  rest  of  your  family ;  and 
with  sentiments  of  sincere  regard  and  friendship,  1^ 
am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO    MRS.    BETTY    LEWIS. 

New  York,  13  September.  11 

My  dear  Sister, 

Colonel  Ball's'  letter  gave  me  the  first  accoun 
my  mother's  death.'     Since  that  I  have  received  Mrs. 
Carter's  letter,  written  at  your  request,  and  previoi 
to  both  I  was  prepared  for  the  event  by  some  advit 
of  her  illness  communicated  to  your  son  Robert. 

Awful  and  affecting  as  the  death  of  a  parent  is," 
there  is  consolation  in  knowing,  chat  heaven  has 
spared  ours  to  an  age  beyond  which  few  attain,  and 
favored  her  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  her  mental 
faculties,  and  as  much  bodily  strength  as  usually  falls 
to  the  lot  of  four  score.  Under  these  considerations, 
and  a  hope  that  she  is  translated  to  a  happier  place, 
it  is  the  duty  of  her  relatives  to  yield  due  submission 
to  the  decrees  of  the  Creator.  When  I  was  last  at 
Fredericksburg.  I  took  a  final  leave  of  my  mother, 
never  expecting  to  see  her  more. 

■  BuTge»  Ball. 

'  Mary  Wastungtoa  died  at  Krcderickkborg,  Aoguit  agth,  1789,  ia  the 
ei|{hly>thii(]  yeAT  of  hct  age.  She  hod  been  11  widow  forly-sik  jreart.  General 
Waxhinglon'k  father  died  on  the  I2lh  of  April,  1743. 
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It  will  be  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance,  and 
circumstanced  as  I  am.  to  give  the  smallest  attention 
to  the  execution  of  her  will ;  nor  indeed  is  much  re- 
quired, if,  as  she  directs,  no  security  should  be  given, 
or  appraisement  made  of  her  estate;  but  that  the 
same  should  be  allotted  to  the  devisees  with  as  little 
^trouble  and  delay  as  may  be.  How  far  this  is  legal. 
know  not.  Mr.  Mercer  can,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
would,  readily  advise  you  if  asked,  which  I  wish  you 
to  do.  If  the  ceremony  of  inventorying,  appraising. 
&c.  can  be  dispensed  with,  all  the  rest,  (as  the  will 
declares  that  few  or  no  debts  are  owing,)  can  be  done 
with  very  little  trouble.  Every  person  may  in  that 
case  immediately  receive  what  is  specifically  devised. 
The  negroes  who  are  engaged  in  the  crops  and  under 
an  overseer,  must  remain  I  conceive  on  the  planta- 
tion until  the  crop  is  finished  (which  ought  to  be  as 
soon  as  possible),  after  which  the  horses,  stock  of  all 
sorts,  and  every  species  of  property- not  disposed  of 
by  the  will,  (the  debts  if  any  being  first  paid)  must  by 
law  be  equally  divided  into  five  parts,  one  of  which 
you,'  another  my  brother  Charles  and  a  third  myself 
are  entitled  to,  the  other  two  thirds  fall  to  the  share  of 
the  children  of  our  deceased  brothers  Samuel  and  J  ohn. 
Were  it  not.  that  the  specific  legacies,  which  are 
given  to  me  by  the  will,  are  meant  and  ought  to  be 
considered  and  received  as  mementos  of  parental 
■affection,  in  the  last  solemn  act  of  life,  I  should  not 
^P>e  desirous  of  receiving  or  removing  them ;  but  in 

^B  '  As  link  Washington  was  possessed  of  the  negroes  only  during  tier  life,  her 
husband  having  disposed  of  them  by  will  after  her  dealh,  Mrs.  Lewis  was  not 
CRtiUcd  to  any  part  of  them. 
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this  point  of  view  I  set  a  value  on  them  much  beyond 
their  intrinsic  worth. 

Whilst  it  occurs  to  me.  ii  is  necessary  it  should  be 
known  that  there  is  a  fellow  belonging  to  that  estate 
now  at  my  house,  who  never  stayed  elsewhere,  for 
which  reason,  and  because  he  has  a  family  I  should 
be  glad  to  keep  him.  He  must  I  should  conceive  be 
far  short  in  value  of  the  fifth  of  the  other  negroes 
which  will  be  to  be  divided,  but  I  shall  be  content  to 
take  him  as  my  proportion  of  them — and,  if  from  a 
misconception  either  of  the  number  or  the  value  of 
these  negroes  it  should  be  foimd  that  he  is  of  greater 
value  than  fails  to  my  lot  I  shall  readily  allow  the 
difference,  in  order  that  the  fellow  may  be  gratified, 
as  he  never  would  consent  to  go  from  me.  ^H 

Debts,  if  any  are  due.  should  be  paid  from  the  sal^^ 
of  the  crops.  Plantation  utensils,  Horses  and  Stock, 
and  the  sooner  an  account  is  taken  of  the  latter  and 
they  can  conveniently  be  disposed  of,  the  better  iljfl 
will  be  for  two  reasons;  first  because  the  Overseer^ 
(if  he  is  not  a  ver>*  honest  man)  may  take  advantage 
of  circumstances,  and  convert  part  of  these  things  to 
his  own  use — and  secondly  because  the  Season  is  now 
fast  approaching  when  without  feeding  (which  would 
lessen  the  sale  of  the  corn  and  fodder)  the  stock  wil^H 
fall    off.    and   consequently   sell   to    a  disadvantage^ 
Whether  my  mother  has  kept  any  accounts  that  can 
be  understood  is  more  than  I  am  able  to  say — If  any 
thing  is  owing  to  her  it  should  be  received — and.  if 
due  from  her.  paid  after  due  proof  thereof  is  made — 
She  has  had  a  great  deal  of  money  from  me  at  timeSn 
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as  can  be  made  appear  by  my  books,  and  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  L.  Washington  during  my  absence, — and  over 
and  above  this  has  not  only  had  all  that  was  ever 
made  from  the  Plantation,  but  got  her  provisions  and 
every  thing  else  she  thought  proper  from  thence.  In 
short  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  have  never  in 
my  life  received  a  copper  from  the  estate — and  have 
lid  many  hundred  pounds  (6rst  and  last)  to  her  in 
ih — However  I  want  no  retribution — I  conceived  it 
to  be  a  duty  whenever  she  asked  for  money,  and  I 
had  it,  to  furnish  her,  notwithstanding  she  got  all  the 
crops  or  the  amount  of  them  and  took  every  thing 
she  wanted  from  the  plantation  for  the  support  of  her 
family,  horses,  &c.  besides. 

As  the  accounts  for  or  against  the  estate  must  not 
only  from  the  declaration  in  the  will,  but  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  be  very  trifling  and  confined  I 
should  suppose  to  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  it 
might  be  proper  therefore  in  that  paper  to  require 
in  an  advertisement  all  those  who  have  any  demands 
to  bring  them  in  properly  attested  immediately,  and 
those  who  are  owing  to  pay  forthwith.  The  same 
[advertisement  might  appoint  a  day  for  selling  the 
stock,  and  every  thing,  excepting  Negroes,  at  the 
plantation,  that  is  not  devised  by  the  will,  as  it  will 
be  more  convenient  I  should  suppose  for  the  heirs  to 
receive  their  respective  dividends  of  the  money  aris- 
ing from  the  sales  than  to  be  troubled  with  receiving 
a  cow,  a  calf,  or  such  like  things  after  the  debts 
(which  must  be  the  case)  have  been  first  paid.  It 
might  be  well  in  fixing  the  day  of  sale,  to  consult 
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the  Overseer,  to  know  when  the  business  of  the 
plantation  wilt  admit  the  Cart,  Team  and  Utensils 
to  be  taken  from  it. 

As  the  number  of  articles  to  be  sold  cannot 
many  and  will  be  of  small  value,  I  think  they  h< 
better  be  sold  for  ready  money  and  so  advertised,  for" 
though  they  would  fetch  more  on  credit,  there  would 
more  than  probable  be  bad  debts  contracted,  and  a^ 
any  rate  delay,  if  not  law  suits,  before  the  mon< 
could  be  collected,  and  besides  if  there  are  debts  to 
be  paid  money  will  be  wanted  for  the  purpose,  and  in 
no  way  can  be  so  readily  and  properly  obtained  as  by^ 
a  ready  money  sale,  and  from  the  crops.  ^^ 

If  you  think  this  business  will  be  too  troublesome 
for  you  with  the  aid  of  your  sons — Mr.  Career  and 
Colonel  Ball — who  I  am  persuaded  will  give  each  of 
us  assistance,  and  you  will  let  me  know  it,  I  will  d« 
sire  Major  George  Washington  to  attend. 

As  the  land  at  the  Little-falls  Plantation  goes  to 
Mr.  Bushrod  Washington  he  should  be  apprised  in 
time  of  the  breaking  of  it  up.  otherwise  there  may 
be  injury  to  the  houses  and  fencing  if  left  without 
some  person  to  attend  to  them.  Have  particular 
care  taken  of  her  papers,  the  letters  to  her,  &c 

I  should  prefer  selling  the  houses  and  lotts  on 
which  my  Mother  lived  to  renting  of  them, — and 
would  give  a  year  or  two  years'  credit  to  the  pur- 
chasers paying  interest — and  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  value  of  lotts  in  Fredericksburg,  I  would 
leave  the  price  to  any  three  indifferent  and  impartial 
Gentleman  to  say  what  they  are  worth,  and  tha 
I  will  take. 
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If  they  cannot  be  sold  and  soon  T  would  rent  them 
from  year  to  year  to  any  orderly  Tenant  on  a  mode- 
rate rent.  If  they  are  not  disposed  of  on  sale  or  by 
tennanting  before  the  weather  gets  cool  the  paling 
will,  I  expect,  be  soon  burnt  up. 

Give  my  love  to  Mrs.  Carter,  and  thank  her  for  the 
letter  she  wrote  to  me.  1  would  have  done  this  my- 
self, had  I  more  time  for  private  correspondences. 
Mrs.  Washington  joins  in  best  wishes  for  her,  your- 
self, and  all  other  friends  ;  and  I  am.  with  the  most 
sincere  regard,  your  affectionate  brother.' 


TO    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

Nrw  Vokk.  13  September.  1789. 

>EAK  Sir, 

The  affectionate  congratulations  on  the  recovery  of 
my  health,  and  the  warm  expressions  of  personal 
friendship^  which  were  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
i6th  instant,  claim  my  gratitude.  And  the  considera- 
tion, that  it  was  written  when  you  were  afflicted  with  a 
painful  malady,  greatly  increases  my  obligation  for  it.* 

'  Tbe  will  of  Mary  W«»hingioft  sod  some  letters  o(  WKshlngton  on  the 
ciute.  are  printed  in  my  WUh  of  Ct»rgt  Wathingtvn  and  h{t  itnmtdialt  Anttt- 
t»n,  t&9i. 

L  ■  Dt.  FrsnUin's  letter : 

P  '•  pHaADRijHlA.  [fr  September.  178*. 

"  Drak  Sik. 

"  My  tnaUdf  renders  my  silting  up  to  write  rather  painful  to  mc ;  but  I 
cuinot  let  my  son-in-liw.  Mr.  Bache,  p«rt  (01  New  York,  tvtThout  congrttu- 
Uting  you  by  him  on  the  recovery  of  your  health,  sa  preciouit  to  u»  all ;  and 
on  the  growing  strength  of  our  new  government  under  your  adminifitntian. 
Per  my  own  personal  ease,  I  should  have  died  two  years  ago :  bul,  though 
tboM  ycAn  have  been  spent  in  czcnidating  pain,  I  am  plcane(l  that  I  hare 
lived  them,  since  they  have  brought  me  to  see  our  present  Mtuation.  I  am  now 
finishing  luy  eighty>four(b  year,  and  probably  with  it  my  career  in  Ibis  life; 
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Would  lo  God.  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  could  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  removal  of  that  excruciating  pain, 
under  which  you  labor,  and  that  your  existence  might 
close  with  as  much  ease  to  yourself,  as  its  continu- 
ance has  been  beneficial  to  our  country  and  useful  to 
mankind ;  or,  if  the  united  wishes  of  a  free  people, 
joined  with  the  earnest  prayers  of  every  friend  to 
science  and  humanity,  could  relieve  the  body  from 
pains  or  infirmities,  you  could  claim  an  exemption  on 
this  score.  But  this  cannot  be,  and  you  have  withii 
yourself  the  only  resource  to  which  we  can  conhdend] 
apply  for  relief,  a  philosophic  mind 

If  to  be  venerated  for  benevolence,  if  to  be  ad- 
mired for  talents,  if  to  be  esteemed  for  patriotism,  if 
to  be  beloved  for  philanthropy,  can  gratify  the  humaoi 
mind,  you  must  have  the  pleasing  consolation  to  know^j 
that  you  have  not  livedin  vain.  And  I  flatter  mysel 
that  it  will  not  be  ranked  among  the  least  grateful 
occurrences  of  your  life  to  be  assured,  that,  so  long 
as  1  retain  my  memory,  you  will  be  thought  on  withj 
respect,  veneration,  and  affection  by  your  sine* 
friend. 


TO    EDMUND    RANDOLPH. 

Nkw  VoitK,  97  S«pi«mbBr.  i;89. 

Dear  Sir, 

Impressed  with  a  conviction,  that  the  due  adminis-' 
tration  of  justice  is  the  firmest  pillar  of  good  govern- 
ment, 1  have  considered  the  first  arrangement  of  the 

but  in  whatever  tiiitc  of  ciistencv  I  am  placed  bereafler,  if  1  reuin  uiy  mesu 
oiy  of  what  hui  jjaued  beie,  I  i>ha11  wiili  it  rcuin  the  estcoii.  ropecl.  and 
adicctico.  with  which  1  have  long  been,  my  dcat  friend,  &c" 
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judicial  department  as  essential  to  the  happiness  of 
our  country,  and  to  the  stabihty  of  its  political  sys- 
tem. Hence  the  selection  of  the  fittest  characters  to 
expound  the  laws,  and  dispense  justice,  has  been  an 
invariable  object  of  my  anxious  concern.' 

I  mean  not  to  flatter  when  I  say,  that  considera- 
tions like  these  have  ruled  in  the  nomination  of  the 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  and  that  my 
private  wishes  would  be  highly  gratified  by  your  ac- 
ceptance of  the  office.  I  regarded  the  office  as  re- 
quiring those  talents  to  conduct  its  important  duties, 
and  that  disposition  to  sacrifice  to  the  public  good, 
which  I  believe  you  to  possess  and  entertain.     In 

■  both  instances  I  doubt  not  the  event  will  justify  the 
conclusion.  The  appointment  I  hope  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  its  functions,  I  am  assured,  will  be  well 
performed. 

^P  Notwithstanding  the  prevailing  disposition  to  fru- 
gality, the  salary  of  this  office  appears  to  have  been 
fixed  at  what  it  is,  from  a  belief  that  the  station  would 
confer  pretJminence  on  its  possessor,  and  procure  for 
him  a  decided  preference  of  professional  employment 

H  As  soon  as  the  acts,  which  are  necessary  accompani- 

'  As  csrly  u  July  io(h  Wasbingion  had  talked  wtOi  Cynis  Griffin,  of  til* 
Virginia  delegaiioD.  on  the  jutliciary  and  cunioms  apf>o)ntnicnti>  in  Virsinla,  and 
Appeared  anxioiK  lo  kiu)w  if  Edmund  Pendleton,  George  Wythe,  Lyons, 
01  John  Blair  nroutd  prefer  a  federal  lo  a  State  appointment.  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph wa*  abo  luggcstcd,  but  no  m«ii.tian  was  mode  of  particular  oflices  for 
tfac  pcrton  to  be  named.  Late  in  Ju]y  or  early  in  August,  the  President  wrote 
to  Hadioon  thai  he  had  determined  to  nominate  Mr.  Blair  oiid  Colonel  Pendle- 
ton OS  associate  and  diitiicl  judtjo,  and  Randolph  at  AttoTD«y-<*eDeral :  "  Mr, 
Randolph  in  this  character  I  would  prefer  to  any  petuin  I  am  acquainted  with 
«(  not  niperioT  abilities,  from  habits  of  intimacy  with  him."  PcndleioB 
declined  10  serve,  and  Cyras  Griffin  was  named  in  his  place. 
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ments  of  the  appointment,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will 
receive  ofticiai  notice  of  the  latter.  This  letter  is 
only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  communication 
of  my  sentiment  on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony 
of  the  sincere  regard  and  esteem,  with  which  I  am,  &c' 


4 


TO   GOUVERNEUR    MORRIS. 

Nkw  You.  13  October,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  my  first  moments  of  leisure  I  acknowledge  the, 
receipt  of  your  several  favors  of  the  23d  of  February^ 
3  of  March  and  29  of  April. 

To  thank  you  for  the  interesting  communicationa 
contained  in  those  tetters,  and  for  the  pains  you  have 
taken  to  procure  me  a  watch,  is  all,  or  nearly  all,  I 
shall  attempt  in  this  letter ;  for  I  could  only  repeat 

*  Randolph's  pri?al«  tffain  «nd  hU  inoomple(«d  TerMon  oX  th«  Uws  of  ih^ 
StAt«,  were  urged  u  reasons  for  delaying  an  acceptance  o(  the  office.  ■ 

In  aonouncing  their  appointmcDts  to  the  a«»ocUlc  judges  of  the  Sapnn^ 
Court.  Wanhinglon  wrote,  30  September,  1789:  "CoiuidcHng  ihe  judicial 
syatem  at  thechiei  [>ill>T  upon  which  our  ■ationa]  goremme&t  must  rest,  I 
have  tboughi  tt  my  duty  to  nominate  (or  the  high  offices  In  that  deportmciM, 
snch  men  as  I  conceived  would  give  dignity  and  IwRK  to  our  national 
character ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the  love,  wHicli  you  bear  to  our  country, 
and  a  desire  to  promote  general  happiness,  will  lead  you  to  a  ready  acceptance 
oi  the  cnclowd  comminiion,  which  it  accompanied  with  nich  laws  aa  have 
paued  relative  to  your  office."  Five  days  Ul'cr  he  inclosed  a  commiuion  to 
John  Jay,  appointing  him  Chief  Juntice,  and  added  :  "  In  nominating  yoi 
for  the  imporlanl  i^tation,  which  you  now  fill,  I  not  only  acted  in  coufonoity 
to  my  best  judgment,  but  t  iniat  ]  did  a  grateful  thing  to  the  good  citiseu  «( 
theie  United  Slates ;  and  1  have  a  full  confidence,  that  the  love  which  you  bear 
to  onr  country,  and  a  desire  to  promote  general  happinass,  will  not  suffer  yM 
to  hctitate  a  moment  to  hnng  into  action  the  talents,  knowledge,  and  Integrity, 
which  are  so  ncccuary  to  be  exercised  at  the  head  of  tbal  depaitncnt,  whlck 
mult  be  conudered  a«  the  key-«tonc  of  our  pulitical  fabric" 
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things,  were  I  to  set  about  it,  which  I  have  reason  to 
believe  have  been  regularly  communicated  to  you  in 
detail,  at  the  periods  which  gave  birth  to  them.  It 
may  not.  however,  be  unpleasing  to  you  to  hear  in 
ne  word,  that  the  national  government  is  organized, 
and,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  parties ;  that  opposition  to  it  is  either  no  more, 
or  hides  its  head  ;  that  it  is  hoped  and  expected  it 
will  take  strong  root ;  and  that  the  non-acceding 
States  will  very  soon  become  members  of  the  Union, 
No  doubt  is  entertained  of  North  Carolina :  nor 
would  there  be  of  Rhode  Island,  had  not  the  ma- 
jority of  that  people  bid  adieu,  long  since,  to  every 
principle  of  honor,  common  sense,  and  honesty.  A 
material  change  however  has  taken  place,  it  is  said, 
at  the  late  election  of  representatives,  and  conlident 
assurances  are  given,  from  that  circumstance,  of  bet- 
ter dispositions  in  their  legislature  at  its  next  session, 
now  about  to  be  held. 

The  revolution,  which  has  been  effected  in  France 
is  of  so  wonderful  a  nature,  that  the  mind  can  hardly 
realize  the  fact.  If  it  ends  as  our  last  accounts,  to 
the  5rst  of  August,  predict,  that  nation  will  be  the 
most  powerful  and  happy  in  Europe  ;  but  I  fear, 
though  it  has  gone  triumphantly  through  the  first 
paroxysm,  it  is  not  the  last  it  has  to  encounter  before 
matters  are  finally  settled.  In  a  word,  the  revolution 
is  of  too  great  magnitude  to  be  effected  in  so  short  a 
space,  and  with  the  loss  of  so  little  blood.  The 
mortification  of  the  king,  the  intrigues  of  the  queen, 
and  the  discontent  of  the  princes  and  the  noblesse. 


will  foment  divisions,  if  possible,  in  the  Natic 
Assembly  ;  and  they  will  unquestionably  avail  thenv^ 
selves  of  every  faux  pas  In  the  formation  of  the 
constitution,  if  they  do  not  give  a  more  open,  active 
opposition.  To  chese>  the  licentiousness  of  the  pcopl^fl 
on  one  hand,  and  sanguinary  punishments  on  the^^ 
other,  will  alarm  the  best  disposed  friends  to  the 
measure,  and  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  overthrow 
of  their  object  Great  temperance,  firmness,  and 
foresight  are  necessary  in  the  movements  of  that 
body.  To  forbear  running  from  one  extreme  to 
another  is  no  easy  matter ;  and,  should  this  be  the 
case,  rocks  and  shelves,  not  visible  at  present,  may 
wreck  the  vessel.  ^1 

This  letter  is  an  evidence,  though  of  a  trifling  sort^^ 
that  in  the  commencement  of  any  work  one  rarely 
sees  the  progress  or  end  of  it  I  declared  to  you  in 
the  beginning  that  I  had  little  to  say.  I  have  got 
beyond  the  second  page  and  find  I  have  a  good  deal 
to  add  ;  but  that  no  time  or  paper  may  be  wasted  ia 
a  useless  preface  I  will  come  to  the  point 

Will  you  then,  my  good  Sir,  permit  me  to  ask  t 
favor  of  you  to  provide  and  send  to  me  by  the  first 
Ship,  bound  to  this  place,  or  Philadelphia,  mirrors  for 
a  table,  with  neat  and  fashionable  but  not  expensive 
ornaments  for  them — such  as  will  do  credit  to  your 
taste — The  mirrors  will  of  course  be  in  pieces  that 
they  may  be  adapted  to  the  company,  (the  size  of  it  I 
mean)  the  aggregate  length  of  them  may  be  ten  feet 
— the  breadth  two  feet — The  frames  may  be  plat 
ware,    or  any   thing  else  more  fashionable  but 
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itnore  expensive.  If  I  am  defective  recur  to  what 
you  have  seen  on  Mr.  Robert  Morris's  table  for  my 
ideas  generally.  Whether  these  things  can  be  had 
on  better  terms  and  in  a  better  style  in  Paris  than  in 
London  I  will  not  undertake  to  decide.  I  recollect 
however  to  have  had  plated  ware  from  both  places, 
and  those  from  the  latter  came  cheapest, — but  a 
single  instance  is  no  evidence  of  a  general  fact. 
Of  plated  ware  may  be  made  I  conceive  handsome 
id  useful  Coolers  for  wine  at  and  after  dinner. 
Those  I  am  in  need  of  viz  :  eight  double  ones  (for 
madeira  and  claret  the  wines  usually  drank  at  dinner) 
each  of  the  apertures  to  be  suflFicient  to  contain  a 
ipint  decanter,  with  an  allowance  in  the  depth  of  it 
for  ice  at  bottom  so  as  to  raise  the  neck  of  the 
decanter  above  the  cooler— between  the  apertures  a 
handle  is  to  be  placed  by  which  these  double  coolers 
may  with  convenience  be  removed  from  one  part  of 
the  table  to  another.  For  the  wine  after  dinneryOwr 
quadruple  coolers  will  be  necessary,  each  aperture  of 
which  to  be  of  the  size  of  a  quart  decanter  or  quart 
bottle  for  four  sorts  of  wine — These  decanters  or 
bottles  to  have  ice  at  bottom,  and  to  be  elevated 
thereby  as  above — a  central  handle  here  also  will  be 
[Wanting — Should  my  description  be  defective,  your 
imagination  is  fertile  and  on  this  I  shall  rely.  One 
idea  however  I  must  impress  you  with  and  chat  is  in 
whole  or  part  to  avoid  extravagance.  For  extrava- 
gance would  not  comport  with  my  own  inclination, 
nor  with  the  example  which  ought  to  be  set  The 
reason  why  I  prefer  an  aperture  for  every  decanter  or 
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bottle  to  coolers  that  would  contain  two  and  four 
is  that  whether  full  or  empty  the  bottles  will  always 
stand  upright  and  never  be  at  variance  with  each 
other. 

The  letter  enclosed  with  your  draught  accompany- 
ing it  will  provide  the  means  for  payment — The 
clumsy  manner  in  which  Merchants  (or  rather  their 
tradesmen)  execute  commissions,  where  taste  is  re- 
quired, for  persons  at  a  distance  must  be  my  apology, 
and  the  best  that  can  be  oflfered  by — 

Dear  Sir.  &c. 


i 


TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSOK. 

Nxw  York,  13  October.  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  selection  of  characters  to  fill  the  important 
offices  of  government  in  the  United  States.  I  was 
naturally  led  to  contemplate  the  talents  and  disposi- 
tion, which  I  knew  you  to  possess  and  entertain  for 
the  service  of  your  country ;  and,  without  being  able 
to  consult  your  inclination,  or  to  derive  any  knowl- 
edge of  your  intentions  from  your  letters,  either  to 
myself  or  to  any  other  of  your  friends,  I  was  deter- 
mined, as  well  by  motives  of  private  regard  as  a  con- 
viction of  public  propriety,  to  nominate  you  for  the 
Department  of  Slate,  which,  under  its  present  organi- 
zation, involves  many  of  the  most  interesting  objects 
of  the  executive  authority.  But.  grateful  as  your 
acceptance  of  this  commission  would  be  to  me,  I  am 
at  the  same  time  desirous  to  accommodate  your 
wishes,  and  I   have  therefore  forborne  to   nominate 
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your  successor  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  until  I 
should  be  informed  of  your  determination. 

Being  on  the  eve  of  a  journey  through  the  eastern 
States,  with  a  view  to  observe  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  in  a  hope  of  perfectly  reestablishing  my 
health,  which  a  series  of  indispositions  has  much  im- 
paired, I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  com- 
munication of  your  appointment,  in  order  that  you 
mig^ht  lose  no  time,  should  it  be  your  wish  to  visit 
Virginia  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  which  will 
probably  be  the  most  convenient  season,  both  as  it 
may  respect  your  private  concerns  and  the  public 
service. 

Unwilling  as  I  am  to  interfere  in  the  direction  of 
your  choice  of  assistants.  I  shall  only  take  the  liberty 
of  observing  to  you,  that,  from  warm  recommendations 
which  I  have  received  in  behalf  of  Roger  Alden,  Es- 
quire, assistant  secretary  to  the  late  Congress,  I  have 
placed  all  the  papers  thereunto  belonging  under  his 
care.  Those  papers,  which  more  properly  appertain 
to  the  office  of  foreign  affairs,  are  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Jay.  who  has  been  so  obliging  as  to 
continue  his  good  offices,  and  they  ard  in  the  immedi- 
ate charge  of  Mr.  Remsen.  With  sentiments  of  very 
great  esteem  and  regard,  1  have  the  honor,  to  be,  &c.' 

'  Mr.  Ji^fferson  arnved  U  Nor(i>lk  on  Ihe  33(L  ol  November  :  knd  at  Epping> 
Ion  in  ChcMcfticiil  coiinly,  on  h»  wny  to  Montkcllo,  received  the  above  Icltcf. 
■nd  alio  aiiatlict  from  Prc4id<mt  W«shii>ntt>n  on  the  wnc  hi bject  dated  No- 
mniber  3odi.  In  hi>  reply  he  <uiid  thnt  hi«  inclinaiioriK  led  him  la  prefer  \A\ 
former  »tatipn  in  France,  to  which  it  had  been  bti  intention  to  retuni. 

"  Bni "  he  added.  "  it  i&  nut  (or  an  individual  to  choow  hi»  pott.  You  are 
to  manhal  lu  u  Dta)>  be  bc«t  for  the  public  good  ;  and  it  is  onljr  in  caae  n(  lis 
rbcing  indiflerent  to  you,  thai  1  would  avail  ntjself  of  the  option  jrou  have  so 


TO  GOUVBRNBUR  MORRIS. 

Nsw  YuRK,  13  Oaober.  178^ 

Sir, 

It  being  important  to  both  countries,  that  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  should  be  obsen'ed  and  performed  with  per- 
fect and  mutual  good  faith,  and  that  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce should  be  concluded  by  them,  on  principles  of 
reciprocal  advantage  to  both,  I  wish  to  be  ascertained 
of  the  sentiments  and  intentions  of  the  court  of  Lon- 
don on  these  interesting  subjects. 

It  appears  to  me  most  expedient  to   have  these 

kindly  oHcred  in  yaux  letter.     If  you  think  it  betler  lo  tnaifer  me  to  uialber 

piMt,  my  inclination  must  he  no  ob»t«clo  :  nor  ittall  it  br,  if  there  ii  mny  dwivt 
Id  luppress  the  oflnce  I  now  hold,  ot  to  dunfniiJi  lU  grade,  tu  either  of  thsM 
cued  be  to  good  ns  lo  Hgiiify  to  me  bj"  Rnolher  line  foai  uhimate  wish,  aod  I 
sh»U  conform  to  it  iccurdiimlr.  If  it  should  be  to  nmun  at  New  York,  taj 
chief  comfOTt  will  b«  to  work  under  your  eye,  my  only  shelter  the  Milhotiiy  of 
jciar  name,  and  the  wi«dOin  of  mcasum  to  be  dictated  by  yau  and  implicitly 
executed  by  mc.  Whatever  you  may  pleaae  to  decide,  t  do  not  lee,  that  the 
mntler*,  which  hitvc  called  me  hither,  will  permit  me  to  shorten  the  slay  I 
originally  asked  ;  (hat  k  lo  say,  lo  set  otiI  on  my  journey  northward  till  the 
month  of  March.  As  early  as  posaible  in  that  month.  1  ihall  hive  the  honor  of 
paying;  my  rc»pect4  to  you  in  New  York." — Uccember  isih, 
On  this  subject  Mr.  Madison  wrote  to  the  I'reudeni  a»  follows  : 
"  A  few  days  belore  1  was  allowed  to  set  out  for  New  York,  1  took  a  ride  to 
Monltcello.  The  answer  oF  Mr.  JcScrson  to  the  notification  of  hia  appoint, 
meat  will  no  doubt  biLve  explained  the  utate  of  hii  mind  onthesabjcct.  t  wst 
sorry  tu  find  him  10  little  btaswd  in  favor  of  the  domestic  service  allotted  to 
him.  but  was  glad  that  his  difScutties  seemed  to  result  chJeBy  from  what  I  take 
to  be  ao  erroneous  view  ut  the  kind  and  quantity  of  Uusness  annexed  10  that, 
which  uonsliluted  the  foreign  dcpanment.  He  apprehends  that  tl  will  far 
exceed  the  latter,  which  has  o(  ic<telf  no  terron  to  him.  On  the  other  hand,  It 
was  supposed,  and  I  believe  trnly,  Ihni  the  domestic  [tart  will  be  rcry  trifling. 
and  for  that  reason  improper  lo  be  made  a  distinct  defixttmcni.  After  all,  if 
the  whole  biuincn  can  be  executed  by  any  one  man,  Mr.  jefTerton  mast  be 
et|ua!  to  it.  All  whom  I  have  heard  speak  on  the  subjetl  are  remarkably 
solicitous  for  his  acceptance,  and  I  flatter  myself,  that  lliey  will  noi  ii  tb« 
event  be  disappointed." — Oeorgetown,  January  4th,  1790. 
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inquiries  made  informaiiy,  by  a  private  agent ;  and, 
understanding  that  you  will  soon  be  in  London,  I 
desire  you  In  that  capacity,  and  on  the  authority  and 
credit  of  tliis  letter,  to  converse  with  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  ministers  on  these  points,  namely,  whether 
there  be  any  and  what  objections  to  performing  those 
articles  in  the  treaty,  which  remain  to  be  performed 
on  his  part ;  and  whether  they  incline  to  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  the  United  States  on  any  and  what 
terms. 

This  communication  ought  regularly  to  be  made  to 
you  by  the  Secretary*  of  State  ;  but,  that  offtce  not 
being  at  present  filled,  my  desire  of  avoiding  delays 
induces  me  to  make  it  under  my  own  hand.  It  is  my 
wish  to  promote  harmony  and  mutual  satisfaction  be- 
tween the  two  countries  ;  and  it  would  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  find  that  the  result  of  your  agency,  in  the 
business  now  committed  to  you,  will  conduce  to  that 

Sir, 

My  letter  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  will  give  you 
[the  credence  necessary  to  enable  you  to  do  the  busi- 
ness, which  it  commits  to  your  management,  and 
which  I  am  persuaded  you  will  readily  undertake. 
'  Your  inquiries  will  commence  by  observing,  that, 
as  the  present  constitution  of  government,  and  of  the 
courts  established  in  pursuance  of  it,  removes  the  ob- 
jections heretofore  made  to  putting  the  United  States 
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in  po^ession  of  their  frontier  posts,  it  is  natural 
expect  from  the  assurances  of  his  Majestj'  and  tl 
national  good  faith,  that  no  unnecessary  delays  wi 
take  place.     Proceed  then  to  press  a  speedy  perform- 
ance of  the  treaty  respecting  that  object.  |^| 

Remind  them  of  the  article  by  which  it  was  agree^l^ 
that  negroes  belonging  to  our  citizens  should  not  be 
carried  away,  and  of  the  reasonableness  of  makins 
compensation    for   them.     Learn  with   precision, 
possible,  what  they  mean  to  do  on  this  head. 

The  commerce  between  the  two  countries  you  wet 
understand.     You  are  apprized  of  the  sentiments  and 
feelings  of  the  United  States  on  the  present  state  of 
it;  and  you  doubtless  have  heard,  that,  in  the  late 
session  of  Congress,  a  very  respectable  number  (^1 
both   houses  were    inclined    to   a   discrimination  0^ 
duties  unfavorable  to  Britain,  and  that  it  would  have 
taken  place  but  for  conciliatory  considerations,  and 
the  probability  that  the  late  change  in  our  governmeflfH 
and  circumstances  would  lead  to  more  satisfactory 
arrangements. 

Request  to  be  informed,  therefore,  whether  they 
contemplate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  United 
States  and  on  what  principles  or  terms  in  general 
In  treating  this  subject,  let  it  be  strongly  impressed 
on  your  mind,  that  the  privilege  of  carrj'ing  our  pro- 
ductions in  our  vessels  to  their  Islands,  and  of  bring- 
ing in  return  the  productions  of  those  Islands  to  our 
own  ports  and  markets,  is  regarded  here  as  of  the 
highest  importance  ;  and  you  will  be  careful  not  to 
countenance  any  idea  of  our  dispensing  with  it 
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treaty.  Ascertain,  if  possible,  their  views  on  this 
point  ;  for  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  commence 
negotiations  without  previously  having  good  reasons 
to  expect  a  satisfactory  termination  of  them. 

I  It  may  also  be  well  for  you  to  take  a  proper  occa- 
sion of  remarking,  that  their  omitting  to  send  a  min- 
ister here,  when  the  United  States  sent  one  to  London, 
did  not  make  an  agreeable  impression  on  this  country  ; 
and  request  to  know  what  would  be  their  future  con- 
duct on  similar  occasions. 

L  It  is  in  my  opinion  very  important,  that  we  avoid 
errors  in  our  system  of  policy  respecting  Great 
Britain  ;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  forming  a  right 
judgment  of  their  disposition  and  views.  Hence  you 
will  perceive  how  interesting  it  is,  that  you  obtain  the 
information  in  question,  and  that  the  business  be  so 
managed,  as  that  it  may  receive  ever)'  advantage, 
which  abilities,  address,  and  delicacy  can  promise  and 
afford.     I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.' 

'  Hom»  in  liU  first  inlervi«w  with  ihc  Duke  of  Lcedfe,  on  Maucb  99th,  out. 
lincil  ihc  wisliu  of  Uuc  PrcMdiriii  «■  given  in  llm  leltet,  and  wu  well  received  \ 
but  by  Seplember,  when  Morm  returned  to  Francr,  noihing  definite  had  been 
concluded  upon  any  of  the  subjects  in  dispute,  la  June  following  Colonel 
WiUIam  S.  Smith  arrived  in  AmeHcu,  bearing  reports  of  lomc  convcruiions  be 
had  held  vilh  British  offiriah,  bat  they  were  no  more  conclusive  than  Morris'. 
— Sparks'  Wmtkitf^um,  x.,  166  ;  Madi&on's  Writings,  i..  $37, 

As  there  was  now  a  recess  nf  Con£rc»,  which  had  been  adjourned  from  the 
39th  of  Seplcmber  to  the  isl  of  January,  the  Pte«dcnt  rcwilvcd  to  embrace  ihia 
opportunity  to  make  a  lour  through  the  Eastctn  StatcK-  He  left  New  York, 
accompanied  by  his  secretaries,  Mr,  Leai  and  Mr,  Jack&on,  on  the  isth  of 
October.  TraveUIns  in  his  own  carriage  by  the  way  of  New  Haven,  Hartford. 
Worcester.  Boaton,  Salem,  and  Newburyport,  he  reached  t'ortsmouth  in  New 
Hampshire  on  the  31st,  having  been  attended  nearly  the  whole  distance  by 
military  e&corla,  whicli  were  prepared  to  receive  him  at  different  points  on  the 
route.     In  all  the  principal  towns,  also,  he  was  greeted  with  public  addresses, 
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TO   JOHN    HANCOCK. 

WcsTON,  *3  October.  178^ 

Sir. 

I   have  this  moment  received  your  Excellency'sj 
polite  letter  of  to^ay,  and  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  that,  in  consequence  of  suggestions  made  by  the 
gentlemen   from  Boston,  and  the  deputy  adjutant- 
general,  (whom   I   met  at  Worcester)  this  morning, 
that  it  would  make  it  more  convenient  for  the  troops, 
many  of  whom  lived  at  a  distance  from  the  place  of 
parade,  if  I  should  pass  through  Cambridge  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  I  Intended,  I  thought  it  best  to  alter 
the  time  of  my  arrival  at  that  place,  which  1  had  the 
pleasure  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  in  my  letter  fl 
of  yesterday  ;  and  the  alteration,  which  I  had  made,  " 
I  immediately  communicated  to  you  by  a  letter,  which 
the  gentlemen  from  Boston  were  so  kind  as  to  take 
charge  of.    But  lest  any  accident  should  prevent  that 
letter  from  getting  to  your  hands,  I  would  here  men- 
tion, that  it  is  my  determination  to  be  at  Cambridge 
to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  from  thence  proceed  w  j 
Boston  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  where  >'V 
is  probable  I  may  arrive  by  twelve  o'clock  ;  and  I  will 
do  myself  the  honor  to  accept  your  Excellenc>''s  po- 
lite invitation  of  taking  an  informal  dinner  with  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

th«  ringing  of  belU,  en Wmin incut s,  «nd  every  defnoasmlion  of  \ay  from  Afl 
whole  body  of  the  people.     He  returned  thraugb  the  covnirr  'run  PorUBCtub 
to  Hmnford  by  a  different  road  from  the  one  he  had  before  taken,  and  arrived 
in  New  York  on  the  ijih  of  NoTcmbcr. — Sparkt.     His  dUry  of  thii  joonwy 
has  been  printed  under  the  editonhip  of  Benson  J ,  Louing. 

'  "Wxxt.  vkHJl  to  Boston  octafiuncd  a  »omciirh*t  aniuting  exchaoge  oE  woidi  to- 
Iwecn  the  PrcMdent  and  Goremor  Hancock  ona  point  of  etiquette.     On  Oct*- 
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TO    BEVERLEY    RANDOLPH,    GOVERNOR    OF    VIRGINIA. 

New  York,  aa  November.  1789. 

Sir, 

From  the  original  letter,  which  I  forward  herewith, 
^oiir  Excellency  will  comprehend  the  nature  of  a  pro- 
posal for  introducing  and  establishing  the  woollen 
manufactory  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  In  the  present 
stage  of  population  and  agriculture,  1  do  not  pretend 
to  determine  how  far  that  plan  may  be  practicable 
and  advisable  :  or,  in  case  it  should  be  deemed  so, 

bcT  aisl  HaococV  wroic  offering  hi»  houic  for  W«ihin(i;ton*»  u»e  during  hi* 
vwil,  anil  infomning  him  ol  the  meaiure*  lakcn  for  his  reccplian  : 

"  All  ([OTemor  of  th«  common  wealth  I  feet  it  to  be  ny  duly  to  receive  youi 
nsii  with  such  tokens  of  reti>ect,  as  may  ainswer  ili«  expectktions  of  my  con- 
sticaenis,  uid  may  in  some  mnuuic  express  the  high  scDtimenlt  of  respect  they 
feel  towards  you.  1  bftve  thercfoic  issued  ordcis  for  proper  escorts  to  attend 
you.  And  Colonel  Hall,  deputy  adjutant-general,  will  wait  upon  you  at 
Worccsler,  and  will  inform  you  of  the  dJspo»lton  i  have  made  of  the  troops  at 
Csmbridge.  under  the  coDnmsniJ  of  General  Brooks,  and  re<]uesL,  tiiat  yon 
would  be  so  obliging  as  to  pavi  that  way  to  th«  town,  where  yon  will  receive 
ncfa  other  tokens  of  respect  from  the  people,  at  will  serve  further  lo  evince 
bmr  gratefully  Ihcy  recollect  your  exertions  for  tbcir  liberlies,  and  (heir  confi- 
dekM  in  yoa  as  PresidenC  of  the  United  States  of  America.  The  gentlemen  of 
Coancil  will  receive  yoa  at  Cambridge,  and  attend  you  to  town." 

To  this  Wa^ngton  rcpb'cd  from  Broolifield,  October  S3d,  outlining  his 
pragren,  and  adding  : 

"  I  am  highly  sensible  of  the  honor  intended  me.  But  could  my  wiib  prevail, 
I  thOQld  desire  to  vitic  your  metropolis  wiihout  any  parade  or  extraordinary 
ceremony.  From  a  wish  to  avoid  giving  trouble  to  private  families.  I  deter- 
mined, on  leaving  New  York,  to  decline  the  honor  of  any  invitation  to  qaarten, 
which  I  might  receive  while  on  my  journey  ;  and,  with  a  view  to  observe  this 
rule,  I  had  requested  a  gentleman  to  engage  lodgings  for  me  daring  my  stay  at 
Boston.  I  beg  yoiai  Excellency  lo  be  persuaded  of  the  grateful  sense,  which  I 
cnleitain,  of  the  honor  you  intended  to  confci  on  me,  and  I  desire  to  astarc 
yoa  of  the  respectful  regard  with  which  I  am,  &c" 

Hancock,  regretting  that  his  house  could  not  be  accepted,  then  raquetted 
tlut  Washington  should  arrive  in  Boston  some  hours  before  he  had  planned, 
and  that  he  and  the  gentlemen  of  his  suite  should  dine  ivith  hin  m  famitU  on 
Satarday,  at  any  hour  that  the  circumstances  of  the  day  will  admit.  The 
arrangements  of  the  receiving  committee  allowed  the  6rsl  to  be  done,  and  the 
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whether  any  or  what  public  encouragement  ought  to' 
be  given  to  facilitate  its  execution.  I  have  however 
no  doubt,  as  to  the  good  policy  of  increasing  t 
number  of  sheep  in  every  State.  By  a  little  legisl 
tive  encouragement  the  farmers  of  Connecticut  have, 
in  two  years  past,  added  one  hundred  thousand  to 
their  former  stock.  In  my  late  tour  through  the 
eastern  States  I  found,  that  the  manufacturers  of 
woollens  (for  the  manufacture  of  woollens  is  carried 
on  there  to  very  considerable  extent  and  advantage) 

President  accepted.  Not  only  did  some  diffefcnccs  between  the  Governor  ud 
the  civic  committee  occur  to  delay  malten  (detailed  in  ■  letter  of  Benjamin 
RuMcll,  printed  in  Sparks'  Waihingten,  x.,  491),  but  the  Uoremor  intitttd 
that  the  President  »?iould  make  the  first  viiJt  upon  bim.  Learning  of 
Washington  went  direct  to  the  house  prei>ued  for  him,  a  boMding-Houc 
the  comer  of  Trvmool  and  Coon  strccu,  kepi  by  Joscpb  Ingcnoll,  and.  ill 
»id,  sent  Major  Jackson  to  the  Govumor,  with  a  ineuage  that  if  Han< 
health  permitted  him  to  receive  company,  it  wouM  admit  of  his  viniing  tb 
President.  In  the  ercning  the  friend*  of  the  Gureraoi  induced  him  to  , 
from  hi*  positioD,  which  led  to  the  following  interchange  of  Dot«s  : 

OOVBXNOK    HANtXM:K   TO   PRESIDENT   WASUINOTOH. 

"Sunday,  26  October,  half  past  twelrc  o'clock. 
"  The  Governor's  best  rcspectii  to  the  President.  If  &l  home,  and  u  leiMl^ 
the  Governor  will  do  himaeir  ihf  honor  to  pay  his  respects  id  half  an  bo«. 
This  would  have  been  Jonc  much  »ooner,  had  hit  health  in  any  decree  permit* 
ted.  He  now  haxarda  every  thing,  ai  it  respects  his  health,  for  the  doirable 
purpose." 

THE   PSESIDBKT'S   RKFLV. 


1 


"  Sunday,  36  Octotier,  one  o'clock, 
'*  The  Prenident  of  the  United  State*  piesenta  bin  beat  re«pecta  to  the  Ga*> 

ernor,  nnd  has  the  honor  to  inform  him,  that  he  kImII  be  ai  home  till  two  o'dodu 
"  The  Pretident  needs  not  express  the  pleasure  it  will  give  him  to  see  Cbe 

Governor;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  mottt  earnestly  begs  that  the  Governor  wfll 

not  hazard  his  health  on  the  occasion." 

Fither  Ames  said  "  The  goui  come  >o  opportunely  last  Saturday,  that  it  hat 
been  donbcful  whether  liis  [Hancock's]  humility  would  be  gratified  with  tb* 
tight  of  his  sMftriar." 
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preferred  the  wool  raised  in  Virginia  for  its  fineness. 
to  that  raised  in  more  northern  parts  of  the  conti* 
jient.  If  a  greater  quantity  of  wool  could  be  pro- 
uced,  and  if  the  hands,  which  are  often  in  a  manner 
:,  could  be  employed  in  manufacturing  it,  a  spirit 
of  industry  might  be  promoted,  a  great  diminution 
might  be  made  in  the  annual  expenses  of  individual 
families,  and  the  public  would  eventually  be  exceed- 
ingly benefited. 

Under  these  impressions  I  have  thought  proper  to 
transmit  the  proposal,  and  will  only  add,  that,  if  it 
should  be  judged  expedient  to  submit  the  subject  to 
the  legislature,  or  if  any  private  company  should 
engage  in  promoting  the  business,  the  necessity  of 
keeping  the  manufacturer's  name  concealed  would 
undoubtedly  occur  ;  as  a  premature  knowledge  of  it 
might  not  only  frustrate  the  success  of  the  project, 
but  also  subject  the  person  principally  concerned  to 
the  most  distressing  consequences.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c 


^len 
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TO  JAMES  McHENRV. 
[confidential.] 

Nbw  YoaK.  30  November.  1789- 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  suggestions  contained  therein, 
added  to  other  considerations  which  occurred  to  me, 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  return  Judge  [Robert  Han- 
son] Harrison  his  commission,  and  I  sincerely  hope, 
that  upon  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject  he 
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may  be  induced  to  revoke  his  former  determination, 
and  accept  the  appointment.'  ^ 

Mr.  [Thomas]  Johnson  has  likewise  declined  hisV 
appointment  of  district  judge,  and  I  have  no  informa- 
tion of    Mr.   [Richard]   Potts  the  attorney,  or  Mfifl 
[Nathaniel]   Ramsay  the    marshal,   having  accepted^^ 
their  commissions.     Thus  circumstanced  with  respect 
to  Mar)'land,  I  am  unwilling  to  make  a  new  appoint-     1 
ment  of  judge  for  that  district,  until  I  can  have  aofl 
assurance,  or  at  least  a  strong  presumption,  that  the 
person  appointed  will  accept :  for  it  is  to  me  an  un- 
pleasant  thing  to  have   commissions   of  such  high 
importance  returned  ;  and  it  will,  in  fact,  have  a  ten-     , 
dency  to  bring  the  government  into  discredit.  ^| 

Mr.  [Alexander  Contee]    Hanson    Is  the  person,^ 
whom  1  now  have  it  in  contemplation  to  bring  for- 
ward as  district  judge  of  Maryland,  and  shall  do  so, 
provided  I  can  obtain  an  assurance,  that  such  an  ap-| 
pointment  would  be  acceptable   to  him.     But  as  I] 
cannot  take  any  direct  measures  to  draw  from  him  a 
sentiment  on  this  head,  I  must  request,  my  dear  Sir, 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  get  for  me,  if  you  can,      1 
such  information  upon  the  subject  as  will  enable  ntefl 
to  act  with  confidence  in  it.  and  convey  the  same  to 
me  as  soon  as  possible.     I  shall  leave  to  your  pru- 
dence and  discretion  the  mode  of  gaining  this  knowl- 
edge.    It  is  a  delicate  matter,  and  will  not  bear  any 
thing  like  a  direct  application,  if  there  is  the  least 
cause  to  apprehend  a  refusal.     1  have  observed  in  the 
papers,  that  Mr.  Hanson  has  been  appointed  chancel*      | 

'  Wshhington'*  letter  to  Haniian  is  printMl  by  Sparkt,  x..  53. 
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or  of  the  State  since  the  death  of  Mr.  [John]  Rogera. 
What  the  emoluments  of  this  office  are,  or  its  tenure, 
1  know  not,  therefore  can  form  no  opinion  how  far  it 
may  operate  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Johnson's  resigTiation  came  to  hand  too  late  to 
admit  of  a  new  appointment,  and  information  to  be 
given  of  it  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  act  for  hold- 
ing the  first  District  Court  in  Maryland.  However, 
if  this  had  not  been  the  case,  I  should  hardly  have 
hazarded  a  new  appointment  for  the  reasons  before 
mentioned,  until  I  had  good  grounds  to  believe  it 
would  be  accepted. 

Should  it  be  found,  that  the  office  of  district  judge 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  Mr.  Hanson.  Mr.  Paca 
has  been  mentioned  for  that  appointment ;  and,  al- 
though his  sentiments  have  not  been  altogether  in 
favor  of  the  general  government,  and  a  little  adverse 
on  the  score  of  paper  emissions,  I  do  not  know  but  his 
appointment  on  some  other  accounts  might  be  a 
proper  thing.  However,  this  will  come  more  fully 
under  consideration  if  Mr.  Hanson  should  not  wish 
to  be  brought  forward ;  and,  in  that  case,  I  will  thank 
you  to  give  me  information  relative  to  Mr.   Paca.' 

'  On  this  point  Mr.  McHenTy  aiuwered  :  "  I  have  had  ■  long  oonverurion 
wUh  Mt,  PacB,  I  h«i*«  cwry  reascrn  to  wy,  that  he  will  make  every  exertion 
in  h)>  power  to  execute  ihe  trust  in  the  tncMl  uiiexceptiunublc  manner.  1 
believe,  also,  thai  the  appointmeni  will  l)e  highly  gralifying  to  him,  and  1 
Ihtnk  it  may  have  political  f^ood  consequences." — Annapolis,  Oeccmber  roth. 

"  Mr.  Johnson  has,  as  you  nippofed,  declined  Ihe  appointment  of  judge  to 
the  dittrict  of  Maryland,  and  I  have  lately  appointed  Mr.  Paca  to  fill  that 
office.  Hr.  Thomat,  whom  you  recommend  for  that  place,  uiidoubtedly  pot- 
acne*  alt  thoae  qnalificationn,  which  yau  have  ascribed  to  htm  \  and,  eo  far  U 
ny  own  knowledge  of  that  gentleman  extend*,  he  it  justly  entitled  to  the  reptl- 
latioB  which  he  suftains.     But  in  appoiniinK  perwnt  to  office,  and  more  espc- 
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Mr.  Gustavus  Scott  and  Mr.  Robert  Smith  of  Baltl^ 
more  have  also  been  mentioned  for  the  office  ;  but  the 
age  and  inexperience  of  the  latter  is  In  my  opinioa 
an  insuperable  objection ;  for,  however  good  th^| 
qualifications  or  promising  the  talents  of  Mr.  Smith 
may  be,  it  will  be  expected  that  the  important  offices 
of  the  general  government,  and  more  especially  those 
of  the  judges,  should  be  filled  by  men  who  have  been 
tried  and  proved.  1  thank  you,  my  good  Sir,  for 
your  kind  wishes  for  my  health  and  happiness,  and 
reciprocate  them  with  sincerity.  With  very  great 
regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    EDMUND    RANDOLPH. 

Nkw  VoftK.  30  Notmnb«r,  i] 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  October  gave  me  pleasui 
as  I  not  only  entertain  hopes,  but  shall  fully  expect 
from  the  contents  of  it.  to  see  you  in  the  office  of 
attorney-general  when  the  purposes  mentioned  by  you 
for  the  delay  are  answered. 

I  shall  now  mention  some  matters  to  you  in  confi- 
dence. Mr.  Pendleton's  declining  to  accept  the  ap- 
pointment of  district  judge  has  embarrassed  me.  and 
this  embarrassment  was  not  a  little  increased  by  the 

ciall]!  in  the  judicial  departmenl,  rny  views  \vrt  been  much  guided  to  tbox 
characlen,  who  have  been  conspicuotis  in  theif  conntry  \  not  only  froai  an  »• 
pre»iciii  of  their  MM-vtcn.  but  upon  a  conudentioii.  thnl  they  h«d  been  tiM. 
ftnd  that  a  rcaiJiet  t-onfidcnce  wuulil  be;  pUced  in  them  by  the  public  tkui  ii 
others  perhaps  of  c<]uai  merit,  who  hid  never  beeo  proved.  Upon  this  pra> 
cipic  Mr.  Paca  certainly  &unda  prior  to  Mr.  Thomas  Rltho<i£h  the  Uncr  wkj 
pOMessIn  uhigh  a  d«gre««reryiiDahfic«iionr6qul>ite  in  %.  judge." — MWii'iy- 
ttm  A*  WilHam  Fitthugh,  34  Ucccmber,  I789. 
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lateness  of  the  period  at  which  (being  on  a  (our 
through  the  eastern  States)  I  came  to  tlie  knowledge 
of  it.     When  I  was  about  to  make  the  nominations 
in  the  judiciary  for  the  Union,  the   character  and 
abilities  of  Mr.  Wythe  did  not  escape  me;  and   1 
accordingly  consulted  such  gentlemen  from  the  State 
of  Virginia,  (then  in  this  city,)  as  I  thought  most 
likely  to  have  some  knowledge  of  his  inclinations. 
Their  opinion  was,  that,  as  he  had  lately  been  ap- 
pointed sole  Chancellor,  an  office  to  which  by  incli- 
nation he  was  led,  and  engaged  in  other  avocations, 
which  engrossed  his  attention  and  appeared  to  afford 
him  pleasure,  he  would  not  exchange  the  former  for 
a  federal  appointment.     However,  since  these  ap- 
pointments have  been  announced,  I  have  heard  that 
it  has  been  the  wonder  of  some  in  Virginia,  that  Mr. 
Wythe  should  have  been  overlooked.     The  cause  (if 
the  epithet  applies)  I  have  assigned.     And  if  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend  a  refusal  in  the  first  instance, 
the  non-acceptance  of  Colonel  Pendleton  would  be 
no  inducement  to  him  to  come  fonvard  in  the  second. 
To  consult  him  through  the  medium  of  a  friend  there 
was  not  time,  as  the  third  Tuesday  in   December  is 
Hthe  day  appointed  for  holding  the  District  Court  in 
Hthe   district   of   Virginia,   and    to    hazard   a   second 
"refusal    I   was  on  many  accounts  unwilling  to  do. 
I      Under  these  circumstances  I  have,  by  the  powers  of 
^ftthe  constitution,  appointed  Mr.  Cyrus  Grifiin  during 
~  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

[y  reasons  for  this  appointment  in  preference  to 
iny  other,  except  Mr.  Wythe,  are,  because  he  has, 
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(as  I  am  informed,)  been  regularly  bred  to  the  law, 
has  been  in  the  court  of  appeals,  has  been  discon- 
tinued of  the  Council  in  Virginia,  (contrar^'^  to  the 
expectation  of  his  friends  here  at  the  time,  who 
thought  that  his  temporary  appointment  as  a  nego* 
tiator  with  the  southern  Indians  would  not  briag^ 
him  under  the  disqualifying  law  of  Virginia.)  and 
thereby  thrown  entirely  out  of  employment,  and 
because  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  ascertain  with  pre- 
cision his  acceptance.  I  shall  say  nothing  of  his 
being  a  man  nf  amiable  character  and  of  competent 
abilities,  because  in  these  respects  some  of  the  pres- 
ent judges  in  that  State  may  be  his  equals;  but  to 
what  1  have  said  may  be  added,  he  has  no  employ- 
ment now,  and  needs  the  emolument  of  one  as  much 
as  any  of  them. 

I  will  not  conceal  from  you,  that  two  motives  have 
induced  me  to  give  this  explanation ;  the  first,  if  a 
favorable  opportunity  should  present  itself,  is,  that 
Mr.  Wythe  may,  in  a  delicate  manner,  be  informed 
of  the  principles  by  which  I  was  governed  in  this 
business ;  the  second,  that  my  inducements  to  ap- 
point Mr.  Griffin  may  not,  (if  the  propriety  of  it 
should  be  questioned.)  be  altogether  unknown.  For 
having  in  every  appointment  endeavored,  as  far  as 
my  own  knowledge  of  characters  extended,  or  infor- 
mation could  be  obtained,  to  select  the  fittest  and 
most  acceptable  persons,  and  having  reason  to 
believe  that  the  appointments,  which  have  been 
made  heretofore,  have  given  very  general  satis- 
faction, it  would  give  me  pain  if  Mr.  Wythe  or  anyj 
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of  his  friends  should  conceive,  that  he  has  been 
passed  by  from  improper  motives.  I  have  prejudices 
against  none,  nor  partialities  which  shall  bias  me  in 
favor  of  any  one.  If  I  err.  then,  my  errors  will  be 
of  the  head,  and  not  of  the  heart  of.  my  dear  Sir. 
your  most  obedient,  &c.' 


TO   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON,    SECRETARY    OF    THE 
TREASURY. 

Nkw  Yo»k.  17  D«c«Dibcf,  1789. 

3lR. 

I  As  I  am  uncertain  of  the  condition,  and  even  the 
oflfice,  in  which  the  papers  containing  accounts  of 
our  disbursements  for  subsistence  of  British  prisoners 
remain  ;  and  as  it  is  not  improbable,  that  some  nego- 
tiations may  (whenever  our  union  under  the  general 
government  shall  be  completed)  take  place  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  which  an 
accurate  understanding  of  those  accounts  will  become 
necessary,  I  have  therefore  tho't  proper  to  suggest 
the  expediency  of  having  some  immediate  attention 
paid  to  them. 

L    Notwithstanding,  on  as  fair  a  statement  of  expendi- 

'  In  reply,  Mr  RaQ<)ol|>h  uid:  "You  may  be  suufed,  tbo.t  Mr.  Wythe 
neither  wiihed  nor  expected  to  h*  the  successoi  o(  Mr.  Pendleton," — Ptcetn- 
ber  ijUi.  AgUQ  :  "  I  found  a  fortutLate  moiii«nt  for  a  cunvei^alion  with  Mr. 
Wythe.  He  ivpeated  what  I  wrote  to  yoa  in  answer  to  yout  favor  oE  the  30th 
nlllako.  Indeed  he  declared  hinitelf  happy  in  believing,  that  he  held  a  place 
in  yoar  eMeeu,  and  that  he  was  confident  you  had  looked  [owanls  him  whb 
•very  partiality,  which  he  could  with.  Nuy,  without  going  inlo  the  iletail  of 
our  dUcoanc,  I  am  convtn«d  from  his  own  mouth,  that  the  knowledgo  of  his 
present  Mluation  is  conMdereil  by  Inm  ia  the  only  rtaton  of  a  leal  on  the  l>ench 

:  being  tendered  to  him."^Kichmond,  December  ajd. 
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tures  as  could  now  be  made,  much  property  must 
undoubtedly  be  lost  by  the  United  States  for  want 
of  vouchers,  and  by  reason  of  the  negligence  with 
which  the  business  was  conducted  on  our  part,  yet  1 
was  always  impressed  with  an  idea,  that,  under  all 
these  disadvantageous  circumstances,  a  very  consid- 
erable balance  would  still  be  found  in  our  favor. 
My  present  wish  is,  to  have  the  subject  so  far 
investigated,  as  that  we  might  not  commit  ourselves 
by  bringing  forward  accounts,  which  had  better  con- 
tinue dormant.  Shou'd  there  be  no  danger  of  that 
kind,  it  would  then  be  desirable  to  have  the  business 
placed  in  a  state,  which  might  enable  us  to  speak 
from  a  general  knowledge  of  facts,  and  in  a  proper 
tone,  in  case  a  demand  of  the  American  posts  held 
by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  should  draw  pecuniary 
subjects  into  discussion.  I  believe  lists  of  property, 
carried  away  by  the  British  at  the  time  when  they 
evacuated  the  posts  they  had  occupied  during  the 
late  war,  are  lodged  in  the  oflfice  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO  JABEZ    BOWEN. 

Nkw  Vokk,  37  Deoember,  1789. 


Sir, 

The  letters  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
favor  me,  dated  in  October,  and  the  1 5th  of  the  pres-     , 
ent  month,  came  duly  to  hand,  and  are  entitled  to  n)y^| 
thanks  for  the  communications  contained  in  them.    As" 
it  is  possible  the  conduct  of  Rhode  Island,  (if  perse- 
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[vered  in,)  may  involve  questions  in  Congress,  which 
will  call  for  my  official  decisions,  it  is  not  fit  that  1 
should  express  more  than  a  wish,  in  reply  to  your 
letter,  that  the  legislature  at  the  coming  session  would 
lonsider  well  before  it  again  rejects  the  proposition 

[for  calling  a  convention  to  decide  on  their  accession 
to,  or  rejection  of,  the  present  government.  The 
adoption  of  it  by  North  Carolina  has  left  them  en- 
tirety alone.'  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
good  wishes,  and  with  esteem  and  regard,  I  am.  Sir, 

&C. 

*  At  the  AtM  convention  in  North  C&roHna  ilie  Conitiitation  wu  not  ratlAcd ; 
bat  ftt  *  second  convcalton,  held  in  November.  17B9,  it  was  adopted  by  •  mio 
joritjr  of  more  thou  two  lo  one,  the  »ole  being  one  hundred  and  ninety-lhree 
ift  the  affirmative,  and  «eTenly-(ive  in  the  itegattTc.  The  legialature  a(  Rhode 
IslAad,  during  the  se«uon  in  September,  had  «ent  an  addrcu  to  "The  Pren- 
dcDl.  the  Senate,  and  the  Houm  u(  Representalive*  of  \!ryiEttven  United  States 
o(  America  in  CongrcM  aucmbled,"  in  which  were  coo  lain  ed  explanations  o{ 
the  couru  pnrvaed  by  that  Slate  in  not  adopting  the  Conetitution. 

The  addrev-i  wai  on  [h«  vrhnle  condbatory,  and  gave  indtcalioo*  that  the 
tone  of  oppotition  was  somewhat  sub»i<!jng  in  Rhode  liland,  anil  would  in  no 
event  intcTTupl  the  hanuony  of  ihe  Union.  After  stating  the  {{rounds  upon 
which  the  objerlioni'  of  Rhode  Island  had  mainly  renled,  the  governoi  duaea 
bi*  coaununicalion,  in  behalf  of  tbelcfiislRiure.  as  follows:  "We  (eel  mir^vea 
attached  by  the  »tronge»t  tie»  oif  (HendKhip.  kindred,  and  of  interest  to  our  sit- 
ter States  ;  and  we  cannot,  without  the  greatest  reluctance,  looli  to  any  other 
quarter  for  ThoM  advantages  of  commercial  intercourse  which  we  conceive  to 
I  be  more  natural  and  lecipmcai  between  them  and  us." — Sfarki. 
I  Nearly  aia  piuntlu  later  Wa&htngton  was  given  an  opportunity  of  acknowl- 
edgir^  the  ratilication  by  Rhode  Uland  of  the  ContUtution  : 

"Having  now  attaincil  ihe  desirable  object  of  nniling  under  one  general  gov- 
ernment all  ihote  States,  which  were  originally  confederated,  we  have  a  right 
to  expect,  with  the  blaiing  of  adivine  Providence,  that  our  country  will  afford 
us  all  those  domestic  enjoyments,  of  which  a  free  people  only  can  bout ;  and 
at  the  same  time  secure  that  respectability  abroad,  which  she  is  entitled  to  by 
nature  and  from  nrcumiiances.  Since  the  bond  of  union  it  now  complete,  and 
l_Wc  fmce  more  contidcT  oursclvei  as  one  family,  it  is  much  lo  be  hoped.  tb«t 

srcMchctwill  cea*e  and  prejudices  bedone  away  :  tor  me  should  all  remember, 
Ibai  we  arc  member*  of  that  community,  upon  whose  general  suoc«m  depends. 
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SPEECH    TO  SOTH   HOUSES  OP   CONGRESS,    JANUARY  8tH, 

1790. 


A 


Fbllow-Citizens  of  ths  Sknatb 

AXD  House  or  Represrktativrs  ; 

I  embrace  with  great  satisfaction  (he  opportunity,  which  now 
presents  itself,  of  congratulating  you  on  the  present  favorable 
prospects  of  our  public  affairs.  The  recent  accession  of  the  im- 
portant State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  (of  which  official  inforroation  has  been  received),  the  ris- 
ing credit  and  respectability  of  our  country,  and  the  general  and 
increasing  good  will  towards  the  government  of  the  Union,  and 
the  concord,  peace,  and  plenty,  with  which  wc  arc  blessed,  are 
circumstances  auspicious,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  our  nati< 
prosperity. 

In  resuming  yourconsuitattont<  for  the  general  good, yott 
but  derive  encouragement  from  the  reflection,  that  the  DMUurtt' 
of  the  last  session  have  been  as  satisfactory  to  your  constituents, 
as  the  novelty  and  difficulty  of  the  work  allowed  you  to  hope. 
Still  further  to  realise  their  expectations,  and  to  secure  the  blest- 
iBgs>  which  a  gracious  Providence  has  placed  within  our  reach, 
irill,  in  the  course  of  the  present  important  session,  call  for  the 
cool  and  deliberate  exertion  of  your  patriotism,  firmness,  and 
wisdom. 

Among  the  many  interesting  objects,  which  will  engage  your 
attention,  that  of  providing  for  the  common  defence  will  ment 
particular  regard.  To  be  prepared  for  war  is  one  of  the  most 
effectual  means  of  preserving  peace. 

A  free  people  ought  not  only  to  be  armed,  but  disciplined ;  to 
which  end  a  uniform  and  well-digested  plan  is  requisite  ;  and  their 
safety  and  Interest  require,  that  they  should  promote  such  manu- 
factories as  tend  to  render  them  independent  on  others  for  essen- 
tial, particularly  for  militaiy,  supplies. 


4 
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our  pariiculiu  and  individual  welfare  \  and.  therefore,  if  vrc  mean  to  svppwt 
tli«  liberty  and  in  depeu deuce,  vrhtcliil  hu  coec  «s  to  much  blood  Badtreatwei* 
Mtsbltsh.  wcmust  drive  faraway  the  demon  ol  party  spirit  and  local  rrprocck.'* 
—  Wathinsitm  ta  Govtmor  Arthur  Fimner,  4  June.  1790. 
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H     The  proper  establishment  of  the  troops,  which  may  be  deemed 
'  indispensable,  will  be  entitled  to  mature  consideration.     In  the 
arrangements  which  may  be  made  respecting  it,  it  will  be  of  im- 
portance to  conciliate  the  comfortable  support  of  the  ofTicers  and 
_  soldiers  with  a  due  regard  to  economy. 

^     There  was  reason  to  hope,  that  the  pacific  measures,  adopted 

with  regard  to  certain  hostile  tribes  of  Indians,  would  have  re- 

_^lieved  the  inhabitants  of  our  southern  and  western  frontiers  from 

Btheir  depredations.     But  you  will  perceive,  from  the  informatioo 

contained  in  the  papers,  which  I  shall  direct  to  be  laid  before 

tyou,  (comprehending  a  communication  from  the  commonwealth 
tA  Virginia,)  that  we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  afford  protection  to 
those  parts  of  the  Union,  and,  if  necessary,  to  punish  sj^'gressors. 
The  interest  of  the  United  States  requires,  that  our  intercourse 
with  other  nations  should  be  facilitated  by  such  provisions  as  will 
enable  me  to  fulfil  my  duty  in  that  respect,  in  the  manner  which 
circumstances  may  render  most  conducive  to  the  public  good  : 
and,  to  this  end,  that  the  compensations,  to  be  made  to  the  per* 
sons  who  may  be  employed,  should,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  appointments,  be  deiined  by  law,  and  a  competent  fund 
designated  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  conduct  of 

Pour  foreign  affairs. 
Various  considerations  also  reader  it  expedient,  that  the  terms, 
on   which  foreigners  may  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens, 
should  be  speedily  ascertained  by  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalizatiocL 

Uniformity  in  the  currency,  weights,  and  measures  of  the 
United  States  is  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  will,  t  am 
persuaded,  be  duly  attended  to. 

The  advancement  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures, 
by  alt  proper  means,  will  not,  I  trust,  need  recommendation.  But 
I  cannot  forbear  intimating  to  you  the  expediency  of  giving  effec- 
tual encouragement,  as  well  to  the  introduction  of  new  and  useful 
inventions  from  abroad,  as  to  the  exertions  of  skill  and  genius  in 
producing  them  at  home;  and  of  facilitating  the  intercoune  be* 
tween  the  distant  parts  of  our  country  by  a  due  attention  to  the 
post-office  and  post-roads. 

Nor  am  I  less  persuaded,  that  you  will  agree  with  me  in  opin- 
ion, thai  there  is  nothing  which  ran  better  deserve  your  patron- 
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age  than  the  promotion  of  science  and  Hteratare.  Knowledge  is 
in  every  coantry  the  surest  basis  of  public  happiness.  In  one, 
in  which  the  measures  of  governmcm  receive  their  impression  ao 
immediately  from  the  sense  of  the  community,  as  in  curs,  it  is 
pro  port  ionably  essential.  To  the  security  of  a  free  conatitulioa  tt 
contributes  in  various  ways ;  by  convincing  those  who  arc  in«] 
trusted  with  the  public  administration,  that  every  valuable  end  of 
government  is  best  answered  by  the  enlightened  confidence  of  the 
people  ;  and  by  teaching  the  people  themselves  to  know,  and  to 
value  their  own  rights  ;  to  discern  and  provide  against  invasions 
of  thum  ;  to  distinguish  between  oppression  and  the  necessary  ex- 
ercise of  lawful  authority,  between  burthens  proceeding  from 
disregard  to  their  convenience  and  those  resulting  from  the  inev*' 
itable  exigencies  of  society  ;  to  discriminate  the  spirit  of  liberty 
from  that  of  licentiousness,  cherishing  the  first,  avoiding  the  last, 
and  uniting  a  ^ecdy  but  temperate  vigilance  against  encroach* 
ments,  with  an  inviolable  respect  to  the  laws.  ' 

Whether  this  desirable  object  will  be  the  best  promoted  by 
affording  aids  to  seminaries  of  learning  already  established,  by 
the  institution  of  a  national  university,  or  by  any  other  expedi- 
ents, will  be  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
legislature. 


Genti^uen  or  the  House  of  Kepresentatites: 

I  saw  with  peculiar  pleasure,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  the 
resolution  entered  into  by  you,  expressive  of  your  opinion,  thai 
an  adequate  provision  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit  is* | 
matter  of  high  importance  to  the  national  honor  and  prosperity. 
In  this  sentiment  1  entirely  concur.  And  to  a  perfect  confidence 
in  your  best  endeavors  to  devise  such  a  provision  as  will  be  truly 
consistent  with  the  end,  I  add  an  equal  reliance  on  the  cheerful 
co-operation  of  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature.  It  would  be 
superfluous  to  specify  inducements  to  a  measure,  in  which  the 
character  and  permanent  interests  of  the  United  States  are  so 
obviously  and  so  deeply  concerned,  and  which  has  received  10 
explicit  a  sanction  from  your  declaration. 
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HGBXTLEMEH  OF  THE   SeNATS 

H  AND  House  of  KEPResEKTATtves : 

V  I  have  directed  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  you  respect- 
ively such  papers  and  estimates  as  regard  the  affairs  particularly 
recommended  to  your  consideration,  and  necessary  to  convey  to 
you  Chat  information  of  the  State  of  the  Union,  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  afford. 

•  The  welfare  of  our  country  is  the  great  object  to  which  our 
cares  and  efforts  ought  to  be  directed  ;  and  I  shall  derive  great 
satisfaction  from  a  co-operation  with  you  in  the  pleasing  though 
arduous  task  of  insuring  to  our  fellow-citizens  the  blessings 
which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  free,  efficient,  and  equal 
govenunenL 


TO   CATHARINE    MACAULAV    GRAHAM. 

New  York,  9  Jannaiy,  1790. 

Madam, 

■  Your  obliging  letter  dated  in  October  last  has  been 
received,  and,  as  I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  have 
more  leisure  than  at  present  to  throw  together  a  few 

I  observations  in  return  for  yours,  I  take  up  my  pen  to 
do  it  by  this  early  occasion. 
In  the  first  place  \  thank  you  for  your  congratula- 
tory sentiments  on  the  event,  which  has  placed  me  at 
the  head  of  the  American  government,  as  well  as  for 
the  indulgent  partiality,  which  it  is  to  be  feared,  how- 
fever,  may  have  warped  your  judgment  too  much  in 
my  favor.  But  you  do  me  no  more  than  justice  in 
supposing,  that,  if  1  had  been  permitted  to  indulge 
my  first  and  fondest  wish,  I  should  have  remained  in 
a  private  station. 

■  Although  neither  the  present  age  nor  posterity 
may  possibly  give  me  full  credit  for  the  feelings,  which 
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I  have  experienced  on  this  subject,  yet  I  have  a  con- 
sciousness that  nothing  short  of  an  absolute  convic- 
tion of  duty  could  ever  have  brought  me  upon  the 
scenes  of  public  life  again.  The  establishment  of 
our  new  government  seemed  to  be  the  last  great  ex< 
periment  for  promoting  human  happiness  by  a  rea- 
sonable compact  in  civil  society.  It  was  to  be  in  the 
5rst  instance,  in  a  considerable  degree,  a  government 
of  accommodation  as  well  as  a  government  of  laws. 
Much  was  to  be  done  by  prudence,  much  by  concili- 
ation, much  by  firmness.  Few,  who  are  not  philo- 
sophical spectators,  can  realize  the  difficult  and  deli- 
cate part,  whicli  a  man  in  my  situation  had  to  act. 
All  see,  and  most  admire,  the  glare  which  hovers 
round  the  external  happiness  of  elevated  office.  To 
me  there  is  nothing  in  it  beyond  the  lustre,  which  may 
be  rellected  from  its  connexion  with  a  power  of  pro 
moting  human  felicity. 

In  our  progress  towards  political  happiness  my 
station  is  new,  and,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  I  walk 
on  untrodden  ground.  There  is  scarcely  an  action 
the  motive  to  which  may  not  be  subject  to  a  double 
interpretation.  There  is  scarcely  any  part  of  my  con 
duct,  which  may  not  hereafter  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent Under  such  a  view  of  the  duties  inherent  to 
my  arduous  office,  I  could  not  but  feel  a  diffidence  in 
myself  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  anxiety  for  the  com- 
munity, that  every  new  arrangement  should  be  made 
in  the  best  possible  manner,  on  the  other.  If,  after 
all  my  humble  but  faithful  endeavors  to  advance  the 
felicity  of  my  country  and  mankind,  I  may  indulge  a 
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Ope  that  my  labors  have  not  been  altogether  with- 
ut  success,  it  will  be  the  only  real  compensation  I 

I  can  receive  in  the  closing  scenes  of  life. 
On  the  actual  situation  of  this  country  under  its 
new  government,  I  will,  in  the  next  place,  make  a  few 
remarks.  That  the  government,  though  not  actually 
perfect,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  world,  I  have  little 
doubt.  I  always  believed,  that  an  unequivocally  free 
f  and  equal  representation  of  the  people  in  the  legisla- 
ture, together  with  an  efficient  and  responsible  execu- 
•  tive,  were  the  great  pillars  on  which  the  preservation 
of  American  freedom  must  depend.  It  was  indeed 
next  to  a  miracle,  that  there  should  have  been  so  much 
unanimity  in  points  of  such  importance  among  such 
a  number  of  citizens,  so  widely  scattered,  and  so  dif- 
ferent in  their  habits  in  many  respects,  as  the  Ameri- 
cans were.  Nor  arc  the  growing  unanimity  and  in- 
creasing good  will  of  the  citizens  to  the  government 
less  remarkable,  than  favorable  circumstances.  So 
far  as  we  have  gone  with  the  new  government,  (and 
it  is  completely  organized  and  in  operation,)  we  have 

I  had  greater  reason,  than  the  most  sanguine  could 
expect,  to  be  satisfied  with  its  success.  Perhaps  a 
number  of  accidental  circumstances  have  concurred 
with  the  real  effects  of  the  government  to  make  the 
people  uncommonly  well  pleased  with  their  situation 
and  prospects.  The  harvests  of  wheat  have  been 
remarkably  good,  the  demand  for  that  article  from 
abroad  is  great,  the  increase  of  commerce  is  visible 
in  every  port,  and  the  number  of  new  manufactures 
introduced  in  one  year  is  astonishing.     1  have  lately 
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made  a  tour  through  the  eastern  States.  I  found  the 
country  in  a  great  degree  recovered  from  the  ravages 
of  war;  the  Towns  flourishing,  and  the  people 
delighted  with  a  government  instituted  by  themselves, 
and  for  their  own  good.  The  same  facts  I  have  also 
reason  to  believe,  from  good  authority,  exist  in  the 
southern  States. 

By  what  I  have  just  observed,  I  think  you  will  be 
persuaded,  that  the  ill-boding  politicians,  who  prog- 
nosticated that  America  never  would  enjoy  any  fruits 
from  her  independence,  and  that  she  would  be  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  a  foreign  power  for  protection, 
have  at  least  been  mistaken.  I  shall  sincerely  rejoice 
to  see,  that  the  American  revolution  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  happy  consequences  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  The  renovation  of  the  French  constitu- 
tion is  indeed  one  of  the  most  wonderful  events  ^j 
in  the  history  of  mankind,  and  the  agency  of^^ 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  in  a  high  degree  honorable 
to  his  character.  My  greatest  fear  has  been,  that  the 
nation  would  not  be  sufficiently  cool  and  moderate  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  security  of  that  liberty, 
of  which  it  seems  to  be  fully  possessed. 

Mr.  Warville,  the  French  gentleman  you  mention, 
has  been  in  America  and  at  Mount  Vernon,  but  has 
returned  some  time  since  to  France.  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton is  well,  and  desires  her  compliments  may  be  pre-  , 
sented  to  you.  We  wish  the  happiness  of  your  fire-  ■ 
side,  as  we  also  long  to  enjoy  that  of  our  own  at 
Mount  Vernon.  Our  wishes,  you  know  were  limited, 
and    I   think  that  our  plans  of   living  will  now  be 
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deemed  reasonable  by  the  considerate  part  of  our 
species.  Her  wishes  coincide  with  my  own,  as  to 
simplicity  of  dress,  and  every  thing  which  can  tend 
to  support  propriety  of  character,  without  partaking 
of  the  folhes  of  luxury-  and  ostentation.  1  am  with 
great  regard,  &c 


to  chakles  pincknev,  covtrnor  of  south  carolina. 

[private.] 

Nkw  Voxk,  tt  Januur,  1790. 
^EAR    SlU, 

Although  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  enter  so  fully  as 
I  could  wish  into  an  investigation  of  the  interesting 
subjects,  discussed  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  last 
month,  yet  I  would  not  deny  myself  the  satisfaction 
of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  and  of  expressing 
my  obligations  for  the  sentiments,  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  been  pleased  to  suggest.' 

'     *  Governxir  ^nckney's  l«lt«r  related  to  %  treaty  with  Spsin,  and  with  tbe 
soatlieni  Indi.iTU.     Ak  to  the  former,  he  i^aid  : 

•'  Upon  ihc  concluiion  of  peace  I  believe  it  w»s  the  tnccntion  of  that  court 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  atnity  anil  commerce  with  a*,  to  be  out  friends,  and  lo 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote  the  inleicourtc.  But  they  mistook 
tbe  means ;  for,  inilead  of  (ormlog  a  trealp  upon  the  teroii,  which  would  have 
cnwrett  a  reciprocity  of  benelitx,  they  thought  the  bett  way  to  remove  vrvrf 
fature  cround  of  diRcnencc,  lo  prevent  our  becgmine  dangeroui  ncifihbors, 
■nd  lo  keep  us  at  ^dbtance,  was  to  prupow  the  surrender  of  a  right,  as  degrad- 
ing to  tbe  honor,  as  it  would  have  been  injurioua  to  the  interests,  of  the  Union. 
I  happened  lo  be  in  Congress  at  the  time  the  proposal  was  brought  forward 
through  the  then  secretary,  Mr.  Jay.  Karing  more  leisure,  or  having  more 
aatarely  considered  the  offer,  I  was  requested  by  the  opponents  lo  prepare  an 
answer  to  the  reiuoni,  which  Mr.  Jay  offered  in  xuppurt  of  Mr.  Gardoqui'a 
propoaals.  This  I  did,  and  being  afterwards  denired  by  many  of  Iheaouthera 
members  to  furnish  Ihem  with  copies,  I  had  ■  few  printed,  which  were  confi- 
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A  new  monarch  having  succeeded  lo  the  thTX)n< 
of  Spain,  it  remains  to  be  ascertained  how  far  hit 
court  may  insist  upon  those  exclusive  claims  to  th( 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which  have  hithertc 


ttentially  deliverec)  lo  tome  of  oiy  fricndi  for  tbrjr  information  apon  a  vabjec 
which  *l  ihac  lime  very  much  en|ia;c«il  tlie  Btieiilioii  uf  the  pablic 

"  The  couri  of  S{mJn,  heiog  defeated  in  thit  meoEure,  have  appcmred  to  nM^ 
cotirdy  to  duLngc  their  gnojid.  The  ori^piul  and  I  bclicTc  the  onlr  rcajon  of 
Spain'!  anxiety  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  at.  wu.  lo  ncchk  her  American  con- 
lineDtal  potnessioni  from  being  at  any  time  the  object  of  invasion  or  inialt  from 
the  soothera,  or  more  probably  the  wcsle]D,  inhabitant!  of  the  Union.  The 
rrer  dreaded  the  xeltlcment  of  the  wcitera  tenitory.  and  looked  forward  to  ' 
time  when  it  would  become  iicccs«ary  fur  iw  inhnbitanlt  to  use  the  Mtst'iMlpftil 
a>  ■  period  very  likely  lo  produce  those  uneaitn»«e*,  which  irould  perhapteodj 
in  ihe  iiivn^ion  of  their  dominions.  Had  chcy  al  (int  proposed  a  wlid  and 
ciprocally  beneficial  treaty,  tt  would  have  prcvcnied,  or  at  least  postponed  fa 
a  number  of  yean,  any  danger  of  thlti  ton  ;  but  baring,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
served, wrongly  conceived  of  the  means  of  effecting  it,  and  bcicig  foiled  in  thdrj 
first  attempt,  they  ha»e  now  chang^  their  ground.  They  are  endeavoring,  1 
every  eicrtion  in  tbeir  power,  to  attach,  not  only  Ihe  tcuthcrn  Indian>,  bm 
many  a«  ihey  powtbly  can  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  territory,  closely  i 
their  interest." — Charhttett,  December  i4ih,  I78q. 

These  views,  reipecitng  the  disposition  of  tbe  Spanish  coart  towards  tlie 
United  Suics  at  the  time  of  the  general  treaty  of  peace,  may  at  least  b« 
dnuhted.  The  refusal  of  that  conrt  lo  receive  Mr.  Carmichael  in  the  charac- 
ter oi  Ckarg/Jt  Affairtt,  after  the  tigning  of  the  Ircaty,  and  the  rclnctance 
with  which  they  a  1  lail  aascnletl,  throuj{h  the  pctvntal  agency  of  Lafayette, 
would  not  indicate  any  desire  lo  form  ties  of  alliance  with  the  United  States. 
— Dipl»mAiu  i^rttpondmct,  vol.  x.,  p.  30.  Nor  did  the  icdtous  mattoei  io 
which  the  negotiation  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Gardot^gi,  after  hs  came  to  the 
United  Staiet,  and  the  claim!;  made  by  him,  present  the  dcsi^as  of  tbe  Span- 
ish cabinet  under  a  more  favorable  aspect.  Much  light  on  this  subject  maf 
be  gathered  from  a  curious  Memoir,  addreuted  by  Count  d'Aranda  to  the  King 
of  Spain  tmm'CdLntrly  after  signing  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  which  tlie  indepen- 
dcnccof  the  United  Staler  was  rccogniied  by  Spain.  %kv  V Espagn*  tout  Ut  Rtii 
de  /a  Maitmt  dt  Bourtvn,  torn.  vL,  p.  4$.  This  work  is  a  French  traiHladoa 
tAQ»-x.^%  Mtmoirs  pj  tkt  Kings  p/  Spainvf  tiu  Hfvttof  B»frbpH,%xi^  coniaint, 
be^de  the  above  Memoir  by  Count  d'Aranda,  several  important  additions,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  tbe  policy  and  conduct  of  Spain  during  the  Americaa 
fnx.—^rkt. 
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prevented  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  that  nation.  Mr.  Gardoqui  went 
to  Spain  some  time  ago  ;  nor  have  we  received 
any  thing  official  from  thence  since  his  departure. 
A  private  gentleman,  (a  man  of  good  intelligence,) 
lately  returned  from  Spain  to  America,  mentions 
Ba  report  was  believed  when  he  sailed,  that  the 
Americans  of  the  United  States  had  formed  a 
successful  expedition  against  the  Spanish  territory 
in  their  neighborhood,  and  that  the  report  had  oc- 
casioned great  sensations  in  the  kingdom.  What* 
ever  may  be  the  future  policy  of  that  nation,  I  am 
disposed  to  become  as  well  acquainted  with  the 
—  merits  of  the  subjects,  which  have  been  agitated 
^between  them  and  us  since  the  war,  as  my  other 
duties  and  avocations  will  admit     For  this  reason, 


con- 


Kin  particular,  I  thank  your  Excellency  for  your 

"fidential  communication. 

As  to  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs,  1  can  only  say 
in  general,  that  your  sentiments  on  the  expediency  of 
entering  into  treaties  with  those  nations,  upon  just 
terms,  perfectly  coincide  with  my  own.  From  the 
official  report  of  the  late  commissioners  for  treating 
with  the  Creeks,  &c.,  it  seems  almost  certain,  that 
the  connexion  of   Mr.  McGilHvray  with  Spain  was 

Bthe  principal  cause  for  preventing  the  conclusion  of 
the  proposed  treaty.  Their  report,  (which  is  this 
day  to  be  delivered  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the 

_  Senate,)  will  indicate  fully  the  progress  and  issue  of 
liat   business,  and    the  executive  will  probably  be 
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possessed  of  such  documents,  as  may  be  useful 
taking  ulterior  measures.' *  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
entirely  persuaded,  that  the  present  general  govern- 
ment will  endeavor  to  lay  the  foundation  for  its  pro- 
ceedings in  national  justice,  faith,  and  honor.     But 
should  the  government,  after  having  attempted  in] 
vain  every  reasonable  pacific  measure,  be  obliged  to] 
have  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  of  Its  citizens, 
I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  sound  policy  and  good 
economy  will  point  to  a  prompt  and  decisive  effort, 
rather  than  to  defensive  and  lingering  operations.  / 

Should  your  Excellency,  aftc    the   expiration   of 
your  office,  prosecute  your  proposed  voyage  to  France.      1 
you  will  find,  I  presume,  most  extraordinary  events     ■ 
have  taken  place  in  that  kingdom.    Although  all  their^f 
political  arrangements  are  not  yet  settled,    I   hope 
they  will  be  happily,  before  the  period  to  which  you 
allude. 

My  late  tour  through  the  eastern  States  has  been  ^ 
of  salutary  consequence  in  con6rming  my  health,  ifl 
have  likewise  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  how  far^ 
the  country  is  recovered  from  the  ravages  of  war.  and 
how  well  the  inhabitants  are  disposed  to  support  the^y 
general  government.  ^^ 

Not  being  master  of  my  own  time,  nor  accustomed 
to  make  personal  engagements,  which  from  contin* 
gency  might  become  impracticabJe,  I  can  only  say 
in  regard  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  that 
nothing  would  give    me   greater  pleasure    than   to 

■  Tlili  repon  b  printed  in  Lowrie  h.  CUike's  Amtritmn  Sutt  P^t^u  toI. 
*»-.  P*  $9- 
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have  it  in  my  power  to  visit  all  the  southern  States. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c. 


TO    THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

■  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  duly  your  letter,  dated 
the  15th  of  December  last :  but  I  thought  proper  to 
delay  answering  or  mentioning  the  contents  of  it, 
until  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Madison,  who,  I  under- 
stood, had  been  with  you.  He  arrived  yesterday  ; 
kand  I  now  take  th?  earliest  opportunity  of  mention- 
ing to  you  the  result  of  my  reflections,  and  the  expe- 
cliency  of  your  deciding,  at  as  early  a  period  as  may 
consist  with  your  convenience,  on  the  important  sub- 
ject before  you. 

B  Previous  to  any  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  oflfice, 
to  which  you  have  been  recently  appointed,  I  will 

_  premise  that  I  feel  such  delicacy  and  embarrassment, 

I  in  consequence  of  the  footing  on  which  you  have 
placed  your  final  determination,  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  recur  to  the  first  ground  on  which  I 
rested  the  matter.  In  confidence,  therefore,  1  will 
tell  you  plainly,  that  I  wish  not  to  oppose  your 
inclinations,  and  that,  after  you  shall  have  been  made 

»a  little  farther  acquainted  with  the  tight  in  which  I 
view  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  it  must  be  at 
your  option  to  determine  relative  to  your  acceptance 
of  it,  or  continuance  in  your  office  abroad.' 

*  "  I  wrote  Tou  on  wh«t  \oo\\a%  \  had  plAced  the  Preildeoi's  ptopOBil  to  nw 
to  QBdertrnke  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Slate.     His  BBSver  still  le{t  mc  at  lib* 


468 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


£1790 


I  consider  the  successful  administration  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  as  an  object  of  almost  infinite  con* 
sequence  to  the  present  and  future  happiness  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  consider  the  office 
of  secretary  for  the  department  of  state  very  impor- 
tant on  many  accounts,  and  1  know  of  no  person,  who 
in  my  judgment  could  better  execute  the  duties  of  it  ^ 
than  yourself.  Its  duties  will  probably  be  not  quite  ^^ 
so  arduous  and  complicated  in  their  execution,  as 
you  might  have  been  led  at  the  first  moment  to  ima- 
gine. At  least,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that, 
after  the  division  of  all  the  business  of  a  domestic 
nature  between  the  departments  of  the  treasury,  war, 
and  state,  those  which  would  be  comprehended  in  the 
latter  might  be  performed  by  the  same  person,  who 
should  have  the  charge  of  conducting  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs.  The  experiment  was  to  be  made; 
and,  if  it  shall  be  found,  that  the  fact  is  different,  I 
have  little  doubt  that  a  farther  arrangement  or  divi- 
sion of  the  business  in  the  office  of  the  department  of 
state  will  be  made  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  it  to 
be  performed,  under  the  superintendence  of  one  man, 
with  facility  to  himself,  as  well  as  with  advantage  and 
satisfaction  to  the  public.  Those  observations,  how- 
ever, you  will  be  pleased  to  remark,  are  merely  mat- 
ters of  opinion.  But,  in  order  that  you  may  be  the 
better  prepared  to  make  your  ultimate  decision  on 

erty  to  accept  it  or  retam  loFrtncc  ;  bal  I  MWplsinljr  be  prcfcrttdthefomiet. 
tnd  hkve  leVRcd  from  several  quarlcn  il  will  t>e  gcncralljr  moTe  oerecabte. 
CoDiequcDtly,  lo  have  gone  back  wquU  have  exposed  me  to  the  danger  of  giv. 
ing  diiguil,  anil  1  value  no  office  enough  (or  Uiat.  ]  am,  Uienfore,  now  os 
uy  way  to  vQttr  od  the  n«w  office." — Jtfftrten  l»  Shvrt,  la  Marcb,  1790. 


good  grounds,  I  think  it  necessary  to  add  one  fact, 
which  is  this,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
information  from  all  quarters,  your  late  appointment 
has  given  very  extensive  and  very  great  satisfaction 

'to  the  public.  My  original  opinion  and  wish  may  be 
collected  from  my  nomination. 

As  to  what  you  mention  in  the  latter  part  of  your 
letter,  I  can  only  observe,  I  do  not  know  that  any 
alteration  is  likely  to  take  place  in  the  commission 
from  the  United  States  to  the  court  of  France.  The 
necessary  arrangements,  with  regard  to  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations,  have  never  yet  been  taken 
up  on  a  great  scale  by  this  government,  because  the 
department,  which  comprehended  affairs  of  that  na- 

I  ture,  has  never  been  properly  organized,  so  as  to 
bring  the  business  well  and  systematically  before  the 
executive  If  you  should  finally  determine  to  take 
upon  yourself  the  duties  of  the  department  of  state, 
it  would  be  highly  requisite  for  you  to  come  on  im- 
mediately, as  many  things  are  required  to  be  done 
while  Congress  is  in  session,  rather  that  at  any 
other  time,  and  as  in  that  case  your  presence 
might  doubtless  be  much  better  dispensed  with 
after  a  little  time  than  at  the  present  moment 
Or,  in  all  events,  it  will  be  essential  that  I  should 
be  informed  of  your  conclusive  option,  so  that,  if 
you  return  to  France,  another  person  may  be,  at 
as  early  a  day  as  possible,  nominated  to  fill  the 
department  of  state. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard  and  esteem, 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 
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TO    EDMUND    RANDOLPH,  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Nnv  VosK,  31  F«bn>Mr.  1790. 

Sir, 

I  have  weighed  with  deliberate  attention  the  coa* 
tents  of  your  letter  of  yesterday  ;  and.  although  that 
consideration  may  result   in  an  approbation  of  the 
ideas  therein  suggested,  yet  1  do  not  at  present  feel 
myself  authorized  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  measures 
which  you  propose.     For,  as  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  made  under  it  must  mark  H 
the  line  of  my  official  conduct,  I  could  not  justify  my  " 
taking  a  single  step  in  any  matter,  which  appeared 
to  me  to  require  their  agency,  without  its  being  first       i 
obtained ;  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  form  a  H 
judgment  upon  the  objects  held  up  to  view  in  your 
letter,  they  cannot  be  effected  without  the  operation  ^ 
of  a  law.  " 

As  an  act  must  necessarily  be  passed  to  extend      i 
the  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  fl 
of  North  Carolina,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  clause  might  ~ 
be  there  introduced  to  establish  that  uniformity  and 
precision  in  the  business  of  the  United  States  in  each 
district,   which  you  observe  is  highly  proper  to  be 
effected,  and  to  make  such  other  regulations  as  may 
be  thought  necessary.      I   however  only  suggest  this 
idea  to  you,  that  you  may,  if  you  think  proper,  men* 
tion  it  to  such  members  of  the  Senate  and   House  of       i 
Representatives  as  are  acquainted  with  the  subject,  H 
and  thereby  have  the  matter  brought  to  view  when- 
ever the  abovementioned  act  shall  be  under  consider- 
ation.     I  am,  with  great  esteem,  &c. 


I 

I 

I 
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to  david  stuart. 

Dear  Sir,  ^^  ^*'*'''  '*  "■^'  '790- 

•  ««»•« 

I  am  sorry  such  jealousies  as  you  speak  of  should 
be  gaining  ground,  and  are  poisoning  the  minds  of  the 
southern  people  ; '  but  admit  the  f»ct,  which  is  alleged 
]as  the  cause  of  them,  and  give  it  full  scope,  does  it 
amount  to  more  than  what  was  known  to  every  man 
of  information  before,  at.  and  since  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  ?  Was  it  not  always  believed, 
that  there  are  some  points  which  peculiarly  interest 
the  eastern  States  ?  And  did  any  one.  who  reads 
human  nature,  and  more  especially  the  character  of 
the  eastern  people,  conceive  that  they  would  not  pur- 
sue them  steadily  by  a  combination  of  their  force? 


Fmm  Or.  Stuarfi  Lftitr. — "A  spirit  of  jctlotuy,  which  m^y  hecome  d»i». 
fctoiu  10  the  Union,  towiiiU  the  euti.-ni  Siai«k.  leems  to  be  growing  fui 
among  us.  It  is  represented,  that  the  northern  phalanx  is  so  finiily  united,  as 
to  bear  down  all  opposition,  white  Virginia  la  ttnsupporled,  even  hy  those  wha«e 
interests  are  similar  to  hers.  It  is  the  Ungunge  of  all  I  have  seen  on  (heir  re- 
turn from  New  York.  Colonel  Lee  tells  mc,  that  many,  who  weir  warm  bup> 
poiteri  of  [he  govcrnnieut,  are  changing  their  sentiment*,  from  a  conviction  of 
the  impracticability  of  union  with  Staiet.  whose  interests  are  so  disKimiUr  to 
those  of  Vi[]ginis.  1  fear  Ihc  Colonel  is  one  of  the  number.  The  Laie  appli- 
cations to  Congress,  respecting  the  slavex.  wQl  cenainly  tend  lo  promote  this 
sptril.  It  gives  particular  umbrage,  that  the  Quakers  should  be  ko  busy  in  this 
faosineu.  That  they  will  raise  up  a  storm  against  themselves,  appears  to  tne 
very  certain.  Mr.  Mailison's  scntimcnis  are  varioti»ty  spoken  of :  so  much  so, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  aiccrlain  whether  they  are  approved  of  by  a  majority  or 
no4.  The  commercial  and  most  noisy  part  is  certainly  against  them.  It 
appears  (o  mc  lo  be  %ucli  a  deviation  Item  the  plain  and  beaten  Cisck,  as  mul 
make  every  creditor  of  (he  public  tremble.  His  plan  of  discriminKion,  Is 
fotuiled  100  mutJi  on  principles  of  equity  to  please  even  those,  who  have  advo- 
cated always  a  discrimination.  If  the  public  was  to  gain  what  the  original 
boldeT«  l<Mt  in  their  Mies,  I  believe  it  oould  have  pleased  Uils  description  of 
ciliacAS  belter." — Abingdon.  Virginia,  March  Igth. 
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Are  there  not  other  points,  which  equally  concern  the  " 
southern    States?      If    these    States   are    less   tena- 
cious of  their  interest,  or  if,  whilst  the  eastern   move 
in  a  solid  phalanx  to  effect  their  views,  the  southern 
are  always  divided,  which  of  the  two  is  most  to  be  m 
blamed  ?     That  there  is  a  diversity  of  interests  in  the  ™ 
Union  none  has  denied.     That  this  is  the  case,  also, 
in  every  State  is  equally  certain  ;  and  that  it  even  ex- 
tends  to  the  counties  of  individual  States  can  be  as 
readily  proved.     Instance  the  southern  and  northern 
parts   of    Virginia,    the    upper    and  lower    parts  of 
South  Carolina,  &c.     Have  not  the  interests  of  these  ^ 
always  been  at    variance  ?     Witness  the   county  of  H 
Fairfax.      Have  not  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
that  county  varied,  or  the  inhabitants  been  taught 
to  believe  so  ?     These  are  well  known  truths,  and  yet 
it  did  not  follow,  that  separation  was  to  result  from^j 
the  disagreement.  ^^ 

To  constitute  a  dispute  there  must  be  two  parties. 
To  understand  it  well,  both  parties,  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, must  be  fully  heard  ;  and,  to  accommo- 
date differences,  temper  and  mutual  forbearance 
are  requisite.  Common  danger  brought  the  States 
into  confederacy,  and  on  their  union  our  safety  and 
importance  depend.  A  spirit  of  accommodation  was 
the  basis  of  the  present  constitution.  Can  it  be  ex- 
pected, then,  that  the  southern  or  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  empire  will  succeed  in  all  their  measures? 
Certainly  not.  But  I  will  readily  grant,  that  more 
points  will  be  carried  by  the  latter  than  the  former, 
and  for  the  reason  which  has  been  mentioned,  namely. 
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that,  in  all  great  national  questions,  they  move  in 
unison,  whilst  the  others  are  divided.  But  I  ask 
again,  which  is  most  blameworthy,  those  who  see, 
and  will  steadily  pursue  their  interest,  or  those  who 
cannot  see.  or,  seeing,  will  not  act  wisely  ?  And  I  will 
ask  another  question,  of  the  highest  magnitude  in  my 
mind,  to  wit,  if  the  eastern  and  northern  States  are 
dangerous  in  union,  will  they  be  less  so  in  separation  f 
If  self-interest  is  their  governing  principle,  will  it  for- 
sake them,  or  be  less  restrained  by  such  an  event  ?  I 
hardly  think  it  would.  Then,  independent  of  other 
considerations,  what  would  Virginia,  (and  such  other 
States  as  might  be  inclined  to  join  her,)  gain  by  a 
separation  ?  Would  they  not,  most  unquestionably. 
be  the  weaker  party  ? 

Men.  who  go  from  hence  without  feeling  themselves 
,of  so  much  consequence  as  they  wished  to  be  con- 
^sidered.  and  disappointed  expectants,  added  to  malig- 
nant, designing  characters,  who  miss  no  opportunity 
of  aiming  a  blow  at  the  constitution,  paint  highly  on 
one  side,  without  bringing  into  view  the  arguments, 
which  are  offered  on  the  other. 

f  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  editors  of  the  differ- 
ent gazettes  in  the  Union  do  not  more  generally  and 
more  correctly  (instead  of  stuffing  their  papers  with 
scurrility  and  nonsensical  declamation,  which  few 
would  read  if  they  were  apprized  of  the  contents,) 
publish  the  debates  in  Congress  on  all  great  national 
questions.  And  this,  with  no  uncommon  pains,  every 
one  of  them  might  do.  The  principles  upon  which 
'le  difference  of  opinion  arises,  as  well  as  the  dcci- 


474 


THE  WHITINGS  OF 


tus 


stons,  would  then  come  fully  before  the  public,  and 
alTord  the  best  data  for  its  judgment  ^ 

Mr,   Madison  on    the  question    of   discrimination^ 
was  actuated.  I  am  convinced,  by  the  purest  motives 
and  most  heart-felt  conviction ;  but  the  subject  was 
delicate,  and  perhaps  had  better  never  been  stirred. 

The  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the  United 
States  is  another  subject,  that  has  given  rise  to  long^ 
and  labored  debates,  without  having  yet  taken  a  fin: 
form. 

The  memorial  of  the  Quakers  (and  a  very  mal- 
apropos one  it  was)  has  at  length  been  put  to  slee[ 
and  will  scarcely  awake  before  the  year  1808.' 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 

'  At  the  uinna]  meetings  of  the  Qoaken,  held  tt  Philadelphia  «nd  New  V«fc, 
In  the  jTMr  1 7S9.  ihey  had  eent  memorUIs  to  C«iigr«M,  praying  thu  meuum 
■night  be  adopted  for  the  Abolition  of  the  ilKve-tradc.  These  memotiKU  wen 
fcfcrrcd  to  a  vommiltee,  who  br<iu|{hl  in  a  teport,  which  wk*  debated  frani  tine 
to  lime,  and  after  vanou*  aniendmcnt*  was  reponed  by  ihc  coinnitttce  of  the 
whole  House  ns  follows : 

"  That  the  misniion  or  importation  of  ftueh  penonii.  w  any  of  the  Staita 
DOW  existing  shaU  think  proper  to  admil.  c&nnM  be  prohibited  bjrCoacren 
prior  to  the  year  iSoS. 

"  That  Congrns  have  no  authority  to  interfere  in  the  emandpAtion  of  ala>n, 
or  in  the  treAtmenlof  Ihcm  within  any  of  the  States  ;  it  remaining  with  the  tcvcral 
Stales  alone  to  provide  any  re^^latians  iheteJn,  which  humanity  and  true  policy 
may  require. 

"  Tbait  Congress  have  authority  to  Testrain  the  citieeos  of  the  United  Ststcc 
from  curying  on  the  African  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  ^applying  foreigaen 
with  slaves,  and  of  proridins  by  proper  rcgulaiions  for  Ihc  hiunane  Irfttitifitf, 
during  their  passage,  of  slaves  imported  by  the  said  dlliens  iato  iheStatti 
admitting  snch  impOTlation." 

,  Such  was  coniideied  by  a  majority  of  CongreM  as  a  just  intcrptetation  oflbc 
Consliliilion  on  Ibii  mbjcct.  The  firxt  paragraph  \\  a  recital  of  the  clause  la 
the  Constitution,  which  refers  to  the  «lave<trade  as  then  existing.  By  •  pros- 
pective legislation  Coogrevs  prohibited  the  Itnportation  of  slaves  by  an  act, 
which  took  cfleci  in  the  year  iSoS.  By  a  ).uh»«i|iieiii  act,  paued  in  the  rc^r 
iBso,  the  slave-trade  was  declared  to  be  piracy,  and  punishable  with  detth.— 
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TO   THE    MARQUIS    DE    LA    LUZERNE.' 

Ntw  YoxK.  >9  April.  1790. 
SlRt 

\  Your  letter  of  the  17th  of  January,  replete  with 
politeness  to  myself  and  useful  informations  respect- 
ing public  affairs,  has  but  lately  been  received' 

In  making  my  acknowledgments  for  the  distin- 
guished place  I  hold  in  your  remembrance,  and  for 
the  obliging  terms  in  which  you  allude  to  my  con- 
duct in  war  and  peace,  I  should  do  injustice  to 
conceal  the  favorable  sentiments,  which  were  always 
entertained  by  myself  and  my  countrymen  of  your 
private  deportment  and  ministerial  agency,  while  you 
resided  in  America.    Those  times,  in  which  we  always 

Slorj's  Camtmrmtariti,  «<ol.  iii.,  p.  lOj.  For  a  comLenkol  hblaiyof  slavery  in 
lh«  Uoitcd  States,  and  of  the  progrcM  of  emancipation,  se«  K«nl's  Commtmta* 
ri*3,  vo!.  L.  p.  347,  3d  etlilioD.  (Vod  Hoist,  Cpnslitiihnai  Hiittry  vf  ike 
Vnittii  Siatfj.]  Much  infomiaiion  respecting  colonial  slavery,  drawn  from  the 
best  authorities,  and  jadicionsly  amuigcd,  is  contained  in  Hancroft'i  HiiUryof 
Ike  UmiUd  Siatit,  vol.  i.,  chap.  3.     See  also  Walih'i  Appeal,  p.  yA.—Sparki. 

'  hf .  de  la  I.uxcme  had  been  raised  to  (he  rank  of  Marquis,  and  was  now  the 
AnbaaMdor  from  the  Conrt  of  France  in  London. 

'  From  lie  Marquis  de  la  Luume's  Letter,—"  I  dare  flatler  myiielf,  thai  your 
Excellency  does  justice  to  th«  very  ivndet  and  respectful  attachment,  which  I 
iMve  lone  entertained  towaids  you,  and  that  you  will  be  penuaded  of  (he  tfreat 
pleature  i«ith  which  1  have  learned  the  success,  (hat  bos  fvllowed  the  bni  move- 
nentR  of  your  administration.  After  havingipvcnficcdDnitoyourcountry,  it  was 
VOrthy  of  the  virtues  and  greai  character  of  your  Kxcetlency  to  estahlioth  iln  happi. 
MMOnaiolidandpermancntbasis,  which  it  aMurcillytfar  result  of  the  new  federal 
oonatitalion,  in  framing  which  you  aiststed  by  your  counsel,  and  which  you  now 
auppoft,  as  much  by  the  splendor  of  your  talents  and  patriotism,  as  by  thcemi- 
B«Rl  situation  con^ded  (o  you  by  yourfcllow-citiicns.  They  possess  the  ad  van- 
Uge  of  enjoying  more  particularly  your  beneficence,  and  (he  honor  of  Iwviiig 
yo«  bum  among  them  ;  but  1  dare  assore  you,  that  the  consideration  which  yoa 
enjoy  ihroaghout  Europe,  and  panicularly  in  my  country,  yitlds  not  even  to 
that,  whirh  you  have  obtained  in  your  nanve  land  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
prejudices  of  the  people,  with  wtiom  I  here  live,  there  is  not  one  among  tbem, 
who  does  not  pronounce  yoni  name  with  sentimenU  of  rcspcd  and  veneration. 
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found  you  a  sincere  friend,  were  truly  times  of  peril 
and  distress.  Now  our  situation  is  indeed  much^ 
more  eligible,  and  our  prospects  perhaps  as  good  a^^ 
could  reasonably  have  been  expected.  We  are  recov- 
ering slowly  from  the  calamities  and  burdens,  with 
which  we  were  almost  overwhelmed  by  a  long  and 
expensive  war.  Our  crops  the  year  past  have  been 
more  abundant,  and  our  markets  much  better,  than 
usual.  These  circumstances  will  assist  in  enabling 
our  citizens  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  private 
and  public  debts.  I  hope  a  disposition  will  be  found 
to  prevail  among  us  for  doing  justice,  as  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  to  all  who  afforded  us 
their  assistance  in  the  hour  of  adversity.  In  the 
arrangement  of  such  new  and  complicated  business, 
as  must  inevitably  come  before  our  general  govern- 
ment, it  is  reasonably  to  be  expected,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings will  be  slow.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished, 
that  they  may  terminate  in  such  just  and  wise  meas* 
ures,  as  will  fully  establish  our  happiness  at  home 
and  credit  abroad.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the 
interest  you  take  in  our  national  reputation,  and  the 
information  you  give  that  our  credit  is  becoming  so 

All  ara  acquainted  with  tb»  »«moe&  you  have  trodcrail  toyour  cownty  h  tbdr 
general  in  ihe  course  of  the  vor,  and  will)  those,  jxrhapt  still  greater,  frfiick 
you  now  render  as  a  itaiestnan  in  [>«acc. 

"  The  love  of  glory  and  of  freedom,  which  led  the  American!  to  xitntoiiat 
luch  great  difficulties,  mmt  »till  prevail  to  ectablith  the  [irinciplc*  <A  ioiCiee 
towards  thote  of  their  felloMf.ciciieiu  and  atraugers,  who  aimtcd  them  in  tbeir 
diitrei*  ;  and  I  hare  teen  with  great  jileasiire,  that,  from  the  firvt  moment  td 
which  you  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  federal  government,  the  credit  of 
the  American  nation  ha$  been  esiabliibed  in  every  country  of  Europe,  and  thai 
the  confidence  in  her  resources  and  meanii  in  infinitely  better  founded  than  ia 
many  of  the  older  powers.  " — 17  January.  1790. 
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respectable  in  Europe,  under  the  influence  of  our  new 
government 

You  are  right  in  conceiving,  that  nothing  can  be 
indifferent  to  me,  which  regards  the  welfare  of  the 
French  nation.  So  far  removed  from  that  great 
theatre  of  political  action,  and  so  little  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  minute  circumstances,  which  may 
induce  important  decisions,  as  I  am,  it  would  be 
imprudent  for  me  to  hazard  opinions,  which  might 
possibly  be  unfounded.  Indeed,  the  whole  business  is 
so  extraordinary  in  its  commencement,  so  wonderful 
in  its  progress,  and  may  be  so  stupendous  in  its  con- 
sequences, that  I  am  almost  lost  in  the  contemplation. 
Of  one  thing,  however,  you  may  rest  perfectly 
assured,  that  nobody  is  more  anxious  for  the  happy 
issue  of  that  business,  than  I  am;  as  nobody  can 
wish  more  sincerely  for  the  prosperity  of  the  French 
nation,  than  I  do.  Nor  is  it  without  the  most  sensi- 
ble pleasure  1  learn,  that  our  friend  the  Marquis  dc 
Lafayette  has.  in  acting  the  arduous  part  which  has 
fallen  to  his  share,  conducted  himself  with  so  much 

risdom  and  apparently  to  such  general  satisfaction. 
Wc.  at  this  great  distance  from  the  northern  parts 
of  Europe,  hear  of  wars  and  rumors  of  wars,  as  if 
they  were  the  events  or  reports  of  another  planeL 
What  changes  the  death  of  the  Emperor  will  occa- 
sion in  the  other  cabinets  of  Europe,  time  is  yet  to 
inform  us,  A  spirit  for  political  improvements  seems 
to  be  rapidly  and  extensively  spreading  through  the 
European  countries.  I  shall  rejoice  in  seeing  the 
condition  of  the  human  race  happier  than  ever  it  has 
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hitherto  been.  But  I  should  be  sorry  to  see,  thj 
those,  who  are  for  prematurely  accelerating  those" 
improvements,  were  making  more  haste  than 
speed  in  their  innovations.  So  much  prudence, 
much  perseverance,  so  much  disinterestedness,  i 
so  much  patriotism  are  necessary*  among  the  leader 
of  a  nation,  in  order  to  promote  the  national  felicity,' 
that  sometimes  my  fears  nearly  preponderate  over 
my  expectations.  Better,  however,  will  it  be  for  me 
to  leave  such  foreign  matters  to  those,  who  are  more 
competent  to  manage  them,  and  to  do  as  much  good 
as  I  can,  in  the  little  sphere  where  I  am  destined  t^ 
move  at  present.  With  sentiments  of  the  highest 
esteem  and  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c 


TO   THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Nkw  York,  3  Jbi»«,  tSoT 

My  DEAR  Marquis, 

Your  kind  letter  of  the  12th  of  January  is,  as  your 
letters  always  are,  extremely  acceptable  to  me.  By 
some  chance  its  arrival  had  been  retarded  to  this 
time.  Conscious  of  your  friendly  dispositions  for  mc. 
and  realizing  the  enormous  burden  of  public  business 
with  which  you  was  oppressed,  I  felt  no  solicitude 
but  that  you  should  go  directly  forward,  and  happily 
effect  your  great  undertakings.  How  much,  how 
sincerely  am  I  rejoiced,  my  dear  Marquis,  to  find  that 
things  are  assuming  so  favorable  an  aspect  in  FrancdjH 
Be  assured,  that  you  always  have  my  best  and  most 
ardent  wishes  for  your  success ;  and  that,  if  I  have 
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not  troubled  you  with  letters  of  late,  it  was  because  I 
had  nothing,  which  it  was  very  essential  to  communis 
cate,  and  because  1  knew  how  much  better  your  time 
was  employed,  than  in  answering  letters  merely  of  a 
private  nature. 

You  have  doubtless  been  informed,  from  time  to 
time,  of  the  happy  progress  of  our  affairs.  The  prin- 
cipal difficulties,  which  opposed  themselves  in  any 
shape  to  the  prosperous  execution  of  our  government, 
seem  in  a  great  measure  to  have  been  surmounted. 
A  good  temper  prevails  among  our  citizens.  Rhode 
Island  has  just  now  acceded  to  the  constitution,  and 
has  thus  united  under  the  general  government  all  the 
States  of  the  original  confederacy.'  Vermont  we 
hope  will  soon  come  within  the  pale  of  the  Union. 
Two  new  States  exist  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  general  government,  viz.,  that  at  the  head  of 
which  is  General  St.  Clair,  and  that  which  consists 
of  the  territory  lately  ceded  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina. 

Our  government  is  now  happily  carried  into  opera- 
tion. Although  some  thorny  questions  still  remain. 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  wisdom  of  those  concerned 
in  the  national  legislature  will  dispose  of  them  pru- 
dently. A  funding  system  is  one  of  the  subjects, 
which  occasions  most  anxiety  and  perplexity.  Yet 
our  revenues  have  been  considerably  more  productive 
than  it  was  imagined  they  would  be.  In  the  last 
year  the  plentiful  crops  and  great  prices  of  grain 
have  vastly  augmented  our  remittances.     The  rate 

'  Tbv  nitificstion  took  placs  on  lh«  ayth  of  May  at  Newport. 


48o 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


li7 


^ 


SO 

1 


of  exchange  is  also   much   in   our  favor.      Importa- 
tions  of   European  goods  have  been   uncommonly 
extensive,  and    the  duties  payable    into   the  public 
treasury  pro  port  ionably  so.     Our  trade  to  the  East 
Indies  flourishes.     The  profits  to  individuals  are  so 
considerable,  as  to  induce  more  persons  lo  engage  ii 
it  continually.     A  single  vessel,  just  arrived  in  ihi^ 
port,   pays  thirty  thousand   dollars  to  government' 
Two    vessels,  fitted  out    for    the    fur   trade    to   the 
northwest   coast   of  America,  have   succeeded  well, 
The  whole  outfits  of  vessels  and  cargoes  cost  but 
seven   thousand  pounds.     One    is    returning  home, 
loaded  with    India  produce,  the   other  going  back 
to  the  coast  of  America,  and   they  have  deposited^ 
one   hundred   thousand   dollars  of   their   profits 
China.     I  mention  this  to  show  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise that  prevails.     I  hope  and  trust  our  commerce 
with  the  West  India  Islands,  belonging  to  different 
nations,  which  is  at  present  of  no  great  consequence,     , 
will  shortly  be  placed  upon  a  better  footing.     As  th^M 
people  of  this  country  are  sensible  of  the  generous" 
conduct  of  the  French  nation,  I  can  with  great  satis- 
faction give  it  as  my  decided  opinion  that  the  most 
friendly  dispositions  prevail  on  our  side  of  the  water 
towards  that  nation.  ^| 

Many  of  your  old  acquaintances  and  friends  are     ' 
concerned  witli  me  in  the  administration  of  this  gov- 
ernment.    By  having  Mr.  Jefferson  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  of  State.  Mr.  Jay  of  the  Judiciary,  Ham- 
ilton of  the  Treasury,  and  Knox  of  that  of  War,  ^H 
feel  myself  supported  by  able  coadjutors,  who  har-^^ 
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Hmonize  extremely  well  together.  I  believe  that  these 
and  the  other  appointments  generally  have  given  per- 
fect satisfaction  to  the  public.  Poor  Colonel  Harri- 
son, who  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
§  Supreme  Court,  and  declined,  is  lately  dead.' 
I  have  a  few  days  since  had  a  severe  attack  of  the 
peripncumony  kind  ;  but  am  now  recovered,  except  in 
point  of  strength.     My  physicians  advise  me  to  more 

Bexercise  and  less  application  to  business.      I  cannot, 

■iiowcver,  avoid  persuading  myself,  that  it  is  essential 
to  accomplish  whatever  I  have  undertaken,  though 
reluctantly,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities.  But  it  is 
thought  Congress  will  have  a    recess  this  summer, 

■in  which  case  I  propose  going  for  a  while  to  Mount 
Vernon.  With  sentiments  of  the  sincerest  affection, 
I  am,  my  dear  Marquis,  &c. 

■Dear  Sik, 

Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  came  duly  to  hand. 

If  there  are  any  gazettes  among  my  files  at  Mount 
JVernon,  which  can  be  of  use  to  you,  they  arc  at  your 

service, 

§Your  description  of  the  public  mind  in  Virginia 
gives  me  pain.  It  seems  to  be  more  irritable,  sour, 
and  discontented,  than,  (from  the  information  I  re- 
ceive,) it  is  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  except 


'  Colonel  Robctt  H.  Hftmsea. 
3« 
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Massachusetts,  which,  from  the  same  causes,  but  on 
quite  different  principles,  is  tempered  like  it.' 

That  Congress  does  not  proceed  with  all  that  de- 
spatch,  which  people  at  a  distance  expect,  and  which, 

>  From  Dr.  Shtarft  Letter :  "  I  slull  now  endMiror  to  giv*  yon  aH  tlw  iafar> 
maiion  I  have  L>c«ii  abl«  (o  cplieci  ilnring  my  jovraer.  r«ipeciit>g  ihe  prcMUt 
cemper  of  mind  of  the  people  of  Virgmin,  to  fu  u  I  can  JKdgc  from  tbon  t 
mivecl  with.  Mid  fioni  what  t  could  hear.  I  could  wish  indeed  lo  apeak  inart 
favorably  of  it ;  but  it  appears  to  me.  that  the  laie  iraniactiMis  of  Coogrecs 
hnre  toured  the  public  mind  to  a  great  degree  :  which  was  just  recovcrinf 
from  the  fevci,  which  the  ilare  buainewi  had  occaaiomcd,  when  Ihe  loie  much- 
agitaled  qaextion  of  the  Stale  debt*  came  od.  With  recpect  to  the  lUve  btuineH, 
I  am  informed  by  Mi,  Lontax,  whom  I  met  on  his  retura  from  Pitlsylvania,  that 
great  advantages  Kud  been  taken  of  it  in  that  distant  quarter  by  many,  who 
wished  to  purchase  slaves,  circulating  a  report,  that  Congress  were  about  to  paa 
an  act  for  their  general  emaadpation.  This  occasioned  such  an  alarm,  tlut 
many  were  sold  for  the  merest  trifle.  The  ^^ellcrs  were  of  course  mach  en* 
n^ed  at  Conijreas  for  taking  up  a  subject  tliey  were  precluded  by  the  consliln* 
tion  from  meddling  with  fur  the  prevent,  and  thiu  furnishing  the  occasion  for 
cbe  alarm  which  induced  them  to  sell.  As  the  people  in  that  part  of  the 
country  were  before  much  opposed  to  the  government,  U  luay  MmnUy  be 
npposed,  that  this  circumstance  has  embittered  them  much  more  agaioM  it. 

"As  to  the  assumption  of  the  Sute  debu,  I  scarce  think  it  would  be  a 
measure  generally  acceptable  on  any  prJndplu.  On  such  as  have  be«n  con- 
tended for,  I  hardly  think  it  would  be  acquiesced  in  by  this  State.  How  tar 
indeed  a  ceruin  decree  of  iihankc  or  obstinacy  natural  to  the  human  miod. 
which  acts  aa  a  constant  check  on  every  riung  diKpoeition  to  drp*i1  from  ■ 
cause  or  side  once  resolutely  espoused,  would  continue  to  operate,  t  know 
nut.  But  ireittng  tbi»  a>ide,  t  think  I  should  nut  be  far  wrong  in  layiog  there 
would  be  as  nearly  a.  uiianimiiy  of  opinion  for  an  opposttian,  aa  perhaps  could 
ever  be  expected  on  any  sabject.  There  is,  in  gcocr*!,  t  think,  in  conae< 
quence  of  these  two  instances,  a  strong  appreheniion,  that  the  predictions 
relative  tn  the  grasping  at  power  l>y  unwarrantable  conslractions  of  the  cob* 
Btilution  will  be  verified.  On  these  two  subjects,  al  least,  it  i*  observed  by 
most,  (for  there  are  some,  who,  after  a  proper  liquidation  and  allowance  of 
credit  to  Ihe  States  for  whai  has  been  paid,  approve  of  the  atstiroption,)  that 
the  constitution  appeared  so  clear  as  to  be  incapable  of  niiscoDStnicttoa  by 
those,  who  wi^ed  lo  make  it  a  rule  and  guide  to  their  conduct. 

"  At  any  rale,  on  a  subject  of  such  importance,  which  may  be  considered  at 
doubtful  in  any  shape  under  the  conMitutton,  It  would  at  leaii  have  been  pm- 
itent  in  the  members  to  cnrisiilt  the  general  seotimenls  entertained  uf  it  in  iheil 
respective  States.     But  it  really  appears,  as  if  they  were  M  charmed  with  the 
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jwere  they  to  hurry  business,  they  possibly  might,  is 
not  to  be  denied.  That  measures  have  been  agitated, 
which  are  not  pleasing  to  Virginia,  and  others,  pleas- 
ing perhaps  to  her,  but  not  so  to  some  other  States, 

^enitiide  of  ttieiT  powen,  u  to  tuire  contiderMl  Ihia  a  d^rsiJinE  Hep.  A 
■tnme  titspidon,  loo,  it  cnt«rUincd,  from  tbe  nunitier  of  ■p«cu1ttion,  who  bavc 
beoi  traversing  the  Sute  purchasing  up  Suce  sccurilics,  (haC  Ihcrc  is  a  good 
de*!  of  ftel6.'(hne«t  mixed  with  the  pUn  :  and  thti  p^baps  came}  it  to  be 
viewed  with  mor«  parttcultr  dislike.  Mr.  Madiwn's  conduct  in  ihii  biuineu 
has  gained  him  great  popolarity,  even  among  those  who  are  illiberal  enough  to 
paw  severe  censures  on  his  motivei  Tcspecting  his  discriinlnalion  plan. 

"  As  I  pafftcd  through  Kichmonfi,  the  ncw«  of  Ibe  rejection  of  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Le«,  for  openini;  ihe  doors  of  ihe  Senate,  agreeably  (o  his  in- 
EtructioDS  from  our  legislature,  had  jutt  arrived.  It  ocuiioned  much  dii- 
gust :  but  the  manner  of  the  rejection  seemed  to  be  as  oSeosivc  as  the 
rejection  itself ;  it  being  laid.  that,  after  speaking  two  days  ably  on  the  sub- 
ject without  receiving  an  nnswer.  the  qimlinn  was  called  for  and  lost ;  no  one 
voting  with  him  but  his  colleague  and  Mr.  Maclay.  It  is  supposed  it  will  be 
productive  of  an  application  from  our  legislature  to  the  other  Stales,  calling 
on  thctn  In  join  them  in  iimilar  inslruclions  to  their  members,  tl  is  a  pity  the 
public  wish,  as  I  believe  It  to  be,  in  so  trivial  a  matter,  cannot  be  gratified. 
The  downctt  with  which  the  business  is  carried  on  \*  another  caose  of  com- 
platnt.  CoQgre&s,  it  is  said,  alt  only  four  houn  a  day,  and  like  school-boys 
obicrve  every  Saturday  as  a  holiday.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  certainty  triRing 
with  their  constituents  in  Ihe  extreme,  who  pay  ihcm  liberally,  and  have 
I  therefore  a  righl  to  expect  more  diligcoix  from  them.  It  in  ihc  more  unfor- 
'  tnnate,  as  it  is  represented,  at  the  name  time,  that  they  generally  live  for  two 
dollars  a  day. 

*'  I  have  now  gone  through  the  catalogue  of  public  discontents,  and  it  rcoUy 
pains  me  much,  and  I  believe  every  friend  to  the  government,  to  think  thM 

^lher«  should  be  so  much  cause  for  them  ;  and  that  a  spirit  so  subversive  of  ihe 
true  pnnciplex  nf  the  constitution,  productive  nf  jealousies  alone,  and  fraught 
with  inch  high  ideas  of  their  power,  ihoutd  have  manifested  itsHf  at  so  early 
•  period  of  the  govcrnmenl.  If  Mr.  Henry  has  auRicicut  boldncjci  to  aim  the 
blow  at  its  existence,  which  he  ha*  threatened,  I  Ihintc  he  can  never  meet  with 
a  more  favorable  opportunity,  if  the  assumption  should  take  place  on  the 
principles  on  which  it  has  been  contended  for ;  and  I  understand,  that, 
thot^h  lost  at  present,  it  is  lo  be  again  brought  on.  But  I  doubt  much 
whether  he  possesses  m  adventurous  a  spirit.  Ii  will  be  the  fault  of  those, 
who  are  the  promoters  nf  such  diigu-itful  measares,  if  he  ever  does,  or  indeed 
any  one  else.  I  believe  it  has  ever  been  considered  as  a  roaiim  In  govern* 
)  meats  recently  established,  and  which  depend  on  the  affections  of  the  people, 
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is  equally  unquestionable.  Can  it  well  be  otherwise  in 
a  country  so  extensive,  so  diversified  in  its  interests? 
And  will  not  these  different  interests  naturally  pro- 
duce in  an  assembly  of  representatives,  who  are  to  legis- 
late for  and  to  assimilate  and  reconcile  them  to  the,^r«- 
^rtj/ welfare,  long,  warm,  and  animated  debates  ?  Most 
assuredly  they  will ;  and  if  there  was  the  same  propen- 
sity in  mankind  for  investigating  the  motives,  as  there  ^j 
is  for  censuring  the  conduct  of  public  characters,  >t^| 
would  be  found,  that  the  censure  so  freely  bestowed 
is  oftentimes  unmerited  and  uncharitable.  For  in- 
stance, the  condemnation  of  Congress  for  sitting  only 
four  hours  in  the  day.  The  fact  is,  by  the  established 
rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  no  committee 
can  sit  whilst  the  House  is  sitting  ;  and  this  is  and  has 
been  for  a  considerable  time  from  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  until  three,  often  later,  in  the  afternoon ;  ^ 


that  wbai  Is  risidly  richl  ought  not  to  b«  the  ont^  tiundvd  of  condiict  wiih 
thote  who  govern.  Thdr  indinftcicms  and  passiont.  too,  most  be  consulted 
more  or  Ins  in  order  to  eflcct  alciinately  what  isnght.  How  mtich  i)i«k  ottghl 
Uklii  to  be  done,  when  il  re^ls  w>lely  on  a  can»truction  of  Ihcu  fiowcn,  whether 
4  meamre  in  contemplation  ought  to  be  carried  into  execulion  or  noL 

"  A  member  of  the  Council,  who  wrote  privately  to  Mr.  Henry  to  know  i( 
ke  would  accept  o(  the  office  of  Senator  in  Congrcs*  if  appointed,  showed  IM 
his  annwer  ;  in  which  h«  dvcIineK  it.  and  cays  h«  \%  too  old  to  fall  fnlo  tfawc 
nwhward  imiutions,  which  arc  now  become  fublonable.  From  this  exptoMRi 
I  suspect  the  old  paUiot  has  heard  tome  cxtiaordiDiuy  reprcscnutloiu  of  tW 
etiqucllc  esUbli»hcd  si  your  levees.  Those  of  his  party  no  doubl  think  they 
promote  thcmecIvcB  in  his  good  opinion  by  inch  hig^  coloring.  It  may  not 
be  araiu,  therefore,  to  inform  you  that  itiand  ii  among  the  diuaiiiAed  on  thtt 
icore.  [am  informed  by  good  authonly.  that  he  tcpiescnicd  thai  Ibctt  wa« 
more  pomp  nud  Ihcie  than  at  St.  Jainci't,  where  he  had  been,  and  that  yoo 
bowl  were  more  dtitant  and  utifl.  Thii  happened  at  the  governor*!  table  tn 
Richmond.  By  «Dch  accounts,  I  have  00  doubl  the  party  think  to  ke«p  alrre 
ih«  oppodiion  and  avcrtion  to  the  government,  and  probablj',  too.  to  nake 
proselytes  to  their  opinions." — Abingdon,  June  2d. 


before  and  after  which  the  business  is  going  on  in 
committees.     If  this  application  is  not  as  much  as 

I  most  constitutions  are  equal  to,  I  am  mistaken. 
Many  other  things,  which  undei^o  malignant  con- 
structions, would  be  found,  upon  a.  candid  examina- 
tion, to  wear  better  faces  than  is  given  to  them.  The 
misfortune  is.  that  the  enemies  to  the  government, 
always  more  active  than  its  friends,  and  always  upon 
the  watch  to  give  it  a  stroke,  neglect  no  opportunity 
B  to  aim  one.  If  they  tell  truth,  it  is  not  the  whole 
truth,  by  which  means  one  side  only  of  the  picture  is 

I  exhibited  ;  whereas,  if  both  sides  were  seen,  It  might 
and  probably  would  assume  a  different  form,  in  the 
opinion  of  just  and  candid  men,  who  are  disposed  to 
measure  matters  by  a  Continental  scale. 
I  do  not  mean,  however,  from  what  I  have  here 
said,  to  justify  the  conduct  of  Congress  in  all  its 
movements ;  for  some  of  these  movements,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  injudicious,  and  others  unseason- 
■  able ;  whilst  the  questions  of  assumption,  residence, 
"  and  other  matters  have  been  agitated  with  a  warmth 
and  intemperance,  with  prolixity  and  threats,  which 
it  is  to  be  feared  has  lessened  the  dignity  of  that 
<  body,  and  decreased  that  respect,  which  was  once 
entertained  for  it.  And  this  misfortune  is  increased 
by  many  members,  even  among  those  who  wish  well 
to  the  government,  ascribing  in  letters  to  their  respec- 
tive States,  when  they  are  defeated  In  a  favorite 
measure,  the  worst  motives  for  the  conduct  of  their 
opponents ;  who,  viewing  matters  through  another 
medium,  may  and  do  retort  in  their  turn,  by  which 
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means  jealousies  and  distrusts  are  spread  most  im- 
politically  far  and  wide,  and  will,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
have  a  most  unhappy  tendency  to  injure  our  public      ■ 
affairs,  which  if  wisely  managed  might  make  us.  a3^| 
we  are  now  by  Europeans  thought  to  be,  the  happiest 
people  upon  earth.     As  a  proof  of  it,  our  reputation 
has  risen  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  our  credit, 
especially  in  Holland  (above  par,  where  our   funds      , 
are),  has    got    higher    than   that    of   any  nation   in  fl 
Europe,  as  appears  by  olificial  advices  just  received.  ~ 
But  the  conduct  we  seem  to  be  pursuing  must  soon 
bring  us  back  to  our  former  disreputable  condition. 
The  introduction  of  the  Quaker  memorial  respecting 
slavery  was,  to  be  sure,  not  only  iU-thMd.  but  occa-  H 
sioned  a  great  waste  of  time.     The  final  decision.  " 
however,  thereon,  was  as  favorable  as  the  proprietors 
of  this  species  of  property  could  well  have  expected, 
considering  the  light  in  which  slavery  is  viewed  by  a 
large  part  of  this  Union. 

The  question  of  assumption  has  occupied  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  no  wonder,  for  it  is  certainly  a  very 
important  question  ;  and,  under  proper  restrictions 
and  scrutiny  into  accounts,  will  be  found,  I  conceive, 
to  be  a  just  one.  The  cause,  in  which  the  expenses 
of  the  war  were  incurred,  was  a  common  cause.  The 
States  (in  Congress)  declared  it  so  at  the  beginning, 
and  pledged  themselves  to  stand  by  each  other.  If. 
then,  some  States  were  harder  pressed  than  others, 
or  from  particular  and  local  circumstances  con- 
tracted heavier  debts,  it  is  but  reasonable,  when  this 
fact  is  clearly  ascertained,  though  it  is  a  sentiment 
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which  I  have  not  communicated  here,  that  an  allow- 
ance ought  to  be  made  them.  Had  the  invaded 
and  hard  pressed  States  believed  the  case  would  have 
been  otherwise,  opposition  would  very  soon,  I  be- 
lieve, have  changed  to  submission  in  them,  and  given 
a  different  termination  to  the  war.' 

In  a  letter  of  last  year,  to  the  best  of  ray  recollec- 
tion, I  informed  you  of  the  motives,  which  compelled 
me  to  allot  a  day  for  the  reception  of  idle  and  cere- 
monious visits,  (for  it  never  has  prevented  those  of 
sociability  and  friendship  in  the  afternoon,  or  at  any 
other  time  ;)but,  if  1  am  mistaken  in  this,  the  history 
of  this  business  is  simply  and  shortly  as  follows.  Be- 
fore the  custom  was  established,  which  now  accom- 
modates  foreign   characters,  strangers,  and  others, 

I  In  his  report  on  Pnblii;  Credit.  Qth  January,  \Tf>,  Hainikon  gave  it  u  his 
fall  coAricf ion  ' '  tlut  an  absumption  of  the  debts  of  the  pankular  States  \rf  the 
Union,  and  a  like  provision  far  ibem  as  for  those  n(  the  IJntcn,  will  be  a 
neasnrc  of  sound  pnlicy  anH  sabftantiai  jasticc."  Mc  distinctly  rccogniied 
that  the  principles  of  equitable  Millcmeni  between  the  States  and  the  United 
Stalei  would  require  all  the  mcNleration  and  wisdnm  of  the  government,  and 
MCEnicd  that  the  balance  in  favor  of  cftch  State  be  fim  determined,  and  then 
"  to  equaltie  the  contribntions  o(  the  States,  let  each  be  charged  with  its  pro- 
ponion  of  the  a^rrgale  of  those  balances,  according  to  aome  cqnitahlc  ratio. 
to  be  devised  (or  (Kit  purpose."  On  Uits  point  were  made  the  heaviest  attacks, 
for  it  was  claimed  Virginia  would  uiFTcr  peculiarly,  while  Massachusetts  and 
South  Carolina  would  benefit  as  greatly.  On  thc»  divisions  the  various  Slates 
ranged  thenuelvn  according  to  their  intercKt,  nni)  early  in  April  tlic  oppoutian 
obtained  a  rejection  of  the  scheme  in  the  IIo\isc,  but  its  advocates  dill  held  to 
the  measure.  Thlswai  the  ^iinaiion  when  Wabhltigton  wrote.  Jefferson  hinted 
ihat  the  scruple*  of  those  who.  in  favoring  the  Conitilniion,  had  argued  the 
Saprobabilily  of  Concrcsa  laying  taxes  where  the  States  could  do  it  separately, 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  aMumption  scheme.  The  blocking  of  the  bill  for  ft 
permanent  residence  of  Congieu  afforded  an  opportunity  to  play  the  one  meas- 
ure against  the  other,  and  a  bargain  wa«  made  that  passed  the  assumption 
•ad  removed  Ibc  leat  of  government  lo  the  I'otoinac,  The  President  did  not 
escape  some  iihuse  on  the  result,  and  JelIer^on.  through  whom  the  bargain  w»» 
•fleeted,  r^fardcd  himself  as  "  duped  "  by  HaRiillon. 
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who.  from  motives  of  curiosity,  respect  to  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  or  any  other  cause,  are  induced  to  call  upon 
me,  I  was  unable  to  attend  to  any  business  what- 
soever; for  gentlemen,  consulting  their  own  conven-fl 
ience  rather  than  mine,  were  calling  from  the  time  I 
rose  from  breakfast,  often  before,  until  I  sat  down  to 
dinner.  This,  as  I  resolved  not  to  neglect  my  public 
duties,  reduced  me  to  the  choice  of  one  of  these 
alternatives,  either  to  refuse  them  altogeiker,  or  to 
appropriate  a  time  for  the  reception  of  them.  The 
former  would,  I  well  knew,  be  disgusting  to  many ; 
the  latter  I  expected  would  undergo  animadversion 
and  blazoning  from  those,  who  would  find  fault  with 
or  without  cause  To  please  everybody  was  impos- 
sible. I  therefore  adopted  that  line  of  conduct,  which 
combined  public  advantage  with  private  convenience, 
and  which  in  my  judgment  was  unexceptionable  in  it* 
self.  That  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  bows  to  the 
taste  of  poor  Colonel  Bland,  (who.  by  the  by.  I  believe 
never  sawone  of  them),  is  to  be  regretted,  especially  too, 
as  (upon  those  occasions,)  they  were  indiscriminately 
bestowed,  and  the  best  I  was  master  of,  would  it 
not  have  been  better  to  throw  the  veil  of  charity  over 
them,  ascribing  their  stiffness  to  the  effects  of  age,  or 
to  the  unskillfulness  of  my  teacher,  than  to  pride  aad 
dignity  of  office,  which  God  knows  has  no  charms  for 
me  ?  For  I  can  truly  say,  I  had  rather  be  at  Mount 
Vernon  with  a  friend  or  two  about  me,  than  to  be 
attended  at  the  seat  of  government  by  the  officers  of 
state  and  the  representatives  of  every  power  in 
Europe. 
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These  visits  are  optional.  They  are  made  without 
invitation.  Between  the  hours  of  three  and  four 
every  Tuesday  I  am  prepared  to  receive  them.  Gen- 
tlemen, often  in  great  numbers,  come  and  go,  chat 
with  each  other,  and  act  as  they  please.  A  porter 
shows  them  into  the  room,  and  they  retire  from  it 
when  they  please,  and  without  ceremony.  At  their 
first  entrance,  they  salute  me,  and  I  them,  and  as 
many  as  I  can  talk  to,  I  do.  What  pomp  there  is  in 
all  this,  I  am  unable  to  discover.  Perhaps  It  consists 
in  not  sitting.  To  this,  two  reasons  are  opposed  : 
first,  it  is  unusual ;  secondly,  which  is  a  more  sub- 
stantial one,  because  I  have  no  room  large  enough  to 
contain  a  third  of  the  chairs,  which  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  admit  it.  If  it  is  supposed,  that  ostentation, 
or  the  fashions  of  courts  (which,  by  the  by,  I  believe 
originate  oftener  in  convenience,  not  to  say  necessity, 
than  is  generally  imagined),  gave  rise  to  this  custom, 
I  will  boldly  affirm,  that  no  supposition  was  ever  more 
erroneous  ;  for,  if  I  was  to  give  indulgence  to  my 
inclinations,  every  moment  that  I  could  withdraw 
from  the  fatigue  of  my  station  should  be  spent  in  re- 
tirement That  they  are  not,  proceeds  from  the  sense 
I  entertain  of  the  propriety  of  giving  to  every  one  as 
free  access,  as  consists  with  that  respect,  which  is  due  to 
the  chair  of  government ;  and  that  respect,  I  conceive, 
is  neither  to  be  acquired  nor  preserved  but  by  observ- 
ing a  just  medium  between  much  state  and  too  great 
familiarity. 

Similar  to  the  above,  but  of  a  more  sociable  kind, 
are  the  visits  every  Friday  afternoon  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
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ington,  where  I  always  am.     These  public  meetings,™ 
and  a  dinner  once  a  week  to  as  many  as  my  tabic 
will  hold,  with  the  references  to  and  from  the  differ-  ^ 
ent  departments  of  state,  and  other  communication£^| 
with  all  parts  of  the  Union,  are  as  much,  if  not  more,  ^ 


part 

than  I  am  able  to  undergo ;  for  I  have  already  had 
within  less  than  a  year,  two  severe  attacks,  the  last 
worse  than  the  first.  A  third,  more  than  probable,  will 
put  me  to  sleep  with  my  fathers.  At  what  distance 
this  may  be  I  know  not.  Within  the  last  twelve 
months  I  have  undergone  more  and  severer  sickness, 
than  thirty  preceding  years  afflicted  me  with.  Put  it 
all  together  I  have  abundant  reason,  however,  to  be 
thankful,  that  I  am  so  well  recovered ;  though  I  still 
feel  the  remains  of  the  violent  afTection  of  my  lungs; 
the  cough,  pain  in  my  breast,  and  shortness  in  breath- 
ing not  having  entirely  left  me.  I  propose  in  the 
recess  of  Congress  to  visit  Mount  Vernon  ;  but  when 
this  recess  will  happen  is  beyond  my  ken,  or  the  ken 
I  believe  of  any  of  its  members. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


I 


TO  CLEMENT   BIDDLE. 

New  Yoik,  m  Jdy,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  6rst  request  of  this  letter  is  that  you  would 
bum  it  as  soon  as  you  have  read  it,  and  keep  the 
contents  to  yourself  ;  at  least  for  the  present.  ^B 

Some  months  ago  farms  lately  in  the  tenure  of  Mr.  ^^ 
Abel  James  were  advertised  for  sale  by  you  and  Mr. 
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Henry  Drinker.  These  farms  I  have  seen  ;  but  not, 
it  is  to  be  acknowledged  with  the  eyes  of  a  Purchaser. 
The  one  near  Frankfort  you  inform  the  public  con- 
tains 284  acres,  that  another  called  Callender's  con- 
tains 79  acres,  and  a  third,  near  the  last,  contains 
upwards  of  60  acres. 

Let  me  now  ask  if  all  or  any  of  these  are 
yet  for  sale?  What  is  the  lowest  price  that  would 
be  taken  for  each  ?  and  whether  payment  would 
be  received  in  valuable  lands,  improved,  in  the 
counties  of  Fayette  and  Washington  in  the  State 
of    Pennsylvania. 

One  tract  of  which  in  Fayette-county,  contains  be- 
tween sixteen  and  1700  acres  on  the  great  road  from 
Fort  Cumberland  to  Pittsburg,  distant  75  miles  from 
the  former  and  40  from  the  latter  place  ;  equal  in 
quality  to  any  tract  in  that  country,  with  what  has  been 
a  very  valuable  mill  and  iron  ore  adjoining,  but  which 
is  now  much  out  of  repair.  The  other  tract  (contain- 
ing upwards  of  3000  acres)  lyes  about  sixteen  miles 
from  Pittsburg  and  is  also  good  in  quality,  and  more 
level  than  usual. 

I  shall  candidly  declare  that  to  pay  money  is  out  of 
the  question  with  me — I  have  none  and  would  not  if 
it  was  to  be  had,  run  in  debt  to  borrow — nor  would 
it  do  for  me  to  dispose  of  real  properly  to  obtain  it, 
when  that  species  of  property  is  brought  to  low  ebb 
and  dull  market.'    An  exchange,  as  proposed,  if  ready 

* "  To  tw  instmineiitKl,  in  any  degree  lo  the  accomplUhmcnt  of  ibe  object, 
witlch  is  mentioned  Id  your  letter,  would,  I  do  usure  you,  give  me  pimurc  : 
bat  with  tnith  I  can  add  that  I  know  no  person  who  ha^  either  tnone^  to  lend 
w  who  leemi  viUing  to  put  with  it.     The  most  ccorlunve  proof  of  which  1 


moneyis  not  indispensable,  mightbe  mutually  advanta- 
geous to  both  parties,  in  as  much  as  the  probability 
is,  that  the  price  of  the  exterior  will  increase  in  a  full 
ratio  with  that  of  the  interior  lands.  I 

If  the  farms  advertised  by  you  and  Mr.  Drinker 
are  sold,  or  If  they  are  not  now  for  sale,  let  me  next 
ask  if  they  will  be  to  be  rented?  and  for  what?  I 
ask  these  questions  however  more  from  motives  of 
curiosity  than  from  any  expectation  of  becoming  the 
Renter  of  either  of  them  ;  because  the  principal  build- 
ings (which  would  be  of  little  value  to  mc,  in  this 
case)  might  considerably  enhance  the  rent,  and  be* 
cause  my  objects  being  for  the  amusement  of  farming, 
and  for  the  bene6t  arising  from  exercise  (the  distance 
from  the  city  being  convenient  for  the  latter).  I  should 
not  incline  to  lay  out  much  money  upon  a  rented 
farm,  for  a  short  tenure  ;  and  for  a  long  one  1  should 
have  no  occasion  for  a  place  in  that  way.  Having 
communicated  the  matter  thus  far  to  you.  I  will,  in  a 
few  words  add,  as  my  own  opinion,  strengthened  by 
those  of  my  Physicians,  that  my  late  change  from 
active  scenes,  to  which  I  had  been  accustomed,  and 
in  which  the  mind  has  been  agreeably  amused,  to  the 

shall  give  you  :  I  wu  much  in  vtrqi  q(  a  sum,  lo  incwer  some  call  Bpon  M«, 
which  I  did  not  ctre  (o  have  unMtiihed,  when  I  let  out  for  New  York  tiM 
Spring  before  liui :  but  was  unable  lo  obtain  more  Ihin  half  of  it.  (though  k 
•MtD.  not  much  I  required,)  and  this  at  an  advanced  inlere)>t  with  other  rigid  coft* 
dilions.  After  thi*  I  took  an  occaiion  to  MHind  Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrollloo,  u 
the  moil  likely,  being  Ihc  mo&t  montcd  man,  I  wak  acquainted  with — butwith> 
out  succcii — lie  aviared  me  that  he  could  not  culled  the  intfrtst  of  the  money 
that  had  been  loaned,  by  hit  father  and  himself,  and  biii  other  retouico  were 
not  wior/  than  adequate  lo  bi^  own  occasiona — thence  forward  I  made  no  far- 
ther atteniptt,  nul  knowing  indeed  where  to  apply." —  Wmkin^ttn  U  CJurin 
CarUr,  14  September,  1790. 
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Hone  of  inactivity  which  I  now  lead,  and  where  the 
thoughts  are  continually  on  the  stretch,  has  been  the 
cause  of  more  illness  and  severe  attacks  of  my  consti- 
tution within  the  last  twelve  months,  than  I  had 
undergone  in  30  years  preceding  put  together.  A 
deviation  therefore  is  necessary.  I  have  not,  because 
you  were  one  from  whom  the  terms  of  sale  of  James's 
lands  were  to  be  known,  scrupled  to  make  these  com- 
munications at  the  moment  that  I  ask  the  lowest  price 
that  would  be  taken  for  each  of  these  farms.  Frankly, 
I  declare  it  to  be  my  intention  not  to  give  a  high 
price  for  either  of  them  (depreciated  as  real  property 
is)  nor  will  I  higgle  about  the  price.      If  it  is  moder- 

f  ate  and  I  am  dealt  with  candidly,  1  will  say  in  a  word 
whether  it  will  suit  me  to  become  a  purchaser — chaf- 
fering I  shall  avoid.  The  largest  farm  would  be  most 
congenial  to  my  wishes — perhaps  one  of  the  others 
might  do.      I  am,  &c 


TO   THE    MARQUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Nkw  York.  11  August,  1790. 

My  dear  Marquis, 

I  have  received  your  affectionate  letter  of  the  i7lh 
of  March  by  one  conveyance,  and  the  token  of  vic- 
tory '  gained  by  liberty  over  despotism  by  another, 
for  both  which  testimonials  of  your  friendship  and 
regard  1  pray  you  to  accept  my  sincerest  thanks.  In 
this  great  subject  of  triumph  for  the  new  world,  and 
for  humanity  in  general,  it  will  never  be  forgotten 

'  Kvy  of  the  B^slile.  sent  thiougb  Thomas  fainc,  at   tttik  time  an  ardent 
bellevei'  in  the  icvolntion. 
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how  conspicuous  a  part  you  bore,  and  how  much  !u5* 
tre  you  reflected  on  a  country'  in  which  you  made  the^H 
first  displays  of  character.'  ^^ 

Happy  am  I,  my  good  friend,  that,  amidst  all  the 
tremendous  tempests,  which  have  assailed  your  politi- 
cal ship,  you  have  had  address  and  fortitude  enough 
to  steer  her  hitherto  safely  through  the  quicksands 
and  rocks  which  threatened  instant  destruction  on 
every  side,  and  that  your  young  King  in  all  things 
seems  so  well  disposed  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of 
the  nation.  In  such  an  important,  such  a  hazardous 
voyage,  when  every  thing  dear  and  sacred  is  em- 
barked, you  know  full  well  my  best  wishes  have 
never  left  you  for  a  moment.  Yet  1  will  avow 
that  the  accounts  we  received  through  the  English 
papers,  which  were  sometimes  our  only  channels  for 
information,  caused  our  fears  of  a  failure  almost  to^j 
exceed  our  expectations  of  success.  ^^ 

How  much  will  tlie  concerned  be  indebted  to  the 
exertions  of  the  principal  pilot,  when  the  ship  shall, 
at  the  end  of  her  dangerous  course,  be  securely  har- 
bored in  the  haven  of  national  tranquillity,  freedom, 
and  glory,  to  which  she  is  destined,  and  which  I 
hope  she  is  near  attaining. 

Congress,  after  having  been  in  session  ever  since 
last  fall,  are  to  adjourn  in  two  or  three  days.    Though 
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' "  Give  me  leave,  my  dear  G«aenl,  to  prcMot  yon  with  a  picture  ol  Uta 
B&^tille  just  aa  it  looked  a  few  days  after  t  had  ordered  iu  deraoliiion,  <ntk 
the  main  key  o[  the  forlreM  of  deapoEisin.  It  is  a  [ribotc  which  1  owe  ai  a 
ion  to  my  adopted  father,  at  an  aid^c^amp  (o  my  general,  as  a  miuioaary  of 
liberty  lo  its  patriarch." — LafaytfU  lo  Waikington,  17  Much,  ijqo. 

The  key  of  the  Batlile  i*  itilt  preaerved  in  the  tnantion-houRO  at  Mount  Vtf- 
non.     The  drawing  wan  wold  at  auction  in  Philadelplua  in  1871. 
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they  have  been  much  perplexed  and  delayed  in  their 
proceedings  on  some  questions  of  a  local  and  intri- 
cate nature,  yet  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  im- 
portant business,  and  will  leave  the  public  affairs  in 
as  satisfactory  a  state  as  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  the  executive  has 
been  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship with  Che  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  who  have 
been  considerably  connected  with  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces, and  hostile  to  the  Georgian  frontiers  since  the 
war  with  Great  Britain.'  McGilHvray  and  about 
thirty  of  the  kings  and  head  men  are  here.  This 
event  will  leave  us  in  peace  from  one  end  of  our  bor- 
ders to  the  other,  except  where  it  may  be  interrupted 
by  a  small  refugee  banditti  of  Cherokees  and  Shaw- 
nces,  who  can  be  easily  chastised,  or  even  extirpated, 
if  it  shall  become  necessary.  But  this  will  only  be 
done  in  an  inevitable  extremity,  since  the  basis  of  our 
proceedings  with  the  Indian  nations  has  been,  and 
shall  be,  justice  during  the  period  in  which  I  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  administration  of  this 
government. 

Our  negotiations  and  transactions,  though  many  of 
them  are  on  a  small  scale  as  to  the  objects,  ought  to 
be  governed  by  the  immutable  principles  of  equity, 
as  much  as  your  European  politics,  which  arc  more 
extended  in  their  compass.     How  your  wars  proceed 

*  The  Uealy  wu  importmot  "  u  drawing  a  Uac  bclwccn  the  Creeks  and 
Gcoi^a,  and  enabling  the  government  ti>  do,  a*  it  will  do,  juilice  ngaioat 
«i<hcT  party  oflcnding." — y«ffrrson  to  Randaiph,  14  Aueu»t,  1790.  The  Creaty 
ym,  acucked  \rj  Jackson,  one  of  tlie  C«oiffta  delegation,  ai  Mcrificing  the  rec- 
ogDited  dainu  of  that  Stale. 
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in  the  north,  or  in  whose  favor  they  are  likely  to  ter- 
minate, what  probability  there  may  be,  that  the  mis- 
understandings between  Britain  and  Spain  should 
issue  in  an  open  rupture,  and  what  other  powerful 
nations,  in  that  event,  will  be  drawn  in  to  take  anj 
active  part  on  one  side  or  the  other,  are  subjects  of] 
vast  magnitude,  on  which  we,  in  these  distant  regions, 
must  abstain  from  deciding  positively,  even  in  our 
minds,  until  we  shall  have  more  unequivocal  data  to 
go  upon.  It  seems  to  be  our  policy  to  keep  in  the 
situation,  in  which  nature  has  placed  us.  to  observe 
a  strict  neutrality,  and  to  furnish  others  with  those 
good  things  of  subsistence,  which  they  may  want, 
and  which  our  fertile  land  abundantly  produces,  if] 
circumstances  and  events  will  permit  us  so  to  do.' 


'  The  Spuiiardi  had  leiied  and  looted  a  Britiih  vnsel  at  Noolka  Soand,  on 
tilt  ground  of  irespjuung  on  Spantdi  lerritorr,  and  wcrt  unwiUuqj  to  nake 
leptntion.  As  Spain  would  be  anxious  lo  secure  (be  aid,  01  at  least  the  oeo- 
tralilj,  of  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  war,  for  the  protection  of  her 
American  passcRsions,  Washingion  thought  this  a  fitiing  opporlunit)'  to  ojiea 
negotiations  at  Madrid  lor  the  opening  of  the  Missiuippi.  Humphreys  «ks 
sent  lo  co-operate  with  CarmichacI  in  Ihi*  negoliatioo,  and  the  influence  of 
France  was  to  be  invoked  ;  bat  bcrorc  tfac  envoy  reached  Madrid  an  agneeteni 
had  been  arrived  at  between  the  two  powers,  and  the  lean  or  inleresl  of  ijpaia 
could  no  longer  be  worked  upon  to  securv  the  coveted  privilege. 

When  the  first  indicalions  of  the  difference  between  Spain  aod  Great  Brittii 
appeared.  Major  George  Beckwith  branded  the  American  exentire  00  th* 
attitude  that  the  United  Stales  would  assume,  and  lenmed  that  there  was  no 
alliance  that  would  lead  them  to  favor  Spain.  Waihington  Iboughl  that  la  Ihe 
prospective  war  Great  Itrilain  would  attack  Ihe  Spanish  colooics  in  Ametka 
from  Canada,  and  inlciprcted  the  mission  of  Beckwilh  ax  follows:  "We 
[Great  Britain]  did  not  incline  to  give  any  satisfactory  answer  lo  Mr.  Moftis. 
who  was  officially  commiuianed  to  ascertain  our  inlenllotis  with  respect  to  ih* 
cvacaailon  of  the  western  posls  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and 
other  matters  into  which  he  was  empowered  lo  enquire,  till  \rf  Ihis  unaatheati- 
caied  mode  we  can  discover  whether  you  will  enter  into  on  alliance  with  its  and 
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This  letter  is  committed  to  Colonel  Humphreys  to 
carry  to  London,  whither  he  is  going.  Should  he  by 
any  accident  be  in  France,  he  will  be  able  to  give  you 
a  full  state  of  our  affairs  and  prospects.  Gradually 
recovering  from  the  distresses  in  which  the  war  left 
us,  patiently  advancing  in  our  task  of  civil  govern^ 
ment,  unentangled  in  the  crooked  policies  of  Europe, 
wanting  scarcely  any  thing  but  the  free  navigation  of 

Butlce  cQinmun  cause  kgainst  Spain,  In  thai  caie  we  will  «nier  into  a  conmer- 
cUl  treaty  vith  you,  and  fremitt  p<rhapt  to  fulfil  what  ihey  [wc]  already  itand 
eDgB£c<l  to  petfonn." — Diary,  1790. 

Oa  th«  37th  of  Au£;u.it  ihe  Pretident  cammunicAted  the  following  statement 
and  queries  10  the  teveral  memben  of  the  Cabinet,  and  10  the  Vic«-pTCsidcBt 
and  Chief  Jusltcc : 

"  I'nividcd  the  dtipulc  between  Great  Rrita-in  and  Spain  ithould  come  to  the 
d'ectRon  of  arnu,  from  a  variety  of  circu instances  (indiTidaally  unlmportaDt 
and  inconclaUve,  but  very  much  the  revene  when  compared  and  combined), 
there  is  00  doubt  io  toy  miiwl,  thai  New  Orleaua,  and  the  Spanish  poets  above 
it  on  the  Miuiasippi,  will  be  among  ihe  first  attempts  of  the  former,  and  that 
th<  rednction  of  them  will  be  undertaken  by  a  combined  operation  from 
DetroiL 

"  The  cvttstquttKts  of  having  >o  formidable  and  enterpriting  a  people  as  the 
Britiab  on  both  our  flanks  and  rear,  with  their  navy  in  front,  at  ihey  respect 
oar  weslexn  Httlemeni^.  which  may  be  reduced  thereby,  and  as  they  regard 
the  •tCBiily  of  the  Union  and  it>  commem:  with  tlic  We»t  Indies,  ore  loo 
obviona  to  need  enumeration, 

"What  then  should  be  the  answers  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  Sutei  la 
Lord  I)orchc«ter,  in  caac  he  shoulrJ  apply  tor  permiMiion  10  inarch  troops 
through  llic  tcrritoiy  of  the  satd  Stales  from  Detroit  to  the  Missiuippi  c 

"  What  notice  ought  to  lie  taken  of  llie  measure,  if  it  xhonld  be  undertaken 
without  leave,  which  \%  ihc  mnU  probable  proceeding  of  the  two?" 

A  difietencc  of  opinion  prevailed  In  the  Cabinet.  On  one  side  It  wms  advised 
that  pcrmtMiiun  10  ntarch  troopai  through  the  lerriiory  should  be  pointedly 
refused,  and.  if  persisted  in  afterwords,  that  a  remonstrance  should  be  made  to 
ihe  Court  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  other  side  it  was  recommended  to  grant  ilw 
requcat;  bvt,  il  the  mAich  should  be  attempted  without  lt»vc,  and  after  prtb 
bibtlkin,  that  il  should  be  *'  opposed  and  prevented  at  every  risk  and  hasard." 
The  principles  of  national  law  and  the  practice  of  nation  >  were  discuucd,  and 
brought  tobevion  the  point.  The  general  result,  as  recorded  by  Washington, 
wu  to  "  treat  the  communications  of  Mnjor  Ucckwith  very  civilly  ;  to  tntlmat*, 
3» 
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the  Mississippi  (which  we  must  have,  and  as  certainly 
shall  have  as  we  remain  a  nation),  I  have  supposed, 
that,  with  the  undeviating  exercise  of  a  just,  steady, 
and  prudent  national  policy,  we  shall  be  the  gainers, 
whether  the  powers  of  the  old  world  may  be  in  peace 
or  war,  but  more  especially  in  the  latter  case.  In 
that  case,  our  importance  will  certainly  increase,  and 
our  friendship  be  courted.  Our  dispositions  would 
not  be  indifferent  to  Britain  or  Spain.  Why  will  not 
Spain  be  wise  and  liberal  at  once  ?  It  would  be  easy 
to  annihilate  all  causes  of  quarrels  between  that  nation 
and  the  United  States  at  this  time.  At  a  future 
period,  tliat  may  be  far  from  being  a  fact  Should  a 
war  take  place  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  I 
conceive,  from  a  great  variety  of  concurring  circum- 
stances, there  is  the  highest  probability  that  the 
Floridas  will  soon  be  in  the  possession  of  the  former. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Marquis.  Believe  me  to  be  assuredly 
and  affectionately  your  friend,  &c. 

P.  S.  Not  for  the  value  of  the  thing,  my  dear  Mar- 
quis, but  as  a  memorial,  and  because  they  are  the 
manufacture  of  this  city,  I  send  you  herewith  a  pair 
of  shoe-buckles. 

dilicKtcIy,  that  they  curied  no  mftrks  t>fficuJ  or  authentic,  nor  in  •peaking  <A 
alliance,  did  thej  convey  any  definite  meaning  bjr  which  the  preciae  obj«ct  of 
the  Brilith  Cabinet  could  be  discovered.  In  a  word,  that  the  Secrctxrj  of  the 
Treasury  wu  to  extract  as  much  %\  he  coold  from  Mafor  Bec^wlth.  and  10 
report  to  mc,  without  commilling.  by  any  auurancw  whaivrer,  the  GovcntBME 
of  the  United  States,  leaving  it  entirely  free  to  puraue.  nnreproachcd,  sneh  a 
line  of  conduct  in  the  dispute  as  her  interest  land  honor)  shall  dictate." 

The  full  hiKtory  of  this  incident  is  related  in  the  ttditor's  The  UmiteJ  SUtti 
and  S^im  in  IJ^. 
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TO    HENRY    KNOX.    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 

New  You.  13  Anput.  1790. 

Sir, 

The  session  of  Congress  having  closed,  and  it 
being  my  intention  to  go  to  Virginia  as  soon  as  the 
public  business  will  permit,  and  wishing,  during  my 
absence  from  the  seat  of  government,  to  have  my 
mind  as  free  from  public  cares  as  circumstances  will 
allow,  I  am  desirous  of  having  such  matters  as  may, 
by  law  or  otherwise,  require  the  agency  or  sanction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  brought  to 
view  before  my  departure.  I  therefore  request,  that 
you  will  cause  such  business,  within  your  department, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  receive  the  aid  or  approbation 
of  the  President,  to  be  submitted  to  me,  as  soon  as 
its  nature  will  permit ;  particularly  regulations  for 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  agreea* 
biy  to  the  act ;  and  information  and  opinions  on  the 
following  points — 

Whether  any  other  and  what  steps  shall  be  taken 
with  them  to  restrain  their  hostilities. 

Whether  the  orders  given,  and  measures  adopted, 
are  adequate  to  the  peace  of  the  western  frontiers. 
If  not,  what  further  is  to  be  done  for  this  purpose  ? 

Upon  the  expediency  and  policy  of  a  proclamation 
forbidding  encroachments  upon  the  territor)*  of  the 
Indians,  or  treating  with  them  contrary  to  the  law 
lately  passed.  Instructions  for  the  governor  of  the 
ceded  territory  south  of  the  Ohio.  Where  ought 
the  governor  to  reside  ?  What  notice  should  be  taken 
of  the  insult  offered  to  Major  Doughty  ?  What  steps 
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should  be  taken  with  respoct  to  h!s  recommendation 
of  a  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  ? 

Other  measures  than  those  pursued  by  the  present 
contractors  for  supplying  the  western  posts  ought 
to  be  adopted,  that  the  troops  in  that  country-  may 
be  more  efficiently  employed  in  sudden  emergencies, 
and  the  posts  better  secured.  Have  any  orders 
been  given  concerning  the  condemned  soldiers  ?  I 
am.  Sir.  &c.' 

'  CoBfTCiA  *d)oarncd  on  the  lltib  of  AagnU,  and  Wuhington  took  tbe  oppot- 
iDnity  tovuil  Rhode  laUnd,  where  he  did  no!  tooch  on  his  KastcrD  Coor,  beowM 
tlwl  State  had  not  (ben  acceded  to  th«  Union.  A  short  iketcb  of  tbis  vkit  «at 
Bsde  by  Willlaai  Smith,  a  mnober  uf  CoBEreN  [rom  South  CvoUa*.  who 
■ODOtapwikd  the  President's  party  (or  «  p«rt  of  tbc  jonraey,  and.  u  this  record 
b  but  little  known,  I  givt  the  raun  poiaU  ; 

The  pajty  ki  off  on  the  ijth,  on  board  a  Rhode  Iilnod  packet,  and  reached 
Newport  on  Tundaj-  momiog  (17th).  "  Aa  trc  catered  the  harbor,  «  ulnte 
wu  firctl  from  the  lurt  and  tome  piece*  on  the  wharvea  \  at  our  laodinf  we  were 
feceivcd  by  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  dei^,  who,  fornuBg 
■  procciatoD,  ctcorted  us  ibroygh  a  conNdcntUe  coocootxe  of  citiKna  to  the 
lodeiaei  which  had  been  prepared  for  n> ;  the  moBl  respectable  inhabttaaii 
were  there  ievenlly  presented  to  the  President  by  Hr.  Merchant,  Judge  tA  the 
IHstrict  Court. 

"  The  Pmident  then  look  a  walk  around  the  town  and  the  heights  above  it, 
Kcompenied  by  the  gentlemen  of  tlie  party  and  ■  lar|[e  numbej-  of  gcntleBeo 
of  Newport.  We  relnmeil  to  our  lodging*,  and  at  four  o'clock  the  gentlenea 
waited  again  on  the  Preddeni,  and  we  all  nufcbed  in  prooeasion  to  the  Tows 
Hall  or  Suie  House,  where,  while  dinner  was  serving  up,  a  miinber  of  geoik- 
men  were  presented.  The  dinner  was  well  dished,  and  conducted  with  rtpi- 
larity  and  d«ccnej ;  the  company  consitted  of  tboul  eighty  peisomt ;  after 
dinner  some  good  toastt  were  drank  ;  amoi^  others,  following  :  '  May  the  last 
be  lint,'  in  allusion  to  Khodc  laUnd.  being  the  last  State  which  ntified  the 
Constitution.  The  President  gave  '  The  Town  of  Newport, '  and  as  toon  at  he 
withdraw.  Judge  Marcbant  gave  '  The  oian  we  love,' which  ihccooipaay  dnslt 
standing.  The  company  ihen  followed  the  President  In  another  walk  wfaid 
be  took  around  the  town.  He  pasted  by  Judge  Marchant'i.  and  drank  a  gtan 
of  wine,  and  then  went  10  his  lodgings,  which  cloved  the  busineu  of  the  day.  1 
1  skpt  in  the  room  with  Corcmor  l^linton. 

"  Wednesday,  TSth.  Immediately  after  breakfaU,  addrcMCs  were  presented 
by  the  ckrgy  and  the  town  of  Newport.     That  of  ihe  Ullu,  by  a  coninittce. 
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TO  ALEXANDER    HAMILTON.    SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY. 

Mount  ^xknon,  lo  October,  iTqoL 

Deak  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  duly  came  to  hand 
with  its  enclosures.  For  the  information  contained  in 
it  I  thank  you.  The  motives,  however,  by  which  the 
author  of  the  communication  to  you  was  actuated, 
although  they  may  have  been  pure,  and  in  that  case 
praiseworthy,  do  also  (but  it  may  be  uncharitable  to 

the  chaiiRian  of  whfiA.  JoH([e  Mktchani,  b«gtn  lo  r«d  the  addrevi,  hot  before 
he  had  proceeded  fu  he  wu  so  agitited  he  hul  to  resiKBJt  loCol.  Sherbet,  who 
raad  it  very  compoMdly.  Wc  then  fonned  another  long  procession  doiwn  to 
■he  wharf,  and  einbarke<I  for  Proridcnce.  .  .  .  We  had  a  ledtouA  pnafU 
to  Proviilencc,  hcing;  seven  hour .4  in  pcrfoiviing  it.  The  same  nlnte  tonh  pUoe 
u  at  Newport,  bnl  the  procettion  up  to  the  tavern  was  more  soleaan  and  coa> 
dncleil  with  a  moch  greater  formal! tjr,  faA.ving  troop* and  mnstc.  TbeGoTemor 
of  lh«  State  was  ao  realous  In  his  respects  thai  he  jumped  aboard  the  paclcct  u 
MMii  as  she  got  to  the  wharf  to  welcome  the  President  to  Providence.  The 
President,  with  the  Governor  of  the  Slate  on  his  right  ha&d,  and  Mr.  Fonter, 
A  Senator  in  Confess  from  Rhode  Island,  on  his  left,  moved  In  the  front 
rmnks  :  then  followed  Governor  Clinton,  Mr.  Jefferson  (the  Secret*ry  of  State 
for  the  United  Slates],  Mr.  Blair  [a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Fe^fenl  Court), 
myself,  and  the  three  gentlemen  »f  the  Preudent'it  famil)',  viz..  Col.  Hum- 
phreyn.  Maj.  JacVKon,  and  Mr.  Netwn — who  formed  the  party— afterward 
fonowed  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Providence  and  some  from  Newport,  aad 
other  ciiizenK,  making  a  tong  Ale,  preceded  by  some  troopt  and  music ;  the 
doors  and  windows  for  the  length  of  a  mile  were  all  crowded  with  ladies  aad 
spectators.  When  we  arrived  at  the  Uvem  (Dagget'sj  the  President  stood  at 
the  door,  and  the  troopi  and  procession  parsed  and  salatcd.  In  the  procession 
were  three  negro  scrapers  makini;  a  horrible  noise.  Wc  then  sat  down  to 
a  family  dinner,  .\fler  tea,  jtut  as  the  Prviddent  was  taking  leave  to  go  to  bed, 
he  wa*  informed  by  Col.  Peck  (Marshal  of  the  Oitmct.  who  had  sailed  with 
us  from  New  York),  that  the  tiitideots  of  the  college  had  illuminated  it.  and 
would  be  highly  flattered  it  (he  President's  going  lo  sec  it,  which  he  politelj 
apccd  to  do,  though  he  never  goes  ont  tt  nighl,  and  it  then  mined  a  blllc,  and 
wu  a  disagreeable  night.  We  now  made  a  nocturnal  procession  totbe  college, 
which  indeed  wa»  worth  seeing,  being  very  splendidly  tlturainsted.     .     .     . 

"Thursday  morning  began  with  a  heavy  rain  ami  cold,  easterly  wind.     It 
deared  at  nine  o'clock,  and  then  the  Pmident,  accompanied  aa  before.  b«{mB 
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harbour  the  suspicion)  admit  of  a  different  interpre- 
tation, and  by  an  easy  and  pretty-  direct  clue  may  be 
developed.' 

We  are  approaching  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber by  hasty  strides.  I  pray  you.  therefore,  to 
revolve  in  your  mind  such  matters  as  may  be  proper 

%  walk  whiirh  cofilinurd  untQ  on«  o'clock  mdiI  which  completctjr  fatq^cd  the 
company  which  fonnetl  hi*  ocort.  We  walked  all  arcund  th«  Town,  visjled 
all  ibe  Rpwimcats  of  the  college,  weni  on  the  roof  to  view  tbc  beautihilud 
exMimTC  pnspcet,  walked  to  a  place  where  a  larj^e  Indiaman  of  qoo  lona  was 
on  die  itockK,  w«M  on  board  her.  returned  to  town,  mopped  and  dnnk  wine 
and  p«neh  at  Mr,  Claike's.  Mr.  Brown'a,  Gov,  Tumei'i,  aad  Gov.  Bovca't, 
and  then  relumed  home.  Ai  soon  &i  the  President  was  rcaled.  he  rccciTnl  U>e 
addirtftc*  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  Rhode  laland  Coll^ex,  and  the  Town  of  hovi- 
dence,  and  then  went  immcdiaiely  to  dinner  (o  the  Town  Hall,  The  disner 
wu  Bllended  by  300  perswu.  and  an  immctite  crowd  sarrounded  the  ksU. 
After  dinner  several  toasts  were  drank  ;  the  tecond  wa&  'The  Presidcni  of  the 
United  States,'  at  which  the  whole  company  within  and  wUhoal  gave  three 
bnoas  and  a  long  dapping  ol  hands.  The  President  then  ro»e  and  drank  the 
bcallh  of  all  the  company  ;  he  afterward  gave  *  The  Town  of  Providence.' 
.  ,  AI  the  conclnaiOB  of  (be  tuanti,  the  Pieaidcnt  roae,  and  the  whole 
company,  with  a  Don»id«rable  crowd  of  diizcitt,  walked  down  to  Uw  wharf, 
where  he  and  hi»  suite  embarked  for  New  York." 

On  Monday,  August  3Dtl],  the  President  and  suite  tet  out  froa  New  York 
for  the  fouth. 

'  Actioc  upon  a  sngfestion  from  the  English  Cabinet,  Lord  Dorchester  teal 
Major  George  Rcckwilh  to  Philadelphia  to  sonnd  the  Executirc  upon  tbe 
attitude  o[  Ihc  United  Stales  in  the  event  of  a  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain.  I'bc  results  of  ibi*  informal  miuaon  were  communicated  to 
DorclieatiT,  and  Bcckwiih  was  retained  at  Philadelphia,  aa  the  aarcc0£iuwd 
diplomatic  agent  of  the  British  government,  a  convenience  while  no  regular 
tninister  had  been  appointed.  In  this  capacity  be  bad  approached  HaiKQloa 
wJtb  bints  that  Couremeur  Morris  in  his  infonaal  niaMon,  was  not  so  disctvct 
as  he  might  be.  as  tc  was  in  too  dose  intimacy  with  the  French  Minuter  in 
London  f  Luzerne),  and  had  given  oflence  lo  Ihe  court  by  consorting  with  the 
oppc&ition  party,  of  which  Fox  wa«  the  leader. — //amilUn't  ifortt  (Lodscj, 
i».,  49.      Diary  atul  LelUn  aj  dntvermeur  Afvrrit,  i..  310  <■/  it^. 

In  reply  Mr.  Hamillou  taid :  "  It  is  certainly  very  possible,  that  motrrci, 
diflerent  from  the  one  avowed,  may  have  produced  a  certain  co«nmuiiicatioQ  ; 
and  in  matters  uf  such  a  nature  it  i»  not  only  allowable,  but  tbe  dictate  t>l 
prudence,  to  receive  suggestions  with  peculiar  caution." — October  tyth. 
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for  me  to  lay  before  Congress,  not  only  in  your  own 
department,  (if  any  there  be.)  but  such  others  of  a 
general  nature,  as  may  happen  to  occur  to  you,  that 
I  may  be  prepared  to  open  the  session  with  such 
communications,  as  shall  appear  to  merit  attention. 
With  sincere  regard.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   TOBIAS    LEAR. 

MoOMT  VutwoM,  14  No>v«Btb«r,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  wrote  two  letters  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
Page's  stage  coach  one  or  the  other  of  which  if  not 
both,  it  is  presumable  have  got  to  hand  before  this 
can,  I  shall  add  nothing  more  thereto  than  that 
Page's  coach  is  now  [my]  dependence. 

I  am.  I  must  confess,  exceedingly  unwilling  to  go 
into  any  house  without  first  knowing  on  what  terms 
I  do  it,  and  wish  that  this  sentiment  could  be  again 
hinted,  in  delicate  terms,  to  the  parties  concerned 
with  me.  I  cannot,  if  there  are  no  latent  motives 
which  govern  in  this  case,  see  any  difficulty  in  the 
business,'  Mr.  Morris  has  most  assuredly  formed  an 
idea  of  what  ought,  in  equity,  to  be  the  reat  of  the 


•  Frtm  Mr.  Hamiiicn's  Rcffy  :  "  The  subject  ncgeiied  is  yonr  letter,  m 
prcpaniory  to  the  meeting  of  the  Iq^dat^re.  »tnll  engage  my  pvticDUr  •ttcn- 
bon.  The  paper*  of  the  deparlineDis  oi  sutc  and  the  trauary,  and  ot  the 
comtniuioacn  for  lettling  x-counit,  ate  on  their  way  (O  Philadelphia.  Od  the 
lOtb  I  pn>po»e  with  my  family  lu  set  oat  for  Cbc  kame  place." 

*  Relating  to  a  houoe  in  Philadelphia,  belon|ring  to  Mr.  Morriii,  which  waa 
fitlinc  up  for  the  retiiJcnce  of  the  President,  when  Congrect  should  remove  to 
thai  place.  Mr.  Lear  wat  (n  Philadelphia  making  preparation  foe  the  Presi- 
dent's arrival  and  accommodation. 
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tenement  in  the  condition  he  left  it ;  and  with  this 
aid  the  committee  ought,  I  conceive,  to  be  as  little 
at  a  loss  in  determining  what  it  should  rent  for,  with 
the  additions  and  alterations,  which  are  about  to  be 
made,  and  which  ought  to  be  done  in  a  plain  and 
neat,  not  by  any  means  in  an  extravagant  style ;  be- 
cause the  latter  is  not  only  contrary  to  my  wish,  but 
woiild  really  be  detrimental  to  my  interest  and  con- 
venience, principally  because  it  would  be  the  means 
of  keeping  me  out  of  the  use  and  comforts  of  the 
house  to  a  lace  period,  and  because  the  furniture, 
and  every  thing  else,  would  require  to  be  accordant 
therewith  ;  besides  it  's  making  me  pay  an  extrava- 
gant price,  perhaps  accommodate  the  alterations  to 
the  taste  of  another,  or  to  the  exorbitant  rates  of 
workmen  or  their  blended  performances  in  the  two 
houses. 

I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  any  thing 
unfair  is  intended  by  either  Mr.  Morris  or  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  let  us  for  a  moment  suppose,  that  the 
rooms  (the  new  ones  I  mean)  was  to  be  hung  with 
tapestr)',  or  -a  very  rich  and  costly  paper,  neither  of 
which  would  suit  my  present  furniture;  that  costly 
ornaments  for  the  bow  windows,  extravagant  chim> 
ney-pieces,  &c.,  &c.,  were  to  be  provided ;  that 
workmen,  from  extravagance  of  the  times,  for  every 
twenty  shillings'  worth  of  work  would  charge  forty 
shillings  ;  and  that  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the 
occasion  to  new  paint  every  part  of  the  house,  build- 
ings, &c.  :  would  there  be  any  propriety  in  adding 
ten  or  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  all  this  to  die 
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rent  of  the  house  in  its  original  state  for  the  tiro 
years  that  I  am  to  hold  it  ?  If  the  solution  of  these 
questions  is  in  the  negative,  wherein  lies  the  diffi- 
culty of  determining,  that  the  houses  and  lots  when 
finished  according  to  the  proposed  plan  ought  to  rent 
for  so  much  ?  When  all  is  done  that  can  be  done 
thereto  the  residence  will  not  be  so  commodious  as 
the  house  I  left  in  New  York  ;  (with  the  additional 
buildings  made  there)  for  there  (and  the  want  of  it 
will  be  found  a  real  inconvenieiTce  at  Mr.  Morris's) 
my  office  was  in  a  front  room  below,  where  persons 
on  business  were  at  once  admitted  ;  whereas  now 
they  will  have  to  ascend  two  pair  of  stairs,  and  to 
pass  by  the  public  rooms  to  get  to  it,  Notwithstand* 
ing  which,  I  am  willing  to  allow  as  much  as  was  paid 
to  Mr.  Macomb,  and  shall  say  nothing  if  more  is 
demanded,  unless  there  is  apparent  extortion. — Ex- 
tortion if  it  should  be  intended  by  delay  is  to  see  to 
what  height  rents  will  rise,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
— and  to  take  it  at  the  expense  of  any  public  body, 
I  will  not.'  There  is  one  expression  in  your  letter 
of  the  4th  the  meaning  of  which  I  do  not  clearly 
understand,  viz.  :  "  the  additions,  repairs,  &c.,  of  the 
house  in  which  Mr.  Morris  now  lives  are  likewise  to 
be  comprehended  in  the  expenditure  to  be  refunded 
by  the  rent  of  the  house."  Is  it  meant  by  this  that 
the  rent  of  the  house  you  are  now  in  is  to  be  in- 
creased by  the  expenditures  on  the  one  Mr.  Morris 


'  111  transcribing,  tome  words  or  line*  B(>pMr  to  hare  been  otDltted.  The 
letter  it  printed  ks  transcribed  by  WillUm  Jackson,  one  of  Washington'* 
Secretsrict. 
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has  removed  to,  or  is  no  more  meant  by  it  than  that 
the  rent  of  the  former  is  intended  as  security  for  the 
refund.  The  latter  may  be  ver>'  proper,  but  the  for- 
mer could  be  submitted  to  on  no  other  ground  than 
that  of  dire  necessity. 

I  had  rather  have  heard,  that  my  repaired  coach 
was  plain  and  elegant,  than  rich  and  elegant 

I  am,  dear  Sir.  &c. 


TO    HENRY    KNOX,    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 

[PHIVATX.] 

Mount  VtuHoit.  tg  Nncmbv.  1790, 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  loth  inst.,  and 
will  declare  to  you  without  reserve  that  my  fore- 
bodings with  respect  to  the  Expedition  against  the 
Wabash  Indians  are  of  disappointment;  and  a  dis- 
graceful termination  under  the  conduct  of  Brigadier 
General  Harmar. — 

I  expected  Hitle  from  the  moment  I  heard,  he  was 
a  drunkard. — I  expected  less  as  soon  as  I  heard  that 
on  this  account  no  confidence  was  reposed  in  him  by 
the  people  of  the  Western  Country. — And  I  gave  up 
alt  hope  of  success,  as  soon  as  I  heard  that  there 
were  disputes  with  kim  about  command. — 

The  latter  information  is  from  report  only .-  but 
the  report  of  bad  news  is  rarely  without  foundation. 
— If  the  issue  of  this  Expedition  is  honorable  to  the 
Concerters  of  it,  and  favorable  to  our  arms,  it  will  be 
double  pleasing  to  me  ;  but  my  mind,  from  the  silence 
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which  reigns,  and  other  circumstances,  is  prepared 
for  the  worst  ; — thai  is — -for  expence  without  honor 
or  profit — ' 

If  any  thing  more  than  the  statement  of  thu  busi- 
ness for  the  information  of  Congress  should  occur  to 
you,  previous  to  my  arrival,  be  so  good  as  to  digest 
it,  for  it  is  my  wish  to  have  every  matter  which  may 
occur  to  the  heads  of  Departments  as  well   as   to 

■  "  Yonr  favor  of  the  36th  sltjino  came  to  my  haadt  latt  night.  If  the  1b- 
(onnation  of  C*pl>in  Bruit  b«  irue,  the  issue  of  !h«  expedition  against  the 
Indiaox  will  ituleed  prove  unforiunate  and  ditgraceful  to  the  troops,  who 
(ufTerrd  thcmtclve*  Id  be  Ambu leaded, 

■  "  The  relation  of  this  event  cafHn  with  it,  I  niuRt  confess,  the  complexion 
of  Imlh  ;  ]rel  I  wiU  suspend  my  opinion  until  I  hear  something  moie  uf  the 
mattCT.  The  force,  which  wm  employed  against  these  hottile  ttidiaiis,  or  the 
drawing  out  of  which  wai  authorised,  ought  not  to  have  regarded  a  thousand 
of  Ibem,  because  it  wat  calculated  for.  and   undertaken  under  the  cxpecta- 

•  tiott  of,  meeting  &  larger  number,  if  blows  were  to  terminale  the  dispute. 
"  Jt  give*  me  pleaaurc  to  leam  from  you  llie  friendly  sentiments  of  Captain 
I  Braat ;  and  with  yon  I  think  they  merit  cultivation ;  bur  h«  has  oot  b««D 
candid  In  his  account  of  the  coDduci  of  General  Si.  Clair,  nor  done  justice  in 
kis  re  presentation  of  matter*  at  Muikingham.  It  is  notorious,  that  he  used 
all  the  art  and  intlucnce,  of  which  he  was  possessed,  to  prevent  any  treaty 
being  held  ;  and  that,  encepl  in  a  small  degree.  General  St.  Clair  aimed  at  no 
more  land  by  the  treaty  of  Mokkingham,  than  had  been  ceded  by  the  preceding 
treaties." — Washttt^ten  to  Gm-frmtr  Clinton,  1  December,  Ijgo. 

On  the  outbreaks  by  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers,  St.  Clair  collected  a 
motley  force  of  about  fourteen  handled  men,  badly  armed  and  poorly  dt^ 
dpilned,  and  divided  by  the  >eabasies  of  the  officers.  One  division  under 
John  Hanlin,  was  turpiited  and  defeated  ;  a  subsequent  advant^e  did  mncb 
to  rctriere  his  reputation,  but  thi$  advantage  was  not  followed  up,  and  the 
destruction  of  iome  Indian  villages  was  the  chief  result  of  the  expedition. 
The  Indiana  become  bolder,  and  more  serious  operations  were  planned  by  the 
I        general  govcmmenl. 

^ft  "  1  am  appieheiuive  that  Governor  St.  Clair't  communication  of  the  object 
^V  of  the  expedition  10  the  dfBccr  com  man  (ling  at  Detroit,  has  been  unxea»on- 
ablc,  and  may  h^ve  unfavorable  conwquencea.  It  was  certainly  premature  to 
announce  the  opemtion  intended  until  the  troops  were  ready  to  move,  since 
4be-]ndiaoa  throngh  that  channel,  might  rc«t!ve  such  information  ai  would 
fnnnite  the  expedition." — SfaiAittg»n  to  f^nox.  4  November,  1790. 
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myself,  ready,  if  proper  to  lay  before  that  body,  at 
the  opening  of  the  Session. 

Wich  sincere  friendship,  &c 

P.  S.  I  expect  to  commence  my  journey  for  Phila- 
delphia on  Monday ' — but  from  the  state  of  the  Roads 
after  the  incessant  and  hea\7  rains  which  have  fallen, 
my  progress  must  be  slow. — 


TO   CKUKGE   STEPTOE    WASHINGTON. 

PuiLADKLMltA,  s  Dccenbcf,  1790. 

Dear  George, 

Agreeably  to  the  promise,  which  I  gjave  to  you  in 
Virginia,  I  have  made  the  nece^ar)'  inquiries  respect- 
ing the  course  of  studies  and  expenses,  which  would 
enable  you  and  your  brother  Lawrence  to  finish  your 
education  at  the  collie  in  this  place,  provided  you 
are  masters  of  those  books  and  studies,  which  you 
informed  me  you  had  passed  through. 

The  enclosed  account  of  studies  and  expenses, 
which  1  wish  you  to  return  to  me.  you  will  see  is 
under  the  hand  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Smith,  provost 
of  the  college,  and  may  therefore  be  relied  upon  for 
its  accuracy.  After  you  and  Lawrence  have  carefully 
perused  and  well  considered  the  enclosed  statement, 
I  wish  you  to  determine  whether  you  will  come  or 
not.  If  your  determination  should  be  in  favor  of 
coming  on,  I  must  impress  this  upon  you  both  in  the 
strongest  manner,  namely,  that  you  come  with  good 

'  Philadelphia  wu  now  the  test  of  gOTerement. 
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dispositions,  and  full  resolution  to  pursue  your 
studies  closely,  conform  to  the  established  rules  and 
customs  of  the  college,  and  to  conduct  yourselves  on 
all  occasions  with  decency  and  propriety. 

To  you,  George,  I  would  more  particularly  address 
myself  at  this  time,  as  from  your  advanced  age  it 
may  be  presumed,  that  such  advice,  as  I  am  about  to 
give,  will  make  a  deeper  impression  upon  you,  than 
upon  your  brother,  and  your  conduct  may  very  prob- 
ably mark  the  line  of  his  ;  bui.  at  the  same  time, 
Lawrence  must  remember,  that  this  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  him. 

Should  you  enter  upon  the  course  of  studies  here 
marked  out,  you  must  consider  It  as  the  finishing  of 
your  education,  and,  therefore,  as  the  lime  is  limited, 
that  every  hour  misspent  is  lost  for  ever,  and  that 
iwXMre.  years  cannot  compensate  for  lost  days  at  this 
period  of  your  life.  This  reflection  must  show  the 
necessity  of  an  unrcmittingapplication  to  your  studies. 
To  point  out  the  importance  of  circumspection  in 
your  conduct,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  a 
good  moral  character  is  the  first  essential  in  a  man, 
and  that  the  habits  contracted  at  your  age  are  gen- 
erally indelible,  and  your  conduct  here  may  stamp 
your  character  through  life.  It  is  therefore  highly 
important,  that  you  should  endeavor  not  only  to  be 
learned,  but  virtuous.  Much  more  might  be  said  to 
show  the  necessity  of  application  and  regularity  ;  but 
when  you  must  know,  that  without  them  you  can 
never  be  qualified  to  render  service  to  your  country, 
assistance  to  your  friends,  or  consolation  to  your 
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retired  moments,  nothing  further  need  be  said  to 
prove  their  utility. 

As  CO  your  clothing,  ie  will.  I  presume,  cost  much 
the  same  here  as  in  Alexandria.  I  shall  always  wish 
to  see  you  clothed  decently  and  becoming  your  sta- 
tions; but  I  shall  ever  discountenance  extravagance 
or  foppishness  in  your  dress.  At  all  times,  and  upon 
all  occasions,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  both  such 
marks  of  my  approbation,  as  your  progress  and  good 
conduct  merit 

If  you  determine  to  come  on.  you  had  better  do  it 
immediately,  and  Major  Washington  will  furnish  you 
with  such  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  stage 
and  expenses  from  Alexandria  to  this  plac&  But  I 
must  repeat  what  I  ha\*e  before  enjoined,  that  you 
come  with  good  dispositions  and  determined  resolu- 
tions to  conform  to  establishments  and  pursue  your 
studies. 

Your  aunt  joins  me  in  love  to  you  both,  and  best 
wishes  to  Dr.  Craik  and  family.  I  am,  dear  George, 
your  sincere  friend  and  affectionate  uncle. 


END   OF   VOL,    XI. 


